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Globalization
and the
Transformation

of the Public
Research University
Over the nearly four decades that

I have been a faculty member and
university administrator, I have
witnessed a transformation within
higher education driven by increasing
globalization of our planet.

This shift has influenced nearly every aspect of university life—from student recruitment, to the technological tools that we use, to faculty research.
In my academic discipline, when I first started attending the annual Society for Neuroscience meeting, of
about 5,000 people there were only a few international participants. At the last meeting in the fall of 2016,
the 30,000 attendees were strikingly international,
many studying at American universities. I plan to attend the June 2017 bi-annual meeting of the World
Association of Cooperative Education, organized
out of Massachusetts, which will be held this time in
Southeast Asia. Meetings too have gone global.
In terms of the dynamics that are bringing about
this transformation, there is no question that higher
education has been deeply impacted by the mobility
of students studying outside of their home countries.
(continued on pg 20)
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A Message from the Dean and Vice-Provost

truths We Have Known

Global Musical Connectivity:

Parallels to the Long History of Globalization

for More than Eight Hundred years

Harvey Charles, Ph.D

The University of Padova was established when a large
group of students and faculty at the University of Bologna
decided to escape the increasing levels of control being
imposed by the Commune on the student corporations and
their ability to exercise academic freedom, notwithstanding
the fact that this “right” had been guaranteed by Emperor
Frederick I. The University of Padova also made a commitment from its earliest years to welcome students “from beyond the Alps.” In effect, they opened their doors to foreign
students, believing this to be fundamental to the enterprise
of the academy and the search
for truth. Additionally, the
University of Padova has the
GLOBALSynergies
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that a woman should earn such
a degree. The lessons that we
can draw from this 800-year
old history are significant. In
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the first instance, the academy cannot survive or thrive if academic freedom and the unfettered search for truth is compromised. And just as important, the academy needs to be open
to students and scholars from around the world, regardless of
race, religion, gender, political belief or country of origin, in
order to be more effective in the pursuit of its mission.
In recent weeks, however, it seems as if we in the US have taken a turn away from these lessons, although this turn has not
come out of the blue. Rather many would argue that recent
decisions rests on nationalist sentiment which has seen a stunning rise in many industrialized democracies over the past few
years. Perceived as occupying the margins of society, nationalist groups have been steadily gaining ground, particularly in
Europe, and the 2016 Brexit vote in the U.K. signaled a new
kind of legitimacy that seems poised to wrest control from
the staid and aging politicians who have shepherded Western democracies since the end of that ghastly period when
nationalism was last in ascendancy. Although it is no stranger
to American political life, nationalist rhetoric was particularly
conspicuous during the recent presidential campaign, with
slogans such as “America First,” “Make America Great Again,”
and “Build That Wall.” In the wake of the election results, nationalism now occupies the most visible and powerful stage in
the world and may even tip the outcome of elections in many
European nations later this year in favor of parties espousing
such ideology.

in globalization’s tightening grip
on the academy, there is no room
for nationalism
In the wake of these surprising outcomes, it has not taken long
for the dark underbelly of nationalism to reveal itself. In the
days immediately following the elections (as well as the Brexit
vote), hundreds of attacks were visited upon people of color
and others who look like immigrants. In addition, numerous
schools and places of worship were covered with racist and
sexist graffiti that linked these acts to nationalist ideology.
Barely a week had passed into the start of the new administration when a presidential executive order was issued imposing
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By Prof. Bob Gluck

F

Joel Chadabe

A

few weeks ago,
I had the good
fortune to visit the
University of Padova,
the second oldest university in Italy after the
University of Bologna,
and the fifth oldest
university in the world.
There are a number of
things that are fascinating about the history
of this institution, and
a few examples stood
out.

our musicians
who have never met
collaborate on a recording, each performing in a
home studio hundreds of
miles apart. A 10-year-old

American child, scanning
her online music-streaming
service, discovers and falls in
love with traditional music
from Mongolia. A South
Korean guitarist draws
upon samples from African
American hip-hop. A young
musician in Jordan views a
streaming video of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra
playing American composer
Leonard Bernstein’s West
Side Story and decides to
learn the violin. A Canadian
scholar discovers music connected to his family’s Iranian
heritage through an Internet
search. The musical world is
truly interconnected.
Yet global musical connectivity is not new. Successive empires in the ancient
Near East absorbed and
transformed the musical
traditions and instruments

the author playing shofar (ram’s horn), piano, and electronics, at
Judson Church, New York City.

of their predecessors. In the
late medieval era, Central
Asian musical forms and
sounds moved from city to
city along the Silk Road trade
route. Late 19th-century
European composers and
artists seeking new ideas,
among them Claude Debussy,
looked to East Asia. In search
of a new personal style,
American composer Henry
Cowell studied and merged
music spanning various Asian
cultures, declaring, “I want
to live in the whole world of
music!” Indeed, what would
American music have become
without the influence of
GLOBAL Synergies

African cultural retentions?
The cultural interactions that
produced new and renewed
musical forms have been
at times the consequence
of cooperation, such as the
influence derived from trade
routes, and in other periods, the result of systematic
violence, as exemplified by
the aftermath of the Atlantic
slave trade.
It was the invention of
recording technology in the
1870s that signaled a turning
point for musical globalization. Prior to this, all music
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was performed in a specific
time and place. We know
little about music from
preindustrial societies,
for example, because each
instance was a one-time
unique event. A recording,
however, could be played
at any time and place,
removed from its origin.
Now we can listen to musical recordings from any
moment within the past
century. Recordings allow
scholars to discover points
of contact and interconnection between widely ranging musical traditions.
The history of musical
instruments also bears the
marks of global connectivity: as a predecessor of the
modern piano, the harpsichord can be understood
as a harp, an instrument
with ancient Mediterranean roots, turned on its
side and placed in a box, its
plucked strings mechanically activated by a keyboard. And in jazz ensembles, the piano replaced the
banjo, an instrument historically rooted in Africa.
(continued on pg 16 )
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Dr. Svare (rear, R of center) with one of his psychology classes at Chulalongkorn University, Bang-

Globalization
and the
Internationalization
of Social Work
Education in the

United States

in the delivery of individual
and organizational interventions and policy advocacy are
developed in field placements, and advanced courses
are focused on human
exploitation and trafficking,
natural-disaster response,
and refugee and immigrant
services. Underpinning all
of this is the preeminence
of human rights as a global
social-justice and social work
priority. Current accreditation requirements for schools
of social work in the U.S. set

By Profs. Katharine BriarLawson and Lynn Warner

A

s a profession,
social work has always
been attentive to the
human costs as well as
the benefits of social,
demographic, and economic changes, including globalization.
An adage in the field is “think
globally but act locally.” This
dual focus is manifested in
social work education as
the ecological approach to
multisystem interventions, in
which students learn about the
strengths and challenges of
individuals and their families,
along with the organizational
and policy influences on their
choices and opportunities for
intervention. In the 21st century, technological advances,
global capitalism, and the
worldwide increase in wagebased labor have changed the
scope and distributions of
poverty, inequality, and social
exclusion, outcomes which
historically have been social
work’s mission to address.
The rapidity with which these
changes are occurring has
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service models from other
nations in the U.S. context,
thereby internationalizing
the research opportunities
available to undergraduate
and graduate students. These
projects include, for example,
the wide-scale adoption by
the United Nations and
adaptation in the U.S. of the
Grameen Bank from Bangladesh, involving microenterprises and microlending for
the poor. Another example is
the indigenous program of
the Family Group Conference from the Maori in New
Zealand, now widely used
as a best practice in child welfare in the U.S. and in many
other nations.

The social work
profession in the
United States,
and now across
the globe, is often
one of the first

responders to
address the
effects of
globalization

reinforced if not compelled
the internationalization of
social work education.
The social work profession
in the United States, and
now across the globe, is often one of the first responders to address the effects of
globalization, with attention to the human costs of
job and livelihood loss and
environmental degradation.
To prepare the workforce of
social workers to effectively
address the problems that
are exacerbated and in some
instances created by globalization, the social work
curriculum has expanded.
Foundational competencies
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expectations that students
attain knowledge and skills to
promote human rights in the
service of advancing social,
economic, and environmental
justice.
For social work education in
the U.S., globalization has
opened up new opportunities for international-student
recruitment and diversification, placements for students
to do fieldwork in other
nations, and cross-national
collaborative research projects for faculty. Additionally,
community-engaged faculty
researchers are funded to
adapt social programs and

Center for International Education, University at Albany

Globalization has been accompanied by a dominance
of neoliberal policies that
prioritize deregulation,
privatization, and cutting
public expenditures for social
services. Such policies have
influenced the corporatization of universities in the
U.S. Declining state investments have forced new forms
of differential tuition for
students from other nations.
In addition, some schools of
social work have opened up
branch campuses in other
nations or launched MSW or
(continued on pg 18)
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Information Technology as
Globalization’s Demand
for

digital &
cultural

competence

G

lobalization is
redefining the field of
information technology
faster than a casual
observation might
indicate. In the intercon-

nected world where news
and ideas, goods, and services
are disseminated across the
globe very rapidly, computer networks are expected
to be robust, with intrinsic
resiliency and redundancies
that reduce the distance and
age gap between individuals
and across generations. The
notion of being competent
in the digital age therefore
requires an exploration of
how globalization has shaped
and helped to transform the
field of information technology in recent years. It also
imposes on institutions of
higher education an obligation to create an environment
where students can attain a
high level of digital and cultural competencies in order
to be functional in the global
community.
The need to acquire adequate
competence stems from the
simple fact that if the stages
of digital development are

By Dr. Simeon Ananou
poorly managed, students will
emerge with a sense of inadequacy in the global society.
The sense of inadequacy can
exacerbate when students
transition into the highly
competitive global workforce
because of the extreme dependence on technology.
Human interactions across
the globe are increasingly
relying on electronic devices.
In fact, it has become difficult to separate information
technology and international
relations from globalization.
Once seen as orthogonal academic disciplines, these two
fields are gradually becoming
combined vectors that are
directed by the overall impact
of globalization.
Instantaneous transactions
ranging from online dating and online gambling to
scholarly exchanges, including shared research collaborations across borders, are a
few examples of interactions
that are being complemented
by the use of modern-day
technology to produce a deluge of information. The successful completion of these
transactions is part of the
GLOBAL Synergies

responsibility of technology professionals, who must
understand not just the
complexities of computers
networks and systems, but
also the overall user experience in the broad context.
Spring 2017

The abundance of information available in the public
domain of the Internet has
added global threats and data
security to the list of hot-but(continued on pg 23)
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Internationalizing Women’s
Studies While Critiquing
							 Globalization
By Prof. Vivien Ng

I

n the fall of 1994,
the Ford Foundation,
in collaboration with
the National Council for Research on
Women, launched a
multimillion-dollar
and multiyear initiative aimed at
“internationalizing”
women’s studies and
“globalizing” area
studies curricula. Thir-

teen institutes and programs
received funding from this
initiative, including a joint
project proposed by University at Albany’s Center
for Latino, Latin American,
and Caribbean Studies
(CELAC), Institute for Research on Women (IROW),
and Center for the Arts and
Humanities.

6

GLOBAL Synergies

Globalization and LACS:
Critical Inquiry and Purposeful Action
By Profs. Pedro Caban, Johana Londoño, Ruth Felder, Gabriel Hetland, and Christine Vassallo-Oby

G

A survey of the Ford Foundation–funded projects shows
that while they differ in
structure and approach, they
share a common feature: decentering of Eurocentric concepts of women and forms of
oppression. At the University
at Albany, for example, one of
the foundational texts read by
participants in the curriculum
transformation institute in
summer 1995 was Chandra
Talpade Mohanty’s essay,
“Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial
Discourses.”
The Ford Foundation did not
invent or usher in “globalized” women’s studies, but the
initiative validated the work
of individual feminist scholars and community activists
who had objected to the
naïve “sisterhood is global”
premise embraced by many
U.S. and European feminists
in the 1960s and 1970s (and
to some extent even today).
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“Global sisterhood” presumes
universality of women’s
experience and allows some
scholars with only superficial
knowledge to write authoritatively about oppression
of women in cultures other
than their own. “Globalized”
women’s studies, on the other
hand, would instead draw on
the knowledge and expertise
of an international community of scholars to speak
about their own research
and experiences. In the three
years of the Ford project
at the University at Albany,
scholars from Latin America,
Africa, Eastern Europe, and
Russia visited the university
and participated in a wide
range of activities, including
panel discussions and symposia. CELAC, IROW, and
the Department of Women’s,
Gender, and Sexuality Studies
continue to welcome visiting
scholars and to engage them
in productive scholarly collaborations.

Center for International Education, University at Albany

to deregulate their economies, remove impediments
to trade, and enforce labor
discipline through the imposition of neoliberal policies.
Little has changed for Latin
America and the Caribbean,
since for more than a century
their economies have been
absorbed into the circuits
of U.S. capital and trade.
Latin America has historically
depended on primary export
production and naturalresource extractive industries
for the bulk of its earnings.
And U.S. multinational
enterprises have controlled
much of Latin America’s
production. Except for brief
periods, during much of the
20th century Latin American
economic growth was marked
by economic inequality. But
globalization has altered the
form of Latin America’s incorporation into the circuits
of global capital, reaffirming the power of capital and
further undermining the region’s economic sovereignty.

lobalization
is a process of
economic integration and heightened international
cultural interaction
that has influenced
Latin American,
Caribbean, and
Latina/o studies
scholarship.

“Globalized”

women’s studies
draw on the
knowledge and
expertise of an
international
community of
scholars to speak
about their own
research and
experiences.
From the mid-1990s onward, at the same time as
women’s studies programs
were beginning to “globalize” their curricula, many
scholars focused their
research on the process
of “globalization” and its
impact on women’s lives in
(continued on pg 17)

But it is debatable whether
globalization has led to fundamentally rethinking the
key issues and theoretical
concerns that are central to
this scholarship. A number
of factors help explain this
skepticism. At the most
rudimentary level, globalization is essentially an
advanced stage of imperialism. Financial markets are
closely integrated, global
manufacturing and distribution networks dominate
international trade, and
national states are expected
to remove barriers to global
capital accumulation.

The United States has
resisted Latin American
and Caribbean attempts to
achieve national economic
sovereignty, since the region
is vital to the U.S. economy
and of strategic significance.
During the Cold War era,
the U.S. supported dictatorships and intervened directly
and clandestinely to thwart

Globalization creates
winners and losers. Latin
America and the Caribbean
have not benefited from
globalization, as the region
is compelled by international financial institutions

(continued on pg 18)
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The Globalization of
Engineering Practice,
Education, and Research

Globalization
and the question
of

By Dean Kim L. Boyer

Morality

By Prof. Kristen Hessler

W

hile globalization has been a dominant force of the early 21st century, some
forms of global integration seem to be in
retreat. In 2016, for example, we witnessed both the
Brexit vote in Britain and the election of an isolationist president in the United States. Whether the world
needs more or less globalization is, of course, a deeply
controversial question. What is clear, however, is that
some of the foundational questions about
globalization—for example, whether it
is a force for good or
something to be resisted—
are moral questions. Since
philosophy attempts to
understand and develop
cogent and systematic

“L

By Prof. Jason E. Lane

et us not
look back in
anger, nor forward
in fear, but around
in awareness.”
--James Thurber

Although not Thurber’s
target audience, engineers
can take a message from that
quote. Thurber doesn’t say
not to look backward, nor
does he admonish us not to
look forward; he simply advises us to set anger and fear
aside when we do. But his
primary point is that we (as
engineers, for present purposes) should be aware of the
world in which we ply our
craft, because that context
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taxes to support infrastructure, the military, police,
courts, etc. At the same time, there is a compelling
moral force to the idea of human rights, that human
beings everywhere are entitled to a life of dignity,
and that we may have moral obligations to assist
people to achieve this goal, wherever they may live.
For American citizens, some of the basic questions
of global justice have an added significance, since
American power—economic, military, and political—is so profoundly influential around the world.
Given that the U.S. is a democracy, the official
actions of the American government are at least in
theory authored by us, the American people. This
gives American citizens a very weighty and important
responsibility: to think through the impacts that our

Teams of global researchers are routinely involved in creating amazing feats of engineering as shown here, courtesy of
Siemens Industrial Turbomachinery Ltd. (https://www.lincoln.
ac.uk/home/engineering/)

sets the problems we address
and determines society’s
acceptance of the solutions
we offer. And the society
presenting the problems we
solve, supplying our human
resources, and accepting (or
refusing) our solutions is
increasingly global.
Globalism impacts engineering practice, education, and
research in many ways. There
is no time in my career when
I didn’t learn from, study
with, work with (or for), or
teach engineers from around
the world. But that doesn’t

mean nothing has changed.
Recent events notwithstanding, the world is getting
smaller, flatter, and more
interconnected, as Thomas
Friedman describes in The
World Is Flat. Engineers are
flattening the world through
the technologies we invent.
That same flattening affects
our creative processes, environments, and workflow. For
instance, recent years have
witnessed the emergence
of multi-continental R&D
teams, turning time zones
from obstacles into advantages, enabled by nearly

ubiquitous high-speed
networks.
International students
have long studied engineering in the United
States. In 2013, according
to National Science Foundation data, 70 percent
of electrical engineering
graduate students and
63 percent in computer
science at U.S. universities were international. In
most other engineering
disciplines, the fraction
exceeds 50 percent.

answers to deep moral questions, it can make an important contribution to our understanding of globalization.
One of the basic questions of global justice concerns
how to balance our obligations to our fellow citizens
with our obligations to others, especially those who
are victims of human-rights abuses, severe poverty, or
armed conflict. For example, it makes sense to say that
I owe it to my compatriots, but not to others, to pay my

country has in the world, and to try to influence our
government’s actions and policies for (what we take
to be) the better.
Some of the biggest developments of the past year
have concerned such questions as whether the U.S.
should intervene in the war in Syria; what obligations
affluent countries have toward international migrants
and refugees; how the U.S. should lead or even participate in global climate negotiations; and to what
degree multinational integration—in the form of
(continued on pg 16)

(continued on pg 19)
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Globalization and
Education System
Development

E

By Profs. Hal A. Lawson, Alan P. Wagner, and
Jason E. Lane

ducation at all
levels—from cradle
to career, and across
all countries, from
developing to developed—has become
an important focus
for scholars.
In popular terms, globalization is often seen as
the current driver for this
focus, with education as an
economic tour de force.
However, this framework is
insufficient for international
comparative analyses of and
action-oriented proposals for the improvement of
education systems around the
world. Scholars representing
many academic disciplines
emphasize globalization’s
social, cultural, political, and
technological facets, and they
proceed with special interest in whether, how, when,
where, why, and under what
conditions globalization is
a homogenizing force for
education systems and other
institutional sectors.
Although many scholars
anticipate and look for crossborder imitation and standardization, usually exploring
the mechanisms for homogenization, the best-prepared
ones also focus on noteworthy and unique regional,
state/provincial, and national
developments. Toward this
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end, many of these scholars
rely on a newly minted concept: “Glocalization” refers
to the interplay between
global forces, factors, and
actors, and their local counterparts.
When glocalization is the
framing mechanism for
analysis and action planning, scholars typically find
evidence of hybridization.
In other words, while these
scholars discover homogenizing influences on educa-

tion system development,
they also find evidence of
distinctively local, state/provincial, and national influences on and determinants
of education organizations,
systems, and policy frameworks.
This descriptive finding gives
rise to an important normative question: To what extent
should education system
building proceed with firm
requirements for regional,
state/provincial, and national
uniqueness?

GLOBAL Synergies Spring 2017 Center for International Education,

When education system
development and performance are connected to state/
provincial and national economic development planning
and performance in global
context, it becomes apparent
that this normative question
involves high stakes. While
education system building
ideally prioritizes outcomes
other than workforce development, system building that
proceeds without a firm commitment to workforce development in the perspective of
global economic dynamics is
a perilous policy alternative.
Little wonder, then, that
economic competition in the
global marketplace is accompanied by competitive
education system building for an interdependent
global economy. And just as

national and multinational
corporations monitor each
other’s development, publicpolicy leaders increasingly
have asked for and relied on
international and comparative
metrics of education system
development and performance.
For example, interest is at an
all-time high in the international performance of schoolage students on international
tests. This burgeoning scrutiny helps to explain supports
for comparative research and
site visits in nations (e.g.,

Finland) and cities (e.g.,
Singapore) with admirable test performances.
And with a lack of similar
comparable international
tests in higher education,
national and regional
officials often will locate
their universities against
those placed in the top 100
of international rankings.
To the extent that research,
benchmarking, and site
visits result in imitative
policies and practices in
other nations, they help to
explain the homogenizing
and standardizing aspects
of globalized educational
development.
Another window into globalization and education
system building is offered
by cross-border activities
of secondary and tertiary
educational institutions,
and particularly by prestigious universities and
boarding schools. In a nutshell, some universities and
schools have positioned
themselves to develop
graduates who possess the
knowledge, sensitivities,
skills, and predispositions
that are in demand in
globally interdependent
national economies. The
education provided in
these schools, colleges, and
universities is attractive to
students worldwide.
Beyond efforts to recruit
talented international
students to their home
campuses, these establishments have opened branch
campuses elsewhere in the
world. Known as “crossborder education” in some
academic circles, it is a new
and noteworthy example of
a dual process. It exemplifies the homogenizing
influences of globalization
on education system build-

Globalization’s
Role in Creating
a Healthier
World
By Dr. Laura Schweitzer and John Justino

H

ealth-science
educational programs in the United
States have influenced international
training and have
in turn been influenced by international training
practices. One example of

dissemination from the U.S.
is FAIMER—the Foundation
for Advancement of International Medical Education
and Research—established
in 2000, with an overarching
goal to “promote excellence
in international health professions education.”
The organization, which
is based in Philadelphia,
connects health-professions
educators in the U.S. with
health-professions educational institutions across the
globe, sharing best practices.
Indeed, U.S.-based doctors
have always had international
reach. This is becoming
more formally incorporated
into training in this country
as U.S. medical residency
programs with international
components expand. A 2013
paper by Dr. Vanessa Kerry
and her colleagues in the
Journal of Global Health
cited a 20 percent growth in

residencies with international
requirements. The most
common disciplines with a
global component are generalist in nature and include
internal medicine, emergency
medicine, family medicine,
and pediatrics.
However, the influence on
health-science education
has not been unidirectional.
Health-sciences worker
deployment, scope of practice, and training programs
in the U.S. have been, and
will continue to be, influenced by what is happening
internationally. Perhaps the

health-sciences
worker deployment, scope of
practice, and
training
programs in the
U.S. have been,
and will continue
to be, influenced
by what is
happening
internationally.
best example of this is the
enhancement of the so-called
“midlevel” or “physicianextender” training programs.

Health care workers from Doctors Without Borders prepare
isolation treatment areas for victims of the 2014 Ebola outbreak

These include the training
of physician assistants and
nurse practitioners, but also
encompass pharmacists, who
are doing more primary care,
health exams, and immunizations, and dentists and
dental hygienists, who are
being trained to be “early
detectors” for general health
issues. At the first Global
Forum on Human Resources
for Health in 2008, there was
an explicit call for growth in
the number of these healthcare workers and the medical
practices they could perform
(scope of practice). The
U.S. has followed suit, albeit
slowly.
In the U.S., the “scope of
practice” for each licensed
health-care discipline is defined by laws in each state. In
the most recently compiled
database, there were dozens
of new pieces of legislation
proposed to enhance scope of

practice; in Virginia alone, 15
new bills were proposed. Bills
affect trainees in a variety of
disciplines, including public
health, nursing, midwifery,
dentistry, dental hygiene,
optometry, athletic trainers,
massage therapy, law enforcement, school administration,
pharmacy, and physical and
respiratory therapy.
A specific example of the
international influence
on U.S. health practice is
the realm of the American
Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA), which
defines its domain as “areas
that impact communication and swallowing: speech
production, fluency, language,
cognition, voice, resonance,
feeding, swallowing, and
hearing.” The organization
recently issued a report of its
Ad Hoc Committee on the
(continued on pg 17)

(continued on pg 19)
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Globalization: Economics of Causes
and Controversies
By Prof. Gerd-Uwe Flechsig

University
Libraries

in the Age of Globalization

L

ibraries have
played such an important role in the
evolution of learning
that they predate the
University of Bologna,
understood to be the
oldest university in
Europe, by hundreds
of years.

By Mary VanUllen
They have evolved as the
academy has evolved, and
they serve as the lifeblood
of the inexorable quest for
new knowledge and innovation. Like practically every
other feature of the academy,
libraries have been impacted
by globalization. Indeed,
over the past few decades,
advancements in technology
have allowed the University
at Albany libraries to offer
better and faster service to

Library at the Klementinum in Prague

the university community.
The libraries have introduced
a range of materials and
services designed to support
students and faculty in their
research and scholarship
no matter where they are
located. Library resources
are available to our users
wherever they are working, whether on campus or
studying abroad. Electronic
databases and journals can
be accessed at any time and
from any location. New formats for educational materials include streaming video
and music available to library
users accustomed to ondemand access to media. The
libraries also participate in
international resource-sharing networks, ensuring that

faculty and students have
access to materials from all
around the globe, while at
the same time decreasing
the need to collect physical
volumes.
University at Albany
librarians have expanded
their outreach to students in a variety of ways.
Students can have reference questions answered
via electronic chat 24/7
or schedule a remote
research consultation with
a librarian using Skype.
Web-based research guides
direct students to the key
resources in their disciplines or show them how
to research a company.
Playlists of instructional

By Prof. Betty Daniel

M

ore than 200
years ago, David
Ricardo and Adam
Smith explained the
principles of specialization and gains-totrade: If countries special-

ize in producing those goods
for which they are relatively
most efficient (those in which
they have a comparative
advantage) and trade to get
other goods, then all countries end up with more goods
in total. Each country uses its
capital and labor to produce

the goods for which it has
greatest relative productivity.
Comparative advantage also
applies to the trade of goods
for assets. When a country
has more imports than exports, it is trading the excess
for assets, which the exporter
can redeem for goods in the
future. This trade deficit allows the net importing country to spend more than it currently produces, representing
a comparative advantage in
future goods.
Trade in goods and assets
is inhibited by costs, which
include direct costs of trade,
like those associated with
transportation, information,
and communication, as well
as explicit trade barriers that

economics
implies that
trade will
continue to grow
and that we
should not try to
stop it.
However, we
should use
economics
to better
understand and
manage the
consequences.

countries impose. The
growth of technology has
been reducing the direct
costs of trade, while countries, cognizant of the gains
to trade, have engaged
in agreements to reduce
explicit trade barriers. Both
explain the growth in trade
over time.
The growth of trade has
ignited controversy, for
two main reasons: First,
any new trade has winners and losers. When the
United States produces and
exports more technology
goods and imports more
steel, technology workers
gain while steel workers
(continued on pg 23)

(continued on pg 22)
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globalization
and Morality

Musical
connectivity
(continued from pg 3)

(continued from pg 9)

NAFTA or NATO or traditional bilateral alliances—is a
bridge toward or an obstacle in the way of a more peaceful
and prosperous world.
These are not simply moral questions, of course; they are
complex questions that also require sophisticated analysis
from political science, economics, sociology, and other
relevant disciplines. So while philosophy is essential to
help us answer them, philosophy itself has had to evolve
in order to be useful in addressing them. In the early 20th
century, few philosophers paid attention in their professional work to such concrete moral questions of any kind.
This began to change later in the century, as philosophers
began using the resources and methods of philosophy to
analyze pressing moral questions of the day. An important
contribution was the publication in 1971 of John Rawls’s
A Theory of Justice, which offered a rich and systematic
philosophical theory of justice, and which combined philosophical rigor with practical relevance. Rawls was himself
influenced by the civil rights movement of the 1960s.
Around the same time, the Australian philosopher Peter
Singer, distressed by the ongoing famine in Bengal at the
time, published a landmark paper, “Famine, Affluence,
and Morality,” arguing that citizens of affluent countries
such as the U.S. have much more demanding moral duties toward the global poor than we tend to assume. The
philosopher Michael Walzer, partly in response to the
Vietnam War, published his significant Just and Unjust
Wars in 1977. These early works led to the emergence of
various subfields of what philosophers call “applied ethics”
(including environmental ethics, business ethics, medical
ethics, and global justice), transforming philosophy into
a discipline productively engaged in the most important
interdisciplinary moral questions of our time.
While the questions examined in applied ethics are themselves deeply controversial, the evolution of philosophy
to address them has been an unalloyed good. As the world
continues to debate both the forces of globalization and
the resistance to these forces, philosophy deserves a seat at
the table.
Kristen Hessler is an associate professor in the Department of
Philosophy

Transportable musical traditions and the ability to remix
raises many questions about cultural authenticity and
ownership. A recording transforms a living, breathing
cultural expression into an artifact, a commodity, usable in
any way a musician desires. There may be vastly asymmetrical power relations between a cultural producer and
her—at times, unintended—audience and remixer. Access
to newly encountered musical ideas, often through recordings, drives the work of many musicians. Yet the force
of the market, shaped through historical power dynamics,
complicates permeable musical boundaries.
When Paul Simon drew upon the work of South African
collaborators Ladysmith Black Mambazo to produce
Graceland in the late 1980s, the result was viewed alternately as refreshing brilliance or cultural appropriation.
Was Peter Gabriel’s subsequent synthesis of Middle Eastern, African, and European musical materials in Passion
representative of a new “world music” or a steamrolling of
authentic cultural voices? Is it inevitable that the Rolling Stones, rather than the black originators of rhythm
and blues, become the ones to accrue the lion’s share of
financial resources?
Currently, discussion of musical globalization tends to focus on legal rather than ethical issues. Yet the licensing of
samples and payment or litigation of royalties should not
mask the importance of a self-reflective artistic process.
Is it inevitable that global connectivity gather all musical creativity into a shared polycultural pool or, to use an
outdated term, “melting pot”? What furthers our shared
unified human community: blending cultural resources or
honoring distinctive origins? Need it be one or the other?
In a world of unequal economic and political capital, how
can global connections lead to reciprocal relationships instead of economic and legal winners and losers? As global
media companies consolidate and garner the
profits of musical distribution, what economy
can emerge to support musicians rather than
consign them to become musical content
providers?

GLOBAL Synergies Spring 2017
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Scope of Practice in SpeechLanguage Pathology (www.
asha.org), citing the International Classification
of Functioning, Disability
and Health or ICF (WHO,
2014) publication to advocate for extended scope of
practice for its membership.
“The practice of speech-language pathology continually
evolves. SLPs play critical
roles in health literacy and
the screening, diagnosis, and
treatment of autism spectrum disorder.” When scope
of practice laws change,
educational institutions
must evolve their training
programs to keep pace.
Public-health higher education has been dramatically
impacted by globalization
in recent decades. During
this time, demand for global
health education and training opportunities among
students interested in public
health has “exploded,” and
the number of global health
centers and programs at
schools and universities

Global scholarly connections can produce new
collaborative thinking about these issues, and a
new critical consensus must be interdisciplinary, since the artistic, ethical, economic, and
political issues are inseparable. Indeed, global,
interdisciplinary scholarly efforts are among
the potential fruits of our fragile, interconnected planet.
Bob Gluck is professor in the Department of
Music and Theatre
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a very early portable
music-recording device

across North America
has increased in response
(CSIS Global Health
Policy Center, Merson and
Chapman, 2009). According to the Association of
Schools & Programs of
Public Health (ASPPH)
Blue Ribbon Public Health
Employers’ Advisory
Board, formed as part of
the association’s “Framing the Future” initiative,
“global health is public
health.” Their 2013 report,
Public Health Trends and
Redesigned Education,
emphasizes that “sharp
distinctions between local
and global issues seem increasingly irrelevant when
infectious agents can arrive
at any airport; carbon
emissions on one continent influence agriculture
on another; many tobacco,
food and beverage companies are global enterprises;
and workforce shortages
in one country compound
health risks elsewhere” and
further states that “a global
perspective benefits everyone, even those who stay
in local health departments
or never leave the United
States. Global health
should be a part of every
public health student’s
education, beyond a specific three-credit course.”
Recognizing the changing
nature of public health in a
globalized world, the University at Albany School of
Public Health, under the
leadership of Dean Philip
C. Nasca, established the
Center for Global Health
in 2009. The center
provides a forum for
faculty, staff, and students
to conduct scholarship
and research directed at
both regional and global
public-health problems.
GLOBAL Synergies

The center also plays a key
role in creating academic
experiences and international programs that meet
the needs and interests of
the school’s increasingly
diverse and global student
body. The school’s leadership and a growing number
of our faculty realize that
investing in new programs
like these and in a longterm process to comprehensively internationalize
the school are vital to
remaining competitive in
today’s global higher-education marketplace.
Laura Schweitzer is interim
dean of the School of Public
Health and vice president for
Health Sciences and Biomedical
Initiatives
John Justino is director of the
School of Public Health

Women’s
Studies
(continued from pg 6)

the developing economies.
They produced a body of
scholarship that criticizes
the practices of global economic institutions such as
the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank
for exacting concessions
from governments that hurt
women and children. Issues
such as migrations, human
trafficking, women’s political
representations, and legal
rights were also on their
research agendas.
For decades, the terms
“global,” “international,” and
“transnational” have been
used interchangeably. It is
no longer the case today.
Each term is understood to
have its particular meaning
and history. Today, “transnational” is the preferred
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framework of analysis for
scholars who study processes such as migration
that cross current national
borders. “Transnational” is
also considered to be more
accurate in studies that take
into account histories and
legacies of colonialism. This
includes the emergent field
of indigenous feminism.
I began this brief outline
of the evolution of “global”
women’s studies with crucial
support provided by the
Ford Foundation. In concluding this essay, I must
acknowledge another debt,
to the editors and contributors to the book This Bridge
Called My Back: Writings
by Radical Women of Color,
because its publication in
1981 marked when and
where I entered the field of
women’s studies. One poem
in particular made an impact: “And When You Leave,
Take Your Pictures With
You,” by Jo Carillo. Here’s
the first stanza:

Our white sisters
radical friends
love to own pictures of us
sitting at a factory machine
wielding a machete
in our bright bandanas
holding brown yellow black
red children
reading books from literacy
campaigns
holding machine guns bayonets bombs knives
Our white sisters
radical friends
should think
again.

Vivien Ng is associate professor
and director of
the Women’s Studies Program

Center for International Education, University at Albany
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Caribbean, globalization was the Trojan horse for
the imposition of neoliberalism, which resurrected
the sanctity of the markets, with the added muscle
of state power that would be deployed to remove
structural impediments to maximizing capital accumulation for multinational enterprises. Latin
America and the Caribbean governments adopted
severe austerity measures, which intensified the
volume of wealth flowing upward from workers
to corporations, and magnified already-high levels
of poverty. Wealth was also siphoned off as Latin
American nations increased their debt exposure to
international bankers and hedge funds. The disruption of Latin American economies, undermining
of national economic sovereignty, distortion of
labor markets, widespread impoverishment, growth
of massive contingents of precarious labor, land
grabbing, and the constant assault on civil society
gave rise to social movements demanding economic
and environmental justice. The resulting advent
of progressive governments—the Pink Tide―was a
brief respite from the travails of the neoliberal attack. But these governments soon succumbed to the
forces of globalization, including the International
Monetary Fund.
Emigration to the United States moved lockstep
with the economic demise of Latin America. Globalization increased labor mobility across national
boundaries, and in the U.S., it created large and
vulnerable contingents of undocumented immigrant labor. These immigrant communities were
the source of new transnational identities and
politics that challenged the traditional significance
of borders. The common cultural, linguistic, and
religious characteristics of the resident and immigrant Latino communities generated a new politics
of solidarity both domestically and transnationally.
Since the 1990s, U.S. Latina/o studies has employed an innovative approach to better understand
these transnational dynamics that are constitutive
of contemporary Latinidad.
The scholarship produced by the faculty members
of the Latin American, Caribbean, and U.S. Latino
Studies Department (LACS) at the University at
Albany and the courses they teach have been deeply
influenced by the transformations that globalization
and neoliberalism have wrought. LACS imparts
students with an understanding of the evolution
and consequences of neoliberalism and the multiple
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forms of resistance to it, including social movements
that advance democratization and social justice.
LACS courses provide students with an array of
analytical perspectives and historical context that
are essential to understanding the complex changes
that globalization has generated in the Americas. By
necessity, this work is multidisciplinary, historically
situated, comparative, and theoretically grounded,
and it explores the meaning and content of contemporary social, cultural, and political developments.
The faculty members in LACS help students to
understand the link between critical inquiry and
purposeful action. Students learn to understand the
Latino community’s responsibility to challenge inequalities along lines of class, race, ethnicity, gender
and sexuality, and national origin.
Pedro Caban is professor and chair of
Latin American and Caribbean Studies
Johana Londoño is an assistant professor in
Latin American and Caribbean Studies
Ruth Felder is an assistant professor in
Latin American and Caribbean Studies
Gabriel Hetland is an assistant professor in
Latin American and Caribbean Studies
Christine Vassallo-Oby is a lecturer in
Latin American and Caribbean Studies

Internationalization
of Social
Work
(continued from pg 4)

PhD programs internationally. This development is
driven in part by international need and demand for
social workers; it is also partially revenue-driven. But
the dominant theme of social development in social
work practice in developing nations is also helping
to promote more attention in the U.S. to the ways in
which social work must foster integrative social and
economic development across our own nation. Thus,
globalization processes and social welfare policies are
informing an international learning community that
benefits social work developments in the U.S. as well.
Katherine Briar-Lawson is a professor in the
School of Social Welfare
Lynn Warner is interim dean of the School of Social Welfare
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Globalization
of Engineering

Education Systems
(continued from pg 15)

ing, and it also indicates how education development has
become a globalizing force.

(continued from pg 8)

Some may suspect a downside to the influx of international students. Do they take seats from domestic students, for instance? There is no evidence of
that. Graduate programs typically offer preferential
admission to domestic students, who simply opt not
to pursue graduate studies in sufficient numbers to
fill programs, and, upon graduation, meet national
needs. According to NAFSA:Association of International Educators, in the 2015–2016 academic year,
more than one million international students injected
$32.8 billion into the U.S. economy. Of those, 32
percent studied engineering, computer science, or
math. Education, particularly graduate education in
engineering, is clearly one of America’s most successful “exports.”

Where New York State and the United States overall are
concerned, education system building for and via the global
economy has been proceeding rapidly and competitively.
The Obama administration’s “race to the top” agenda,
structured to make America first in the world in postsecondary graduates, has resulted in a national movement toward
cradle-to-career education system building. For New York
State and the nation, this agenda is being advanced in ways
that correspond to state and national circumstances and
context. It includes a strengthened focus on new competencies in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
(STEM disciplines, augmented in some places with the arts,
STEAM); integration of team-based learning and problemsolving pedagogies; and investments in supports to spur
student degree completion.

Once a country is “developed,” innovation is the only
sustainable driver of economic growth; this is the socalled knowledge-based economy. For these economies, including that of the U.S., engineers and other
applied scientists are “professional innovators” who
build the national wealth; there is a strong positive

In fact, completion of some form of postsecondary education, with demonstrated competencies and mindsets, is the
new finish line in America’s race to the top. Approaches
adopted in New York State and the nation include new
pathways to completion of a range of postsecondary education degrees and credentials. For young people whose families have little or no history of postsecondary education or
who find themselves swirling among multiple colleges and
universities, pathways into and through post-school learning are increasingly provided (for example, SUNY’s transfer
policy). What is more, this agenda includes bold plans for
lifelong learning that are based on solid predictions that job
and career change will be “the new normal” for today’s community college, four-year college, and university graduates.

relying entirely on domestic students
would leave the U.S. with an engineering
talent deficit, and threaten our economic
health.
correlation between the fraction of scientists and engineers in a population and its per capita GNP. Quite
simply, relying entirely on domestic students would
leave the U.S. with an engineering talent deficit, and
threaten our economic health.

Thus, the game has changed for education system developers. The implications for schools, colleges, and departments
of education are profound, and the same can be said of their
host colleges and universities. Add to this mix all-important
state education departments and statewide higher-education
governing bodies such as the SUNY system administration, and one future directive is clear: Now-separate state
authorities and regulatory bodies, higher-education institutions, and P–12 school systems must develop new and better
ways to speed up and scale up evidenced-based practices
that work. Here, too, opportunities to study and learn from
other nations are among the benefits of education system
development (including the repositioning of university
academic departments, schools, and colleges) in an era of
increasing globalization.

Many international engineering students remain and
build their careers here, adding to our intellectual
capital. Indeed, America’s intellectual security depends on our ability to “import brains” in engineering. They help to sustain healthy graduate programs
and the research conducted therein; they contribute
their work and talents, both in engineering and entrepreneurialism, to American industry; and they take
positions in academia, where they educate our next
generation of engineers and conduct cutting-edge
research. So, in effect, the “exported” engineering
education is often one we get to keep.

Hal A. Lawson is professor in the Department of Educational Policy and Leadership

Sounds like a deal that’s hard to beat.

Alan D. Wagner is professor in the Department of Educational Policy
and Leadership

Kim L. Boyer is dean of the College of Engineering and Applied
Sciences
GLOBAL Synergies
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Jason E. Lane is department chair and associate professor of the
Department of Educational Policy and Leadership
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Their ranks have been projected to grow from four and
a half million today to eight
million in 2025. The United
States has the largest number
of international students of
any country in the world.
This mobility is driven by
the inability of many nations to meet the demand
for higher education by their
own citizenry, but also by
a desire to acquire the best
possible training, often resulting in travel abroad. Colleges and universities around
the world are often keen to
capitalize on this demand for
international student enrollment and make themselves
more accessible.
Through study abroad arrangements, dual degree
agreements, and aggressive
recruitment, institutions
are able to capture larger
numbers of international
students. UAlbany has
several of these dual degree
agreements, including one
with Chongqing University
of Posts and Telecommunications in China, which will
bring nearly 100 computer
science majors to complete
their degrees at UAlbany in
2019.
American universities are
also reliant on international students as sources
of both revenue and intellectual capital. More than
30 percent of all doctorates
awarded at U.S. institutions,
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and more than half of those
in the physical and natural
sciences go to international
students. Some graduate programs in research
universities would cease to
exist without international
students. International faculty have also proven to be
an increasingly important
asset and in this respect,
globalization makes the
search for the best and the
brightest substantially more
productive.
One way our institutions
attract both students and
research dollars is through
strong international rankings. Universities that hire
more international faculty,
host more international
students, and engage in
international research collaborations are rewarded
with higher standing in
these rankings. But this
phenomenon is less about
seeking higher rankings and
more a reflection of how
research universities operate
in a globalized world.
The production of knowledge increasingly requires
globally diverse teams of
researchers and scholars.
This is true in part because
of the location and origin of
specialized equipment, data,
expertise and conditions,
but also because humankind’s greatest challenges
are global in scope, and
must be addressed across

borders. A team of UAlbany
atmospheric scientists, for example, successfully competed
for an NSF-funded Partnerships for International Research and Education (PIRE)
grant that allows American
universities to collaborate
with Taiwanese universities in
joint research among faculty
and study/research experiences for students.
I believe a holistic movement
toward greater internationalization in higher education
is not only inevitable, it is
highly desirable. There is no
question, institutions dedicated to meeting our challenges
with a global approach will
be best positioned to succeed
in the future.
Given the current political
climate, the conversation
about internationalization
in higher education must be
even more front and center.
We simply cannot afford
to compromise the positive
impact of globalization on
our students, our research,
and our institutions. Public
research universities like
UAlbany—with a mission
to create a better future
both at the local and global
scales—must be committed
to harnessing and celebrating globalization in all of its
dimensions.

Center for International Education, University at Albany

a holistic
movement
toward greater
internationalization in higher
education is not
only inevitable, it
is highly
desirable.

a temporary ban on the entry
into the United States of
Syrian refugees and citizens
of a total of seven Muslimmajority countries. Few
accepted the official rationale about national security.
Rather, the order is widely
perceived around the world
as an act of discrimination
toward people of the Muslim
faith by a nation with a very
generous recent history of
accepting immigrants and
refugees. The major story of
this event, however, is not so
much the ban as much as the
tutorial that it has provided
the nation of the breadth and
depth of the contributions
made by immigrants of all
stripes to the country’s wellbeing, and of the crippling
consequences that can occur
when the spirit of such an
order is operationalized. The
practical ways in which this
order will impact the lives of
thousands of immigrants is
incalculable, but ultimately,
even more damaging will
be the symbolism of this
order, how America will be
perceived by the rest of the
world and the opportunities
for positive engagement that
will be lost as a consequence.
In this suddenly turbulent
and uncertain time, does the
academy have something to
say about these troubling
developments? Consider
for a moment that the most
successful effort thus far
in opposing this executive
order has come not from
the financial sector or the
agricultural sector or even

the high-tech sector, but
from the academy. It was a
case brought by the University of Washington and
Washington State University that resulted in the first
lifting of the ban in court,
followed by two additional
court actions that upheld this
decision. A few days later, 17
of the most elite universities
in the United States filed a
brief supporting a New York
State court challenge to this
very order, citing the damaging effects being widely felt
by American universities. In
both cases, universities have
referenced the fact that their
scholars, faculty, and students
have been stranded overseas
and that their faculty’s ability
to engage in field research
and attend academic meetings has been compromised.
In effect, a nationalist agenda
runs counter to the mission
and work of the academy.
Whether we have noticed or
not, the academy of the 21st
century is a global institution.
It depends on international
students, international visiting scholars, foreign-born
faculty, international research
collaboration, internationally
based alumni, and partnerships with international organizations and universities.
This deeply interconnected
and interdependent nature of
the modern academy is what
accounts for the explosion of
innovation and discovery of
the last 50 years. It is what
explains the great leaps in
knowledge about who we are
as a species and how some
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of the most intractable
problems facing humankind can be solved. It is
also what has helped us to
learn that we are safer and
more prosperous and have
greater stability when we
work together and support
each other. As the regime
that has brought us the free
movement of goods and
services, globalization has
also championed the free
movement of people and
ideas, fundamental aspects
of a vibrant and productive
academy. Indeed, in globalization’s tightening grip
of the academy, there is no
room for nationalism.
Has globalization been
good for the academy? As
the old aphorism goes, the
proof is in the pudding.
Globalization has provided
the tools and mechanisms
that help us to excel at
research and push even
further the boundaries of
knowledge. Globalization has facilitated student
mobility to an extent never
before witnessed in history, enabling thousands
of students to access
educational opportunities
elsewhere that may not exist or be in short supply in
their home countries. It has
enabled women to access
the classroom and pursue
academic disciplines that
might have previously been
closed to them. Globalization allows the best and
the brightest to rise, not on
the basis of class or caste
or race or religion, but on
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the basis of merit. And it is
in the bringing of talented
people together with the
willingness and the passion
to work together in finding
answers to common problems that we innovate, we
discover, and we improve
the human condition. The
magic of these successes
cannot happen within the
context of some truncated,
homogenized community
that demands exclusion. And
this is why, notwithstanding
the allure of nationalism’s
simple answers to a very
complicated and nuanced
world, an inward-looking
posture that seeks to build
walls, to shun diversity, and
to disengage from collaborative agreements ultimately
makes us less secure and less
prosperous. While globalization is not without its
faults, the academy, as an institution, has always thrived
in a culture of openness and
exchange. The students and
faculty at the nascent University of Padova more than
800 years ago understood
this. And now, in the 21st
century and in the midst
of the age of globalization,
these are precisely the conditions that are necessary
for the academy’s singularly
important role in our nation
and the world.

Center for International Education, University at Albany
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materials and tutorials help students to become more
capable consumers and creators of information.
The library collections reflect the University at Albany’s
global educational offerings: Area-studies subject librarians select materials to support Africana, East Asian, and
Russian and Eastern European studies. Hard-to-find
materials from small local presses are sought out at annual book fairs in Latin America to support Hispanic,
Latin American, and Caribbean studies programs. The
libraries are a European Union Depository Library. Our
libraries also disseminate University at Albany scholarship through the Scholars Archive, our open-access
digital repository that preserves and promotes academic
content created by our faculty and researchers. By
depositing materials in the Scholars Archive, researchers
can make their work instantly available and freely accessible throughout the world.
Our M. E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives houses and preserves a number of
truly unique collections of primary-source research materials. Historically, archival holdings have been difficult
to locate. Modern archivists work to make this content
readily discoverable and accessible to scholars through

continuation of articles

Information
Technology

Globalization: Economics

cataloging and digitization projects. In recent years,
the department has received highly competitive
grants to create electronic finding aids and to digitize
portions of the New York State Modern Political
Archive and the National Death Penalty Archive.
As a result, the archives are used by scholars from
around the world, with even easier access as materials
become available online.

ton topics in national security discussions in recent years.
Parenthetically, many IT professionals consider threats to
data security their organizations’ greatest vulnerability, or
in some cases, a personal nightmare.

University at Albany librarians also work to foster
our relationship with our partner institution, the
Southwest University of Finance and Economics
(SWUFE) in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, China.
As our two institutions work more closely, a shared
understanding of our students and our educational
expectations will allow us to provide a better learning experience. University at Albany librarians have
taught summer session short courses at SWUFE,
exposing international business students to socialscience research methods and issues surrounding
academic integrity and plagiarism, particularly for
students interested in further study in Western

Educators have and will continue to respond to the impacts of globalization on information systems by adjusting
student learning outcomes. In a sense, the fine-tuning
of academic programs is a way to acknowledge and account for the new sociocultural norms and trends that are
emerging in the digital age. The most remarkable variations of these academic programs is the natural evolution
of the discipline of information systems management to
include a global perspective. Information systems management is now more than managing data and computer
systems. It includes a wide array of essential nontechnical
knowledge domains that are naturally embedded in the
liberal arts.

the department has received highly competitive grants to create electronic finding
aids and to digitize portions of the New
York State Modern Political Archive and
the National Death Penalty Archive. As a
result, the archives are used by scholars from
around the world.
countries. In the fall of 2016, our libraries hosted
a visiting scholar librarian from SWUFE through
the university’s Institute for International Visiting
Scholars (IIVS). During the semester, the SWUFE
scholar studied the operation and management of
American academic libraries by observing many
facets of the libraries’ operation and taking field
trips to other sites. This exchange provided an opportunity for both institutions to enrich the mutual
understanding of our students and thus provide a
better learning environment for them.

(continued from pg 15)

(continued from pg 5)

lose. Economics demonstrates that countries generally
have net gains, implying that winners could redistribute
income through taxation so that no one loses, but this
redistribution does not happen.
Second, some countries have trade deficits, creating the
perception that the deficit costs jobs, since the excess
of imports over exports is produced abroad. A trade
deficit implies that a country is spending more than
it is producing. The deficit can be eliminated with a
reduction in spending or an increase in output. Unless
the country is in recession, the only way to grow output
is through technology or population growth. Thus a

To remain relevant in the IT field in the near future,
professionals will be expected not only to understand but
also to know how to function as project team members
in today’s competitive and dynamic global environment.
Students enrolled in IT-related disciplines today should
aim to learn about the world, including the technology,
geography, politics, and economics of different cultures.
By combining information systems management with the
humanities, universities will equip their graduates with
the skills necessary to overcome the challenges of implementing, managing, and securing IT resources across
time zones and borders. Essentially, globalization is forcing a paradigm that is about getting work done in globally
distributed organizations.

tariff on Chinese goods switches demand toward U.S.
goods and the dollar, causing the dollar to appreciate.
When U.S. output is at full employment, the dollar
appreciates enough to fully offset the effect of the tariff,
leaving output and the deficit untouched. With the
possible exception of a period of recession, a country
cannot create more jobs with a tariff. And if countries
in recession engage in a trade war, applying successively
higher tariffs to each other as they did in the Great
Depression, they are only likely to shut down trade,
reducing the gains to trade and reducing each country’s
productivity and output. Economists agree that the
Great Depression would not have been so great or long
had countries refrained from the trade war.

Simeon Ananou is vice president for Information Technology

There is no question that globalization has opened
up new pathways for us to serve the university community in more comprehensive ways. We remain
committed to playing our role in supporting the
advancement of knowledge and helping the university to realize its mission.

Going forward, economics implies that trade will
continue to grow and that we should not try to stop it.
However, we should use economics to better understand and manage the consequences. We need to work
harder on sharing the gains to trade through income
redistribution. We need to understand that tariffs
neither create jobs nor reduce deficits, and we need to
resist the temptation to use them for these purposes.

Mary VanUllen is director of collections at the
University Libraries

Betty Daniel is a professor in the Department of Economics

22

GLOBAL Synergies

Spring 2017

Center for International Education, University at Albany

GLOBAL Synergies

Spring 2017

Center for International Education, University at Albany

23

UAlbany International Visiting Scholars, Spring 2017

