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1. Greetings! 

 

This is the Weekly ISSS Newsletter that we send out every Friday. It includes very important 

immigration updates that you must be aware of, as well as information about events happening 

on campus and in the area. 

 

Are you a part of a student organization and want to see your event advertised to your fellow 

students?  Please send the details and/or flyer to ISSS@albany.edu. 

 

  

 

2. Important Announcements 

 

Office Closed Monday 10/14  

  

The ISSS office will be closed on Monday, 10/14.  Normal hours, including walk-in advising, will resume on 

Tuesday, 10/15.  There are no classes Monday 10/14 and Tuesday 10/15. 

 

Graduating in December? Attend an OPT Workshop this month! 

ISSS has weekly employment workshops, either for CPT authorization or OPT authorization.  Students must 

attend one of these workshops before applying for OPT.  If you are graduating in December, you may now 

http://ISSS@albany.edu


 

apply for post-completion OPT.  Remember that USCIS estimates up to 3-5 months for processing of an OPT 

application. 

  

To view a full schedule, please click here: https://www.albany.edu/isss/assets/OPT_CPT_flyer_Fall_2019.pdf 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Instagram! @ualbanyisss 

ISSS is on Instagram! Follow us today @ualbanyisss so that you can stay up to date with office and campus 

events and news. 

  

 

https://www.albany.edu/isss/assets/OPT_CPT_flyer_Fall_2019.pdf


3. Other ISSS Updates and Events  

 

 Travel Signature Days 

Every F-1 and J-1 student must have a valid travel signature on their I-20 or DS-2019 in order to 

re-enter the United States after traveling outside. These travel signatures are usually valid for 1 

year while you are a full-time student, though we recommend getting your I-20 or DS2019 

signed every 6 months. Usually, travel signature requests take 5-7 business days. On our 

special travel signature days, however, we will sign the I-20 or DS-2019 on the 

spot.  You can view the schedule here: https://www.albany.edu/isss/assets/Fall_2019.pdf .  

 

We recommend that every student attend one of these days, even if you don't have travel 

plans yet. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.albany.edu/isss/assets/Fall_2019.pdf


 

 

 

Shirkers: Film Screening with Filmmaker Sandi Tan tonight! 

 

See the indie hit film Shirkers, winner of the Directing Award at the 2018 Sundance Film 

Festival. Meet filmmaker Sandi Tan! 

  

SHIRKERS 

Friday, October 11, 2019, 7 p.m. – Screening followed by Conversation, Q/A with director Sandi 

Tan 

Page Hall, UAlbany downtown campus, 135 Western Avenue, Albany 

Free and open to the public. Free parking in the University Thurlow Terrace lot off Western Ave. 

(Singapore/USA, 2018, 96 minutes, color) Starring and directed by Sandi Tan. 

  

While still a teen in 1992, Sandi Tan made one of Singapore’s first indie feature films, 

SHIRKERS, under the mentorship of a shady American teacher who vanished with the film stock 

before it could be finished and released. 

  

Her same-titled 2018 documentary reflects on her shattered creative dreams, and explains what 

happened when the footage was unexpectedly returned two decades later. 

  

Released as a Netflix original, the film received the Directing Award at the 2018 Sundance Film 

Festival. The New Yorker called it “vastly imaginative and ambitious…. gloriously, gleefully 

idiosyncratic, a blend of punk energy and local documentation.” 

  

Cosponsored by UAlbany’s Center for International Education & Global Strategy and Intensive 

English Language Program. For more information visit www.nyswritersinstitute.org or call 518-

442-5620.  More about Sandi Tan and Shirkers: https://www.nyswritersinstitute.org/shirkers 

  

 Save the Date: ISSS Thanksgiving Monday, November 25th 

 

ISSS hosts an annual Thanksgiving Dinner where international students may enjoy a traditional 

http://www.nyswritersinstitute.org/
https://www.nyswritersinstitute.org/shirkers


American Thanksgiving dinner with turkey, pie, and side dishes! This year, our Thanksgiving 

Dinner will take place on Monday, November 25th.  Sign-up is required and will be announced 

soon.  Save the date now! 

 

  

  

NYS DMV 5 Hour Courses Offered on Campus  

 

If you know of anyone that currently has their learner’s permit and looking to get their NYS 

Driver’s License in the future, please note that Albany Driving School and Right Way 

Driving Center will be facilitating the required 5 Hour Class right here on campus on a weekly 

basis on Saturdays From NOON– 5PM and Sundays From 11AM – 4PM in the Campus 

Center’s Student Success Center, Room 165A!   To get to the Campus Center’s Student 

Success Center: 

Enter the Campus Center using the main lobby entrance nearby the small fountain 

Go straight past the lobby until you see the pillars that say “Collaboration Zone”  

The Student Success Center will be on the right 

 

 No sign up is required for the 5 Hour Class, however seats are limited and on a first come first 

served basis.  Please be sure to bring your Learner's Permit & $45.00 in the form of cash, or 

check.  Please see attached flyer for details.  

  

First opportunity will kick off this Saturday, September 21st. 

 



 

 

Fall 2019 CAPS Groups 

For more information about any of the groups listed below, please visit the website 

here: https://www.albany.edu/counseling_center/groups_home.shtml?mt=8 or call 518-442-

5800. 

 

https://www.albany.edu/counseling_center/groups_home.shtml?mt=8


Students Needed for Focus Group 

I am Professor of Sociology at the University at Albany, looking for volunteers to participate in a 

focus group on the needs and experiences of Asian international students at UAlbany. We're 

happy to provide pizza for lunch and participants will be entered to win a $50 Amazon giftcard in 

our raffle. 

  

I would greatly appreciate it if you could help me forward this email to the relevant student 

populations. Any international student from mainland China, India, Korea, Japan or Taiwan at 

least 18 years of age enrolled at the University at Albany is qualified to participate in the study. 

This includes transfer students, study abroad exchange students, undergraduates and graduate 

students. I am also attaching an informational handout which contains more detailed information 

and a recruitment flyer for posting. 

  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns about the research. 

  

Many thanks for your help! 

  

Angie Y. Chung 

Professor 



 

 

  

 

 4. University at Albany Events 

Click Here for a full list of upcoming UAlbany events! 

  

  

  
 Men's Soccer vs. UMass Lowell 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Casey Stadium 

Cost: Season tickets start at $50, individual games for sale at box office windows 

Men's Soccer squares off against UMass Lowell, the team that eliminated them in the America East quarterfinals in 2018. 
 

 
Field Hockey vs. North Carolina 

Sunday, October 13, 2019  1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Alumni Turf Field 

Cost: Free 

  

Field Hockey hosts perennial ACC power North Carolina 

https://events.albany.edu/cal/main/showMain.rdo
http://www.ualbanysports.com/ViewArticle.dbml?&ATCLID=205237251&DB_OEM_ID=15800


 

 

LLC Open House 
Wednesday, October 16, 2019 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

Humanities 354 

Discover the world of languages and visit with faculty and advisors. Free pizza, soda and T-shirts until they run out. 

 

  

Six Scenes in a Theater 
Wednesday, October 16, 2019 7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Performing Arts Center (Arena Theatre) Main Campus 

Cost: $12-$22 

Set in an empty college theatre, here and now—and 50 years earlier—as students prepare for a production of Thornton Wilder’s Our Town. 

This new play is a love letter to people who make theatre. It’s about the brilliant intensity of youth and love and life, which is only 

appreciated after it slips away. It is also a ghost story. 

  

  

 

Football Friday 
Friday, October 18, 2019 11:30 AM - 2:00 PM 

Campus Center 

Enjoy game dayl foods from 1844 before the big game! 

  

  

Volleyball vs. Binghamton 
Friday, October 18, 2019 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Physical Education- Gym 1st Floor 

Cost: Free 

Volleyball hosts America East opponent Binghamton 
 

 

 
Create/Collaborate/Thrive 

Mon, October 21, 2019 6PM 

Location: Humanities 354, UAlbany Uptown Campus 

SafeWordSociety is a collective visioning initiative founded in 2017 to amplify the historically-minimized narratives of Black and brown 

LGBTQIA+ communities.The panelists - a writer, a visual artist, a content producer, and an archivist -will discuss how their individual 

practices and identities contributed to their successes, as collaborators, with SafeWordSociety. 
  

  

 

 

5. Capital District Events 

Harvest Fest 2019 

Saturday, Oct 12, 2019 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

Upper Union Street Business District, 1598 Union Street Schenectady, NY 12309 

Cost: FREE ADMISSION 

http://www.albany.edu/pac


For more info, click here 

 

Harvest Fest 2019 will be held on Saturday, Oct. 12, 10AM-3PM on Upper Union Street in Schenectady. We'll have vendors, food, kids’ 

activities & live music (corner of Union and Dean Streets). 

 

  

6th Annual Saratoga International Flavorfeast 

Saturday, Oct 12, 2019 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Downtown Saratoga Springs, 413 Broadway Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 

Cost: $1 food samples (free admission) 

For more info, click here 

 

 

On Saturday, October 12th from 11am to 4pm, you can travel the streets of downtown Saratoga Springs and experience a feast of flavors from 

a variety of countries at the 6th Annual Saratoga International Flavorfeast. 

 

https://www.albany.com/event/harvest-fest-art-show-64459/
https://www.albany.com/event/flavor-feast-80015/


Schenectady Greenmarket 

Sunday, Oct 13, 2019 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Near Schenectady City Hall, Intersection of Franklin St. & Jay St. Schenectady, NY 12305 

 Cost: FREE ADMISSION 

For more info, click here 

 

Each Sunday, vendors, shoppers, musicians and friends gather at the Schenectady Greenmarket which takes place year-round from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m.The Outdoor Market is located around Schenectady City Hall and is home to more than 70 vendors from around the area. It is a one-

stop-shop for groceries, take-away meals, and artisan items. Customers can find farm fresh produce, meats and eggs in addition to baked 

goods, international foods and hand-crafted goods. EBT, credit and debit cards accepted.The Outdoor Market is open from May through 

October, 2019, on Sundays. 

 

17th Annual "The Way We Were" Car Show 

Sunday, Oct 13, 2019 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Front Street Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

Cost: FREE for Spectators | $15 Car Registration before 9/30/19 | $20 Car Registration Day of Show 

https://www.albany.com/event/schenectady-greenmarket-194490/


 

For more info, click here 

 

The Ballston Spa Business & Professional Association (BSBPA) is pleased to present the 17th Annual “The Way We Were” Car Show. 

We invite the public to come stroll our historic village, check out the hundreds of cars and trucks on display, and enjoy the live music, 

vendors and downtown businesses. It’s a great day for the whole family. 

Front Street will be blocked off from Milton Avenue past the Old Iron Springs to accommodate car exhibits and vendors. In addition to food 

and merchandise vendors, the show will again feature a “Kids Zone”, located by the Old Iron Springs, which will feature free children’s 

activities. 

The car show is a judged show and several trophies will be awarded, including Best of Show, Mayor’s Choice, Best Engine, Best Paint, Best 

Stock, Oldest Vehicle plus the top 3 in specified categories. Judging begins at 9 am with trophies awarded at 3:30  

 

FUSION - Albany Barn's Annual Anti-Gala 

Friday, Oct 18, 2019 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

Albany Barn, 56 Second Street Albany, NY 12210 

For more info, click here 

 

 

Join Albany Barn, together with Albany Chefs’ Food & Wine Festival, as we present the 8th annual FUSION anti-gala!The Barn has been 

named one of Albany’s ‘Best Kept Secrets,’ but we’re letting the cat out of the bag with an anti-gala event brimming with pro tips, life hacks, 

and trade secrets from our Region’s most creative movers and shakers! 

  

  

 

https://www.albany.com/event/the-way-we-were-car-show-24871/
https://www.albany.com/event/fusion-53349/

