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The ISSS Office (and other offices and businesses) will be closed on Monday, September 6th for 
the Labor Day holiday.  Classes are also suspended that day. 
New International Student Orientation Feedback Needed 
We would like to know your thoughts on the Fall 2021 International Student Orientation. Your feedback 
is very important and needed! Please help us by completing the evaluation. If you would like to be 
entered into the prize drawing, please leave your name and email at the end of the evaluation. You can 
find the evaluation at this link: https://forms.gle/sxeqyBTYYnun9S6Y6.  Due by September 10th. 
Important ISSS Announcements 
- Submit Your Fall 2021 Reporting EForm- DUE TODAY 
- Cultural Connections Welcome Party TODAY 2-4PM 
- OPT Information for Students Graduating this Term 
- Dissertation in Progress: Being well and staying productive while you dissertate (September 8) 
- Library Research Workshops for International Students 
- Apply to the Diversity Equity & Inclusion and Well Being Student Advisory Board! 
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
- Study NY Photo Contest 
- Study Abroad Fair (9/8) 
- Benefits of Graduate School Webinar (9/9) 
- Library Ambassador Program Information Session (9/8) 
 
Follow us on Instagram @ualbanyisss 
Email us at ISSS@albany.edu 
Schedule a Zoom appointment with us: https://calendly.com/ualbanyisss1/phoneadvisement 
 
Walk-In Advising is available Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 12:30pm-4:00pm. Stop by 
Science Library G-40 or call 518-591-8172. 
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Please Submit Your Required Fall 2021 Reporting EForm- DUE TODAY 
 

This Eform must be completed by all international students by September 3, 2021.  To access 
this EForm within the ISSS system please click 
here: https://www.albany.edu/isss/94087.php.  Step by step instructions are provided. 

In response to DHS guidance International Student & Scholar Services (ISSS) urgently needs 
information from you about your plans for Fall 2021. This will allow us to accurately report information to 
SEVIS and the University.  

Additionally, students with a new or initial status SEVIS I-20 who are in the United States will provide the 
ISSS office with required information and immigration related documents through this form. 

We understand that your plans for Fall 2021 might be uncertain and could change, but we ask that you 
please respond now based on your current plans. If your plans change then you can immediately submit 
a new Fall 2021 Reporting eform or email ISSS@albany.edu.  

Details on the evolving COVID-19 situation, including vaccines, quarantine, testing, resources, FAQs, 
and policy guidance announcements are available on our website. 

   

Cultural Connections Welcome Pizza Party (Sept 3) 
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2:00-4:00pm in the garden between the Science Library and Campus Center. 
Meet other intentional and internationally minded students, including members of the Buddy Program. 
Enjoy some pizza with new friends! 

   

OPT Information for Students Graduating this Term 
 

Every semester ISSS offers a number of employment authorization workshops for students. 
 
ISSS will be releasing our live OPT workshop schedule shortly. The OPT workshop is required prior to 
applying. For students graduating this Fall looking to start their OPT applications now, please follow the 
following steps: 
 
1.) Watch the full OPT Workshop recording on our website: 
https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php#workshop or plan to attend a live workshop this semester 
2.) Review all instructions here: https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php 
3.) Submit the EForm to ISSS with all required materials to request a new I-20 recommending OPT 
4.) File with DHS-USCIS 
 
If you have questions please speak with an ISSS advisor. 

   

Dissertation in Progress: Being well and staying productive while you 
dissertate (September 8) 

 

Dissertation in Progress: Being well and staying productive while you dissertate 

Wednesday, 9/8|10:30am-12pm 

Join Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) psychologist Dr. Julie Heslin Pokat for a virtual 
workshop geared towards any graduate student who is starting their dissertation or in progress.  Learn 
strategies for self-care, goal setting, creating structure, and time management.  Connect with others 
who are working on dissertation and “get it.”  PLEASE NOTE: This is not a workshop on the technical 
aspects of writing a dissertation, but rather a program that will focus on personal wellness and 
productivity strategies to help you make progress.  CLICK HERE for flyer and Zoom link: 
https://albany.zoom.us/j/98035069346#success 

 

                Library Research Workshops for International Students 

 
The University Libraries are offering research workshops via Zoom to help our international students 
learn about the library’s resources, the research process, as well as how to cite sources and avoid 
plagiarism. Please share the information with your international students and encourage them to attend. 
Thank you! 
 
Workshop I: Introduction to Research Process (via Zoom) 
Date and Time: Friday, September 10th 10:30am - 12:30pm 

https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php#workshop
https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php
https://www.albany.edu/counseling_center/docs/Digital%20Handouts/Dissertation_in_progress.pdf
https://albany.zoom.us/j/98035069346#success


Topics: What is a research paper, steps in the research process, choosing a research topic, finding 
background information and articles, using the libraries research databases, and hands-on exercises. 
 
Workshop II: What is 'plagiarism' all about? How to avoid it? (via Zoom) 
Date and Time: Friday September 17th 10:30am - 12:30pm 
Topics: In-text citations and bibliography; why acknowledge sources; when to cite; differences among 
quoting, summarizing, and paraphrasing; types of plagiarism; academic integrity; and group 
discussions. 
 
Workshop III: Citation Practice (via Zoom) 
Date and Time: Friday, September 24th 10:30am - 12:30pm 
Topics: DOI (digital object identifier), citation formulation, ways of providing in-text citations, how to 
paraphrase, and hands-on exercises. 
 
As Workshop II and Workshop III are closely related, students are strongly encouraged to attend 
Workshop II first. 
 
To sign up for any or all the workshops, please contact Dr. Yu-Hui Chen at ychen@albany.edu 
  

   

Apply to the Diversity Equity & Inclusion and Well Being Student Advisory 
Board! 

 

 

The University is actively seeking graduate and undergraduate students to be members of UAlbany’s 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion and Well-Being Student Advisory Board. This initiative is being funded 
by a Student Affairs mini grant –all advisory board members will be compensated $250 for their 
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work.  This advisory board has been designed to empower students to engage in meaningful social 
justice advocacy and to increase community connectedness.  We will be launching the advisory board in 
October and will be accepting applications until September 15th.  CLICK HERE for more detailed 
information and to access the application.    

If you have any questions, please reach out to the Advisory Board’s group co-facilitators, Drs. Laura 
Longo and Shantel Powell @ llongo@albany.edu and slpowell@albany.edu   

Student Advisory Board Mission:   

The central goal of the student advisory board is to focus on the intersections of diversity, equity, and 
inclusion (DEI), and services that support student well-being on campus, specifically, services related to 
mental and behavioral health. The student advisory board will be comprised of undergraduate and 
graduate students who represent a broad range of diverse identities (e.g., race, ethnicity, LGBTQ+, 
disability status, first generation, older adult learners, student Veterans, students in recovery, 
international students, etc.). Gathered feedback will be shared with Directors of related departments 
(Counseling and Psychological Services, Center for Behavioral Health Promotion and Applied 
Research) to inform future efforts related to the planning, design, implementation, and evaluation of 
culturally responsive programming and services that support and promote student well-being. The 
advisory board will begin meeting in October for a total of 6, 1-hour virtual meetings throughout the 
course of the 2021-2022 academic year. Student advisory board members will be provided $250 in 
compensation for their work over the 2021-2022 academic year.   

   

Upcoming Events 
 

   

Study NY Photo Contest 
 

 

Let’s highlight the wonderfully diverse and 
talented international students studying in New 
York and their contributions to campus life! Photos 
and videos must be taken between January 1, 
2021 and November 1, 2021. Photos and videos 
must be received by the contest close on 
November 1, 2021 (11:59 PM EST, October 31, 
2021). Prizes of $100 Amazon Gift Cards will be 
awarded to the winner in each category! 

 

Read More 

  

Study Abroad Fair (9/8) 
 

 

Wednesday, September 8 from 11am-2pm in the 
Lecture Center. 
 
Join us to learn about study abroad and other 
international opportunities available at UAlbany! 

https://albany.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7U1OFZ64FauHbL0
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Read More 

   

Benefits of Graduate School 
Webinar (9/9) 

 

 

Thursday, September 9th from 3-4pm Online. 
Have you ever wondered about the benefits of 
Graduate School? Come join and meet with our 
current Graduate Ambassadors to discover what 
UAlbany Graduate School has to offer! 

 

Read More 

  

Library Ambassador Program 
Information Session (9/8) 

 

 

September 8 from 11am-11:30am on Zoom. 
 
The Library Ambassador Program will be hosting 
virtual information sessions for interested 
students. We are accepting applications on a 
rolling basis. This opportunity is open to all 
students. Registration required. 
 
Register Here: 
https://albany.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEuc--
tqzkjGtOoAL76J4kolEwAm1iUho_C 
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The information contained in this email is provided as a service to international students, faculty and 
staff at the University at Albany. It does not constitute legal advice. We try to provide useful information, 
but we make no claims, promises or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of the 
information contained in this email or any associated site or form. Neither the University at Albany nor 
ISSS is responsible for any errors or omissions contained in this email, or for the results obtained from 
the use of this information. Nothing provided herein should be used as a substitute for the advice of 
competent legal counsel; students may wish to consult an immigration attorney on the specifics of their 
case as needed. 
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