
Spring 2018 

Writing and Critical Inquiry (into Violence and Society) 
 

TUNI 110-0003 (7332)  12:35 pm – 1:30 pm BB 0368 
                
Instructor:  Ms. Hampton    Contact Info:  mnhampton@albany.edu 
Office Hours:  MWF 11:25 am - 12:25 pm   Drop-off Box:  alongside office door 
and by appointment  
Office:  LI B 96D  (My office is located in the basement of the library, though you cannot enter it by 
going through the library.  Instead, when facing the front entrance of the library, go to the right of the 
building.  In-between the library and the Business and Arts & Sciences Buildings, you’ll see a staircase 
leading down to the basement level.  Take the staircase down and walk straight, past the picnic tables, to 
the doors directly in front of you.  Enter the building and take a left and walk past the Resource Room and 
Work Rooms through another glass door.  My office is the first office on your left. 
 
Prerequisites 
 
None for UUNI 110 
 
Course Materials 
 
Most of the assigned reading this semester is available through Blackboard Learn under “Course 
Content.”  Make sure to bring to class the article or chapter, as you would a textbook, on the day it is 
assigned.  Occasionally, you will be asked to follow a link to a web source, as listed on the schedule. 
 
We will also be using Blackboard Learn to submit various drafts of major writing assignments.  All of 
these drafts should be submitted in MS Word format, which is available through the UAlbany email, 
Microsoft Outlook, for those who do not have it installed on your computer.  There will be days during 
the semester when you will need to access Blackboard in class with personal computers for submission 
purposes.  Easy access to a laptop or tablet is required on these days.  If in need of a computer at any 
point in the semester, you may check one out through the University Library for use in and outside class. 
 
Another online platform we will be using this semester is Eli Review.  We will be conducting peer 
reviews through Eli while drafting the three major essays.  You will be asked to cut and paste parts of 
drafts to Eli and review the work of peers during class.  You will need easy access to a computer while 
drafting and in class on Peer Review days.   
 
Easy access to the Internet to check email is also important.  Because your teachers use email for class 
communication, it is important that you check your University at Albany account on a regular basis, at 
least a few times a week, in order to stay up-to-date on the course.   
 
For questions on MLA format and mechanics, you may consult the Owl Purdue website at 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ 
 
Course Description 
 
What kinds of relations form in violent situations? Are there differences between men’s and women’s use 
and response to violence? What are the negative consequences of policies to curb violence? How are the 
mind and body affected when one acts on anger with violence? These questions prompt some of the 
research on violence conducted across the disciplines, including Sociology, Psychology, History, 



Philosophy, Anthropology, among others.  Although presenting distinct disciplinary perspectives, this 
research adds to a growing body of knowledge on violence in which academic writers develop, extend, 
counter, and connect one another’s ideas.  We will review some of this scholarship, in addition to a few 
creative non-fiction selections, not only to learn how writers pursue their questions but also to raise 
questions of our own, questions informed by personal experience, critical reflection, and preliminary 
research.  What do you think makes someone act violently? What role does stereotyping play in violent 
situations? What does it mean to act non-violently when faced with violence, and is this desirable? 
Throughout the semester, you will have the opportunity to formulate questions you think deserve to be 
answered. 
 
Over the course of the semester, we will read a wide selection of sources on violence, including personal 
narratives, scholarly articles, interviews, and book chapters.  As we become familiar with some of the 
writing on our topic, you will have the opportunity to delve deeper into select ideas by completing three 
essays and one group presentation.  The first essay will narrate an experience that pertains to our theme of 
violence and consider what significance it has.  The second essay will summarize an article on the free 
speech-hate speech regulation debate on campuses and critique the article’s use of facts, inferences, and 
judgments.  And the third essay will explore your evolving understanding of violence as a problem in 
society as well as pose possible solutions.  In addition to planning, drafting, and revising these three 
essays, you will also gain some public speaking experience by sharing what you learned through your 
research paper and drawing connections to your peers’ research.  After completing these assignments, you 
will have learned how to narrate personal experience, draw inferences from narrative details, summarize a 
source, critique facts, inferences and judgments, formulate careful claims, use and explain evidence, draw 
connections between your ideas and outside sources, plan and deliver an effective oral presentation, select 
and evaluate sources for a research paper, among other things—all important for the writing you will 
complete in upper-level courses and beyond. 
 
Course Goals 
 
In keeping with the orientation of the Writing and Critical Inquiry Program, this course will meet the 
following goals: 
 

• “learn to approach writing as an individual process of textual production, a form of inquiry, and a 
social practice; 

• practice applying rhetorical principles to assess various rhetorical situations and complete varied 
disciplined-based writing tasks; 

• gain experience and develop competence in writing effectively for a variety of purposes, to 
difference audiences, and in different media (including traditional, digital, and multi-medial 
formats); and 

• learn appropriate concepts and develop a lexicon for discussing and analyzing writing and writing 
situations.” 

 
Course Requirements 
 
Essay #1:  a short essay that narrates an experience having to do with violence and suggests its 
significance.  Pre-writing and revision leading up to the final paper. 
 
Essay #2:  a short essay that summarizes an article and critiques its presentation of facts, inferences, and 
judgments.  Pre-writing and revision leading up to the final paper. 



 
Essay #3:  A long, argumentative, research-driven essay that explores your evolving understanding of a 
problem, such a police brutality, violence against women, transgender violence, etc., and poses possible 
solutions to the problem.  Pre-writing and revision leading up this final paper. 
 
Honors Symposium/ Group Collaborative Project:  At the end of the semester, you will have the 
opportunity to participate in an Honors Symposium.  This one-day event, scheduled for Saturday, April 
28th, will showcase the research conducted by TUNI students.  You will not only have a forum to share 
research on violence conducted during the semester but also to draw connections to other student research 
and to learn about other important interests of your peers.  The Writing and Critical Faculty, as a last 
resort, scheduled the symposium for a Saturday, since more people would be available to attend.  I realize 
that requiring you to attend this event will mean intruding upon personal time during your weekend.  For 
this reason, I’ve decided to permit you an optional absence to use at any point during the semester without 
any penalty of course.    
 
Teacher-Student Conference:  At least once during the semester, you are required to set up an 
appointment with me to discuss a draft-in-progress.  I will be sending out invites for teacher-student 
conferences for all three essays, but you might also stop by at any time during my office hours to discuss 
your writing.  During this conference, I will read a draft or part of a draft, and we will discuss the ways it 
is successful and the ways it could use improvement. 
 
Daily Grades:  Assignments and activities, such as group work, peer reviews, homework checks, etc. that 
you will receive credit for completing. 
 
Course Evaluation 
 
Essay #1:  10% 
Essay #1 pre-writing & revision:  5%  
Essay #2:  15% 
Essay #2 pre-writing & revision:  5% 
Honors Symposium/Group Presentation:  15% 
Essay #3:  20% 
Essay #3 pre-writing & revision:  5% 
Class Participation and Attendance:  20% (regular attendance, daily grades (including unannounced 
checks of active reading), discussion group grade, and class conduct). 
Teacher-Student Conference:  5% 
 
Grading Scale 
 
The University of Albany evaluates academic performance using letter grades.  I will use the following 
numerical ranges to determine your letter grade for the course. 
 
A 93-100, A- 90-92 
B+ 87-89, B 83-86, B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79, C 73-76, C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69, D 60-66 
F 0-59 



 
Course Policies 
 
Attendance Policy:  All students may miss three + one (because of Honors Symposium) classes during 
the semester regardless of the excuse.  Those students who miss three classes or less will receive full 
credit for attendance.  Please note:  Each additional absence will result in a two-point deduction from the 
final grade.  I highly recommend that students who miss four classes schedule an appointment with 
me immediately.  Those who do will receive additional consideration in regards to their final grade. 
 
Tardiness Policy:  It is important that we all arrive on time in order to make the most of class.  Being late 
not only creates a disturbance but also detracts from your overall learning experience.  In order eliminate 
unnecessary distractions in class, I ask that you make every effort to arrive on time and leave when 
dismissed.  Once the semester is underway, I will begin to count three tardies as an absence.    
 
Classroom Conduct Policy:  Because our time is limited and we have a lot to cover during the semester, it 
is important that we focus entirely on the day’s lesson.  During class, I ask that you refrain from texting 
and surfing the web.  To reduce the chances of this occurring, I require that students keep their phones 
out of sight at all times.  Failure to do so will result in a lower-class-participation grade. 
 
Late Paper Policy:  Make every effort to submit major essays on their due date.  An absence does not 
excuse a writing assignment, especially since Blackboard permits students to submit work digitally 
whether in or outside class. Overdue papers will be reduced 2 points for every late day, subject to my 
discretion. 
 
Rough Draft Policy:  Because effective writing entails multiple drafts, we will be completing both rough 
and final drafts for each major writing assignment.  To receive full credit for the rough draft, you 
should meet the required length and submit it the day due.  If absent on the day a rough draft is due, 
you need to still submit it to Blackboard (not Eli, since you will not be completing a peer review if 
absent) on that due date in order to receive full credit.  Five points will be deducted for every day a rough 
draft is late.  (Note:  If absent on the day a peer review is assigned, you receive no credit, not a zero.  In 
other words, missing a peer review does not count against you, unless it is assigned for outside of class.)     
 
Plagiarism Policy:  All papers should be original work that you completed for this course.  To plagiarize 
another’s work is to present its content and/or structure as if it were your own.  It’s best to ask whether 
you are plagiarizing another’s work rather than receive a 0 for the assignment. 
 
Course Resources 
 
The Writing Center provides one-on-one tutoring for University at Albany students.  You may meet with 
a tutor to discuss a draft-in-progress in addition to receiving feedback from the instructor and peers.  The 
Writing Center is located in the Humanities Building and also provides services in the University Library 
on Wednesdays and Sundays during the semester.  You might consult their website for more information:  
http://www.albany.edu/writing/   
 
The University at Albany also staffs several ESL/EFL tutors.  You may receive tutoring with a trained 
EFL specialist at the Writing Center several times throughout the week.  To learn about the ESL/EFL 
tutoring schedule, consult the Writing Center website:  http://www.albany.edu/writing/ESL/index.html   
 
Course Accommodations 
 



Reasonable accommodations will be provided for students with documented physical, sensory, systemic, 
medical, cognitive, learning and mental health (psychiatric) disabilities. If you believe you have a 
disability requiring accommodation in this class, please notify the Disability Resource Center (518-442-
5490; drc@albany.edu). Upon verification and after the registration process is complete, the DRC will 
provide you with a letter that informs the course instructor that you are a student with a disability 
registered with the DRC and list the recommended reasonable accommodations. 
This statement appears on our University website as part of our Statement of Reasonable Accommodation 
Policy In Response to the Americans with Disabilities Act that can be found at the following link:  
https://portal.itsli.albany.edu/documents/14702/27405/ep-hp-RAP-UpdatedSummer2016.pdf 
 
In addition, you are advised to inform me of any serious personal issues at the beginning or during the 
semester (such as, family tragedy, long-term illness, substance abuse, parental job loss, divorce, etc.) so 
that we might discuss ways to manage your workload during hardship.   
 
Student Support Services 
 
UAlbany’s Counseling Center located at 400 Patroon Creek Boulevard.  (518) 442-5800. 
Middle Earth Peer Assistance Program, hotline 518-442-5777.   
Academic Support Services (EOP), http://www.albany.edu/eop/support_services.htm 
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