
Guzman has won the Un-

dergraduate Essay 

Award.  

 

IMS student associates 

continue to distinguish 

themselves. Elizabeth Paris 

has won a prestigious 

Dumbarton Oaks Fellow-

ship Fellowship. John 

Edvalson was awarded a 

Fulbright Fellowship for 

dissertation research in 

Guatemala. And Jared Lat-

imer won a National Sci-

ence Foundation research 

grant for his dissertation 

research. 

 

During the Fall semester, 

(Continued on page 2) 

¡Saludos! Greetings Insti-

tute for Mesoamerican 

Studies friends and col-

leagues. 

 

The Institute for Mesoa-

merican Studies communi-

ty has had an active year, 

marked with new advanc-

es in research, diverse 

publications, and strong 

representation in national 

and international academic 

meetings. Students and 

faculty continue to distin-

guish themselves in their 

many Mesoamerican-

related endeavors. The 

details of all these accom-

plishments can be found in 

the pages of this newslet-

ter, but there are a few 

highlights I want to men-

tion here. 

 

To begin, this year‟s IMS 

award winners are fine 

representatives of the in-

stitute‟s long tradition of 

excellent student scholar-

ship. Gabriela Aquino 

Dehesa and Christine Pre-

ble have each won the 

Christopher DeCormi-

er Memorial Scholar-

ship in Mesoamerican 

Studies.  Ben Leeming 

won the Scotchmer Es-

say Award, and 

Cuauhtémoc Vidal-
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A Maya Ajq’ij (Daykeeper) prepares an 

offering at the sacred cave site, Nimajay, 

Guatemala. 

Jesuit Priest and cultural anthropologist, Dr. Ricardo Falla, Maya Ajq’ij Tojil, and 

Dr. Robert Carmack at the 5th Congress of the Popol Wuj. 



the IMS collaborated with 

the Anthropology De-

partment and the Linguis-

tics program to bring Ma-

ria Xajil Tax to Albany to 

co-teach a class on lin-

guistic field methods with 

Dr. G. Aaron Broadwell. 

Ms. Tax, Dr. Broadwell, 

and a team of undergrad-

uate assistants worked on 

a digital Kaqchikel Maya 

dictionary project. 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

As is typical, IMS faculty 

and student associates 

participated in the Ameri-

can Anthropological As-

sociation meetings, the 

American Society for Eth-

nohistory meetings, and 

the Society for Applied 

Anthropology meetings. 

However, of special men-

tion is that the IMS spon-

sored a panel at the Soci-

ety for American Archae-

ological meeting. 

And, as can be 

read in the sec-

tion of Dr. Rob-

ert Carmack‟s 

many accom-

plishments, the 

IMS contributed 

to the 5th Con-

gress of the Po-

pol Wuj, in Gua-

temala. 

 

Last, the joint 

IMS-University 

of Colorado 

Press publication 

agreement will 

yield its first monograph 

in the near future. Thom-

as Babcock‟s book, 

Utatlan: Archaeological In-

vestigations to Define the 

Constituted Community of 

the Quiché Maya of Kumar-

caaj is in production.  

 

Best regards, 

 

 

 

Honduras.  In March, the 

Institute hosted a talk by 

Dr. Seth Holmes, titled 

"Because They're Lower 

to the Ground":  Mexican 

Migrants and The Natu-

ralization of Social Suffer-

ing.   

 

Our IMS Associates, both 

faculty and students, have 

been busy this year!  In 

December, the Anthro-

pology Graduate Student 

Association brought in 

Dr. Allan Maca (Colgate 

University) to speak 

about his work in Copan, 

The annual 

DeCormier Scholar-

ship Award Ceremo-

ny will be held on 

May 7th at the Alum-

ni House.   

IMS Events Throughout the Year 

The joint IMS-

University of 

Colorado Press 

publication 

agreement will 

yield its first 

monograph in 

the near future. 

Issue 6 

Maria Xajil Tax prepares Guatemalan enchiladas with Dr. Walter Little.  

Ajq’ij Toji, who co-taught the linguistics field methods 
class in 2005, with Dr. Walter Little in the Solola, 

Guatemala market. 
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The Christopher De 

Cormier Fund was 

created in 1978 to 

honor the memory 

of Chris De Cormi-

er, a dedicated an-

thropology student, 

by providing field 

research assistance 

to other young 

scholars.  The fund 

offers a special op-

portunity for recipi-

ents to participate in 

original field re-

search activities at 

significant sites 

throughout Mesoameri-

ca.  By enabling out-

standing graduate stu-

dents to complete their 

field research, the fund 

complements the Insti-

tute‟s overall mission 

and promotes the de-

velopment of a new 

generation of scholars. 

The award is given to 

one or more graduate 

or undergraduate stu-

dents for research on 

Mesoamerica. Christo-

pher DeCormier was a 

SUNY-Albany student 

with strong interests in 

Maya culture and field-

work. Proposed projects 

may be in any subfield of 

anthropology, but should 

focus on interpreting 

some aspect of ancient or 

modern Mesoamerican 

culture or society. Field-

work should not be an 

end in itself but should 

contribute to an under-

standing of some feature 

of Mesoamerican culture 

or thought. 

Christopher DeCormier Memorial Scholarship 

2010 Recipient: Marx Navarro Castillo 

tion 2 was situated in an 

area of burials. Thus, in an 

area of 4x3 m was found a 

total of 4 burials, and 21 

vessels, some of them were 

funerary urns. In the case of 

Suboperation 4b, this was 

identified as an archaeologi-

cal midden, due to the 

amount of artifacts found 

and also the depth of the 

unit which reached 3 m. As 

a matter of fact the excava-

tion could have continued 

but the water table impeded 

it. Marx also considers that 

education plays an im-

portant role in respect to 

the archaeological work, 

since there are many urban 

myths about what the ar-

chaeologists do. Thus, he 

gave a talk to the people of 

the Ejido, where he tried to 

inform them about what 

archaeology is, how im-

portant it is for having a 

better understanding about 

our history, especially in a 

country like Mexico. In gen-

eral, he was open to ques-

tions and concerns that the 

people had about our work. 

Marx conducted excavations 

at Miguel Aleman. A total of 

7 complex of suboperations 

were excavated, in different 

areas of the Ejido. The loca-

tion of these test pits were 

decided based on the infor-

mation recorded by remote 

sensing instruments, which 

gave us information about 

the artifacts located under-

ground, and also the data 

recovered during our sur-

vey. Each of these excava-

tions provided information 

of distinct nature. For exam-

ple, Complex of Subopera-

“The 

scholarship 

which his family 

initiated and 

supported has 

always seemed 

to me to be the 

perfect 

memorial to 

Chris.”   

~Robert 

Carmack 

Institute for Mesoamerican Studies  



2010 First Encounter Award: Rebecca Mendelsohn 

site of Xunantunich. The 

project, led by Dr. Lisa 
LeCount of the University 

of Alabama, seeks to investi-

gate organizational 
changes in households that 

occurred as Maya rulers 

centralized their 
authority during the Preclas-

sic to Classic transition. 

Rebecca led the 
excavations at Group 4, a C

-shaped administrative com-

plex associated with 
the Postclassic or Terminal 

Classic period and the earli-

er occupation 

levels underneath. 

This summer Rebecca Men-

delsohn used her First En-

counter award to pay for 

her trip to assist on the 

Actuncan Archaeological 

Project. The site of Actun-

can is located along the Mo-

pan River in the upper Be-

lize valley, close to the Maya 
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IMS Scholarships and Awards 

The Institute for 

Mesoamerican Studies 

offers several financial 

awards to SUNY 

Albany students each 

year for outstanding 

essays and research 

projects in 

Mesoamerican 

anthropology.  

tourism in the village of 

Ek‟Balam, Yucatán. Sarah 

spent July and August 2010 

in Ek‟Balam talking to resi-

dents about land use and 

working on a methodology 

for documenting TEK.  Sub-

sequently, Sarah was award-

ed the Lewis and Clark Ex-

plorer‟s Grant from the 

American Philosophical So-

ciety.  This allowed her to 

continue this research in the 

winter.  These two grants 

provided for a crucial por-

tion of Sarah‟s fieldwork.  

Because Northern Yucatan 

has a broad-leaf, mostly 

deciduous forest, research 

on TEK, land use, and the 

agrarian cycle requires see-

ing the wet and dry seasons.  

Currently, Sarah is prepar-

ing to defend her proposal, 

reviewing and sorting data 

from the winter, and plan-

ning to begin writing her 

dissertation this summer. 

Sarah Taylor was granted 

the 2010 DeCormier 

Scholarship for her project 

titled “To Plant or Protect: 

Household decision-

making on agrarian land 

use in Yucatan.”  The gen-

erous award allowed Sarah 

to embark on a project 

that  explores the relation-

ship between traditional 

ecological knowledge 

(TEK) and land use. This is 

a part of her larger re-

search agenda that exam-

ines how residents of a 

Maya village in Mexico ne-

gotiate diverse goals of 

economic development 

and ecological conserva-

tion through participation 

in or exclusion from the 

community-based tourism 

(CBT) project. Specifically, 

the research identifies in-

fluences that these negotia-

tions have on land-use 

decisions and economic 

strategies for benefit from 
Many ejidatarios in Ek’Balam 
use land in diverse ways, for 

farming, raising cattle, and for 
fuel and building materials. 

Others farm only a small portion 
and have dedicated the rest to 

conservation. Here, a man is 
relocating orchids along a 

nature trail.  

2010 Recipient: Sarah Taylor The DeCormier 

Scholarship has been 

awarded to more than 

50 IMS Student 

Associates over the last 

32 years, many of whom 

have gone on to make 

important contributions 

to Mesoamerican 

scholarship. 



Classic Period cities in the 

Maya Lowlands.  This paper 

was awarded the David 

Scotchmer Essay Award 

from the Institute for Meso-

american Studies.  A revised 

version of this paper is cur-

rently under review for pub-

lication in the journal An-

cient Mesoamerica.   

IMS Faculty Associates 

The whole group is 

also at work on its 

next monograph, 

tentatively entitled 

Words of counsel for 

the Triqui 

people.   This address, 

written by Román 

Vidál López, is a call 

for peace in Triqui 

communities that 

have experienced 

political violence in 

the last several 

decades.  
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George Aaron Broadwell 

tion on the phonology of 

Triqui loan-

words. Sharone Horowit-

Hendler is working on 

her masters thesis on 

Triqui rhetoric.  The en-

tire group continues to 

work on an audio diction-

ary of Copala Triqui and 

to investigate the gram-

mar and sound system of 

the language. The whole 

group is also at work on 

its next monograph, ten-

tatively entitled Words of 

counsel for the Triqui peo-

ple.   This address, writ-

ten by Román Vidál 

López, is a call for peace 

in Triqui communities 

that have experienced 

political violence in the 

last several decades.  Mr. 

Vidál López has become 

literate in his language in 

the course of his work 

with this group over the 

last several years.   Mem-

bers of the working group 

are helping Mr. Vidál 

López with English and 

Spanish translations, 

checking the Copala Triqui 

version for consistency in 

spelling and tone marking, 

and making an audio ver-

sion of the text.  We hope 

to distribute print, audio, 

and electronic versions of 

the text to Triqui commu-

nities in the US and Mexi-

co in 2011.  Our previous 

monograph, The Origin of 

the Sun and Moon: A Copala 

Triqui Legend, was pub-

lished in 2009. 

The Albany Triqui Work-

ing Group (Dr. George 

Aaron Broadwell, Sha-

rone Horowit-Hendler, 

Ashley LaBoda, Gabriela 

Aquino Dehesa, Kosuke 

Matsukawa, Ruth 

Scipione) is continuing to 

work with Román Vidál 

López, a native speaker of 

Copala Triqui,  on docu-

menting this indigenous 

language of Oaxaca, Mex-

ico.   Three graduate stu-

dents are currently work-

ing on theses related to 

the project.  Kosuke 

Matsukawa is doing dis-

sertation fieldwork com-

paring Copala Triqui to 

two other Triqui lan-

guages, and Ruth Scipione 

is working on a disserta-

He has served as director of 

two research projects.  The 

Champotón Regional Settle-

ment Survey focuses on the 

political, economic, and social 

changes associated with the 

Classic Maya collapse in the 

regional of Champotón, Cam-

peche.  Ek has also served as 

director and coordinator of 

Jerry Ek is a 

doctoral 

candidate 

focusing on 

Mesoameri-

can archae-

ology.  His 

research focuses include po-

litical economy, GIS applica-

tions in archaeology, and 

settlement pattern analysis.  

2010 Scotchmer Award: Jerry Ek 

the Mesoamerican Archaeo-

logical Settlement Database 

project, which consists of a 

GIS database of settlement 

survey information from 

published survey maps.  

Data from this latter project 

was used in an investigation 

of urban planning and com-

munity organization at three 



ma Press. In early April 

she participated in a 

meeting at Yale Universi-

ty of the northeastern 

Nahuatl group, presenting 

some of her current 

work on FM399, an early 

colonial pictorial cate-

chism from Mexico City. 

In May she will present an 

invited talk entitled 

“Golden Age Theater for 

Nahuas: Don Bartolomé 

de Alva‟s „El Animal 

Propheta y Dichosa Patri-

cida‟” at the conference 

Sor Juana Inés de la 

Cruz: Her Work, Colonial 

Louise M. Burkhart com-

pleted a volume on Na-

huatl theater oriented 

toward undergraduate 

students and other non-

specialists. The book pre-

sents translations of six 

plays drawn from the 

four-volume Nahuatl The-

ater set, revised for easier 

reading and staging, with 

a general introduction 

and a short commentary 

on each play. Aztecs on 

Stage: Religious Theater in 

Colonial Mexico will be 

published in Fall, 2011, by 

the University of Oklaho-

Mexico, and Spain’s Golden 

Age at California State 

University, Los Angeles. 

A paper on the Nahuatl 

play “The Destruction of 

Jerusalem” was published 

in Susan Schroeder‟s The 

Conquest All Over Again: 

Nahuas and Zapotecs 

Thinking, Writing, and 

Painting Spanish Colonial-

ism, from Sussex Aca-

demic Press‟s First Na-

tions and the Colonial 

Encounter series; a pa-

perback edition is forth-

coming. 

In February, Dr. 

Burrell was 

invited to give 

the keynote 

address at the 

State of 

Mexico’s forum 

on Women, 

Violence and 

Development. 
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Louise Burkhart 

Dr. Burrell was named a 

2009-10 American An-

thropological Association 

Leadership Mentoring 

Fellow, a new award to 

encourage future leader-

ship in the organization.  

Subsequent to her fellow-

ship year, she was elected 

to the board of the Gua-

temala Scholars Network. 

Among her recent publi-

cations are In and Out of 

Rights:  Security, Migra-

tion and Human Rights 

Talk in Postwar Guate-

mala, in the Journal of 

Latin American and Car-

ibbean Anthropology 

(2010) and La migración 

Mexicana y su aceso a 

salud; una perspectiva bi-

nacional desde Puebla y la 

región de la capital del 

estado de Nueva York in 

Migración y Instituciones 

Sociales (2011, with Elena 

Bilbao Gonzales and Jim 

Collins.)  In February, Dr. 

Burrell was invited to give 

the keynote address at the 

State of Mexico‟s forum 

on Women, Violence and 

Development. 

Jennifer Burrell 

Dr. Jennifer Burrell in the municipality of Todos Santos, Guatemala. 



The arqueology of Utatlan 

and the Popol Wuj; (2) 

New Perspectives on the 

Popol Wuj; and (3)The 

Popol Wuj and participa-

tion by Mayas in the Gua-

temalan Political System.  

In addition there were 

formal discussions on cur-

rent topics relative 

to the Maya of 

Guatemala.  Many 

hundreds of peo-

ple attended, in-

cluding several 

students from U. 

Albany, as well as 

such honored 

guests as the Min-

istra de Cultural, 

his Maya Assistant, 

the Mayor of Santa 

Cruz, the U.S. 

Ambassador to 

Guatemala, his 

Cultural Attache, 

and many scholars 

Dr. Carmack‟s most im-

portant event in 2010 

was to organize and par-

ticipate in the 5th Con-

gress of the Popol Wuj, 

in Santa Cruz del Quiche, 

Dept. Quiche, Guatemala.  

The Congreso presented 

three main sessions:  (1) 

from Universities 

throughout Guatemala. 

Representitives of nation-

al and local radio and 

newspapers were in at-

tendance, and numerous 

accounts of the Congreso 

appeared therein as well 

as on TV. IMS contribut-

ed almost half of the 

funds for the Congreso, 

the other funds coming 

from the US Embassy, the 

Ministerio de Cultura, 

and the Universidad Mes-

oamericana. 
 
 

Besides continuing to 

write his book, 'From 

Tribes to the Modern 

World-System: a Social 

Science Perspective on 

World History', Dr. Car-

mack lectured at Univ. 

Albany, Ohio State Uni-

(Continued on page 8) 

Robert Carmack 

IMS contributed 

almost half of 

the funds for 

the 5th 

Congress of the 

Popol Wuj, in 

Santa Cruz del 

Quiche, Dept. 

Quiche, 

Guatemala 
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Headquarters of the K’iche’ division of the Academia de Lenguas Mays: Nim 

Popol Ja. Santa Cruz del Quiche, Guatemala 

Dr. Robert Carmack, right, with dignitaries of the K’iche’ community and the Guatemalan state.  



John Justeson 

dialect surveys in more 

than 50 towns, on varia-

tion in Chiapas Zoque, 

Gulf Coast Nahua, and 

Yokot‟an (Chontal Ma-

yan).  The current work 

of the project‟s linguists 

and directors is the edit-

ing of what will ultimate-

ly be 23 dictionaries of 

these languages, to be 

published in hardcopy 

and online.   
 

 

Since our last newslet-

ter, Justeson has pub-

lished two papers:  one 

on the processes that 

led to the emergence of 

a numerical concept of 

zero among Mayan in 

Mesoamerica and, with 

Terrence Kaufman, a 

state-of-the-art paper in 

the “katun-ending” issue 

of Ancient Mesoamerica 

about accomplishments 

and further directions in 

the application of histori-

cal linguistics to the 

study of pre-Columbian 

Mesoamerica. 
 

 

 

This year Justeson is on 

sabbatical leave at the 

pre-Columbian program 

at Dumbarton Oaks in 

Washington, D.C., 

where, in collaboration 

with Terrence Kaufman, 

he is writing a book on 

the decipherment of epi-

Olmec hieroglyphic writ-

ing.   
(See photo on following 

page) 

John Justeson served for 

eighteen years as co-

director of the Project 

for the Documentation 

of the Languages of Me-

so-America, with Ter-

rence Kaufman and Rob-

erto Zavala Maldonado 

as co-directors.  This 

past summer, in 2010, 

the project‟s final season 

of linguistic field  was 

concluded in Fortín de 

las Flores, in Veracruz, 

Mexico, involving the 

work of 14 linguists with 

native speakers of 16 

indigenous languages of 

Mexico.  Prior to the 

field season, the PDLMA 

also completed a dialect 

survey of 80 Zapotec-

speaking and 20 Chatino

-speaking communities; 

during the field season it 

completed three other 
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This year Robert Jarvenpa 

continued his activity as 

part of UAlbany anthro-

pology‟s ongoing four-

field survey of and with 

the Curré indigenous re-

serve in Buenos Aires, 

Costa Rica. He revised a 

manuscript, “Recursos, 

Usos de Tierra y 

Economía de Casa en el 

Territorio Indígena de 

Curré/Yimba, 2006-2007: 

Un Sumario Preliminar,” 

for possible publication in 

a special issue of 

Cuadernos de Antropología. 

The latter issue will in-

clude other reports from 

our survey group and was 

compiled and edited by 

Robert Carmack.  
 

A focused analysis of  

Jarvenpa‟s political ecolo-

gy data set from the Cur-

ré survey continues in 

collaboration with Daniel 

White and Heidi Nicholls. 

Robert Jarvenpa 

mack commented that 

“Of my some 50 Ph.D. 

students, none was more 

gratifying than Boyd, a 

Finally, and perhaps most 

important of all, he fin-

ished directing his final 

doctoral student, Boyd 

Servio-Mariano.  Dr. Car-

versity, and University of 

Costa Rica. 
 
 

(Continued from page 7) great person and su-

perb scholar.” 



Walter E. Little 

lighted in an American An-

thropological Association 

109th Annual Meeting 

“Invited Panel” and at a 

prestigious School for Ad-

vanced Research seminar, 

"The Politics of Street 

Vending and New Econom-

ic Regimes in the Urban 

South," which he organized 

with Karen Tranberg Han-

sen and Lynne B. Milgram 

in Santa Fe, NM from 

March 12 to 17, 2011. He 

also gave guest lectures at 

Bowdoin College, the Uni-

Much of Dr. Little‟s re-

search was dedicated to 

his urban anthropological 

research in Antigua Gua-

temala. In this project, he 

explores how Antigua has 

been represented by the 

national government and 

the global tourism indus-

try as a “Maya Colonial” 

place that places Mayas in 

relation to Spanish Colo-

nial architecture, despite 

local municipal attitudes 

that reject this image. 

This research was high-
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Frontish row, left to right:  Erin Donnelly (linguist, Zapoteco de Choapan); Rosaura López Cartas (speaker, Zapoteco de Juchitán); Paula 
Martínez (speaker and linguist, Zapoteco de Logueche); Chanaj K‟in Florinda (speaker, Lakantun); Olivia Garral Pérez; Terrence Kaufman 

(linguist, Zoque de Santa María Chimalapa & Zoque de San Miguel Chimalapa; co-director); Benigno Robles Reyes (field assistant); Abelardo 
Ramírez García (speaker, Zapoteco de Atepec); José del Carmen Juárez Gómez (speaker, Zoque de Tecpatán); David Mora-Marín (linguist, Mixe 
de Guichicovi).  Middle row:  Craig Hilts (linguist, Zapoteco de Atepec); Tranquilino Cavero Ramírez (speaker, Chatino de Zenzontepec); 

Antonio Arreola Valentín (speaker, Zapoteco de Choapan); Melina López Durán (field administrator); Ceferino Salgado Castañeda (speaker, 

Nahua de Tacuapan); Gabriela Pérez Báez (linguist, Zapoteco de Juchitán); Una Canger (linguist, Nahua de Tacuapan); C. Andrew Hofling 
(linguist, Lakantun); Jeffrey Rasch (linguist, Chatino de Yaitepec).  Back row:  Roberto Zavala Maldonado (linguist, Zoque de Tecpatán; co-

director); Cecilio Felipe Martínez (speaker, Mixe de Guichicovi); Martín Esteban Hernández (speaker, Yokot‟an [Chontal Mayan]); Valentín 
Peralta Ramirez (linguist, Nahua de Pajapan); John Justeson (co-director); Eric Campbell (linguist, Chatino de Zenzontepec); Bradley Montgomery
-Anderson (linguist, Yokot‟an).  Not pictured:  Camilo Miguel Sánchez(speaker, Zoque de San Miguel Chimalapa); Nemorio Pérez Jiménez 

(speaker, Zoque de Santa María Chimalapa); José del Carmen Osorio May (speaker and linguist, Yokot‟an). 

Rebecca Plummer, artist and 
Kaqchikel student, Dr. Walter Little, 

and Kaqchikel teacher, Waqi 
Aq’ab’al at the Guatemalan National 

Archaeology and Ethnology Museum. 



 

The Economic Founda-

tions of Mayapán Project 

(PEMY) under the direc-

tion of Marilyn Masson, 

Carlos Peraza Lope, and 

Timothy Hare, has been 

busy advancing analysis 

and publication after the 

completion of two of the 

largest seasons of investi-

gations in 2008 and 2009. 

This work was supported 

by NSF and the Center 

for Field Exploration 

(National Geographic 

Society). A major book 

on Mayapán, edited by 

Masson and Peraza, is in 

the very final editing stag-

es at long last will be sub-

mitted to the University 

something very close to 

that. 

 
Project activities for the 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Carved bone with hieroglyphic inscription found by a student in “Archaeological 
Lab Techniques” (Fall 2010). The glyphs are not currently legible, but efforts will 

be made to find the adjoining pieces of the bone so that the complete script can 

be made.  

Marilyn Masson 

Press of Colorado this 

June. It will probably be 

entitled “Urban Life at 

Mayapán: An Ancient Ma-

ya Political Capital” or 

was in Sololá, he expand-

ed Dr. David Carey‟s 

(University of Southern 

Maine) and his collabora-

tive ethnohistorical re-

search project on high-

land Maya political mu-

rals. This study looks at 

the ways in which Mayas 

Language and Culture 

class. Co-direct, Judith 

Maxwell (Tulane) and he 

with the assistance of an 

advanced graduate stu-

dent, Joyce Bennett, are 

writing a third Kaqchikel 

Maya language textbook, 

Kik’aslemal ri Kaqchikela’ - 

Kaqchikel Maya Life for 

the University of Texas 

Press. The 

Kaqchikel class 

also visited the 

Fifth Congress of 

the Popol Wuj 

where they partici-

pated in discus-

sions with Dr. Car-

mack and other 

top scholars.  
 

While the 

Kaqchikel course 

versity of Southern 

Maine, and the University 

of New Mexico about 

this project. 
 

In addition to the urban 

Antigua project, Dr. Little 

spent his 15th summer in 

Guatemala co-directing 

Tulane University‟s Oxla-

juj Aj: Kaqchikel Maya 

(Continued from page 9) 

Dr. Judith Maxwell, Kaqchikel Student B’alam, 

and Dr. Little at an Oxlajuj Aj function. 

Solola, Guatemala Municipal Building adorned with a political mural about 

the town’s history. 

visually document and 

remember Guate-

mala‟s recent tumultu-

ous past. 

 

 

 

 

 



past year have included an 

analysis and photography 

trip in March 2010, inten-

sive writing and data anal-

ysis for the book during 

Masson‟s Spring 2010 sab-

batical, a large SAA posi-

um (April 2010) with con-

tributions by many project 

members. Look soon for 

the Mayapán project web-

site 

(Mayapánarchaeology.org), 

created with the expertise 

of Sarah Taylor and Sloan 

Tash under the auspices of 

a FRAP B grant to Masson 

last Spring. The IMS web-

site will also have updated 

information on Mayapán 

that will link to the project 

website. During the Fall 

2010 semester, a large 

portion of Mayapán faunal 

bones (2008-2009 sea-

sons) were analyzed with 

the help of University at 

Albany undergraduate stu-

dents enrolled in Masson‟s 

“Archaeological Lab Tech-

niques” course (or related 

(Continued from page 10) 

internships) as well as 

graduate students who 

took a seminar in Zooar-

chaeology that semester. 

Masson is grateful to all 

students who contributed 

to this effort. 
 
University at Albany stu-

dent Cuauhtémoc Vidal-

Guzman is completing his 

study that compares 

breakage patterns on hu-

man bones from a mass 

grave to butchered animal 

bones at Mayapán. The 

mass grave was investigat-

ed by the PEMY project in 

2008, and Cuauhtémoc‟s 

results suggest that this 

massacre was accompa-

nied by acts of intentional 

desecration including 

burning and butchering. 

Although these patterns 

were observed during ex-

cavation, the project 

needed a quantitative and 

comparative study to 

support this interpreta-

tion.  

 
Cuauhtémoc received an 

NSF Research Experience 

for Undergraduates 

award to perform this 

work and he will present 

his results at this year‟s 

University at Albany Un-

dergraduate Research 

Conference.  
 

Marilyn Masson and Da-

vid Freidel presented a 

paper at Dumbarton 

Oaks in October which 

compared Classic and 

Postclassic Maya econom-

ic patterns  entitled 

“Wide Open Spaces: A 

Long View of the Im-

(Continued on page 12) 

“Bruce Dahlin 

was a colleague 

and friend to 

many 

archaeologists… 

He is deeply 

missed, both 

personally and 

professionally, by 

all members of 

the Mayapán 

team. ”  
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Bruce Dahlin (L) and Clifford Brown (R) at Mayapán (2003).  

Cuauhtémoc Vidal-Guzman at Mayapán (on top of the Temple of 

Kukulkan) in March 2010. 



As this newsletter goes 

to press, Professor Rob-

ert Rosenswig and his 

graduate students have 

just returned from a 

three month field season 

on the Pacific coast of 

Mexico. Rosenswig re-

cently received a 

$280,000 grant from the 

National Science Founda-

tion to continue his re-

search in the Mexican 

state of Chiapas, near the 

site of the pre-Columbian 

ruins of Izapa. This was 

the first of three field 

seasons funded by the 

grant and was a tremen-

dous success. An area of 

just under 80 square kilo-

meters along the Guate-

malan border and the 

Pacific Ocean has now 

been intensively surveyed. 

The research team in-

cludes researchers like 

UAlbany graduate student 

Marx Navarro and Albany 

alum Daniel Seinfeld. 
Seinfeld, who graduated 

(Continued on page 13) 

Robert Rosenswig 

and Joanne Pillsbury). 

Masson and Freidel are 

poised to submit two 

other papers that grew 

out of this collaboration, 

including a synthetic re-

view of ancient markets 

and the potential of com-

parative analogies for the 

Classic Maya case, as well 

as a paper on currencies, 

counting tokens, and ac-

counting practices in 

Classic Maya art and ar-

chaeology.  
 

Work on the antiquity of 

Maya markets simply can-

not proceed without us-

ing of the works of Bruce 

Dahlin as a point of embar-

kation. Bruce Dahlin passed 

away in February 2011. 

Bruce Dahlin was a col-

league and friend to many 

archaeologists, including the 

directors, students, and 

staff of the Mayapán project 

and he collaborated with us 

to investigate a marketplace 

at this city in 2008. In fact, the idea for 

the PEMY Project to investigate house-

hold archaeology and political economy at 

Mayapán was first suggested by him in 

1999. He is deeply missed, both personal-

ly and professionally, by all members of 

the Mayapán team.  

portance of Maya Market 

Exchange.” This paper 

rallies evidence from the 

quantitative distribution 

of nonlocal items and 

valuables to support an 

argument of significant 

market institutions during 

the Classic Period, and to 

further suggest that mar-

kets were an important 

foundation for the power 

of governing elites. The 

paper will be published in 

2012 in a Dumbarton 

Oaks book on markets of 

New World civilizations 

(edited by Kenneth Hirth 

(Continued from page 11) 

Rosenswig recently 

received a 

$280,000 grant 

from the National 

Science 

Foundation to 

continue his 

research in the 

Mexican state of 

Chiapas, near the 

site of the pre-

Columbian ruins of 

Izapa.  
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Rebecca Mendelsohn will base her dissertation on research collected 

in the Soconusco. 

http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.nsf.gov/


from UAlbany in 2003, 

took part in his first UAl-

bany archaeology field 

school, run by Dr. Mari-

lyn Masson in Belize in 

2002. He has just com-

pleted his dissertation in 

archaeology at Florida 

State University based on 

data collected by 

Rosenswig through the 

2005 and 2008 UAlbany 

field schools at the site of 

San Estevan in northern 

Belize. Seinfeld is one 

among many UAlbany 

graduates who have 

turned a field school ex-

perience into a career. 
At its most basic level, 

the proposed research 

asks: how did our strati-

fied world evolve from 

the egalitarian hunter-

gatherers that constitute 

most of human history? 

(Continued from page 12) After over 100,000 years 

of the existence of mod-

ern humans on earth, 

hierarchical forms of po-

litical organization 

emerged around the 

world during the past 

5000 years. Power and 

hierarchy are fundamental 

issues addressed by many 

social sciences and ar-

chaeologists are in a 

unique position to ex-

plore the origins and de-

velopment of the institu-

tionalized hierarchy that 

permeates modern life. 
The broader impact of 

this research is to docu-

ment the political history 

of Izapa, and increase 

awareness of archaeologi-

cal resources in the re-

gion as well as contribute 

to local and national Mex-

ican cultural heritage. Na-

varro helped in this en-

deavor by developing 

teaching materials and 

organizing an outreach 

program to local schools. 
In addition to Navarro 

and Seinfeld, current UAl-

bany graduate students 

Caroline Antonelli and 

Rebecca Mendelsohn will 

base their dissertations 

research on data collect-

ed by the Soconusco pro-

ject. Further, Sean Hig-

gins, who received in 

master's degree under 

Rosenswig's direction in 

2009 also participated on 

the project. The project 

has also helped advance 

the careers of interna-

tional students such as 

Yahaira Nuñez, who is 

from Costa Rica and has 

applied for a Fulbright 

fellowship to come and 

study archaeology at UAl-

bany in the fall. 

The project has 

also helped 

advance the 

careers of 

international 

students such as 

Yahaira Nuñez, 

who is from 

Costa Rica and 

has applied for a 

Fulbright 

fellowship to 

come and study 

archaeology at 

UAlbany in the 

fall. 
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Projectiles from  

Mayapán 

Marx Navarro lecturing to elementary school student in the village of Miguel Aleman. 

http://www.albany.edu/sanestevan/


 

her master‟s paper, 

"Lithic Specialization 

at Mayapan: An Inde-

pendent Workshop in 

Postclassic Northern 

Yucatan." A revised 

version was submitted 

a journal article, and is 

currently under re-

view.   

Betsy was the lab direc-

tor and ceramics analyst 

for the Bolonchen Re-

gional Archaeological 

Project's excavations at 

Kiuic and Escalera al Cie-

lo this past summer 

(2010) and will return 

this summer (2011).  In 

December, she finished 

Betsy Kohut 

John Edvalson 

teachers and community 

politics in the Maya com-

munity of Nahuala, Gua-

temala. He is also work-

ing on becoming fluent in 

K'iche'. Since his family 

has decided to join him,  

fieldwork is much less 

lonely but a lot more 

busy. People in Nahuala 

have been wonderful to 

work with and have been 

very excited to have a 

resident family of gringos 

in the community. John 

will be wrapping up my 

preliminary research in 

June. The research has 

been very rewarding and 

challenging and he is 

looking forward to com-

pleting field work in 2012, 

funded by his recently 

awarded Fulbright Fellow-

ship.  John would like to 

thank the IMS for their 

continued support and 

encouragement. 
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IMS Student Associates 

Over the past year John 

has been conducting dis-

sertation research on 



Courtney is currently in 

the field in Nicaragua 

completing her disserta-

tion research and is being 

funded by the National 

Science foundation Doc-

toral Dissertation Im-

provement Grant for her 

proposal entitled Rural 

Microcredit as a Liveli-

hood Strategy:  The Polit-

ical Economy of a Nicara-

guan Village.  She is ac-

companied in the field by 

her husband and son.  

Courtney plans to return 

to Albany in August. 
While in the field she has 

published two brief 

piece,s one in An-

throNews and the other 

was published online by 

the Society for Applied 

Anthropology.  She also 

published a book review 

on the work titled Why 

Doesn’t Microfinance 

Work?  The Destructive 

Rise of Local Neoliberalism 

by Milford Bateman in 

Enterprise Development 

and Microfinance.  Addi-

tionally, the article  

“Latino Woman´s Spiritu-

al Beliefs Related to 

Health,¨ where Courtney 

is a second author to Dr. 

Janine Jurkowski, was 

published by American 

Journal of Health Promo-

tion, Sept-Oct 2010 vol 

25, i1, 19. 

Courtney Kurlanska 

Inside Story Headline 

Jared Latimer 

on the particular strate-

gies employed by elite 

community members in 

order to garner and 

maintain political pow-

er.  In the fall of 2010 he 

submitted a NSF doctoral 

dissertation improvement 

grant entitled "Ancient 

Regional Development 

and Elite Interaction in 

the Central Caribbean, 

Costa Rica."  More re-

cently Jared, along 

with  Dr. Robert 

Rosenswig and Ricardo 

Vázquez submitted an 

article to be published in 

the journal Vincu-

los. Jared was award-

ed his dissertation im-

provement grant in 

March, and he is current-

ly preparing to return to 

Costa Rica in May to fin-

ish collecting the data he 

needs for his dissertation 

research.  

Jared Latimer spent last 

summer working on his 

dissertation.  His re-

search examines a cluster 

of archaeological sites in 

the Central Caribbean of 

Costa Rica.  His focuses 

Courtney’s 

dissertation research 

is being funded by 

the National 

Science Foundation 

Doctoral 

Dissertation 

Improvement Grant 

for her proposal 

entitled “Rural 

Microcredit as a 

Livelihood Strategy:  

The Political 

Economy of a 

Nicaraguan Village.”   
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Ryan is a first year PhD 

student in cultural an-

thropology interested in 

layered identities and nat-

uralized discrimination. 

Particularly, Ryan would 

like to focus on homo-

sexuality and its conse-

quences in terms of 

health disparities. Ryan 

has recently conducted 

fieldwork in Yucatán, and 

plans to continue ethno-

graphic research in the 

area as soon as possible. 

This year Ryan attended 

the SfAA meetings to 

present a poster under-

scoring the necessity for 

collaboration between 

large-scale multinational 

organizations, regional 

associations, and grass-

roots NGOs in terms of 

better allocating neces-

sary resources 

(particularly in disaster 

situations like the 2010 

Haitian earthquake). 

Ryan Levy 

Rebecca Mendelsohn 

Studies First Encounter 

award to assist this sum-

mer on the Actuncan Ar-

chaeological Project led 

by Dr. Lisa LeCount of 

the University of Ala-

bama. The project seeks 

to investigate the devel-

opment of Maya kingship 

using evidence from 

households at the archae-

ological site of Actuncan 

located in the Belize Riv-

(Continued on page 17) 

Rebecca Mendelsohn is a 

second year PhD student 

in the anthropology de-

partment at the Universi-

ty at Albany. She began 

this year by using her In-

stitute for Mesoamerican 
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Ryan is pictured with Rodolfo in Cobá, Quintana Roo, Mexico.  

Ben Leeming 

focused on ecclesiastical 

texts written in Nahuatl 

and in particular on the 

many creative ways in 

which indigenous authors 

shaped and modified the 

Christian message 

through the process of 

translation.  One of the 

projects Ben has been 

working on this year is an 

investigation of the use in 

ecclesiastical Nahuatl 

sources of the Nahuatl 

word for "deity" (teōtl) as 

a translation for the Span-

ish word for God (Dios) 

and the ways in which 

this may have altered in-

digenous understandings 

of the Judeo-Christian 

deity.  He will be present-

ing my preliminary find-

ings to a gathering of Na-

huatl scholars at Yale in 

early April.  Additionally, 

he has been thinking a 

great deal about disserta-

tion topics, which he 

hopes to have chosen by 

the beginning of the fall 

semester.   

Ben has been on sabbati-

cal this year from my 

teaching position at The 

Rivers School in Weston, 

MA and is thrilled to be 

working full-time on 

completing his PhD 

course require-

ments.  Without a doubt, 

the highlight of Ben‟s first 

year in the department 

has been working one on 

one with Dr. Burkhart on 

the translation of early 

colonial Nahuatl 

texts.  His research is 

 

“Being a full-time 

student again has 

been an 

immensely 

rewarding 

experience and I 

have really 

enjoyed getting 

to know and 

work with 

everyone in my 

cohort!" 



center of K‟o in north-

east Guatemala.  The 

skeletal remains were of 

about a  50-year old man 

in relatively good health 

at the time of his 

death.  Arranged around 

the head of the body, lay 

8 ceramic vessels that 

were laid out to form a 

crude outline “Kan” 

cross.  One of the ceram-

ic vessels associated with 

the burial was a black 

incense burner, depicting 

a man wearing a trefoil 

shaped headdress.  This 

image is of the Maya jest-

er god, one of the earliest 

symbols of Maya rul-

ership. According to Dr. 

Michael Callaghan, 

Holmul project ceramist, 

the vessel dates to 350 

B.C.  The previous oldest 

royal tomb was found at 

San Bartolo in 2005 and 

dates to 100 B.C.  Both 

burials were found un-

derneath residential 

structures.  Currently, 

Paling is writing his doc-

toral dissertation which 

examines the production 

and exchange of chipped-

stone tools from the sites 

of K‟o and Hamontún in 

the Holmul region, as 

well as from San Estevan, 

Belize. 

from the project, spon-

sored by a PEO Scholar 

Award.  Her project, the 

Proyecto Económico de 

los Altos de Chiapas was 

co-directed with Roberto 

López Bravo, Director of 

the Museo Regional de 

Following her 2009 dis-

sertation fieldwork in San 

Cristobal de Las Casas, 

Chiapas, Mexico, Eliza-

beth Paris has been en-

gaged in writing her dis-

sertation, publications 

and reports resulting 

Chiapas, and examines 

the way that household 

producers in the Post-

classic highland communi-

ties of Moxviquil and 

Huitepec participated in 

commercial exchange 

(Continued on page 18) 

Jason Paling 

Elizabeth Paris 
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Rebecca was  

awarded a 

National Science 

Foundation 

Graduate 

Research 

Fellowship for 

her graduate 

studies at the 

University at 

Albany.  

year Rebecca was  award-

ed a National Science 

Foundation Graduate Re-

search Fellowship for her 

graduate studies at the 

University at Albany. In 

between field seasons she 

continued classes and 

completed her compre-

hensive exams. She is 

currently writing her 

Masters paper on the 

earliest Early Formative 

ceramic phases that were 

excavated by Dr. 

Rosenswig from the So-

conusco site of 

Cuauhtémoc. 

cal materials in three dif-

ferent environmental 

zones of the Soconusco 

region of Chiapas, Mexi-

co. This season the team 

worked in coastal plain 

environmental zone, adja-

cent to the Pacific coast-

line. Rebecca led a team 

of Mexican workers in a 

systematic search for ar-

chaeological materials 

through banana and man-

go plantations. Rebecca 

will return to the Soco-

nusco this summer with 

the project to survey in 

the low hills region.  This 

er Valley. Rebecca led the 

excavations at Group 4, a 

C-shaped administrative 

complex associated with 

the Postclassic or Termi-

nal Classic period and the 

earlier occupation levels 

found underneath.  Re-

becca also spent the win-

ter season in the field, 

conducting survey as part 

of the Izapa Regional Sur-

vey Project. The project, 

directed by Dr. Robert 

Rosenswig of the 

Univesity at Albany, aims 

to document archaeologi-

(Continued from page 16) 

While working for the 

Holmul Archaeological 

Project in 2008, Jason 

Paling found what is 

being considered the 

earliest royal Mayan 

burial.  Under the di-

rection of Dr. John 

Tomasic of the Uni-

versity of Kansas, Pal-

ing discovered the 

burial within a chultun 

located beneath the 

floor of a residential 

structure at the Mayan 



networks at the local, 

regional and interregional 

scales (supported by an 

NSF Doctoral Disserta-

tion Improvement Grant, 

a Benevolent Grant from 

the University at Albany 

Benevolent Association, 

the Museo Na Bolom, 

and the New World Ar-

chaeological Foundation).  

Preliminary research for 

this project on the monu-

mental center of Mox-

viquil in collaboration 

with Thomas Lee 

(UNICACH) and Eric 

Taladoire (Université de 

Paris 1) is currently in 

review by Ancient Mesoa-

merica and the Anuario of 

CESMECA, Chiapas.  Ad-

ditionally, she is coordi-

nating an international 

collaboration of scholars 

to investigate metallic 

residues on potential 

metallurgical molds from 

the Postclassic Maya site 

of Mayapán including 

(Continued from page 17) Dorothy Hosler (MIT), 

Jennifer Meanwell (MIT), 

Wilberth Cruz Alvarado 

(UADY), Carlos Peraza 

Lope (INAH-Yucatán) 

and Marilyn Masson 

(SUNY-Albany), support-

ed by the SUNY-Albany 

GSO. She recently pre-

sented the results of the-

se two projects at the 

Congreso Maya in Meri-

da, Yucatán, Mexico in 

March 2011.  Two other 

ongoing projects related 

to her research on lithic 

production and consump-

tion include an analysis of 

the obsidian artifacts 

from the 2009 project at 

the Tlacuachero site in 

Chiapas directed by Bar-

bara Voorhies (presented 

at the Society for Ameri-

can Archaeology meet-

ings, 2011), and an analy-

sis of the chert artifacts 

from the 2005 project at 

San Estevan Project di-

rected by Robert 

Rosenswig (accepted for 

Christine Preble 

liaison. Thanks to valuable 

contacts made through 

IMS, she will be the field-

school assistant for the 

Open School of Ethnog-

raphy and Anthropology 

Community Institute for 

Transcultural Exchange 

(OSEA-CITE) in Pisté, 

Mexico this summer. Up-

on return, Christine will 

be teaching AANT269: The 

Caribbean for this year's 

UAlbany Summer Ses-

sions. She hopes to begin 

her dissertation fieldwork 

in Fall 2011 in Cozumel, 

Mexico, studying mass 

tourism and the cultural 

commodification of indi-

geneity, specifically Maya-

ness, in one of the most 

popular cruise ship desti-

nations in the world.  

Christine has been very 

busy working toward 

ABD status this year. She 

is currently serving on 

the Executive Board of 

the University at Albany's 

Graduate Student Organ-

ization as the Program-

ming Chair as well as 

holding an elected posi-

tion in the Anthropology 

Graduate Student Organ-

ization's as GAC student 
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 Liz will spend  

next year in 

Washington, 

D.C. sponsored 

by a 

Dumbarton 

Oaks Junior 

Fellowship. 

publication in Lithic Tech-

nology).  She will continue 

to work on these pro-

jects next year sponsored 

by a Dumbarton Oaks 

Junior Fellowship. 

 



Supported by a Carson 

Carr Diversity Scholar Fel-

lowship for the 2010-2011 

year, Irene has returned 

to continue her doctoral 

studies in the Anthropol-

ogy Department as well 

as the School of Public 

Health at UAlbany with 

the mentoring of Dr. 

Lawrence M. Schell. She 

is interested in assessing 

the effects of maternal 

characteristics and socio-

environmental factors on 

adverse birth outcomes 

related to maternal dis-

eases among vulnerable 

populations in Mexico 

and Upstate NY.  This 

spring, the Hispanic-

Serving Health Professions 

Schools (HSHPS) awarded 

her a summer fellowship 

to participate in HSHPS/

Focusing Research on the 

Border Area (FRONTERA) 

Training Program hosted 

by University of Arizona‟s 

College of Medicine and 

Public Health as part of 

the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Ser-

vices‟ “Hispanic Agenda 

for Action” initiative.  

With role mentoring 

from professors of UA, 

Irene Valdes Wochinger 

will engage in community 

based research projects, 

attend binational meet-

ings, visit border commu-

nities and health care fa-

cilities, participate in ser-

vice learning projects as 

well as  conducting re-

search. This rigorous re-

search training program 

will provide a foundation 

and understanding of the 

health disparities affecting 

Hispanics in the U.S.  Af-

ter the training period 

ends, she will return to 

UAlbany and continue 

her doctoral studies in 

Anthropology and Public 

Health.   

Irene Valdés Wochinger  

A rigorous 

research training 

program will 

provide a 

foundation and 

understanding of 

the health 

disparities 

affecting 

Hispanics in the 

U.S.   
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Winston Scott 

Winston is finishing out the 

last leg of his Fulbright re-

search grant in Senahu, Gua-

temala and continuing to ob-

serve social movements and 

agricultural restructuring 

among displaced Q'eqchi' 

plantation laborers. He will 

continue his field research 

until mid-August of the cur-

rent year. 



ty.  Our books are edited 

and produced in-house, 

printed and bound at a com-

mercial press. 
IMS also periodically pub-

lishes Occasional Publica-

tions and Papers. These are 

usually project or site re-

ports that are produced in-

house as well. The only dif-

ference is that authors sub-

mitting occasional publica-

tions and papers are re-

sponsible for their own edit-

ing, design,  and layout. 

IMS Publications 

Studies in Culture and Society       

The following publications are in print and distributed through the University Press of Colorado. 
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The publication of scholarly 

books on Mesoamerica is 

one of the major activities 

of the Institute.  IMS pub-

lishes two series of scholar-

ly books on Mesoamerica: 

IMS Monographs and Stud-

ies on Culture and Socie-

Volume 1: Symbol and Meaning Behind the Closed Community: Essays in Mesoamerican Ideas, edited by Gary 

Gossen.  
This innovative volume seeks to identify patterns in Mesoamerican symbolic representation that have 

persistence and coherence across the boundaries of time, space, culture, and language. The collection also 

includes consideration of recent and powerful arrivals on the Mesoamerican stage, notably, European 

political, economic, and religious systems. 

ISBN 0-942041-10-0, $18.00 

 

 

 
Volume 2: The Work of Bernardino de Sahagun: Pioneer Ethnographer of Sixteenth-Century Aztec Mexico, 

edited by J. Jorge Klor de Alva, H.B. Nicholson, and Eloise Quiñones Keber. 
“ The present collection is more substantial and more innovative than the last such anthology.  It should 
be gratefully received by scholars in several disciplines and continue to be consulted and referred to for 

quite a few years...This most worthy and valuable publication promises to be on our shelves for a long 

time.”  - James Lockhart, University of California, Los Angeles. 

ISBN 0-942041-11-9, $25.00 

 

 

 

 
Volume 3: Ethnographic Encounters in Southern Mesoamerica: Essays in Honor of Evon Zartman Vogt, JR. edit-

ed by Victoria R. Bricker and Gary H. Gossen. 
“This volume for Evan Vogt is an innovative and ingeniously crafted work, containing pieces ranging from 

pictorial essay through native texts to solid and exciting, if more traditional, ethnographic, ethnohistoric, 

and psychological studies.” - Brian M. Stross, University of Texas, Austin 

ISBN0-942041-12-7 

 

 

 

 

Volume 4: Casi Nada: A Study of Agrarian Reform in the Homeland of Cardenismo. John Gledhill.  
"CASI NADA is the result of many months that the author shared the lives of the ejidatarios of Guaracha, 

Michoacan and of his patient reconstruction of the collective memory concerning a half centry of violence 

and hope. Without a doubt, it will become obligatory reading for those interested in the themes of agrari-

an reform, peasant reproduction and political control at the local level. The book will also serve to re-

mind us that, if it is true that Mexican peasants never have supported populist inefficiencies, neither will 

they become enthusiastic supporters of a neoliberal agenda which condemns them to disappear." - 

Guillermo de la Peña; Director, CIESAS-Occidente; Guadalajara, Mexico 

ISBN 0-942641-13-5, $30.00 
(Continued on page 21) 
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Volume 5: With Our Heads Bowed: Dynamics of Gender in a Maya Community. Brenda Rosenbaum.  
"Brenda Rosenbaum has succeeded in capturing the daily routines of San Juan Chamula men and women in such 

a way as to reveal the gender subordination implicit in the fabric of this society. Since few of the monographs 

on this much studied area have addressed the issue of gender relations, this volume is a welcome and valuable 

addition to the field. Few ethnographers have explored the ambiguous link between ideology and social role 

performance in as great a depth as Brenda Rosenbaum. With her long commitment to fieldwork in San Juan 

Chamula she is able to demonstrate how women have been able to overreach a constraining model of behavior 

defined by men." - June Nash; Distinguished Professor of Anthropology; City University of New York 

ISBN 0-942041-14-3, $18 

 

Volume 6: Economies and Polities in the Aztec Realm, edited by Mary Hodge and Michael E. Smith.  
"The Seventeen papers in this collection deal with various aspects of the relationship between economics and 

the political units which constituted the Aztec state and its main competitor the Tarascan empire...Until recent-

ly Aztec studies were dominated by two rather narrow foci...a preoccupation with the Aztec capital of Tenoch-

titlan coupled with neglect of other cities and the rural countryside, and an over-emphasis on the best-known 

Native and Spanish chronicles which ignored the vast corpus of lesser known but equally important documen-

tary sources...Fortunately a few archaeologists and ethnohistorians, including the contributors to this volume, 

insisted on expanding the geographical and conceptual parameters of Aztec studies., They also began to employ 

recent innovative approaches in archaeology, locational geography, economics, political theory, and history in 

their quest to understand what really happened in central Mexico during the Postclassic period. The result has 

been some very exciting new perspectives on this fascinating topic." 

-Richard A. Diehl; Professor of Anthropology; University of Alabama 

ISBN 0-942041-15-1, $30 

 
Volume 7: Identities on the Move: Transnational Processes in North America and the Caribbean Basin, edited by 

Liliana Goldin.  
This valuable collection assembles essays by leading experts in transnationalism, highlighting emerging trends in 

this newly developed field. The contributions focus on the construction of transnational identities and how 

these identities form and change in the context of processes of migration and displacement. The book address-

es the ways in which nations and states frame identity formation through labels, politics of exception, and ra-

cialization through an interdisciplinary and multi-methodological perspective, which permits the student of 

transnational processes to access diverse constructs through multiple angles. The volume includes concrete 

ethnographic examples of identities in the making, documentation of the effects of exile and displacement, re-

flexive accounts by writers who have direct experience with transnationalism, and incisive theoretical argu-

ments that highlight the ways in which race, citizenship, nation-states, and neo-colonialism create images and 

actions of individuals and communities. The examples include discussions about Latinos in the United States, 

individuals and communities along the borders, indigenous peoples in migration, and identity construction in 

international workplaces.  Contributors include: Edna Acosta-Belén, Allan F. Burns, Jorge Durand, Duncan 

Earle, Juan Flores, Liliana R. Goldin, Michael Kearney, Douglas S. Massey, Victor D. Montejo, Suzanne Oboler, 

Carlos E. Santiago, Azara L. Santiago-Rivera, Nina Glick Schiller, and Ilan Stavas. 

ISBN 0-942041-18-6, $25 

 

Volume 8: Beware the Great Horned Serpent: Chiapas under the Threat of Napoleon. Robert M. Laughlin.  
"Dr. Robert M. Laughlin, one of the world's greatest students of native language and culture, has produced a 

"historical anthropology" that is both captivating and illuminating. Like a mystery novel, the reader is led from 
the accidental discovery of a Tzotzil-Maya nineteenth-century text, found in the very building where Laughlin 

works (the Smithsonian Institution), through the bizarre and dramatic history of events surrounding the 1812 

Cortes in Spain and an obscure proclamation sent to the officials of the American colonies. Through Laughlin's 

detailed accounts of these historical events that took place in Spain, New Spain, Peru, Guatemala, and Chiapa, 

the reader learns the meaning of the proclamation for the Creoles and Indians to whom it was addressed. In 

the best tradition of the "microhistorian," the proclamation and its Tzotzil text are historically and culturally 

contextualized rather than explained. As Laughlin himself states in his introduction: "The pages that follow pre-

sent a theater of the absurd, a fabulous history with myriads of details as if set in the Milky Way. The reader 

will not be comforted with an historical 'argument.'" The prose is wonderful, the characters alive, and the plot 

intriguing. And along the way, the reader is treated to an inside perspective on the vicissitudes and small tri-

umphs of colonial Indians in one small corner of the Mesoamerican world." 

- Robert M. Carmack, Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, University at Albany 

ISBN 0-942041-19-4, $28.50 

(Continued from page 20) 
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Monograph 9: Phoneticism in Mayan Hieroglyphic Writing, edited by John Justeson and Lyle Campbell.  
A classic in the literature on the decipherment of Mayan writing, Phoneticism grew out of the famous Albany 

conference--a gathering of the leading Mayanists who were working within the modern, linguistically-

informed paradigm for the analysis of Mayan hieroglyphic text. The volume contains nine senimal articles and 

appendixes. Many of the phonetic readings on which current epigraphic work depends are worked out and 

presented here. Several papers focus on or carefully exemplify rigorous decipherment methodology; others 

provide primary data on the ancient language forms that lie behind the glyphic representations. 

ISBN 0-942041-08-9, $27.00 

 

Monograph 11: Hach Winik: the Lacandon Maya of Chiapas, Southern Mexico. Didier Boremanse.  
Hach Winik may be the last comprehensive study of traditional Lacandon Maya society based on intensive 

ethnographic fieldwork. Long isolated, culturally conservative, and bearing a mystique of Mesoamerican 

"primitivism," the Lacandon now live on the brink of cultural disintegration. Their habitat is all but destroyed 

by lumbering and by the large-scale invasion of other Maya peoples in search of land. In the 1970s and 1980s, 

Dr. Didier Boremanse collected cultural data and textual materials from two groups of Lacandon who still 

remained relatively isolated. Hach Winik describes and compares the cultural traditions of these two groups. 
Topics presented in this volume include the history of Lacandon contact with other peoples as well as set-

tlement patterns, life cycle, social control, residence and marriage, the kinship system, and the ritual expres-

sion of these social domains. Statistical data are balanced by a wealth of descriptive detail concerning events 

and individuals. A number of oral narratives are also presented and include many words and utterances in 

the original language with English glosses. 

ISBN 0-942041-16-X, $18.00 

 
Monograph 12: Classic Period Mixtequilla, Veracruz, Mexico: Diachronic Inferences from Residential Investigations. 

Barbara Stark.  
This archaeological site report presents new in sights on an important but poorly-studied Mesoamerican 

culture-the Classic period of the Mexican Gulf Coast. Stark discusses her excavations at several sites in the 

Mixtequilla region, describes the deposits and artifacts encountered, and provides interpretations of the sites 

and their significance within a wider context. Her analysis of the ephemeral remains of perishable houses is 

innovative and contains one of the most sophisticated treatments of site formation processes yet carried 

out in Latin America. Particularly important is the identification of some of the earliest spindle whorls in 

Mesoamerica, leading to new views of the importance of cotton textiles in the changing economies of the 

Late Preclassic and Classic periods. Superb artifact illustrations, detailed descriptions, and an ample use of 
data tables, make this a valuable reference work. Mesoamericanists will find much of interest in this book, as 

will readers interested in tropical lowland settlement patterns, household archaeology, and site formation 

processes. 

ISBN 0-942041-17-8, $45.00 

 

Monograph 13: Before Guadalupe: The Virgin Mary in Early Colonial Nahuatl Literature. Louise Burkhart.  
The introduction of the Virgin Mary to the native peoples of Mexico is often closely associated with Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, the principal Mexican Marian devotion. According to legend, the devotion originated in 

1531 when the Virgin appeared to a Nahua man, Juan Diego, and left her image miraculously imprinted on 

his cloak. Historical evidence indicates, however, that the Mexican shrine was not established until the 

1560s, the legend was virtually unknown until its initial publication in Spanish in 1648 and in Nahuatl the 

following year; and native people did not participate in the devotion to any extensive degree until after the 

mid-seventeenth century. How, then, was devotion to the Virgin actually introduced to Nahuas during the 
first decades of Christian evangelization? This book addresses this question through the presentation of 

Nahuatl-language devotional texts relating to Mary, texts through which Nahuas learned about the Virgin 

and expressed their own developing devotion to her. The wide range of Nahuatl literature on the Virgin 

shows that, far from some early "syncretic" mixing of Mary with native "goddess" cults, Nahuas were intro-

duced to, and to varying degrees participated in, the full-blown medieval and Renaissance devotion to Mary, 

adapted into their own language. These sources date from the 1540s through the 1620s and represent all of 

the major religious orders involved in the evangelization of the Nahuas: Franciscans, Dominicans, Augustini-

(Continued on page 23) 
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ans and Jesuits. Native scholars participated in the composition of much of this material. Genres include ser-

mons, catechisms, prayers, narratives, drama, hymns, and antiphonal chants. The earliest extant edition of 

the rosary in Nahuatl is included, as are twelve miracle narratives, a complete Augustinian sermon on the 

Purification, and a lengthy native-edited account of the Assumption. Nahuatl text and English translation are 

presented in parallel columns. Each text is preceded by introductory commentary that explicates the Euro-

pean background of the material and its new meanings and uses in the Mexican context. 

ISBN 0-942041-21-6, $25.00 

 
Monograph 14: Postclassic Soconusco Society: the Late Prehistory of Chiapas, Mexico, edited by Barbara 

Voorhies and Janine Gasco.  
This timely report presents new archaeological data on Postclassic sites (11th through 16th centuries, AD) in 

one of the key regions of Mesoamerica. The Pacific coast of Soconusco was at the forefront of cultural devel-

opments from the time of its earliest farmers in the Formative period through the Spanish conquest. Yet 

until now the Postclassic archaeology of this region has remained poorly known. This book presents the 

results of archaeological fieldwork at the political center Acapetahua and other key Postclassic sites in Soco-

nusco by two leading Mesoamericanist archaeologists. The authors' analyses of artifacts shed light on subsist-

ence activities, the production of textiles and other craft items, commercial exchange, and the social context 

of life in this area. A notable feature of this report is the discussion of the place of these sites within the 

broader setting of Postclassic Mesoamerica. The Late Postclassic period was a dynamic and innovative time 
when peoples from all parts of Mesoamerica were drawn together by processes of commercial and stylistic 

interaction. Until recently, however, Postclassic archaeological data has been limited to a few areas. Postclas-

sic Soconusco Society now adds a key region to the overall picture. This work will serve as both a basic 

(Continued from page 22) 

IMS Publications and Occasional Publications 

IMS Publication No. 1: Archaeology and Ethnohis-

tory of the Central Quiche, Edited by Dwight T. Wal-

lace and Robert M. Carmack  

 
IMS Publication No. 2: Basic Quiche Grammar, By 

James L. Mondloch 

 
IMS Publication No. 4: Codex Vindobonensis Mexi-

canus I: A Commentary By Jill Leslie Furst (with a 

preface by Mary Elizabeth Smith) 

 
IMS Publication No. 5: Migration Across Frontiers: 
Mexico and the United States, Vol III, Edited by Fer-

nando Camara and Robert Van Kemper 

 
IMS Publication No. 6: The Historical Demography 
of Highland Guatemala, Edited by Robert Carmack, 

John Early, and Christopher Lutz 

 
IMS Publication No. 7: Aztec Sorcerers in Seven-
teenth Century Mexico: The Treatise on Superstitions 

by Hernando Ruiz de Alarcón, Edited and translated by 

Michael D. Coe and Gordon Whittaker 

 
IMS Publication No. 8: Maya Hieroglyphic Codices, 

By Yuri Knorosov, translated by Sophie Coe 

 
IMS Publication No. 10: A Consideration of the 

Early Classic Period in the Maya Lowlands, Edited by 

Gordon R. Willey and Peter Mathews 

 
All IMS Monographs and Occasional Publications are avail-
able for purchase in hard copy and many are available to 

download.  Please see our website, www.albany.edu/ims, or 

email ims@albany.edu for more information. 

Occasional Publication 1: The Belize Postclassic Project: Laguna de On Island Excava-

tions 1996, Edited by Marilyn A. Masson and Robert M. Rosenswig 
 

Occasional Publication 2: Belize Postclassic Project 1997: Laguna de On, Progresso 

Lagoon, Laguna Seca, Edited by Marilyn A. Masson and Robert M. Rosenswig 
 

Occasional Publication 3: Belize Postclassic Project 1998: Investigations at Progresso 

Lagoon, Edited by Marilyn A. Masson and Robert M. Rosenswig 
 

Occasional Publication 4: Ethnohistory of Early Colonial Nicaragua: Demography and 

Encomiendas of the Indian Communities, By Patrick S. Werner 
 

Occasional Publication 5: Belize Postclassic Project 1999: Continued Investigations at 
Progresso Lagoon and Laguna Seca, Edited by Robert M. Rosenswig and Marilyn A. Mas-

son 
 

Occasional Publication 6: Belize Postclassic Project 2000: Investigations at Caye Coco 
and the Shore Settlements of Progresso Lagoon, Edited by Robert M. Rosenswig and 

Marilyn A. Masson 
 

Occasional Publication 7: Belize Postclassic Project 2001: Investigations at Caye Coco 
and the Shore Settlements of Progresso Lagoon, Edited by Antonina M. Delu, Bradley W. 

Russell and Marilyn A. Masson 
 

 

Occasional Publication 8: Sacred Landscape and Settlement in the Sibun River Valley, 

XARP (1999) Archaeological Survey and Excavation, By Patricia McAnany 
 

Occasional Publication 9: Belize Postclassic Project 2002: Investigations at the Shore 

Settlements of Progresso Lagoon and San Estevan, Edited by Josalyn M. Ferguson, Maxine 

H. Oland and Marilyn A. Masson 
 

Occasional Publication 10: Belize Postclassic Project 2003: Investigations on the West 

Shore of Progresso Lagoon, Edited by Maxine Oland and Marilyn A. Masson 
 

Occasional Publication 11: Post Classic Figurines of Central Mexico, By Flora S. 

Kaplan 
 

Occasional Publication 12: The Ground Stone Tools of Caye Coco, Belize, By Anto-

nina M. Delu 
 

Occasional Publication 13: Postclassic Maya Lithic Tool Maintenance, Recycling, and 

Consumption Patterns at Laguna de On Island, By Sheila M Galup 
 

Occasional Publication 14: San Estevan Archaeological Project 2005: Report to the 

Department of Archaeology, Belmopan, Belize. Edited by Robert M. Rosenswig 
 

Occasional Publication 15: San Estevan Archaeological Project 2008: Report to the 

Department of Archaeology, Belmopan, Belize. Edited by Robert M. Rosenswig 
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The IMS publication program has a joint publication agreement with the University of Colorado Press with the goal 

of publishing at least one book manuscript per year in the area of Mesoamerican scholarship. Along with our publi-

cation agreement, University of Colorado Press will also distribute the existing IMS catalog. Manuscript proposals 

are now actively being solicited in all areas of the study of indigenous Mesoamericans. For information on submit-

ting a manuscript or proposal, visit http://www.albany.edu/ims/pubs.html, or contact us by email at ims@albany.edu, 

or by telephone at (518) 442-4722.  

IMS is grateful for the numerous small donations that we 

have regularly received from current and former IMS faculty 

and students, and from friends of Mesoamerican studies 

generally, to support IMS-sponsored research and publica-

tion activities.  

 
The national economic downturn has affected our general 

resources for this work. It has particularly affected endow-

ments. For IMS, it is the DeCormier endowment that is 

most seriously affected. For more than 30 years, this fund 

has supported dissertation field work by graduate students in 

Mesoamerican studies -- sometimes enough to complete 

dissertation work, often a basis for pilot studies that have led 

to successful applications for larger external grants.  

 
For many years, IMS has generally been able to support dis-

sertation field work by two graduate students every year. 

For the immediate future, the likelihood is that this fund will provide significantly reduced levels of support for dissertation re-

search. For those who are able, your contributions can help to renew this important part of the infrastructure for Mesoameri-

canist research.  

Giving to IMS: an appeal for support of the DeCormier  Scholarship Fund  

Your tax-deductable, charitable gift can be sent in the 

form of a check, made out to: 

 

The Institute for Mesoamerican Studies 

1400 Washington Avenue, AS233 

Albany, NY 12222 


