
TENG 102Z (10303)                                                Spring 2018 
TTh 2.45 to 4.05 p.m.                      BB 129 

             
 

 Introduction to Creative Writing:  Playwriting    
 
 

Prof. Yalkut                                  email: cyalkut@albany.edu 

office:  HU 317                                   office hours: T / Th 1.30-2.30 p.m. and by appointment   

phone:  442-4065                       fax:  442-4599  
 
 
 

his writing workshop will be a devoted exclusively to playwriting, introducing 
students to the techniques of writing for the stage. Students function primarily 

as playwrights, but also as audience and actors. They present onstage readings 

of each other’s work, and ― as in any workshop ― discuss and revise their work. 

Students are also introduxced to the classic modern and contemporary canon of 

dramatic literature via directed and independent readings. During the course of the 

semester, students also attend a live performance by a professional theatre company.  
For the final project, students complete an original one-act play. 

 

Course Requirements and Policies 

   
Original writing 

Three short scenes and a short one-act play.  All of these are photocopied by the author and 
distributed in class, then presented and discussed. 
 

 

 

DEADLINES 

Missing your assigned deadline means you do not wish to participate in the class and obliges 

you to drop the course. 

 

 
 

Additional required reading and writing assignments  
 

 Creative exercises and experiments:  short written assignments 
  “Play-A-Week.”  A weekly two-page report on a contemporary play in English.  Works   

may sometimes be assigned individually.     
 Live Performance Report:  two-page report on a live performance of a nonmusical play you 

attend this semester.  This report must be accompanied by a Playbill and your ticket stub.  Due 

one week after the performance. 

 

Format 

All work must be typed in accordance with professional script format (templates distributed in class).   

All other prose conforms to MLA. 

T 

mailto:cyalkut@albany.edu


 TENG102Z            page 2 

 

 

Deadlines 
Assignments that miss their deadline lose a full letter grade for each class meeting they are late. 
 

Assignments handed in more than one week late will not be accepted and will receive an  

automatic zero. 
 

Assignments that do not fulfill the requirements are marked Incomplete.  Assignments returned to 

the student to be redone must be completed satisfactorily within one week.  After one week, a grade 

of Incomplete on an individual assignment becomes an automatic zero.  

 
No work for this course will be accepted after the Final Project due date.   
 

Attendance 

You can’t talk about a play, or play a part in a scene if you aren’t here:  your presence, therefore, is 

required.  (Your entire presence, that is: mental and physical, body and soul — and creative genius.  

Workshops require full engagement, one hundred percent of the time.  For details, see the section on 

Comportment below.)  
 

Although you are permitted two absences without penalty  never, however, when your work is 

scheduled to be discussed  your final grade will be lowered by a full letter for every absence in 

excess of two.  Two latenesses count as one absence.  Six or more absences, therefore, result in 

automatic course failure.    
 

Only documented emergencies will be considered excused.  Please consult the University’s 
Attendance and Medical Excuse Policies:  
 

http://www.albany.edu/undergraduateeducation/attendance.php 
 

http://www.albany.edu/health_center/medicalexcuse.shtml 
 

 

 

If you arrive late, it is your responsibility to inform me after class that you were present;  

otherwise you may be marked absent for that day. 
 

 
 

Electronic resources   
All course documents  including the syllabus, assignment instructions, additional readings, 

announcements  will be posted on the Blackboard class site.  Feel free to email me anytime if you 
have a question, or for any other reason.    
 

 

 

  

http://www.albany.edu/undergraduateeducation/attendance.php
http://www.albany.edu/health_center/medicalexcuse.shtml
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Comportment 

Professional theatres require audiences to turn off all electronic devices, and forbid the use of flash 
equipment and the ingestation of food.  Late-comers are seated at the discretion of management, 

usually during intermission.  These principles will be adhered to in this classroom — which is not a 
rock concert with constant comings and goings in and out of the room.  Leaving class during a scene, 

or while someone else’s work is being discussed is at the very least disrespectful, at most disruptive, 
and always rude.  Ditto checking your emails and tweets.  Repeated offences of this kind will earn 

you a zero for that day’s classwork. 

Disability resources:  Reasonable accommodations will be provided for students with documented 

physical, sensory, systemic, cognitive, learning and psychiatric disabilities. If you believe you have a 
disability requiring accommodation in this class, please notify the Director of the Disability Resource 

Center (Campus Center 137, 442-5490). That office will provide me with verification of your 
disability, and will recommend appropriate accommodations.  Consult: 

http://www.albany.edu/disability/prospective-new.shtml 

 

General Education: This course meets the General Education requirement in Arts.    

See http://www.albany.edu/generaleducation/. 

 

Academic Integrity   

Any breach of academic integrity results in immediate course failure and, as required by University 

regulations, the filing a Violation of Academic Integrity report with the Dean, as well as further 
disciplinary action.   

 

Violations of academic integrity include ― but are not limited to ― plagiarism, which the University 

defines as   
 

Presenting as one's own work the work of another person (for example, the words, ideas, 
information, data, evidence, organizing principles, or style of presentation of someone else). 

Some examples of plagiarism include copying, paraphrasing, or summarizing without 
acknowledgment, submission of another student's work as one's own, the purchase/use of 
prepared research or completed papers or projects, and the unacknowledged use of research 

sources gathered by someone else. Failure to indicate accurately the extent and precise nature 
of one's reliance on other sources is also a form of plagiarism. Students are responsible for 

understanding legitimate use of sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging academic, 
scholarly, or creative indebtedness.  

 
For complete information about academic integrity and a description of sanctions, consult the 
University's Standards of Academic Integrity in the Undergraduate Bulletin.  In this course, those 

sanctions include an automatic    F   for the work in which the violation appears, automatic course 

failure, and disciplinary action.   
 

http://www.albany.edu/studentconduct/standards_of_academic_integrity.php 
 
http://www.albany.edu/undergraduate_bulletin/regulations.html 

 

http://www.albany.edu/disability/prospective-new.shtml
http://www.albany.edu/generaleducation/
http://www.albany.edu/studentconduct/standards_of_academic_integrity.php
http://www.albany.edu/undergraduate_bulletin/regulations.html
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GRADES 

3  original scenes                                                         =    30%  

 

final project    [one-act play]                                       =    20% 
 

10  Play-A-Week reports                                             =    20% 

 

exercises                                                                       =     20% 

     [creative scenes, cliché exercise,  
      Live Performance Report, &c.] 

 

class participation                                                       =    10% 

 

 

 

Tentative Schedule 

January 23  Introduction 

 

25   Bring a Play to Class Day  your choice of a single twentieth- or  

twenty-first century one-act or full-length play in print you have not 
previously read (purchased at a new or used bookstore, borrowed from a 

friend or the library, or scavenged on the street) published as a single 
title or in an anthology. 

Due:  Script basics (to be typed and handed in) 

A. Complete citation: author, title, nationality, copyright year or year of 
first performance, setting, number of characters, structure (full-length, 

one-act, &c.), and genre, if you can determine it. 

B. Plus: your reason for choosing this play (be honest!), and anything 
that strikes you about it, even on first glance. 

Though informal, this assignment is not a text message. As per Format 
Policy stated above, type, double-space, write clearly, spell and 

punctuate properly.  Everything you present in this class is well-written 
and properly presented, even when informal. 

 
          30  Bring a Play to Class Day, continued 

 

    discussion: clichés  

 
    due:  Script Format analysis 

  

February        1  due:  Cliché Scene prep:  your list of clichés  

 

    discussion: rules for authors & audience in a workshop 
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February  6  Cliché Scenes onstage:  3 characters maximum, 5 to 8 pages 

 

 8   Cliché Scenes onstage 
 

due:  Play-a-Week #1  
 

  13    Cliché Scenes onstage 
 

   15  Cliché Scenes onstage 

 

due:  Play-a-Week #2  

 

20  First Original Scene on stage  
2-3 characters 

    10-page maximum 
    minimal stage directions 

 

22  First Original Scene on stage    

 

due:  Play-a-Week #3  
 

27  First Original Scene on stage  

 

March    1  First Original Scene on stage   

     

due:  Play-a-Week #4 
 

  6  remaining First Original Scenes on stage  

 
    Second Original Scene on stage  

 

       8  Second Original Scene on stage  

 

due:  Play-a-Week #5  

 

  13  no class 

 

  15  no class 

 

  20  Second Original Scene on stage   

 

  22  Second Original Scene on stage   

 

due:  Play-a-Week #6  
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March  27  conclusion of Second Scenes on stage   
 

  Two Props & a Word on stage 

 

April   3  Two Props & a Word on stage 

   

    5  Two Props & a Word on stage  

 

due:  Play-a-Week #7 

 

  10  Two Props & a Word on stage  
 

  12  Two Props & a Word on stage 

 

due:  Play-a-Week #8 

  

17  Third Original Scene on stage 

   

19  Third Original Scene on stage 

 

due:  Play-a-Week #9 
 

19-22  Extra-credit opportunity: Fresh Acts, a Festival of New Plays  
Studio Theatre, Performing Arts Center 

   

24  Third Original Scene on stage 
 

26  Third Original Scene on stage 
 

due:  Play-a-Week #10 
 

May    1   Third Original Scene on stage  

 

    3    
 

    8    
 

   10  Reading Day: Special Session 

    class meeting time TBD 
  

   

 May 11  FINAL PROJECT DUE:  one-act play      
      
 

 

            Save all your graded papers until the end of the semester.  

  

 


