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Description and course objectives  
This course examines cultural conflicts of the Americas, North and South, of the last 50 years. We will study 
selected instances of conflicts, reflected in art, from the following areas: violence in the context of guerrilla 
warfare in Colombia, conflicts related to minorities in Cuba, tactics of terror in the United States, and conflicts of 
silencing memory in Chile. The focus will be on a concise apperception of the conflicts in their socio-political 
and historical contexts in relation to their reflection in specific works of art from the regions. Artworks to be 
discussed are paintings, film, object installations, and narrative.  
Among the guiding questions of our course are the following: Which are the treaties and conventions on the 
protection of the cultural heritage in place today? What are the conflicting assumptions that are at the basis of 
conflicts of different cultures that inhabit one shared space? What is the role of art in times of intercultural tensions? 
How can a single artifact created by an individual artist be related to a collective conflict? And finally, how are 
we to approach and understand such an individual expression from our perspective now, in Albany, in 2018? 
 
Course objectives  
1. Learn to approach and interpret works of art beyond questions of taste and spontaneous liking but instead as works that 

create meaning on different levels (individual, cultural, political, artistic etc.).  
2. Become familiar with adequate vocabulary related to the analysis of cultural conflicts. 
3.   Develop an intercultural sensibility with respect to questions of aesthetics. 
4.   Become aware of American (North and South) realities, memories, histories, and contemporary challenges via art 
5.   Learn to write well-considered reviews and responses related to cultural conflict studies  
6.   Collaborate with others in discussion and writing (two minds always know more than one, and three even more).  

 
Reading (available at our University bookstore)  
Wright, Lawrence: The Looming Tower, Al-Qaeda and the Road to 9/11. Penguin. ISBN: 978-0-1410-2935-1 
All other readings (marked with *) will be available under ‘Course Content’ on our Blackboard Page 

 
Grade distribution:  

35%  Individual response papers (5) 
20% Six-page final research paper  
15% Short presentation in pairs or groups on a key topic of a film (10 minutes)  
15% Short individual presentation on a selected historical conflict (10 minutes) 
15%  Preparation, homework and participation (peer evaluation)  
      

A: 100-93, A-: 92-90, B+: 89-87, B: 86-84, B-: 83-80, C+: 79-76, C: 75-73, C-: 72-70, D+: 69- 66, D: 65-62, D-: 61-58, F: 57-0. 
 

 
 

 
Doris Salcedo Atrabiliarios 



Program 
 
Jan 29: Introduction: What is culture? What are cultural assumptions? How can we identify a cultural conflict? 

Protecting cultural property after World War II: The Hague Convention for the Protection of 
Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954), 
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/culture/themes/armed-conflict-and-heritage/convention-and-
protocols/1954-hague-convention/ 
UNESCO’s treaties on cultural properties (1970). http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=13039&URL_DO=DO_PRINTPAGE&URL_SECTION=201.html  

 
Feb 5:  Colombia: Art facing the guerrilla war  

Portraits of disappearances: Salcedo, Doris: Installation art Atrabiliarios (2001) 
Bal, Mieke. “Introduction” to Of What One Cannot Speak: Doris Salcedo’s Political Art. 
University of Chicago Press, 2011. (*) 
Response 1  

 
Feb 12: Cuba: Homosexual rights in revolutionary Cuba  

Senel Paz: “The Wolf, the Woods and the New Man”, 1991. (*) 
Strawberry and Chocolate Film. Dir. Tomás Gutiérrez Alea,1994. 
Response 2  

 
Feb 19: United States: Cultural conflicts in the U.S.: Terrorist Tactics 

Wright, Lawrence. The Looming Tower: Al Qaeda and the Road to Terrorism (1) 
Response 3  

 
Feb 26: United States: Wright, Lawrence. The Looming Tower: Al Qaeda and the Road to Terrorism (2)  

Butler, Judith. “Introduction” to Precarious Life. The Powers of Mourning and Violence. Verso,  
2006. (*)   
Response 4 

 
March 5: Chile: Unspeakable history 

Nostalgia for the Light (Film. Dir. Patricio Guzmán, 2010) 
Guynn, William. “Patricio Guzmán’s Nostalgia for the Light” in Unspeakable Histories: Film 
and the Experience of Catastrophe. Columbia UP, 2016 (*) 
Response 5 

 
March 19: Final discussion and presentations of research projects in progress 

Final essays due: March 24 (electronic submission) 
 

Academic integrity: Ours is an academic space where students of all races, ages, sexual orientations, religions and convictions can 
learn and study together in a rigorous and professional manner to develop your individual critical skills. The bases are tolerance, 
patience, critical rigor and mutual respect. I am required to report any behavior that has the appearance of cheating or plagiarism to the 
Office of Conflict Resolution and Civic Responsibility. In your papers, please verify that you do and hand in your own work, and 
make sure that you properly cite and document any sources from which you have borrowed ideas (please use the MLA style). For 
further questions, please talk with me and consult: http:www.albany.edu/undergraduate_bulletin/regulations.html. 
Disabilities: The Disability Resource Center at UAlbany helps and supports students with disabilities. If you need additional support, 
please consult their web site: http://www.albany.edu/disability/ and contact me. 


