
Supporting Documentation – CHINESE STUDIES 

 

1. Changes to the Major..........................................................2 

2. Advanced Writing Supporting Documentation…………..3 

3. Oral Discourse Supporting Documentation……………...5 

4. Information Literacy Supporting Documentation………..7 

5. Critical Thinking Supporting Documentation……………8 

6. Relevant Syllabi 

6.1. EAC101…………………………………...…9 

6.2. EAC102………………………………….…13 

6.3. EAC201…………………………………..…18 

6.4. EAC202…………………………………..…24 

6.5. EAC205………………………………….....30 

6.6. EAC301…………………………………….35 

6.7. EAC302…………………………………….39 

6.8. EAC414 (formerly EAC310)………………43 

6.9. EAC430 (formerly EAS392)………………46 

6.10. EAC432 (formerly EAC396)……………….49 

6.11. EAC471 (formerly EAC398)……………….52 

6.12. EAS468 (formerly EAS399)…………….....57 

6.13. EAS475 (formerly EAS395)………………..61 

6.14. EAS478 (formerly EAS397)…………….....65 

 

 

 



East Asian Studies – Chinese Studies 

 

 

Although the Department will propose a revision to the requirements for the Chinese Studies 

major to ensure that students acquire the Information Literacy competency, that change will only 

strengthen the major’s writing program. EAC 205, which formally introduces such topics as 

source evaluation, stylistic expectations in the discipline, and proper citation standards, when 

combined with the writing required in the intermediate levels and in the capstone seminars, will 

ensure that students follow a trajectory of ever more sophisticated writing tasks. The current and 

proposed major requirements appear below. 

 

Current Requirements for the Chinese Studies Major: 

 One introductory course from: A EAS 103, A EAS 105 or A EAC 170. 

 Required language: A EAC 201, 202, 301, and 302. 

 Three intermediate prerequisite courses from: A EAS 255, 260, 270; A EAC 205, 210, 

211, 212, 230, 280, 379, 380. 

 One seminar from: A EAC 414, 415, 420, 430, 432, 471, 480. 

 One 300-or 400-level elective from: any A EAC course or A EAS 495. 

Proposed Requirements for the Chinese Studies Major: 

 One introductory course from: A EAS 103, A EAS 105 or A EAC 170. 

 Required language: A EAC 201, 202, 301, and 302. 

 A EAC 205 

 Two intermediate prerequisite courses from: A EAS 255, 260, 270; A EAC 210, 211, 212, 

230, 280, 379, 380. 

 One seminar from: A EAC 414, 415, 420, 430, 432, 471, 480, A EAS 468, 475, 478. 

 One 300-or 400-level elective from: any A EAC course or A EAS 495. 

The Department expects that this change will take effect for the 2014-2015 academic year.   
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East Asian Studies – Chinese Studies 

 

 

 

Advanced Writing Supporting Documentation 

 

For the English component of advanced writing, students are required to take one of several 

seminar (capstone) courses. Although the nature of the writing in these seminars can differ 

(research, analysis, etc.), all writing assignments require work the Department has determined is 

sufficient for the advanced writing competency. Descriptions of the writing components in 

representative seminars follow. Full syllabi of these courses are attached at the end of this 

document. 

 

A EAC 430 Chinese Travel Literature: Each student must produce a 12-page research paper on a 

relevant topic. This assignment constitutes 25% of the course grade. 

 

A EAC 432 Readings in Chinese Drama: In addition to written questions on assigned readings, 

students also cooperate in producing rewritten versions of traditional Chinese dramas.  

 

A EAS 468 Confucius and Confucianism: Students must produce a 5-7 page Text Interpretation 

paper in which they choose a passage from one of the Confucian Classics and offer their 

interpretation of it in light of traditional commentaries. In addition, students write a 5-7 page 

Problem Analysis paper in which they analyze a contemporary moral issue from a Confucian 

point of view. These two exercises constitute 45% of the course grade. 

 

A EAS 475 History and Culture of Traditional Tibet: Students do two extended writing 

assignments in this class: A Text Analysis Essay in which they discuss a first-hand account of 

Tibetan culture and a Final Examination Essay. These two assignments constitute 60% of the 

course grade. 

 

A EAS 478 The Silk Road: Students are required to write a research paper on an approved topic 

related to the Silk Road. This constitutes 25% of the course grade. 

 

 

For the Chinese language component of advanced writing, students are required to compose 

work in Chinese at an increasingly sophisticated level through the second semester of Advanced 

Chinese (EAC 302). 

 

A EAC 101 and A EAC 102: Students begin by about 8 translation assignments each semester in 

which they translate text from English to Chinese. Each results in about 2 to 3 pages of written 

work. Rewrites are required. 

 

A EAC 201 and A EAC 202: Students continue producing approximately 25 pages of 

translations into Chinese. In addition, students must produce 9 pages of “movie scripts” on 

various topics. Rewrites are required. 

 

A EAC 301 and A EAC 302: Students must complete a written assignment for each assigned 

lesson in the assigned texts. In addition, they must complete 5 compositions on assigned topics 

during each semester.  
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East Asian Studies – Chinese Studies 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Materials: 
 

Syllabi for EAC 205, representative seminar courses, and the Department’s Chinese language 

courses are in the appendix to demonstrate the amounts and types of writing required to complete 

the Chinese Studies major. Please note that seminar course numbers have changed since they 

were last offered. The syllabi reflect the course numbers when they were taught. New numbers 

can be found in the Undergraduate Bulletin. 
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East Asian Studies – Chinese Studies 

 

 

Oral Discourse Supporting Documentation 

 

For the English-language component of Oral Discourse, students are required to take one of 

several “seminar” (capstone) courses. These courses are capped at relatively low numbers to 

facilitate a seminar environment in which students discuss topics with the instructor and with 

each other. Although each instructor has his or her own teaching style, an audit of all the seminar 

courses conducted within the Department found that each seminar has a significant oral 

discourse component. Descriptions of the oral discourse components are below. Full syllabi are 

attached at the end of this document. 

 

A EAC 414 Classical Chinese I: Students read and discuss passages assigned in Classical 

Chinese. Students take turns presenting and explicating sentences from the reading. These 

presentations constitute 25% of the course grade. 

 

A EAC 430 Chinese Travel Literature: Readings are assigned for each class during which they 

are discussed. Students are expected to actively participate in these discussions. Participation 

constitutes 20% of the course grade.  

 

A EAC 432 Readings in Chinese Drama: The class reads and discusses assigned Chinese plays. 

In addition to these discussions, students work in small groups to rewrite a traditional play and 

present reasons for the rewrite to the class and then perform the play for the class. Class 

discussions and the play presentation together constitute 50% of the grade.  

 

A EAS 468 Confucius and Confucianism: Most classes are devoted to close analysis and 

discussion of important Confucian texts. Participation in these discussions constitutes 20% of the 

course grade. 

 

A EAS 475 The History and Culture of Traditional Tibet: All students are expected to come to 

class prepared to discuss assigned readings. Class participation constitutes 20% of the course 

grade.  

 

A EAS 478 The Silk Road: Assigned readings are discussed in class. In addition, students must 

present the results of their research papers to the class. In all, class participation constitutes 20% 

of the course grade. 

 

 

For the Chinese language component of oral discourse, students are required to complete up to 

the second semester of 300-level Chinese. Language classes at all levels contain oral components 

in the subdivisions of listening and speaking competency. Descriptions of the oral discourse 

components are below. Full syllabi are attached at the end of this document. 

 

A EAC 101 and A EAC 102: These classes are taught 2/3 in Chinese. Students practice 

grammatical patterns in pairs during class and take 2 to 3 oral examinations per semester, each 

lasting 15 minutes with an instructor. 
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East Asian Studies – Chinese Studies 

 

 

A EAC 201 and A EAC 202: These classes are conducted entirely in Chinese. Students work in 

teams to present information to each other in Chinese. In addition, there is a weekly tutorial in 

conversational Chinese lasting 15 minutes. Students also perform a final 10 minute project in 

Chinese. 

 

A EAC 301 and A EAC 302: Students are expected to speak only Chinese during class. In 

addition, students must summarize the content of lessons in Chinese without reference to the 

text. Class participation constitutes 20% of the course grade. 

 

 

Supporting Materials: 
 

Representative syllabi for seminars and Chinese language courses appear in the appendix to 

document the oral discourse work necessary to complete the Chinese Studies major. Please note 

that seminar course numbers have changed since they were last offered. The syllabi reflect the 

course numbers when they were taught. New numbers can be found in the Undergraduate 

Bulletin. 

  

6



East Asian Studies – Chinese Studies 

 

 

Information Literacy Supporting Documentation 

 

A EAC 205 provides the “awareness of the organization of primary sources available for the 

study of Chinese civilization and knowledge of relevant secondary sources.” The second part of 

the competency – the application of this knowledge is provided through the seminar course 

requirement. Regardless of which seminar course a student chooses, he or she will be required to 

produce a written project “that constructs arguments which evaluate and employ the sources 

identified utilizing proper citation methods.”   
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East Asian Studies – Chinese Studies 

 

 

 

Critical Thinking Supporting Documentation 

 

These new major requirements are designed to take students through the curriculum from the 

introductory level to the advanced level, implementing critical thinking at each step along the 

way. The introductory courses provide the grounding for more advanced study, culminating with 

a seminar capstone course. 

 

Supporting Materials: 
 

Representative syllabi (see appendix) for courses that satisfy the seminar requirement 

demonstrate the levels of critical thinking necessary to complete the Chinese Studies major.  
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Fall 2011 
 

1 

EAC 101 : Elementary CHINESE 初级中文 

 Session I (class #6427)   MW      10:25 AM~11:20AM  SS 117 

               TTh       10:15AM ~ 11:35AM  HU 114 

 Session II (class #6960)  MW  2:45 PM~3:40 PM  HU 108 

       TTh       2:45 PM~4:05 PM  HU 111 

 

Instructor:  Shu-Han Yeh  葉淑涵/叶淑涵 syeh@albany.edu 

HU 266    442-4154 

  Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 1:30 pm~2:30 pm and by appointments 

 

Course Description and Objectives: 

This course is designed to learn both spoken and written Mandarin Chinese.  Emphasis will be put on the 

training of the four communicative skills, listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Each lesson will focus 

on a typical daily conversational topic to teach the students to use the language in linguistically and 

socially appropriate ways, whereas the situation exercises and the interaction with fellow students will help 

to enable the students to integrate what they have learned into their everyday practice.  By the end of the 

course, we expect our students to move from the novice to the intermediate level in both oral and written 

communicative proficiency, a standard set by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 

(ACTFL). To be specific, our students are expected to be able to communicate their ideas correctly at 

sentence level and handle simple survival situations.   

 

Textbooks: 

※Required:  

1. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1 Textbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified) 中文听说读写   

ISBN: 9780887276385 

2. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1 Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified) 中文听说读写  

ISBN: 9780887276408 

3. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1 Character Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified and Traditional) 

ISBN: 9780887276484 

These three textbooks are available at the Mary Jane Bookstore. 215 Western Avenue, Albany, NY 12203 
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 2  

(518) 465-2238 

※Optional: 

4. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 2 MP3 Audio (Download), 3rd Edition (optional) 

ISBN: D9780887276774 

 

This set of MP3 audio files includes all the dialogues, vocabulary, and pronunciation exercises from each 

lesson of the Integrated Chinese third edition textbook, as well as the listening exercises from each lesson 

of the Integrated Chinese third edition workbook. The MP3s also include the detailed introduction to 

Chinese phonetics and pronunciation from the textbook. This material can be purchased directly from the 

publisher: Cheng and Tsui, www.cheng-tsui.com 

 

Online Resources: 

Other materials for the course will be available online via the course Blackboard. Blackboard is a 

REQUIRED component of the course. Please log in and familiarize yourself with it. You will see a 

Blackboard Demo at the start of the semester. 

 

Some useful Internet resources related to this class:  

http://www.studypond.com/pinyin.aspx 

www.pinyinpractice.com 

http://www.people.fas.harvard.edu/~pinyin/ 

 

Course Requirements 

Chinese character forms: All written work in this class will be done in simplified-form Chinese 

characters, which are used in China today. 

 

Attendance and Make-ups: Students are expected to attend all classes. Attendance will be taken daily. 

You can have 3 absences in the semester, but starting the fourth one, 10 points will be taken out from your 

attendance grade. Bonus: If you attend every class and arrive on time through this semester, you will 

receive a 3 points reward to your final grade. 3 coming late or leaving early for classes equals 1 absence. 

Make-ups for missed quizzes and exams will be given only when the absence was due to a documented 

medical (this means you must have a signed note from an MD saying you were physically unable to attend 

class) or documented personal emergency. If possible, consult with the instructor before the absence. 
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Exams and quizzes: After finishing each lesson there will be an exam. Exams will be given approximately 

once every week; quizzes will be given once to twice a lesson. 1 lowest quiz and 1 lowest exam will be 

dropped. 

 

Homework:  Assignments are listed in “CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS”.  Late homework 

will NOT receive a grade after NOON on the due date.  You may turn in your homework in class or in 

homework box labeled ‘EAC 101 Homework’, located outside HU 266.    

 

Oral Exam and Final Exam:  There will be one oral exam, one final listening comprehension exam, and 

one final written exam. Format to be announced. 

 

Grading System:  

Classroom performance (attendance and participation)  15% 

Homework (18)     25% 

Quizzes (18)        15% 

Exams (9)        25% 

Oral exam (1)        5% 

Final exam        15% 

 

Grades will be assigned using the following scale: 
 

Grade Min Max 
A 93 100 
A- 90 92 
B+ 87 89 
B 83 86 
B- 80 82 
C+ 77 79 
C 73 76 
C- 70 72 
D+ 67 69 
D 63 66 
D- 60 62 
E 0 59 

 

Policies and Other Information 
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Email: If you need to contact me outside of class, email is your best option. In your message, please state 
your name and that you are a student in this course along with your inquiry. Please include “EAC 101” in 
your subject line to ensure that your email is flagged in my inbox.  
 
Grade Disputes: Please check your grades on Blackboard regularly to make sure that your grades are 
being posted and appear to be in line with what you expect them to be. If you find that a grade is missing 
for work you submitted, a grade that seems to be a posting error, OR if you would like to dispute a grade, 
you have two weeks from the time the grade is posted to contact the instructor. For team grade, the team 
must contact the instructor.  
 
Disabilities: If you have a disability please meet with me to so we can discuss ways to help you succeed in 
the course. If you need accommodations that would affect the terms of this syllabus, you will need to 
provide documentation of you disability.  
 
Incompletes: Due to the nature of this course, it is very difficult to take an incomplete in this course. If you 
are considering an incomplete, you need to arrange to meet with me as soon as possible. If you are granted 
an incomplete, you will need to write a memo that states the agreement we developed and the date by 
which you will complete the course. You will need to then print, sign, and submit this document to me. 
 
Academic Honesty: An important component in learning is taking on tasks, assignments and exams in an 
honest effort to do your best possible work. On this note, you are expected to turn in and do original work. 
From the University website: 

Presenting as one’s own work the work of another person (for example, the words, ideas, 
information, data, evidence, organizing principles, or style of presentation of someone else)… 
Plagiarism includes paraphrasing or summarizing without acknowledgment, submission of 
another student’s work as one’s own, the purchase of prepared research or completed papers 
or projects, and the unacknowledged use of research sources gathered by someone else. 
Failure to indicate accurately the extent and precise nature of one’s reliance on other sources 
is also a form of plagiarism. The student is responsible for understanding the legitimate use of 
sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging academic, scholarly, or creative 
indebtedness, and the consequences for violating University regulations. 

More information can be found at http://library.albany.edu/usered/plagiarism/index.html 
 
On this note, I do want to let you know that I take academic honest seriously and that if you are found to 
be engaging in dishonest behaviors you will be reported to the University and will receive, at a 
minimum, a failing grade for the assignment or exam. Severe cases will result in a failing grade for the 
course and possible expulsion from the University. 
 
It is your responsibility to inform me if you know of any situations where academic dishonestly is taking 
place.  
 
Syllabus as Contract: The course syllabus is a contract for the terms and conditions of your participation 
in this course. If, after reading the syllabus, you are unclear about or do not agree to the terms stated within, 
please speak with me or withdraw yourself from the course.  
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Spring 2011 

 

1 

EAC 102 : Elementary CHINESE 初级中文 

  Session I  (class #  6207)  MW  10:25~11:20  TTh    10:15~11:35  HU 027 

Session II (class #  6208) MW  2:45~3:40     TTh   2:45~4:05  HU 032 

                                                       

 

Instructor:  Shu-Han Yeh  葉淑涵  syeh@albany.edu 

HU 266    442-4154 

  Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, 1:30 pm~2:30 pm or by appointment  

 

 

Course Description and Objectives: 

This course is designed to learn both spoken and written Mandarin Chinese.  Emphasis will be put on the 

training of the four communicative skills, listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Each lesson will focus 

on a typical daily conversational topic to teach the students to use the language in linguistically and 

socially appropriate ways, whereas the situation exercises and the interaction with fellow students will help 

to enable the students to integrate what they have learned into their everyday practice.  By the end of the 

course, we expect our students to move from the novice to the intermediate level in both oral and written 

communicative proficiency, a standard set by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 

(ACTFL). To be specific, our students are expected to be able to communicate their ideas correctly at 

sentence level and handle simple survival situations.   

 

Textbooks: 

Required:  BOOKS (Simplified Character edition) 

1. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 2 Textbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified) 中文听说读写   

ISBN: 978-0-88727-670-5 

2. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 2 Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified) 中文听说读写  

ISBN: 978-0-88727-674-3 

3. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 2 Character Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified and Traditional) 

ISBN: 978-0-88727-676-7 

 These three textbooks are available at the Mary Jane Bookstore. 
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 2  

 

※Optional: 

4. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1 MP3 Audio (Download), 3rd Edition (optional) 

ISBN: D9780887276774 

 

This set of MP3 audio files includes all the dialogues, vocabulary, and pronunciation exercises from each 

lesson of the Integrated Chinese third edition textbook, as well as the listening exercises from each lesson 

of the Integrated Chinese third edition workbook. The MP3s also include the detailed introduction to 

Chinese phonetics and pronunciation from the textbook. This material can be purchased directly from the 

publisher: Cheng and Tsui, www.cheng-tsui.com 

 

Required for students who did not take EAC 101 

1. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1 Textbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified) 中文听说读写   

ISBN: 9780887276385 

2. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 1 Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified) 中文听说读写  

ISBN: 9780887276408 

 

Note: We are contiuning using these 2 books (IC level 1 part 1) that we have been using since last semester 

(EAC 101). New classmates, these 2 textbooks are also available at the MaryJane Bookstore. 

 

Online Resources: 

Other materials for the course will be available online via the course Blackboard. Blackboard is a 

REQUIRED component of the course. Please log in and familiarize yourself with it. You will see a 

Blackboard Demo at the beginning of the semester. 

 

Some useful Internet resources related to this class:  

Listening materials for Integrated Chinese: http://www.language.berkeley.edu/ic/ 

Pronunciation guide: http://www.people.fas.harvard.edu/~pinyin/ 

On-line dictionary: zhongwen.com 

 

Course Requirements 

Chinese character forms: All written work in this class will be in simplified-form Chinese characters, 

which are used in China today. 
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 3 

 

 

Attendance and Make-ups: Students are expected to attend all classes. Attendance will be taken at the 

beginning of each class. You can have 3 absences in the semester, but starting the fourth one, 10 points will 

be taken out from your final grade. Bonus: If you attend every class and arrive on time through this 

semester, you will receive a 3 points reward to your final grade. 3 coming late or leaving early for classes 

equals 1 absence. Make-ups for missed exams will be given only when the absence was due to a 

documented medical (this means you must have a signed note from an MD saying you were physically 

unable to attend class) or documented personal emergency. If possible, consult with the instructor before 

the absence.  

 

Exams and quizzes: After finishing each lesson there will be an exam. Exams will be given approximately 

once every two weeks; quizzes will be given once to twice per lesson. A quiz may be given in the format of  

matching new phrases to their English equivalents or dictation.  There will be no make-up quizzes, so be 

there on time. 1 lowest quiz and 1 lowest exam will be dropped. 

 

Homework:  Assignments are listed in “CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS”.  Late homework 

will NOT receive a grade after NOON on the due date.  You may turn in your homework in class or in 

homework box labeled „EAC 102 Homework‟, located outside HU 266.    

 

Oral Exam and Final Exam:  There will be 2 oral exams, 1 final listening comprehension exam, and 1 

final written exam. Format to be announced. 

 

Grading System:  

Classroom performance (attendance and participation)  15% 

Homework (16)     20% 

Quizzes (16)        15% 

Exams (7)        25% 

Oral exam (2)        10% 

Final exam        15% 

 

Grades will be assigned using the following scale: 

 

Grade Min Max 

A 93 100 

A- 90 92 

B+ 87 89 
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B 83 86 

B- 80 82 

C+ 77 79 

C 73 76 

C- 70 72 

D+ 67 69 

D 63 66 

D- 60 62 

E 0 59 

 

 

Policy and Other Information 

 

Email: If you need to contact me outside of class, email is your best option. In your message, please state 

your name and that you are a student in this course along with your inquiry. Please include “EAC 102” in 

your subject line to ensure that your email is flagged in my inbox.  

 

Grade Disputes: Please check your grades on Blackboard regularly to make sure that your grades are 

being posted and appear to be in line with what you expect them to be. If you find that a grade is missing 

for work you submitted, a grade that seems to be a posting error, OR if you would like to dispute a grade, 

you have two weeks from the time the grade is posted to contact the instructor. For team grade, the team 

must contact the instructor.  

 

Disabilities: If you have a disability please meet with the instructor to discuss ways to help you succeed in 

the course. If you need accommodations that would affect the terms of this syllabus, you will need to 

provide documentation of you disability.  

 

Incompletes: Due to the nature of this course, it is very difficult to take an incomplete in this course. If you 

are considering an incomplete, you need to arrange to meet with the instructor as soon as possible. If you 

are granted an incomplete, you will need to write a memo that states the agreement we developed and the 

date by which you should complete the course. You will need to print, sign, and submit this document to 

the instructor. 

 

Academic Honesty: An important component in learning is taking on tasks, assignments and exams in an 

honest effort to do your best possible work. On this note, you are expected to turn in and do original work. 

From the University website: 

Presenting as one‟s own work the work of another person (for example, the words, ideas, 

information, data, evidence, organizing principles, or style of presentation of someone else)… 

Plagiarism includes paraphrasing or summarizing without acknowledgment, submission of 

another student‟s work as one‟s own, the purchase of prepared research or completed papers 

or projects, and the unacknowledged use of research sources gathered by someone else. 

Failure to indicate accurately the extent and precise nature of one‟s reliance on other sources 

is also a form of plagiarism. The student is responsible for understanding the legitimate use of 

sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging academic, scholarly, or creative 

indebtedness, and the consequences for violating University regulations. 

More information can be found at http://library.albany.edu/usered/plagiarism/index.html 
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On this note, I do want to let you know that I take academic honest seriously and that if you are found to 

be engaging in dishonest behaviors, you will be reported to the University and will receive, at a 

minimum, a failing grade for the assignment or exam. Severe cases will result in a failing grade for the 

course and possible expulsion from the University. 

 

It is your responsibility to inform the instructor if you know any situations where academic dishonesty is 

taking place.  

 

Syllabus as Contract: The course syllabus is a contract for the terms and conditions of your participation 

in this course. If, after reading the syllabus, you are unclear about or do not agree with the terms stated 

within, please speak with the instructor or withdraw yourself from the course.  
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Fall 2011 
 

EAC 201 : INTERMEDIATE CHINESE 中级中文 

class number 1791 

MW   12:35~1:30 pm   HU 027 

TTh    1:15~2:35  pm  FA 114 

Instructor:  Shu-Han Yeh  葉淑涵  syeh@albany.edu 

HU 266     442-4154 

  Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 1:30 pm~2:30 pm   

      

Course Description: 

This course is designed for students who have finished first year Chinese. Students who 

successfully completed EAC102 in the last two years may find this course suitable to their level 

of proficiency. It aims to further develop the students’ overall linguistic command of modern 

Chinese.  

The course will cover 7 lessons that will help you focus on the main daily topics in Chinese. For 

each lesson, you will learn 20-30 vocabulary, several sets of grammar and 1 text with 2 readings 

and/ or 2 dialogues. You will be engaged in activities that utilize and focus on key concepts from 

the unit.  

 

Learning Objectives: By taking and fully participating in this course, you will work on 

improving and developing the following learning outcomes: 

1. Develop a language fluency in Chinese, which enable you to live, work or study in a 

Chinese speaking environment. 

2.  Enlarge your vocabulary and reinforce mastery of frequently-used sentence structures 

and expressions 

3. Strengthen reading and writing abilities and improve fluency and accuracy in speaking 

standard Mandarin Chinese 

4. Interact with team members to develop deeper understandings of course concepts 

5. Help one’s team and classmates to learn and allow others to help you learn 

6. To come to see oneself as a Chinese language user and be able to live, work or study in a 

Chinese speaking environment 
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 2 

 

Textbooks: 

*Required:  

1. Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 Textbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified & Traditional) 

 中文听说读写  ISBN: 9780887276798 

2. Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified)  

中文听说读写  ISBN: 9780887276835 

3. Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 Character Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified and 

Traditional) 

ISBN: 9780887276859 

These three textbooks are available at the Mary Jane Bookstore. 215 Western Avenue, Albany, 

(518) 465-2238 

 

*Optional: 

4. Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 MP3 Audio (Download), 3rd Edition (optional) 

ISBN: D9780887276866 

This set of MP3 audio files includes all the dialogues, vocabulary, and pronunciation exercises 

from each lesson of the Integrated Chinese third edition textbook, as well as the listening 

exercises from each lesson of the Integrated Chinese third edition workbook. The MP3s also 

include the detailed introduction to Chinese phonetics and pronunciation from the textbook. This 

material can be purchased directly from the publisher: Cheng and Tsui, www.cheng-tsui.com 

 

 

Required for students who did not take EAC 102 (Simplified Character edition) 

1. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 2 Textbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified) 中文听说读写   

ISBN: 978-0-88727-670-5 

2. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 2 Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified) 中文听说读写  

ISBN: 978-0-88727-674-3 

3. Integrated Chinese, Level 1 Part 2 Character Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified and 

Traditional) 
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ISBN: 978-0-88727-676-7 

 

Note: We are contiuning using these 3 books (IC level 1 part 2) that we have been using since 

last semester(EAC 102). New classmates, these 3 textbooks are also available at the MaryJane 

Bookstore. 

 

Online Resources: 

Other materials for the course will be available online via the course Blackboard. Blackboard is a 

REQUIRED component of the course. Please log in and familiarize yourself with it. You will see 

a Blackboard Demo at the start of the semester. 

 

Course Requirements 

Attendance and Make-ups: Students are expected to attend all classes. Attendance will be taken 

at the beginning of each class. You can have 3 absences in the semester, but starting the fourth 

one, 10 points will be taken out from your final grade. Bonus: If you attend every class through 

this semester, you will receive a 3 points reward to your final grade. 3 coming late or leaving 

early for classes equals 1 absence. Make-ups for missed exams will be given only when the 

absence was due to a documented medical (this means you must have a signed note from an MD 

saying you were physically unable to attend class) or documented personal emergency. If 

possible, consult with the instructor before the absence.  

 

In class assignments and tasks: Please be aware that we will do many assignments, tasks or 

quizes in class. You will either be assessed individually or in groups. These assessments are to 

make sure either you prepare well before class or you have better understanding after lecturing. 

Therefore, be prepared before class and in class. 

 

Homework:  Assignments are listed in CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS.  Late 

homework will NOT receive a grade after NOON on the due date.  You may turn in a 

homework box labeled ‘二年级作业’, located outside HU 266.   
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Exams and quizzes: After finishing each lesson there will be an exam. Exams will be given 

approximately once every two weeks; quizzes will be given once to twice a lesson. 1 lowest quiz 

and 1 lowest exam will be dropped. 

 

Individual section: You will meet with my TAs once a week. Each section is 15 minutes. This 

will start at the second week of the semester. Format to be announced. 

 

Oral Exam, Final project and Final Exam:  There will be two oral exams, one final project,  

one final listening comprehension exam, and one final written exam. Format to be announced. 

 

Grading System: 

Classroom performance (attendance and participation)  10% 

Individual section performance     5% 

Homework (14)     20% 

Quizzes (17)        15% 

Exams (6)        15% 

Oral exam (2)        5% 

Final project (1)       5% 

Midterm exam        10% 

Final exam        15% 

 

Grades will be assigned using the following scale: 
 

Grade Min Max 
A 93 100 
A- 90 92 
B+ 87 89 
B 83 86 
B- 80 82 
C+ 77 79 
C 73 76 
C- 70 72 
D+ 67 69 
D 63 66 
D- 60 62 
E 0 59 
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Team Based Format 

 
You will be assigned to a learning team at the second week of the semester. This will be your 
team for the semester. Learning teams are developed by mixing up the skills each student comes 
to the class with based on a survey you take the first day of class. Once you are assigned to a 
team, please put your team information below. You can provide your teammates with any way to 
contact you that works for you (phone, text, email, etc), but make sure that your teammates have 
a way to contact you that you will check regularly.  
  
Team Number: 
 
Name Contact Information Best way to contact? 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
A majority of your time in class will be spent working with your learning teams on course tasks 
and projects. As such, it is critical that you maintain good communication with your team if you 
will be missing class.  

 
Policies and Other Information 

 
Email: If you need to contact me outside of class, email is your best option. In your message, 
please state your name and that you are a student in this course along with your inquiry. Please 
include “EAC 201” in your subject line to ensure that your email is flagged in my inbox.  
 
Grade Disputes: Please check your grades on Blackboard regularly to make sure that your 
grades are being posted and appear to be in line with what you expect them to be. If you find that 
a grade is missing for work you submitted, a grade that seems to be a posting error, OR if you 
would like to dispute a grade, you have two weeks from the time the grade is posted to contact 
the instructor. For team grade, the team must contact the instructor.  
 
Disabilities: If you have a disability please meet with me to so we can discuss ways to help you 
succeed in the course. If you need accommodations that would affect the terms of this syllabus, 
you will need to provide documentation of you disability.  
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Incompletes: Due to the nature of this course, it is very difficult to take an incomplete in this 
course. If you are considering an incomplete, you need to arrange to meet with me as soon as 
possible. If you are granted an incomplete, you will need to write a memo that states the 
agreement we developed and the date by which you will complete the course. You will need to 
then print, sign, and submit this document to me. 
 
Academic Honesty: An important component in learning is taking on tasks, assignments and 
exams in an honest effort to do your best possible work. On this note, you are expected to turn in 
and do original work. From the University website: 

Presenting as one’s own work the work of another person (for example, the words, 
ideas, information, data, evidence, organizing principles, or style of presentation of 
someone else)… Plagiarism includes paraphrasing or summarizing without 
acknowledgment, submission of another student’s work as one’s own, the purchase 
of prepared research or completed papers or projects, and the unacknowledged use 
of research sources gathered by someone else. Failure to indicate accurately the 
extent and precise nature of one’s reliance on other sources is also a form of 
plagiarism. The student is responsible for understanding the legitimate use of 
sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging academic, scholarly, or creative 
indebtedness, and the consequences for violating University regulations. 

More information can be found at http://library.albany.edu/usered/plagiarism/index.html 
 
On this note, I do want to let you know that I take academic honest seriously and that if you are 
found to be engaging in dishonest behaviors you will be reported to the University and will 
receive, at a minimum, a failing grade for the assignment or exam. Severe cases will result in 
a failing grade for the course and possible expulsion from the University. 
 
It is your responsibility to inform me if you know of any situations where academic dishonestly 
is taking place.  
 
Syllabus as Contract: The course syllabus is a contract for the terms and conditions of your 
participation in this course. If, after reading the syllabus, you are unclear about or do not agree to 
the terms stated within, please speak with me or withdraw yourself from the course.  
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Spring 2011 

 

EAC 202 : INTERMEDIATE CHINESE 中级中文  

Class number 1924 

  MW    11:30~12:25  LC 013 

TTh     11:45~1:05      LC 013 

Instructor:  Shu-Han Yeh  葉淑涵 syeh@albany.edu 

HU 266    442-4154 

  Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, 1:30 pm~2:30 pm or by appointment  

 

Course Description: 

This course is designed for students who have finished first year Chinese. Students who 

successfully completed EAC 201 in the last two years may find this course suitable to their level 

of proficiency. It aims to further develop the students‟ overall linguistic command of modern 

Chinese.  

 

The course will cover 8 lessons that will help you focus on the main daily topics in Chinese. For 

each lesson, you will learn 20-30 vocabulary, several sets of grammar and 1 text with 2 readings 

and/ or 2 dialogues. You will be engaged in activities that utilize and focus on key concepts from 

the unit.  

 

Learning Objectives: By taking and fully participating in this course, you will work on 

improving and developing the following learning outcomes: 

1. Develop a language fluency in Chinese, which enable you to live, work or study in a 

Chinese speaking environment. 

2.  Enlarge your vocabulary and reinforce mastery of frequently-used sentence structures 

and expressions 

3. Strengthen reading and writing abilities and improve fluency and accuracy in speaking 

standard Mandarin Chinese 

4. Interact with team members to develop deeper understandings of course concepts 

5. Help one‟s team and classmates to learn and allow others to help you learn 
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 2  

6. To come to see oneself as a Chinese language user and be able to live, work or study in a 

Chinese speaking environment 

Textbooks: 

Required:  

1. Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 Textbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified & Traditional) 

 中文听说读写  ISBN: 9780887276798 

2. Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified)  

中文听说读写  ISBN: 9780887276835 

3. Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 Character Workbook, 3rd Edition (Simplified and 

Traditional) 

ISBN: 9780887276859 

 

Note: We are contiuning using those 3 books that we have been using since last semester (EAC 

201). New classmates, these 3 textbooks are available at the MaryJane Bookstore. 215 Western 

Ave # 3, Albany (518) 465-2238 

 

Optional: 

4. Integrated Chinese, Level 2 Part 1 MP3 Audio (Download), 3rd Edition (optional) 

ISBN: D9780887276866 

 

This set of MP3 audio files includes all the dialogues, vocabulary, and pronunciation exercises 

from each lesson of the Integrated Chinese third edition textbook, as well as the listening 

exercises from each lesson of the Integrated Chinese third edition workbook. The MP3s also 

include the detailed introduction to Chinese phonetics and pronunciation from the textbook. This 

material can be purchased directly from the publisher: Cheng and Tsui, www.cheng-tsui.com 

 

Online Resources: 

Other materials for the course will be available online via the course Blackboard. Blackboard is a 

REQUIRED component of the course. Please log in and familiarize yourself with it. You will 

see a Blackboard Demo at the start of the semester. 
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 3 

 

Course Requirements 

Attendance and Make-ups: Students are expected to attend all classes. Attendance will be taken 

at the beginning of each class. You can have 3 absences in the semester, but starting the fourth 

one, 10 points will be taken out from your final grade. Bonus: If you attend every class and 

arrive on time through this semester, you will receive a 3 points reward to your final grade. 3 

coming late or leaving early for classes equals 1 absence. Make-ups for missed exams will be 

given only when the absence was due to a documented medical (this means you must have a 

signed note from an MD saying you were physically unable to attend class) or documented 

personal emergency. If possible, consult with the instructor before the absence.  

 

In class assignments and tasks: Please be aware that we will do many assignments, tasks or 

quizes in class. You will either be assessed individually or in groups. These assessments are to 

make sure either you prepare well before class or you have better understanding after lecturing. 

Therefore, be prepared before class and in class. 

 

Homework:  Assignments are listed in CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS.  Late 

homework will NOT receive a grade after NOON on the due date.  You may turn in a 

homework box labeled „二年级作业‟, located outside HU 266.   

 

Individual section: You will meet with my TAs once a week. Each section is 15 minutes. This 

will start at the second week of the semester. Format to be announced. 

 

Exams and quizzes: After finishing each lesson there will be an exam. Exams will be given 

approximately once every two weeks; quizzes will be given once to twice per lesson. A quiz may 

be given in the format of  matching new phrases to their English equivalents or dictation.  There 

will be no make-up quizzes, so be there on time. 1 lowest quiz and 1 lowest exam will be 

dropped. 

 

Oral Exam, Final project and Final Exam:  There will be two oral exams, one final project,  

one final listening comprehension exam, and one final written exam. Format to be announced. 
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Grading System: 

 

Classroom performance (attendance and participation)  10% 

Individual section performance     5% 

Homework (16)     25% 

Quizzes (16)        15% 

Exams (7)        20% 

Oral exam (2)        5% 

Final project (1)       5% 

Final exam        15% 

 

 

Grades will be assigned using the following scale: 

 

Grade Min Max 

A 93 100 

A- 90 92 

B+ 87 89 

B 83 86 

B- 80 82 

C+ 77 79 

C 73 76 

C- 70 72 

D+ 67 69 

D 63 66 

D- 60 62 

E 0 59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team Based Format 

 

You will be assigned to a learning team at the second week of the semester. This will be your 

team for the semester. Learning teams are developed by mixing up the skills each student comes 

to the class with based on a survey you take the first day of class. Once you are assigned to a 

team, please put your team information below. You can provide your teammates with any way to 
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 5 

 

contact you that works for you (phone, text, email, etc), but make sure that your teammates have 

a way to contact you that you will check regularly.  

  

Team Number: 

 

Name Contact Information Best way to contact? 

   

   

   

   

   

 

A majority of your time in class will be spent working with your learning teams on course tasks 

and projects. As such, it is critical that you maintain good communication with your team if you 

will be missing class.  

 

Policies and Other Information 

 

Email: If you need to contact me outside of class, email is your best option. In your message, 

please state your name and that you are a student in this course along with your inquiry. Please 

include “EAC 202” in your subject line to ensure that your email is flagged in my inbox.  

 

Grade Disputes: Please check your grades on Blackboard regularly to make sure that your 

grades are being posted and appear to be in line with what you expect them to be. If you find that 

a grade is missing for work you submitted, a grade that seems to be a posting error, OR if you 

would like to dispute a grade, you have two weeks from the time the grade is posted to contact 

the instructor. For team grade, the team must contact the instructor.  

 

Disabilities: If you have a disability please meet with me to so we can discuss ways to help you 

succeed in the course. If you need accommodations that would affect the terms of this syllabus, 

you will need to provide documentation of you disability.  

 

Incompletes: Due to the nature of this course, it is very difficult to take an incomplete in this 

course. If you are considering an incomplete, you need to arrange to meet with me as soon as 

possible. If you are granted an incomplete, you will need to write a memo that states the 

agreement we developed and the date by which you will complete the course. You will need to 

then print, sign, and submit this document to me. 

 

Academic Honesty: An important component in learning is taking on tasks, assignments and 

exams in an honest effort to do your best possible work. On this note, you are expected to turn in 

and do original work. From the University website: 
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Presenting as one‟s own work the work of another person (for example, the words, 

ideas, information, data, evidence, organizing principles, or style of presentation of 

someone else)… Plagiarism includes paraphrasing or summarizing without 

acknowledgment, submission of another student‟s work as one‟s own, the purchase 

of prepared research or completed papers or projects, and the unacknowledged use 

of research sources gathered by someone else. Failure to indicate accurately the 

extent and precise nature of one‟s reliance on other sources is also a form of 

plagiarism. The student is responsible for understanding the legitimate use of 

sources, the appropriate ways of acknowledging academic, scholarly, or creative 

indebtedness, and the consequences for violating University regulations. 

More information can be found at http://library.albany.edu/usered/plagiarism/index.html 

 

On this note, I do want to let you know that I take academic honest seriously and that if you are 

found to be engaging in dishonest behaviors you will be reported to the University and will 

receive, at a minimum, a failing grade for the assignment or exam. Severe cases will result in 

a failing grade for the course and possible expulsion from the University. 

 

It is your responsibility to inform me if you know of any situations where academic dishonestly 

is taking place.  

 

Syllabus as Contract: The course syllabus is a contract for the terms and conditions of your 

participation in this course. If, after reading the syllabus, you are unclear about or do not agree to 

the terms stated within, please speak with me or withdraw yourself from the course.  
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EAC 205X (8978) 
Chinese Research and Bibliographic Methods 

Fall 2012 
 

Meets: TTh 2:45 – 4:05 p.m. in Humanities 132. 
 

Instructor: Associate Professor Anthony DeBlasi 
Office: Humanities 244 
Phone: 442-5316 
e-mail: adeblasi@albany.edu  
Office Hours: Tuesday 1:15 – 2:30 p.m.; Thursday 10:00-11:30 a.m.; and by appointment. 
 
Course Description: 
  
This course will cover research and bibliographic methods in Chinese Studies. Students will learn 
how to navigate library catalogs and the internet with specific emphasis on Chinese databases and 
resources. Students will also become familiar with Chinese reference materials, such as character 
dictionaries.  
 
Prerequisite: This course has a strict  prerequisite of at least one year of Chinese language or its 
equivalent.  Students who do not have this prerequisite are not qualified or prepared for the 
course. 
 
Required Texts: 
 

1. Students should choose an appropriate Chinese language dictionary. Dictionaries will be 
discussed on the first day of class; students will be given two weeks to acquire an 
appropriate dictionary. 

 
2. The following texts are also required and available for purchase at the campus bookstore 

and Mary Jane Books (downtown): 
 

• Wilkinson, Endymion. Chinese History: A Manual, Revised and Enlarged. 
Cambridage: Harvard University Asia Center, 2000. 

• Turabian, Kate et al. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and 
Dissertations. 7th ed. Chicago: Chicago University Press, 2007. 

 
Technical Requirements: 
 

1. Students must have an active e-mail account, from which they can send and receive 
attachments.  They also must have a valid student ID that allows them to access UAlbany 
library materials.  An ID invalidated because of unpaid fines, etc. is NOT an excuse for 
late/incomplete work.  It is also recommended that students bring a flash memory drive 
with them to class on the days that involve computer use. 

2. This course has an extensive course page on the Blackboard system. All readings and 
homework assignments will be on this site, as well as reference materials and useful links. 
You should ALWAYS CHECK THE BLACKBOARD PAGE  before class. In addition 
to completing the reading assignments, you should also “surf” the links to suggested 
reference materials. 
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Course Requirements and Grading: 
 
Course grades are calculated as follows: 
 

Attendance/participation: 15% 
 Homework Assignments: 20% 
 Midterm:   20% 
 Final Examination:  20% 
 Annotated Bibliography: 25% 
 
Attendance and Participation: 
 
Attendance will be taken regularly. You are expected to attend class unless extenuating 
circumstances prevent it. You are also expected to be an active participant in the class. Class 
format will be largely hands-on activities aimed at developing good research skills. Completing 
the assigned reading will be essential if you are to successfully complete the course assignments 
and do well on the examinations. 
 
Homework Assignments: 
 
In addition to in-class assignments, there are periodic, graded assignments to be completed on your 
own. Late assignments will be penalized.  
 
Midterm and Final Examinations: 
 
The midterm examination covers material introduced before the date of the examination. The final 
examination is cumulative. You will receive study guides in advance of both examinations to help 
you prepare for them.  
 
Annotated Bibliography: 
 
The main research project for this class is the production of an annotated bibliography on a 
research subject chosen in consultation with me. The annotated bibliography will demonstrate 
your ability to identify quality sources and evaluate their relevance to your chosen project. 
Detailed instructions and grading standards will be distributed in class. 
 
Grading policies: 
Please note the following policies: 
1. Letter grades are assigned according to the following scale: A=93-100, A-=90-92, B+=87-89, 

B=83-86, B-=80-82, C+=77-79, C=73-76, C-=70-72, D+=67-69, D=63-66, D-=60-62, 
E=less than 60. Please note that work never turned in counts as a zero (0). 

2. Late bibliographies lose one grade step for each day late (thus a B+ that is two days late receives 
a B-). Late homework assignments lose 2 points for each day late. 

3. I do not give make-up examinations or extensions unless you have an acceptable and 
documented excuse (for example, a medical excuse signed by a physician). 

4. I will not consider requests for incompletes without a clearly documented and acceptable 
reason. 

5. Plagiarism is using or purchasing the words or ideas of another and passing them off as one's 
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own work.  If a student quotes someone in an assignment, that student must use quotation 
marks and give a citation.  Paraphrased or borrowed ideas are to be identified by proper 
citations. Plagiarism will result, at the minimum, in a zero (0) for the assignment. I 
reserve the right to fail you for the course if I catch you plagiarizing or cheating on 
examinations or quizzes. 

6. If there are extenuating circumstances that you anticipate will unduly affect your grade, it is 
your responsibility to speak with me IN ADVANCE. 

 
If you want to check on your performance at any point in the semester, feel free to come to my 
office and we'll run through the numbers. 
 
General Education: 
 
This course fulfills the requirement Information Literacy general education category. 

 

General Education Courses have the following characteristics: 

1. General education offers explicit understandings of the procedures and practices of 
disciplines and interdisciplinary fields.  

2. General education provides multiple perspectives on the subject matter, reflecting the 
intellectual and cultural diversity within and beyond the University.  

3. General education emphasizes active learning in an engaged environment that enables 
students to become producers as well as consumers of knowledge.  

4. General education promotes critical thinking about the assumptions, goals, and methods of 
various fields of academic study and the interpretive, analytic, and evaluative 
competencies central to intellectual development 

Information Literacy  courses introduce students to various ways in which information is 
organized and structured and to the process of finding, using, producing, and distributing 
information in a variety of media formats, including traditional print as well as computer databases. 
Students acquire experience with resources available on the Internet and learn to evaluate the 
quality of information, to use information ethically and professionally, and to adjust to rapidly 
changing technology tools. 

Information Literacy courses have three aspects:  

1. Classroom activities on finding, evaluating, citing, and using information in print and 
electronic sources from the University Libraries, World Wide Web, and other sources. 
Courses should address questions concerning the ethical use of information, copyrights, 
and other related issues that promote critical reflection.  

2. Assignments, course work, or tutorials that make extensive use of the University Libraries, 
World Wide Web, and other information sources. Assignments should include finding, 
evaluating, and citing information sources.  

3. At least one research project that requires students to find, evaluate, cite, and use 
information presented in diverse formats from multiple sources and to integrate this 
information within a single textual, visual, or digital document. 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
   Module Reading  for the Day Homework (due on 

that day) /Notes 
Aug. 28 T Course 

Introduction; 
Dictionaries, 
required texts, etc. 

None None 

Aug. 30 Th Navigating the 
University Library 
 

► Read Recommended Dictionaries for Chinese 
Language Students 
►Take the Virtual Tour at 
http://library.albany.edu/usered/tuttour/index.html 
►Read the International Students’ Guide to the 
Libraries 
►Read the Welcome to Minerva 

None 

Sept. 4 T EAS databases and 
online resources 
(JSTOR; BAS; 
Project Muse) 

►Take the Library Tutorial on Finding Scholarly 
Articles;  

 
 

 6 Th Word Processing ►Read Word Processing basics and Inputting 
symbols and Chinese characters 

Homework: Finding 
things in the library 
 

 11 T Chinese Studies 
databases and online 
resources (OCLC) 

►Review  packet on FirstSearch/Webcat/OCLC  

 13 Th Radicals ►Read “Radicals of Chinese Characters” 
►How to Use a Chinese Dictionary 
►Read Nelson’s pp. 1002-1013 “How to 
Determine the Radical…” (on ERES) 
  

Homework: Chinese 
Word Processing and 
First Search 

 18 T NO CLASS    
 20 Th Electronic and 

Online Dictionaries 
NONE  

 25 T NO CLASS   

 27 Th Romanization ►Read “Romanization of Chinese” 
►Browse Web Resources on Romanization 

Homework: Radicals 
and Online Dictionaries 

Oct. 2 T Simplification ►Read: Course material on simplification  
 4 Th Calligraphy ►Calligraphy Reading 

►Introduction to Handwriting 
►Table of Comparative Forms 

Homework: 
Romanization and 
Simplification 

 9 T Development and 
History of 
Dictionaries 

►Read: Manual, pp. 17-93, esp, pp. 60ff on 
dictionaries. 

 

 11 Th Morohashi’s 
Dictionary 

►Read: Course material on Morohashi’s 
Dictionary 

Homework: Calligraphy 

 16 T Citation ►Turabian, pp.133-59 and 216-26. 
► Complete: Library Introduction to Plagiarism 

 

 18 Th MIDTERM 
EXAMINATION  

  

 23 T Annotated 
Bibliographies 

►Read packet on writing an annotated 
bibliography 

 

 25 Th Structuring a paper 
(putting everything 
together) 

►Read Library reading on research papers 
►Read Turabian, pp.5-61. 

Homework: Citation and 
Plagiarism 

Oct. 30 T Eras ►Read: Manual, pp.170-97. 
►Review course materials on eras 
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Nov. 1 Th Chronology; telling 
time 

►Read: Manual, pp.198-219. 
►Look at Dates in East Asian History and A 
Practical Guide to East Asian date conversion 

 

 6 T Units of 
Measure/Statistics 

►Read: Manual, pp.220-53. 
►Read: Course Materials on Units of Measure 

Homework: Dates and 
Time 

 8 Th Biographical 
Resources 

►Read: Course material on Names 
►Read: Manual, pp.94-105 and 124-28. 

 

 13 T Historical 
Resources—Ranks 

►Read: Course Materials on Rank 
►Read: Manual, pp.522-31. 

Homework: Units of 
Measure and Who’s 
Who? 

 15 Th Historical 
Resources: Part 1 

►Read: Course materials on Historical Research 
►Read:  Manual, pp. 1-14 and 495-515. 

 

 20 T Historical 
Resources: Part 2 

►Read: Course Materials  

 22 Th HOLIDAY   
 27 T Geographical 

Resources 
►Read: Course Materials on Geography 
►Read: Manual, pp.131-69. 

 
 

 29 Th Literature 
Resources 

►Manual, pp.261-81 and 593-609. Homework: Historical 
Resources and 
Geography 

Dec. 4 T Religion Resources ►Read: Course Materials on Religion 
►Read: Manual, pp.567-92. 

ANNOTATED 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
DUE 

 6 Th Philosophy 
Resources 

►Read: Course Materials on Philosophy 
►Read: Manual, pp.613-16. 
 

 

 11 T Course Wrap-up  Homework: Literature, 
Religion, and 
Philosophy 

 
FINAL EXAMINATION: TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. in HU-132 
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EAC 301: Advanced Chinese 1 

高级汉语 

Fall, 2010 
 

 

Class time: 1:15-2:35, T and TH  

Classroom: LC 14  

Instructor: James M. Hargett (Hé Zhān 何瞻)  

Office: HUM 254C  

Tel: (518)-442-4233  

Email: James.Hargett@gmail.com  

Office hours:  T and TH, 2:45-3:45 or by appointment 
 

课程简介 Course Description: This course is designed for students who have completed  

EAC 202 or its equivalent. The purpose of the class is to enhance student skills in four areas of 

modern Chinese: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. This will be accomplished through 

intensive study of various multimedia materials, all of which concern topics related to 

contemporary Chinese culture and society.  
 

必读课本 Required textbook: Honggang Jin, Debao Xu, James M. Hargett, China Scene: An 

Advanced Chinese Multimedia Course (Boston: Cheng & Tsui, 2000). This text is only available at 

Mary Jane Books, 215 Western Ave. (corner of Quail St.), 465-2238. Copies of China Scene have 

not been ordered at the UAlbany Barnes and Noble Bookstore. FYI: We will be using China Scene 

again during the 2011 spring semester.  

 

补充资料 Recommended supplementary materials: It is strongly recommended that you 

purchase the China Scene DVD, which presents the original television news reports featured in the 

textbook. This will help you to draw a crucial and useful link between the written reports (or 

lessons) in China Scene and how they appeared in real-life situations (that is, on television). You 

must order the China Scene DVD from the publisher (Cheng and Tsui Company). To order, go to 

http://www.cheng-tsui.com or call Cheng and Tsui at 1-800-554-1963. The ISBN number for the 

China Scene DVD is: 0887273335. 

  

简化字和繁体字 Simplified-form Chinese characters vs. traditional-form characters: Almost 

all of the written material that appears in China Scene is presented in both simplified- and 

traditional-form characters. It is your choice as to which form you prefer to study and learn. In 

written assignments you may use either form, but do NOT mix the two. 

 

打分规则 Grading: Your final grade in the course will be determined as follows:  

Attendance & performance 20%; Character quizzes 10%; Homeworks (approximately 5) 20%; 

Written assignments (5) 10%; Exams (2) 30%; and the final Exam 10%. 

 

出席与补考 Attendance and makeups: Students are expected to attend all classes. Attendance 

will be taken at the start of each class. Two absences are allowed during the semester. An 
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additional class cut beyond two absences will result in a “plus”/”minus”reduction in the final grade. 

In other words, if you cut three classes over the course of the semester and earn a "B" in the course, 

your final grade will be B-; four class cuts would get you a C+, and so on. Makeups for missed 

exams and quizzes will be given only if the absence was due to a documented medical (this 

means you must have a signed note from an MD saying you were physically unable to attend 

class) or documented personal emergency. If possible, consult with Hé Lăoshī before the absence. 

Late homework assignments will be corrected but you will receive no credit (there are no 

exceptions to this rule). 

 

预习和工作量 Class preparation and workload: 

 Students are expected to be fully prepared for each class meeting. This means you must read 

carefully through the assigned material and be fully ready to read aloud and discuss the 

contents of the lesson during our class meeting. To do this well you must be familiar with 

the new sentence patterns and new vocabulary before class. 

 You must keep up on your Chinese characters. Over the course of the semester there will be 

five, unannounced character quizzes. 

 At the start of each class there will be a brief review of the material covered during the 

previous class. All students must be prepared (with books closed) to summarize the material 

covered in the previous class.  

 Two exams are planned for the semester, each covering two lessons (1 and 2; 3 and 5). 

 The final exam will be comprehensive, but will concentrate on Lesson 9. 

 There will be one written homework for each lesson. 

 In addition to the homeworks, over the course of the semester there will be five additional 

written assignments. 
 

课堂规范 Classroom etiquette:  Here are the rules: (1) attendance will be taken at the start of each 

class; if you arrive late and miss the roll call, you will be marked absent; (2) all students must bring 

a copy of the textbook (China Scene) to class; ; if you come to class without the textbook, you will 

be asked to leave; (3) no eating or drinking in class at anytime; (4) no hats or feet on the chairs; (5) 

cell phones must be turned off; (6) absolutely no preparation for other courses, exams, quizzes, etc. 

during our class meetings. 

  

学术道德 Academic integrity: The discovery of any cheating (including plagiarism or shared 

work of any kind) on an exam, quiz, homework, or any other assignment will result in (1) 

immediate expulsion from the course with a failing grade; and (2) a report to appropriate UAlbany 

officials.  

  

How to do well in this course: (1) always speak Chinese in class; (2) attend class regularly and 

arrive on time; (3) actively participate in classroom activities (this means raise your hand and 

volunteer to answer questions); (4) buy the China Scene DVD and work daily on improving your 

listening comprehension and speaking; (5) submit all assignments on time. 

  

How to get a low grade in this course: (1) speak English in class; (2) consistently show up late for 

class; (3) come to class without your textbook; (4) cut class a lot; (5) never participate in class 

activities. 
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Class Schedule 
 

Abbreviations: D = Dialog (课文); V = Vocabulary (生词); SS = Sentence Structures (句型); E = 

Exercises (练习); HW (作业; to be handed in); P = Practice (语言实践); WA = Written assignment 

(写作文) 

 

TU 31 Aug:  Course introduction; Introduction to Lesson 1 vocabulary  

TH 2 Sept:  Lesson 1: 单亲家庭 

D #1: D, V, SS (as you prepare the dialogue, go over the vocabulary and sentence 

structures) 

TU 7 Sept: D #2: D, V, SS 

TH 9 Sept: No class (Rosh Hashanah) 

TU 14 Sept: E: 1 (p. 17; have translations ready!); 4 (p. 18), E: 5 (p. 18) 

TH 16 Sept: HW: 7 (p. 19; due to be handed in today!); WA: In an essay of about 100 Chinese 

characters, decipher and explain illustration #3 on p. 21; E: 6 (p. 18-19; be sure 

prepare answers for the questions on these reading passages); P: 1 (p. 20); 3 (p. 20). 

TU 21 Sept: Lesson 2: 領養女嬰 

TH 23 Sept:  D #1: D, V, SS 

TU 28 Sept: D #2: D, V, SS 

TH 30 Sept: E: 1 (p. 38; have translations ready!); 3 (p. 38); 4 (p. 39); 5 (p. 39).  

TU 5 Oct: HW: 6 (pp. 39-40); E: 4 (p. 39); 5 (p. 39); P: 1 (p. 41); 3 (p. 41). 

TH 7 Oct: WA: In an essay of about 100 Chinese characters, decipher and explain illustration 

#3 on p. 42; Review of Lessons 1 and 2.  

TU 12 Oct: Exam: Lessons 1 and 2. 

TH 14 Oct: Lesson 3: 私营企业 

D #1 and #2: D, V, SS 

TU 19 Oct: D #3 (the TV original; first half): D, V, SS 

TH 21 Oct: D #3 (second half): D, V, SS 

TU 26 Oct: E: 1 (p. 61); 3 (pp. 61-62); 4 (p. 62); 5 (p. 62). 

TH 28 Oct: HW: 6 (p. 63); P: 1 (p. 64); 3 (p. 64); WA #2: In an essay of about    

  100 Chinese characters, decipher and explain illustration #4 on p. 65). 

 

*Note: We are skipping Lesson 4 and moving on to Lesson 5. 

 

TU 2 Nov: Lesson 5: 独生男女文化 

D #1 and #2: D, V, SS 

TH 4 Nov: D #3 (TV original): D, V, SS 

TU 9 Nov: E: 1 (p. 105); 3 (p. 105); 4 (106); 5 (p. 106). 

TH 11 Nov: HW: 6 (p. 107); WA: In an essay of about 150 Chinese characters, decipher and 

explain illustration #5 on p. 109; P: 1 (p. 108); 3 (p. 108); Review of D #3 (TV 

original) 

TU 16 Nov: Exam on Lessons 3 and 5. 

 

*Note: We are skipping Lessons 6, 7, and 8 and moving on to Lesson 9. 
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TH 18 Nov: Lesson 9: 最后的归宿 

  D #1 and #2: D, V, SS 

TU 23 Nov: D #3 (TV original): D, V, SS 

TH 25 Nov: No class (Thanksgiving) 

TU 30 Nov: E: 1 (p. 193); 3 (p. 194); 4 (p. 194); 5 (pp. 194-95). 

TH 2 Dec: HW: 6 (p. 195); WA: In an essay of about 150 Chinese characters, decipher and 

explain illustration #2 on p. 197; P: 1 (p. 196); 3 (p. 196). 

TU 7 Dec: Review: Lesson 9 

 

 

Final exam: Friday, 17 December 2007, 8:00-10:00 AM (yes, morning!), LC 14 

The final exam will cover all the material studied this semester, but will focus on  

  Lesson 9 
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EAC 302: Advanced Chinese 2 
高级汉语 

Spring, 2012 
(Class #1888) 

 
 
Class time: 2:45-4:05 PM, M and W 
Classroom: Humanities 111 
Instructor: James M. Hargett (Hé Zhān 何瞻) 
Office: Humanities 254C 
Tel: (518)-442-4233 
Email: James.Hargett@gmail.com 
Office hours: M and W, 2:00-2:45 or by appointment 
 
课程简介 Course Description: This course is designed for students who have completed EAC 
301 or its equivalent. The purpose of the class is to enhance student skills in four areas of 
modern Chinese: listening, speaking, reading and writing. This will be accomplished 
through intensive study of various materials concerning topics related to contemporary 
culture and society. As a Gen Ed Oral Discourse course, active oral participation is an important 
component and requirement of the class. 
 

必读课本 Required textbook: All Things Considered (事事关心): Advanced Reader of Modern 
Chinese, edited by Chih-p’ing Chou et al. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2011. ISBN 
9780691153100 (paperback). Make sure you buy the 2011 edition of All Things Considered. 
 
打分规则 Grading: Your final grade in the course will be determined as follows: 
Preparation and in-class oral performance (20%); Writing Assignments (20%); Homeworks 
(20%); Exams (20%); Final Exam (20%). 
 
补考 Makeups:  
Makeups for missed homeworks, exams, and quizzes will only be given when documentation is 
provided to the instructor by the Dean of Undergraduate Studies. Late homework assignments 
will be corrected but you will receive no credit (there are no exceptions to this rule). 
 

预习和工作量 Class preparation and workload: 
Students are expected to be fully prepared for each class meeting. This means you must read 
carefully through the assigned material and be fully ready to read aloud and discuss the 
contents of the lesson during our class meeting. To do this well you must be familiar with 
the new sentence patterns and new vocabulary before class. 
At the start of each class there will usually be a brief review of the material covered during the 
previous class. All students must be prepared (with books closed) to summarize the material 
covered in the previous class. 
There will be one, written homework for each lesson covered in All Things Considered. 
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In addition to the homeworks, over the course of the semester each student will write five 
compositions on topics assigned by the instructor. 
 
课堂规范 Classroom etiquette: Here are the rules: (1) all students must bring a copy of the 
textbook (All Things Considered) to every class meeting; ; if you come to class without the 
textbook, you will be asked to leave; (2) no eating in class at anytime (do not bring your lunch!); 
(3) no hats or feet on the chairs; (4) cell phones must be turned off; (5) absolutely no preparation 
for other courses, exams, quizzes, etc. during our class meetings. 
 

学术道德 Academic integrity: The discovery of any cheating (including plagiarism or shared 
work of any kind) on an exam, quiz, homework, or any other assignment will result in (1) 
immediate expulsion from the course with a failing grade; and (2) a report to appropriate 
UAlbany officials. 
 
How to do well in this course: (1) always speak Chinese in class; (2) attend class regularly and 
arrive on time; (3) actively participate in classroom activities (this means raise your hand and 
volunteer to answer questions); (4) work daily on improving your oral and written 
communication skills in modern Chinese; (5) submit all assignments on time. 
 
How to get a low grade in this course: (1) speak English in class; (2) consistently show up late 
for class; (3) come to class without your textbook; (4) cut class a lot; (5) never participate in 
class activities. 

 
Characteristics of all General Education Courses 
1. General Education courses offer introductions to the central topics of disciplines and 
interdisciplinary fields. 
2. General Education courses offer explicit rather than tacit understandings of the procedures, 
practices, methodology and fundamental assumptions of disciplines and interdisciplinary fields. 
3. General Education courses recognize multiple perspectives on the subject matter. 
4. General Education courses emphasize active learning in an engaged environment that enables 
students to be producers as well as consumers of knowledge. 
5. General Education courses promote critical inquiry into the assumptions, goals, and methods 
of various fields of academic study; they aim to develop the interpretive, analytic, and evaluative 
competencies characteristic of critical thinking. 
 
Learning Objectives for General Education Oral Discourse Courses 
Approved courses provide opportunities for students to develop the oral communication skills 
they need to participate more effectively in public and academic debates and discussions. 
Courses offer opportunities to participate in a variety of communication contexts and to reflect 
on the principles of theory relevant to specific oral communication activities. Approved courses 
include instruction on presentation as well as feedback and evaluation of oral performances. 
Approved courses generally have a minimum of two exercises in which oral performance 
is required and graded. An oral performance exercise can be accomplished in any of the 
following activities, either live or in a crafted recording: 
 
1. A stand-up monologue presentation or a minimum of 3-5 minutes. 
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2. A debate where each participant speaks for a minimum of 3-5 minutes. 
3. A question and answer dialogic process where the student fields a succession of questions or 
asks a succession of questions that build on and comment on prior answers. 
4. A discussion within a group, where each member will be required to make 3-5 “paragraph-
length” contributions in the course of the discussion. 

 
Class Schedule 
 
1/18 (W):  刚到北京, pp. 2-7 (you should always go through all the 词语例句 and 练习 that 

follow the master vocabulary list for each lesson). 
1/23 (M): 旗袍和筷子, 40-44. 
1/25 (W): 我不给乞丐钱, 74-78; 总统有了女朋友, 118-22. Composition #1 due. 
1/30 (M): 浙江“好学生杀母事件”引起社会各界反思, 178-85.  
2/1 (W): 故意杀母案作出一审判决, 194-97. Homework #1 due. 
2/6 (M): Review. 
2/8 (W): Exam #1. 
2/13 (M): 中国大学生对性的态度, 200-03. 
2/15 (W): 老夫少妻为何增多?, 258-61. Composition #2 due. 
2/20 (M): 产品质量与社会道德, 268-70; 餐桌上的文明与野蛮, 276-80. Homework #2 

due. 
2/22 (W): Review. 
2/27 (M): Exam #2. 
2/29 (W): Oral Presentations, Round 1. 
3/5 (M): Oral Presentations (continued). Composition #3 due. 
3/7 (W): 杭州街头设置安全套自售机引起争议, 286-89. 
3/12 (M): No class: Spring Break. 
3/14 (W): No class: Spring Break 
3/19 (M): 男人有没有生育权?, 296-99. 
3/21 (W): 中国要控制吸烟率上升趋势, 332-35. Composition #4 due. 
3/26 (M): 中国强烈谴责分裂中国的议案, 342-45. Homework #3 due. 
3/28 (W): Review 
4/2 (M): Exam #3. 
4/4 (W): 中国人口结构发生转变, 350-53. 
4/9 (M): No class (4/8 is Easter) 
4/11 (W): 中国对核裁军的立场, 360-63. Composition #5 due.  
4/16 (M): Supplementary Reading #1 (the various supplementary readings will be 

distributed in class by the instructor) 
4/18 (W): Supplementary Reading #2 
4/23 (M): Supplementary Reading #3 
4/25 (W): Supplementary Reading #4 
4/30 (M): Oral Presentations, Round 2. 
5/2 (W): Oral Presentations (continued). 
5/7 (M): Assignment to be announced. 
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Final Exam: Thursday May 10, 2012, 3:30-5:30 PM (in our usual classroom, HUM 111). 
Please do not ask to take the final exam early. Everyone must take the exam on 10 May. 
 

12202011 
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A EAC 310 (9506) 
Classical Chinese I 
TTH 4:15-5:35 
HU-108 
Professor Charles  Hartman 
HU-245 (Office Hours: TT 3-4) 
Hartman@albany.edu 
 

Classical Chinese I -- Syllabus 
 
 
 Classical Chinese, sometimes called 文言文 (the elegant language), 古文 (the old 
language) or 古代漢語 (ancient Chinese), is the written language of pre-modern China. 
The purpose of this course is to introduce and master the fundamental grammar of this 
language and to read short, but original texts, from different periods and genres of 
classical Chinese. These will include the 論語 (Analects), 孟子 (Mencius), 莊子 
(Zhuangzi), 陶淵明 (Tao Yuanming, 365-427), 韓愚 (Han Yu, 768-824), 柳宗元( Liu 
Zongyuan, 773-819) 歐陽修 (Ouyang Xiu, 1007-1072) ), and 王安石 (Wang Anshi, 
1021-1086).   A secondary goal of this course is to understand the cultural background of 
these writings and to introduce the major reference works and methods that scholars use 
to research works written in Classical Chinese. 
 
Textbook:  The primary textbook is John C. Wang, et al., Classical Chinese Primer 古文
入門. Hong Kong: The Chinese University of Hong Kong Press, 2007. The workbook, 
Sue-mei Wu 吳素美, Classical Chinese Primer. Workbook. Hong Kong: The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong Press, 2007, is also required. ISBN: 978-962-996-286-9 (the 
set). The instructor may supplement this textbook with other readings that will be 
distributed in class.  
 
A course reader has been prepared and is available at Mary Jane’s Bookstore, corner of 
Western and Quail. Buy the reader and have it in class by Jan. 24. The reader combines 
the textbook and auxiliary materials.  
 
Dictionaries: Although the textbook provides glosses for all readings, the student is 
urged to acquire and use a Chinese-English or Chinese-Chinese dictionary appropriate for 
Classical Chinese material. Recommended is: 
 
Liang Shih-chiu 梁實秋, ed., 最新實用漢英辭典 (The New Practical Chinese-English 
Dictionary). Taipei: The Far East Book Company, 1971. There are many reprints. The 
book can be easily purchased on Amazon.com.  
 
Reference Grammars: The grammatical explanations in the textbook present only the 
basic rudiments of Classical Chinese grammar. For additional study, the following works 
are recommended: 
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Edwin G. Pulleyblank. Outline of Classical Chinese Grammar. Vancouver: UBC Press, 
1995. A fundamental reference grammar based largely on examples from the Zhou 
dynasty classics.  
 
王力. 古代漢語. 3 vols. 北京: 中華書局, 1962. For several generations, a textbook 
widely used in college courses in China. In addition to annotated selections from both 
prose and  poetry through Yuan dynasty, the book also contains extensive discussions of 
individual graphs, essays on the historical development of the language, and material on 
prosody.   
 
古代汉语虚词词典. 北京：商务印书馆, 2000. The use of “empty words” or “particles” 
is the essence of Classical Chinese grammar. There are many “particle dictionaries.” This 
one is extensive, easy to use, and well-designed, with examples drawn from a wide range 
of periods and genres.  
 
Class organization and grading: In class, we will read and discuss the assigned 
passages from the textbook and homework. A detailed schedule is below. Class 
attendance is mandatory, since each student will take a turn presenting and explicating a 
sentence from the reading. Therefore, class attendance and these presentations will 
account for 1/4 of the grade. One missed class will result in a deduction of one point from 
the total 25 points possible for attendance and presentation. Homework will account for 
1/4 of the grade. The mid-term counts for 1/4 (March 6); and the final (Thursday, May 10, 
10:30 in HU-108) counts for 1/4.  
 
 
Date    Lesson    Homework 
 
1/19    Introduction, B 1-3 
1/24    F 1, #1A (1-7), B 4 
1/26    F 2 #1B,C (9-12), B5  #1A 
1/31    F 3, #1D (17-21), B6  #1B,C 
2/2    F 4, #2A,B (23-30), B7-9 #1D 
2/7    F 5, #2C (31-35), B 10 #2A,B 
2/9    #2D (37-39), B 11  #2C 
2/14    #3 (41-51), B 12  #2D 
2/16    #4 (54-59), B 13  #3 
2/21    #5 (61-67), B 14  #4 
2/23    #6 (69-73), B 15  #5 
2/28    #7 (75-78), B 16  #6 
3/1    #8 (80-82). B 17  #7 
3/6    Mid-term Exam 
3/20    #9 (83-89), B 18  #8 
3/22    #10 (91-97), B 19  #9 
3/27    #12-13 (103-111), B 20 #10 
3/29    #14 (114-119), B 21  #12-13 
4/3    #15 (121-125), B 22  #14 
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4/5    #29 (221-226), B 23   #15 
4/10    #29 continued, B 24 
4/12    #30 (227-234), B 25 
4/17    #30 continued, B 26 
4/19    #32 (241-244), B 27 
4/24    #33 (245-252), B 28 
4/26    #34 (253-257), B 29-30 
5/1,3,8    B 31-43 
 
Final: Thursday, May 10, 10:30, HU-108. 
 
 
 
F = the first five lesions in the Front of the course reader 
 
# = the lesions in the middle of the course reader (with the funny pictures)  
 
B = the 42 lesions in the Back of the course reader 
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EAC 389 
 

Readings in Traditional Chinese Travel Literature 
Spring 2009 

Course #8063 
 

COURSE INTRODUCTION AND SYLLABUS 
 
Meeting 
Time/Place: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays,11:45-1:05 PM, Humanities 111 

Instructor: Jim Hargett; Office: HUM 254C, 442-4233 
E-mail: Jim_Harget@yahoo.com 

Office Hours: Hargett: TUES & THUR, 10:15-11:15 AM (or by appointment)  
Required 
Texts: 

Inscribed Landscapes: Travel Writing in Imperial China, by Richard E. 
Strassberg (ISBN 0520085809). 
 
Stairway to Heaven: A Journey to the Summit of Mount Emei, by James 
M. Hargett (ISBN 978-0-79146682-7) 
 
Note: These required texts are only available at Mary Jane Books, 215 
Western Avenue, 465-2238. They have not been ordered through the 
Barnes and Noble Bookstore on campus. 

 

Course Description and Introduction: This course deals specifically with a genre of prose 
writing  popular in traditional China that modern critics call "travel records" (youji 游記) or 
"travel record literature" (youji wenxue 游記文學). We will read and critically analyze travel 
writings from the early centuries of the CE until the nineteenth.  Most of our readings will date 
from the Tang (618-907) and Song (960-1279) periods, for it was during these dynasties that 
travel literature flourished in China for the first time. These works are valuable because they are 
based on first-hand observation and provide abundant material for understanding the attitudes of 
Chinese writers towards place, literature, art, history, society, politics, religion, folklore, and 
much more. All readings for the class are in English, and drawn mainly from Strassberg's 
Inscribed Landscapes. 

Class Format: Readings are assigned for each class meeting. Students are expected to complete 
these readings before class. The reading assignments will be discussed in class, and students are 
expected to participate in these discussions.  
 
Prerequisites: Students in the class are expected to have some general knowledge of East Asian 
geography, history, and culture. 
 
Grading: Your final grade will be determined by (1) your individual contributions to class 
discussions (20%); (2) your grades on the unannounced quizzes on the readings (10%); (3) your 
grade on the mid-term exam (20%); (4) your grade on the final exam (25%); and (5) your grade 
on the research paper (25%).The Research Paper: Each student in the class will prepare a 
research paper, at least 12 pages in length (12 point type, double-spaced, one-inch margins all 
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around), not including the Bibliography, on a subject related to traditional Chinese travel 
literature. The topic of the research paper must be approved in advance by the instructor. 
 
Attendance and Makeups: Students are expected to attend all classes. Attendance will be taken 
at the start of each class. If you are late and miss the roll call, you will be marked absent. Two 
absences are allowed. An additional class cut beyond the allotted two absences will result in a 
"plus"/"minus" reduction in the final grade. In other words, if you cut three classes and earn a 
"B" in the course, your final grade will be reduced to B-; four class cuts would get you a C+, and 
so on. Makeups for missed exams will be given only if the absence was due to a documented 
medical or personal emergency, which must be verified by the Office of the Dean of 
Undergraduate Studies. 
 
Academic Integrity: The discovery of any cheating (including plagiarism or shared work of any 
kind) on an exam or written assignment will result in (1) immediate expulsion from the course 
with a failing grade; and (2) a report to appropriate SUNY officials. Appeals may be made 
through appropriate channels. Note: copying and submitting material(s) from the World Wide 
Web without citation is plagiarism!!! 
 
How to do well in this course: (1) carefully read and prepare assignments before class; (2) 
attend class regularly and take detailed notes; (3) actively participate in classroom discussions 
(participation is essential in this class); and (4) always bring a copy of the day's reading 
assignment to class. 
 
How to do poorly in this class: (1) miss lots of classes; (2) often arrive late for class; (3) never 
participate in class discussions; (4) wait until the last minute to start preparing the research paper. 
 
No food: please do not bring any food or drinks to class (water in okay). 

 
CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 
 
Abbreviations Used in the Class Schedule and Assignments: 
Strassberg = Inscribed Landscapes: Travel Writing in Imperial China, by Richard E. Strassberg. 
Hargett = Stairway to Heaven: A Journey to the Summit of Mount Emei, by James M. Hargett 
 
Thur. 22 Jan: Introductory 
 
Tues.  27 Jan: Read: Strassberg, 1-56 (Introduction, The Rise of Travel Writing). 
Thur. 29 Jan: Read: Strassberg, 63-76. 
 
Tues. 3 Feb: Read: Strassberg, 77-90; 97-102. 
Thur. 5 Feb: Read: Strassberg, 115-119; 127-131; 133-149.  
 
Tues. 10 Feb: Read: Strassberg, 161-167; 173-77; 183-194.  
Thur. 12 Feb: Read: Strassberg, 205-212; Hargett, 1-19. 
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Tues. 17 Feb: No class (Winter Break/President’s Day) 
Thur. 19 Feb: No class (Winter Break/President’s Day) 
 
Tues. 24 Feb: Read: Hargett, 21-88. 
Thur. 26 Feb: Read: Hargett, 89-135. 
 
Tues. 3 Mar: Read: Hargett, 137-164.  
Thur.  5 Mar: Read: Hargett, 165-198. 
 
Tues. 10 Mar: Read: Strassberg, 303-312; Research paper topic and description (one typed 

page) due today.  
Thur. 12 Mar: Midterm examination. 
 
Tues. 17 Mar: Read: Strassberg, 317-334. 
Thur.  19 Mar: Read: Strassberg, 335-351. 
 
Tues. 24 Mar: Read: Strassberg, 353-360; 373-388. 
Thur.  26 Mar: Read: Strassberg, 389-397; Research paper bibliography due today.  
 
Tues. 31 Mar: Read: Strassberg, 403-412.  
Thur.  2 Apr: Read: Strassberg, 413-422. 
 
Tues. 7 Apr: Assignment to be announced. 
Thur. 9 Apr: No class (Spring Break) 
 
Tues. 14 Apr: Research paper draft due today. 
Thur.  16 Apr: Research paper consultations with the instructor (format to be announced in class) 
 
Tues. 21 Apr: Research paper consultations with the instructor (format to be announced in class) 
Thur. 23 Apr: Research paper due. Please deliver your research paper to my office, Humanities 
  254C. I must have it, in hand, by 1:05 PM. Late papers will not be accepted. 
 
Tues. 28 Apr: Oral presentations of papers (session 1). 
Thur.  30 Apr: Oral presentations of papers (session 2). 
 
Tues. 5 May: Assignment to be announced. 
 
Final examination: Wednesday, May 13, 2009, 8:00-10:00 AM (morning!), Humanities 111. 
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EAC432/THR432 (#7822): Readings in Chinese Drama 

Spring 2013 

Th&Th 5:45-7:05 

HU-108 
Instructor: Dr. Fan Pen Chen 

Office: Humanities 246 

Office Hours: Tu 12:00-1:00; Th 1:00-2:00; and by appointment 

Phone: 518-442-2600 

E-mail: fanchen@albany.edu 
 
Objectives of the course: 
 
     The goal of this course is to gain an appreciation for traditional Chinese theatre 
through a close reading of selected plays in translation. After some introductory lectures 
on the history and aesthetics of the Chinese theatre, this course will concentrate on 
reading and discussing pieces of Yuan Zaju Drama, Ming Chuanqi Drama, 
Peking/Beijing Opera, and Chinese Shadow Plays. Knowledge of the Chinese language is 
not necessary. Prerequisites: Any 200 level course from either the Department of East 
Asian Studies (other than 200 level language courses) or the Theater Department; or 
permission from the instructor.  
 
Required textbooks:  
 

Birch, Cyril tr., The Peony Pavilion. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002 

(for The Peony Pavilion; required). 
Fan Pen Chen tr., Visions for the Masses; Chinese Shadow Plays from Shaanxi 

and Shanxi. Ithaca: Cornell East Asia Series, 2004 (for shadow plays; 
optional) 

ERes for the Yuan zaju plays, “Introduction to Yuan Plays,” “The Soul of Ch’ien-

nü Leaves Her Body” and “The Injustice Done to Tou Ngo”; the shadow play, 

“The Yellow River Magic Formation”; and the Peking/Beijing Opera, 

“Hegemon King Says Farewell to his Queen.” Plays from my book. (You are 

responsible for printing them out if you don’t have the books).  Password for 

ERes: eac432s13  
 

Class format: 
 
     Aside from introductory lectures on the history and aesthetics of Chinese theatre, the 
class will read and discuss assigned plays. Preparation and class participation are 
important parts of the course. Students are required to bring 5 questions to class on each 
of the readings. 

Grading:   

     The final grade will consist of a take-home mid-term exam (25%), final exam (25%), 

class attendance, preparation (including preparing questions), and participation in class 

discussions (30%), and a presentation (20%). This course is A-E graded. Numerical 

scores will be converted to course grades according to the following scale: 93-100%=A; 

49

mailto:fanchen@albany.edu


2 

 

90-92%=A-; 87-89%=B+; 83-86%=B; 80-82%=B-; 77-79%=C+; 73-76%=C; 70-

72%=C-; 67-69%=D+; 63-66%=D; 60-62%=D-; 0-59%=E. 

Presentation: 

 

      The aims of the presentation are at once creative and analytical. Students will work in 

small groups to recreate a traditional Chinese play for the modern audience. The students 

doing the presentation will first describe the original play and then tell the class what 

they’ve decided to keep and why (the universality of the theme; the exotic flavor of 

certain aspects of the original rendered; humor; depth of feeling; interest; etc.), and what 

they’ve decided to change and why (incongruence with modern sensibilities or tastes; 

improvement on the way the original playwright developed the theme; length; etc.). The 

students will then perform the rewritten play. Aside from performing together, the 

students are required to hand in a note indicating which students were responsible for 

which aspects of their presentation.   

 

****************************************************** 

CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

DATE TOPIC ASSIGNMENT 

   

1/24 (Th) Course introduction  

1/29 (Tu) History of Chinese drama  

1/31 (Th) Aesthetics of Chinese drama Intro to Yuan Drama (ERES) 

2/5 (Tu) Yuan Drama: “The Soul of 

Ch’ien-nü (Qiannü) Leaves Her 

Body” 

Wedge-Act IV (ERES) 

2/7 (Th) Yuan Drama: “The Soul of 

Ch’ien-nü Leaves Her Body” 

Continued 

2/12 (Tu) Yuan Drama: “The Injustice Done 

to Tou Ngo (Dou E)” 

Wedge-Act IV (ERES) 

2/14 (Th) Yuan Drama: “The Injustice Done 

to Tou Ngo” 

Continued 

2/19 (Tu) Intro to Chinese shadow theatre  

2/21 (Th) Shadow Play: “The Yellow River 

Magic Formation” 

Intro and Scenes I-XI (ERES) 

2/26 (Tu) Shadow Play: “The Yellow River 

Magic Formation” 

Continued 

2/28 (Th) Beijing Opera: “Hegemon King 

Says Farewell to His Queen” 

Scenes I-IX (ERES) 

3/5 (Tu) Beijing Opera: “Hegemon King 

Says Farewell to His Queen” 

Continued 

3/7 (Th) Intro to The Peony Pavilion  

3/12 (Tu) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

Sc.1-7 (Sc.l; Sc.3; Sc.7) (Book) 
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3/14 (Th) Meeting Re Presentations  

3/19 (Tu) NO CLASS  

3/21 (Th) NO CLASS  

3/26 (Tu) Midterm due. Ming Ch’uan-ch’i 

(Chuanqi): The Peony Pavilion 

Sc.8-10 (Sc.10) 

3/28 (Th) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

Sc.11-24 (Sc.12; Sc.24) 

4/2 (Tu) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

(Sc. 23) 

4/4 (Th) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

Sc.25-32 (Sc.28; Sc.32) 

4/9 (Tu) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

Sc.33-36 (Sc.35; Sc.36) 

4/11 (Th) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

Sc. 37-44 (Sc.38; Sc.41; Sc.44) 

4/16 (Tu) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

Sc.45-48 (Sc.47; Sc.48) 

4/18 (Th) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

Sc.49-53 (Sc.52; Sc.53)  

4/23 (Tu) Ming Ch’uan-ch’i (Chuanqi): The 

Peony Pavilion 

Sc.54-55 (Sc.54; Sc.55) 

4/25 (Th) Shadow Play: “Henpecked Zhang 

San” 

Pp.25-33 (Book/ERES) 

4/30 (Tu) Shadow Play: “Rotten-kid Dong 

Sells His Ma” 

Pp.34-45 (Book/ERES) 

5/2 (Th) Presentations  

5/7 (Tu) Presentations  

 

Take-home Final Exam due May 14. Please slip the exam under my 

office door (Hu-246) if I’m not there. Happy summer! 
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 EAC 398 (8882) / HIS 398 (8887) 

 Change in Medieval China 
 Spring 2009 

 

Meets TTh from 2:45-4:05 p.m. in Humanities 108 

 

Associate Professor Anthony DeBlasi 

Office: Humanities 210 

Phone: x2-5316 

E-mail: deblasi@albany.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30–2:00 p.m.; Thursday 4:15–5:30 p.m.; and by appointment. 

 

This is a seminar-style course that focuses on the dramatic changes that China underwent 

between the eighth and the fourteenth centuries. We will examine this transformation 

from several historical perspectives: political and economic history, social history, 

intellectual history, and cultural history in order to better understand China's shift from 

aristocratic to literati society. 

 

Texts available for purchase at the campus bookstore and Mary Jane books in 

downtown Albany: 
 

Ebrey, Patricia. Inner Quarters: Marriage and the Lives of Chinese Women. Berkeley: 

University of California Press. 1993. 

Gardner, Daniel. Learning to be a Sage: Selections from the Conversations of Master 

Chu Topically Arranged. Berkeley: University of California Press.  

Kieschnick, John. The Eminent Monk. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1997. 

 

ALL OTHER REQUIRED READINGS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE 

LIBRARY’S E-RES SYSTEM. 

 

Optional purchase 
For those who need a refresher on Chinese history, I have ordered a limited number of 

copies of:  

 

Roberts, J.A.G. A History of China. 2
nd

 ed. New York: Palgrave, 2006. 

 

Other assigned readings are available either on the Library’s E-Res system or on 

regular reserve. 
 

Requirements: 
Attendance is required at all lectures and discussions. 

Research Paper (10-12 pages)   30% 

Final Take-Home Examination  30% 

Seminar Reports    20% 

Attendance and Class Participation  20% 
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Prerequisite 
This course assumes that you have already had some exposure to the history of China and 

its main traditions. If this is not the case, I encourage you to purchase a copy of Robert’s 

A History of China. You should read (and understand) pp. 40-114 as early in the semester 

as possible. If you feel you need more background, please see me. 

 

Research Paper 
Each student will research and write a 10-12 page research paper on a topic relevant to 

medieval China. Before beginning, your proposal must be approved. We will devote time 

during the semester to learning the basic techniques for doing research on medieval 

Chinese history. 

 

Seminar Reports 
Each student will give three seminar reports on supplementary readings for assigned 

classes. Each student must submit TWO (2) of these seminar reports as a written two (2) 

page typewritten essay. The topics will be assigned in rotation and will require some 

outside research in the library or online. The oral reports will constitute part of your class 

participation grade and the written reports will be graded separately. 

 

Final Take-Home Examination 
There will be a take-home final examination due on the day of the course’s scheduled 

examination day.  

 

Class Participation 
Since this course is organized as an undergraduate seminar, it is absolutely imperative 

that students be committed to ACTIVE class participation. You will be expected to 

attend all classes (unless you have a legitimate and documented excuse), keep up with 

assigned readings, and participate frequently in class discussions. 

 

Grading policies: 
Please note the following policies: 

1. Letter grades are assigned according to the following scale: A=93-100, A-=90-92, 

B+=87-89, B=83-86, B-=80-82, C+=77-79, C=73-76, C-=70-72, D+=67-69, 

D=63-66, D-=60-62, E=less than 60. Please note that work never turned in counts 

as a zero (0). 

2. Late papers lose one grade step for each day late (thus a B+ that is two days late 

receives a B-). 

3. I do not give make-up exams unless you have an acceptable and documented excuse 

(for example, a medical excuse signed by a physician). 

4. I will not consider requests for incompletes without a clearly documented and 

acceptable reason. 

5. Plagiarism is using or purchasing the words or ideas of another and passing them off as 

one's own work.  If a student quotes someone in a formal paper, that student must 

use quotation marks and give a citation.  Paraphrased or borrowed ideas are to be 

identified by proper citations.  Plagiarism will result, at the minimum, in a zero (0) 

for the assignment. 
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Class Schedule: (Lectures are in bold) 

 

1/22 Th Course Orientation and Self-Introductions 

1/27 Tu The Medieval Background 

1/29 Th Then  The Political History of the Tang Dynasty 

2/3 Tu The Political History of the Song Dynasty 

 

W.T. deBary, ed., “The New Laws of Wang An-shih” in Sources of 

Chinese Tradition, pp.409-436. 

Ebrey, “Wang Anshi, Sima Guang, and the Emperor Shenzong,” in 

Chinese Civilization, pp.151-154. 

2/5 Th The Organization of Medieval Government 

 

Ebrey, ed., “Emperor Taizong on Effective Government” in Chinese 

Civilization: A Sourcebook, pp.112-115. 

2/10 Tu The Examination System 

 

Ebrey, ed., “The Examination System,” in Chinese Civilization, 

pp.128-131. 

John Chaffee, The Thorny Gates of Learning, pp.3-17 and 157-88. 

2/12 Th Researching Topics in Medieval Chinese History 

2/16-2/20  WINTER BREAK 

2/24 Tu Geopolitics in the Medieval East Asia 

 

Wang Gungwu, “The Rhetoric of a Lesser Empire: Early Sung 

Relations with its Neighbors,” in Rossabi, ed., China Among Equals, 

pp.47-65. 

2/26 Th Social Change in Medieval China 
 

Highly recommended: Robert Hymes, Statesmen and Gentlemen, 

pp.82-123. 

3/3 Tu Aristocratic Society: The Instructions of Yan Zhitui 

 

Teng, Ssu-yu, tr. The Family Instructions of the Yen Clan, pp.2-8, 16-

21, 52-84, 108-117, 128-130, 137-152. 

3/5 Th Literati Society: The Precepts of Yuan Cai 

 

Ebrey, tr., Precepts for Social Life, in Family and Property in Sung 

China, pp.177-197, 233-237, 261-277, 282-283, 306-321. 

3/10 Tu The Lives of Women in Medieval China 

 

Ebrey, Inner Quarters, pp. 1-113, 172-203, 217-249. 
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3/12 Th Tang and Song Law: Codes and Cases 

 

Wallace Johnson, tr. The Tang Code, pp.14-17, 61-89, and 112-118. 

Excerpts from McKnight and Liu, tr., The Enlightened Judgments, 

pp.1-5, 429-442, 465-467, and 476-482 (relevant notes on 543-549). 

3/17 Tu The Medieval Economy 

 

PAPER PROPOSALS DUE 

3/19 Th Urban Life and the International Trade 

3/24 Tu Medieval Technology 

 

Patricia Ebrey, The Inner Quarters, pp. 131-151. 

3/26 Th Medieval Technology Video 

3/31 Tu Varieties of Religion in Medieval China 

 

Valerie Hansen, Changing Gods in Medieval China, 1127-1276, 

pp.48-78. 

Excerpts from Hong Mai (Hung Mai): Hansen, Changing Gods, 

pp.171-175 and Ebrey, Chinese Civilization, pp.164-166. 

4/2 Th Religious Values in Buddhism 

 

Kieschnick, The Eminent Monk, pp.1-145. 

4/7 Tu Religious Taoism 

 

Ebrey, ed., “Book of Rewards and Punishments” and “Precepts for 

the Perfect Truth Daoist Sect” in Chinese Civilization, pp.142-150. 

4/9 Th SPRING BREAK 

4/14 Tu The Transformation of Chinese Philosophy 

 

Peter Bol, "This Culture of Ours:" Intellectual Transitions in T'ang 

and Sung China, pp.76-107. 

Tang and Song texts in translation to be determined. 

4/16 Th The Rise of the “Learning of the Way” 

 

RESEARCH PAPERS DUE. 

4/21 Tu The “Learning of the Way” in Song China 

 

Gardner, tr. Learning to be a Sage, pp.1-196. 

4/23 Th Tang Poetry: Theory and Practice 

 

Stephen Owen, Traditional Chinese Poetry and Poetics: Omen of the 

World, pp.12-53. 

Barnstone et al., Laughing Lost in the Mountains, pp.78-81 and 149. 

Graham, Poems of the Late T’ang, pp.39-50. 
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4/28 Tu Song Poetry: Theory and Practice 

 

Michael Fuller, The Road to East Slope, pp.1-8 and 78-118. 

Poems by Su Shih: Excerpts from Sunflower Splendor, pp.342-352. 

4/30 Th Medieval Chinese Painting 

 

Susan Bush and Hsio-yen Shih, Early Chinese Texts on Painting, 

pp.45-55, 191-196, 206-208, and 220. 

5/5 Tu Reading Medieval Poetry and Art 

 

Poems and paintings to be determined. 

5/11 M FINAL EXAMINATION DUE at 10:30 a.m. 
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EAC 399 (8665)
Confucius and Confucianism

Fall 2007

Meets TTh 4:15-5:35 p.m. in Humanities 019

Associate Professor Anthony DeBlasi
Office: Humanities 210
Phone: x2-5316
E-mail: deblasi@albany.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday 10:00-11:30 a.m.; Thursday 1:30-3:00 p.m.; and by appointment.

This course surveys the main texts and themes in the development of the Confucian tradition from its 
origins in China through its spread to Japan and Korea to its reemergence in contemporary East Asia. 
The emphasis is on the way that the tradition has responded to social conditions. Particular attention will 
be paid to the relationship between Confucian intellectuals and political power. The rivalry with other 
traditions (e.g., Taoism, Buddhism, Marxism, Liberalism, etc.) will also be considered.

Books for Purchase:
Berthrong, John. Transformations of the Confucian Way. Boulder: Westview Press, 1998.
Confucius. Analects, with Selections from Traditional Commentaries. Edward Slingerland, tr. 

Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing, 2003.
Mencius. Mencius. D.C. Lau, tr. Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1970.
Chu Hsi. Learning to Be a Sage. Daniel Gardiner, tr. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1990.

Other Required Readings:
Besides the above readings, other assigned readings are available on the University library’s E-Res
system. The password will be distributed during the first class.

Requirements:

Text Interpretation Paper (5-7 pages) 25%
Problem Analysis Paper (5-7 pages) 20%
Four Reflection Papers (1-2 pages each) 10%
Final Examination 25%
Class Participation 20%

CLASS PARTIPATION:
This course is a seminar. On most days, we will be engaged in careful discussion of important 
Confucian texts. Your participation in those discussions is a key component of your grade. It is 
important that you carefully read the material assigned for each day BEFORE that class. Because most 
of the texts deal with complicated philosophical issues, you should also allot sufficient time to read and 
digest the material.

FINAL EXAMINATION:
We will have one two-hour, cumulative final examination at the end of the semester. I will distribute a 
study guide prior to the examination to assist you in your preparation.

REFLECTION PAPERS:
Periodically during the semester, you will be asked to write one to two pages reflecting on a text that we 
have been discussing in class. Specific questions will be distributed in advance of when each paper is 
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due.

TEXT INTERPRETATION PAPER:
Each student is required to select a passage from the assigned reading and write a five to seven page 
essay explaining the meaning of the passage. The assignment requires that you address the historical 
context of the passage as well as refer to other texts from the assigned reading to explain it. I will 
distribute more detailed guidelines in advance of the due date.

PROBLEM ANALYSIS PAPER:
Each student will also write a five to seven page essay analyzing an ethical or political problem from a 
Confucian perspective. Detailed guidelines and a list of suggested problems will be distributed ahead of 
the due date.

Grading policies:
Please note the following policies:
1. Letter grades are assigned according to the following scale: A=93-100, A-=90-92, B+=87-89, B=83-

86, B-=80-82, C+=77-79, C=73-76, C-=70-72, D+=67-69, D=63-66, D-=60-62, E=less than 60. 
Please note that work never turned in counts as a zero (0).

2. Late papers lose one grade step for each day late. For example, a B+ that is two days late receives a 
B-.

3. I do not give make-up examinations or extensions unless you have an acceptable and documented 
excuse (for example, a medical excuse signed by a physician).

4. I will not consider requests for incompletes without a clearly documented and acceptable reason.
5. Plagiarism is using or purchasing the words or ideas of another and passing them off as one's own 

work. If a student quotes someone in a formal paper, that student must use quotation marks and 
give a citation. Paraphrased or borrowed ideas are to be identified by proper citations.
Plagiarism will result, at the minimum, in a failing grade for the assignment.

Schedule of Classes:

Date Day Topic Assignment
8/28 T Class Introduction and Historical 

Background
8/30 Th Confucius: The Analects Berthrong, pp.1-22.

Analects, Books One to Seven (1-77)
9/4 T Confucius: The Analects Analects, Books Eight to Thirteen 

(78-152)
9/6 Th Confucius: The Analects Analects, Books Thirteen to Twenty 

(153-235)
9/11 T The Classics: Book of Documents

(the Shujing)
Jame Legge, tr. Shoo King “Oath of 
Tang,” “The Injunctions of Gaotao,” 
“The Great Plan,” and the 
“Instructions of Yi”: pp. 68-75, 173-
76, 191-98, and 320-44. (ERES)

Reflection Paper #1 due.
9/13 Th HOLIDAY
9/18 T The Classics: Book of Changes (the 

Yijing)
Legge, tr. The I Ching, pp.57-63, 
107-108, 213-15, 233, 348-407. 
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(ERES)
9/20 Th The Classics: Book of Odes (the 

Shijing)
Legge, tr. She King, “Guanque,” 
“Northern Wind,” “Large Rats,” 
“The Call of the Deer,” “King Wen,” 
and “The Dark Bird”: pp. 1-5, 67-68, 
171-73, 245-47, 427-32, 636-38. 
(ERES)

Stephen Owen, Reading in Chinese 
Literary Thought, “The Great 
Preface,” pp.37-48. (ERES)

9/25 T The Classics: The Spring and 
Autumn Annals (the Chunqiu)

Legge, tr. The Ch’un Ts’ew with Tso
Chuen, pp.1-7, 188-96, and 833-35. 
(ERES)

Watson, tr. The Tso Chuan, pp.1-4 
and 45-49. (ERES)

9/27 Th The Classics: The Record of Rites
(the Liji)

Legge, tr. The Li Ki, pp.61-82 and 
449-79. (ERES)

Reflection Paper #2 due.
10/2 T Mencius Berthrong, pp.23-27.

Mencius, pp.3-75
10/4 Th Mencius Mencius, pp. 76-121.
10/9 T Mencius Mencius, pp. 122-67.
10/11 Th Xunzi Berthrong, pp.27-34.

Soource Book in Chinese Philosophy, 
pp115-35. (ERES)

Reflection Paper #3 due.
10/16 T Dong Zhongshu and Han 

Confucianism
Berthrong, pp.35-60.

Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, 
pp. 271-288. (ERES)

10/18 Th No Class
10/23 T No Class TEXT INTERPRETATION 

PAPER DUE in HU-210
10/25 Th Video: “Tu Wei-ming: A Confucian 

Life in America”
10/30 T The Great Learning and the 

Doctrine of the Mean
Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, 
pp. 84-94 and 95-114. (ERES)

11/1 Th Reviving the Pursuit of Sagehood in 
the Tang and Song Dynasties

Berthrong, pp.61-114

Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, 
pp. 450-80, 495-500, 518-526, and 
544-52. (ERES)

11/6 T Zhu Xi Learning to Be a Sage, pp.3-34 and 
85-127.
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11/8 Th Zhu Xi Learning to Be a Sage, pp.128-96.
11/13 T The School of the Mind: Wang 

Yangming I
Berthrong, pp.115-43.

Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, 
pp.654-667. (ERES)

Reflection paper #4 due.
11/15 Th Wang Yangming II Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, 

pp.667-691. (ERES)
11/20 T Confucianism and the World Berthrong, pp.144-73.

Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, 
pp.709-36. (ERES)

Lee, ed., Sourcebook of Korean 
Civilization, pp.117-118 and 613-33. 
(ERES)

Tsunoda, et al. Source of Japanese 
Tradition, pp.47-51, 346-48, 354-58, 
360-62, and 369-75. (ERES)

11/22 Th HOLIDAY
11/27 T The Third Wave Tu Wei-ming, “Selfhood and 

Otherness: The Father-Son 
Relationship in Confucian Thought,” 
in Confucian Thought: Selfhood as 
Creative Transformation, pp.113-
130. (ERES)

11/29 Th Confucianism and Chinese Culture: 
The Family

Walter H. Slote, “Psychocultural
Dynamics within the Confucian 
Family,” pp. 37-51 (ERES)

12/4 T Confucianism and Chinese Culture: 
Government and Politics

Wm. T. de Bary, The Trouble with 
Confucianism, pp.1-23. (ERES)

Henry Rosemont, “Two Loci of 
Authority: Autonomous Individuals 
and Related Persons,” pp.1-20. 
(ERES)

12/6 Th Discussion: Confucianism in the 
Twenty-first Century

PROBLEM ANALYSIS PAPER 
DUE.

Berthrong, pp.201-205.
12/12 W FINAL EXAMINATION: 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 a.m. in HU-019
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EAC 395 (9250) 
THE HISTORY AND CULTURE OF TRADITIONAL TIBET 

Fall 2011 
 

Tuesday and Thursday: 10:15-11:35AM in FA114 
 
Professor Charles Hartman 
 Office:  HU-245 
 Telephone: 442-4219 
 E-mail: hartman@albany.edu 
 Office Hours:  TTh12-1 and by appointment. 
 
This course will survey the salient aspects of the culture and history of the Tibetan region. 
Topics of particular interest will include the evolution of the Tibetan social and political 
structures, the importance of Tibet’s main religious traditions, and the distinctiveness of 
its artistic heritage (both visual and literary). Course materials will include primary 
sources in English translation, scholarly works, and visual images.  
 
Required Books: 
 
The following books are required in the course:  
 
Snellgrove, David and Hugh Richardson. A Cultural History of Tibet. 3rd ed. Boston: 

Shambhala. 1995. (Note that if you cannot acquire the 3rd edition, the earlier 
editions are also acceptable). 

 
Fisher, Robert E. Art of Tibet. London: Thames and Hudson, 1997.  
 
Recommended: 
 
David-Neel, Alexandra and Lama Yongden. The Superhuman Life of Gesar of Ling. 

Revised edition, 1959.  
 
Because two of these books are out-of-print, the bookstore does not stock them. However, 
they are relatively plentiful in the internet marketplace. The students are responsible for 
securing copies of all the required books and are expected to have them by the time 
assignments are due. Problems in acquiring the books should be brought to the attention 
of the instructors as soon as they become known. 
 
Below are listed some of the websites that might have copies. Please be aware that 
everyone is trying to purchase these books, so be prepared to shop around as some 
vendors may sell out their copies. The early birds will also get the best prices. 
 
www.amazon.com 
 
www.abebooks.com 
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www.addall.com 
 
www.alibris.com  
 
www.powells.com 
 
Additional Readings: 
 
Additional required readings indicated in the schedule below are available through the 
course electronic reserve (E-RES) page. The course password will be distributed during 
the first class. 
 
Course Requirements: 
 
The course grade will be computed as follows: 
 
Midterm Examination  20% 
Text Analysis Essay  30% 
Final Examination Essay 30% 
Class Participation  20% 
 
Assignment instructions and due dates will be announced in class. Please note the 
emphasis on class participation. All students are expected to come to class having 
completed the assigned reading for that day and actively participate in the class 
discussion.  
 
Grading policies: 
Please note the following policies: 
1. Letter grades are assigned according to the following scale: A=93-100, A-=90-92, 

B+=87-89, B=83-86, B-=80-82, C+=77-79, C=73-76, C-=70-72, D+=67-69, 
D=63-66, D-=60-62, E=less than 60. Please note that work never turned in counts 
as a zero (0). 

2. Late papers lose one grade step for each day late (thus a B+ that is two days late 
receives a B-). 

3. We do not give make-up exams unless you have an acceptable and documented excuse 
(for example, a medical excuse signed by a physician). 

4. Incompletes will only be considered in exceptional circumstances and only with clear 
documentation.  

5. Plagiarism is taking (which includes purchasing) the words or ideas of another and 
passing them off as one's own work.  If in an assignment a student quotes 
someone, that student must use quotation marks and give a citation.  Paraphrased 
or borrowed ideas are to be identified by proper citations.  Plagiarism will result, 
at the minimum, in a zero (0) for the assignment. 

 
CLASS SCHEDULE: 
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DATE TOPIC ASSIGNMENT 

8/30 (Tu) Introduction  
9/1 (Th) Background to Tibet and The 

Saltmen of Tibet (film). 
 

9/6  (Tu) The Saltmen of Tibet and 
Discussion 

 

9/8  (Th) The Early Tibetan Empire Snellgrove, pp.19-65; dBa’ bzhed 
chronicle excerpt, pp.52-59 and 76-
90; Translation of Sino-Tibetan 
Treaty: Old Tibetan Inscriptions, 
pp.34-37, 78-81, and 95-99. 

9/13  (Tu) Tibet’s Middle Ages Snellgrove, pp.111-155; Deb T’er 
Dmar Po Gsar Ma (The “New Red 
Annals”), pp.181-188. 

9/15  (Th) The dGe-lugs-pa Regnum Snellgrove, pp.177-232; The Blue 
Annals, pp.1073-1078. 

9/20  (Tu) Tibet’s Modern Transformation Snellgrove, pp.233-267 
9/22  (Th) The Religious Context and Bon Huber, "Guide to the La-Phyi 

Mandala." 
9/27  (Tu) The Introduction of Buddhism Fisher, pp. 11-74.  
10/4  (Tu) Tibetan Buddhist Practice  Lopez, “A Prayer Flag for Tārā,” 

Tibetan Religions in Practice (TRIP), 
pp.548-552.  
Nalanda Trans. Comm., “Daily 
Prayers,” TRIP, pp.406-418. 
Gyatso, “An Avalokiteśvara 
Sādhana,” TRIP, pp.266-270. 
Havnevik, “On Pilgrimage for Forty 
Years in the Himalayas: The Female 
Lama Jetsun Lochen Rinpoche’s 
(1865-1951) Quest for Sacred Sites,” 
Pilgrimage, pp.85-107. 

10/6  (Th) The Evolution of “Theocracy” Ishihama, “On the Dissemination of 
the Belief in the Dalai Lama as a 
Manifestation of the Bodhisattva 
Avalokiteśvara,” pp.38-56. 

10/11  (Tu) Geography and Economics Goldstein, Excerpts from Nomads of 
Western Tibet. 

10/13  (Th) MIDTERM EXAMINATION  
10/ 18 (Tu) Tibetan Social Organization Goldstein, “Reexamining Choice, 

Dependency, and Command in the 
Tibetan Social System,” pp.79-112. 
Petech, Excerpt from Aristocracy and 
Government in Tibet, 1728-1959, 
pp.3-21. 
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10/20  (Th) Tibetan Family Structure Goldstein, “Stratification, Polyandry, 
and Family Structure in Central 
Tibet,” pp.64-74. 

10/25  (Tu) Society and Government Goldstein, “The Balance Between 
Centralization and Decentralization in 
the Traditional Tibetan Political 
System,” pp.170-182. 
Miller, “The Web of Tibetan 
Monasticism,” pp.197-203. 

10/27 (Th) Foundations of Tibetan Art  Fisher, pp. 75-124. 
11/1  (Tu) Medieval Tibetan Art  Fisher, pp. 125-166. 
11/3  (Th) Later Tibetan Art  Fisher, pp. 167-214. 
11/8  (Tu) Tibetan Architecture  
11/10  (Th) Overview of Tibetan Literature  Cabezon and Jackson, "Editors' 

Introduction," Tibetan Literature, pp. 
11-37. Tibetan Tales. 

11/15  (Tu) Biography Jackson, "Poetry in Tibet," pp. 368-
392. Sakya Pandita, Treasury of 
Aphoristic Jewels. 

11/17  (Th) Tibetan Poetry Milarepa. Drukpa Kunley 
11/22  (Tu) Gesar Epic Samuel, "Gesar Epic of East Tibet," 

pp. 358-367.  
David-Neel, Superhuman Life. 

11/29  (Tu) In Class Hourly Final  
12/1  (Th) Contemporary Tibet “Tibet: Its Ownership and Human 

Rights Situation” (PRC White Paper) 
“Tibet: Proving Truth from Facts” 
(Dharamsala) 
Goldstein, excerpt from The Snow 
Lion and the Dragon. 

12/6  (Tu) Wrap and Reports  
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EAS 397 

The Silk Road 
Spring 2012 

Course #9511 
 

COURSE INTRODUCTION AND SYLLABUS 
 
Meeting 
Time/Place: 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 4:15-5:35 PM, Earth Science 245 

Instructor: Prof. Jim Hargett; Office: HUM 254C, 442-4233 
E-mail: James.Hargett@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 2:00-2:45 PM (or by appointment)  
Required 
Texts: 

Foltz, Richard. Religions of the Silk Road: Overland Trade and Cultural 
Exchange from Antiquity to the Fifteenth Century. Second edition. New 
York: St. Martin’s Press, 2010. ISBN 9780230621251. 
 
Hopkirk, Peter. Foreign Devils on the Silk Road. Amherst: University of 
Massachusetts Press, 1984. ISBN 0870234358. 
 
Keown, Damien. Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1996. ISBN 9780192853868. 
 
Wriggins, Sally Hoven. The Silk Road Journey With Xuanzang. Revised 
edition; Boulder: Westview Press, 2004. ISBN 9780813365992. 
 
Note: These required texts are only available at Mary Jane Books, 215 
Western Avenue, 465-2238. They have not been ordered through the 
Barnes and Noble Bookstore on campus. FYI: Cheaper, used copies of 
these texts are usually available on Amazon.com 

 

Course Description and Introduction: Sometime around the first century of the Common Era 
ancient Indian civilization came into contact with ancient Chinese civilization. Buddhist 
missionaries traveled over the deserts and mountains of Central Asia, and by sea, to China, while 
Buddhist monks from China made pilgrimages to key Buddhist centers of learning in India. 
Merchants also traveled these same routes. Was religion the primary impetus for contact? Or was 
it trade? This is one of the central questions we will focus on in this class, which is an 
introduction to the history of what is now commonly called the “Silk Road” (Chinese: Sīchóu zhī 
lù 絲綢之路). 

Organization of the Class: The course will be divided into four sections or units. 

• Part 1 will focus on geography, ethnography, and history, examining the mountain and 
desert regions that lie between India and China, with special attention on the sorts of 
people who lived along the Silk Road between 200 and 1000. One key question we will 
address is this portion of the course is: How should we define the term “Central Asia”? 

• Part 2 will focus on ancient India in general, and the history of Buddhism and its 
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transmission to Central Asia and then to China. Our main interest here is why Buddhism 
found an audience in Central Asia and China, how it got to Central Asia and China, and 
how Buddhism changed during this transmission process. Central to our discussion in this 
portion of the class is the travels and experiences of the Chinese Buddhist monk and 
traveler Xuanzang (c. 602-664). 

• Part 3 of the course will focus on Buddhist cave-wall art; specifically, an extensive 
painting of Mount Wutai (one of China’s most sacred Buddhist mountains that adorns the 
walls of cave #61 at Dunhuang, an oasis city located in what is now Gansu province in 
western China. 

• Part 4 will introduce explorers, archeologists, and scholars from Europe, America, and 
Japan who traveled and studied the Silk Road in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
and who removed many of its treasures to museums outside of China. 

Websites and On-Line Sources (to be used in this class): 

 International Dunhuang Project (http://idp.bl.uk): This website is a rich storehouse of 
valuable and useful information concerning the Silk Road. 

 Digital Silk Road Project (http://dsr.nii.ac.jp/toyobunko/volume.html.en): Another textual 
goldmine of 116 rare books dealing with the Silk Road, among which is Sir Aurel Stein's 
monumental Serindia.   

 Silk Road Seattle (http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/): This useful website provides 
numerous materials for learning and teaching about the Silk Road.  

 
ERES Resources (https://ereserves-albany-edu.libproxy.albany.edu): Materials on ERES for this 
class are listed on ERES under "AEAS 397."  The password is "SILK". 
 
Prerequisites: Students in the class are expected to have some general knowledge of East Asian 
geography, history, and culture. 
 
Grading: Your final grade will be determined by (1) your individual contributions to class 
discussions (20%); (2) your grades on the unannounced quizzes on the readings (10%); (3) your 
grade on the mid-term exam (20%); (4) your grade on the final exam (25%); and (5) your grade 
on the research paper (25%).The Research Paper: Each student in the class will prepare a 
research paper, at least 10 pages in length, not including the notes and bibliography (12 point 
type, double-spaced, one-inch margins all around), on a subject related to the ancient Silk Road. 
The topic and thesis of the research paper must be approved in advance by the instructor. 
 
Attendance and Makeups: There is no attendance policy in this course, but students are 
expected to attend all classes. Accessibility to missed material, videos, and so on, and makeups 
for missed exams, will be given only if the absence was due to a documented medical or 
personal emergency, which must be verified by the Office of the Dean of Undergraduate Studies. 
 
Academic Integrity: The discovery of any cheating (including plagiarism or shared work of any 
kind) on an exam or written assignment will result in (1) immediate expulsion from the course 
with a failing grade; and (2) a report to appropriate SUNY officials. Appeals may be made 
through appropriate channels. Note: copying and submitting material(s) from the World Wide 
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Web without citation is plagiarism!!! 
 
How to do well in this course: (1) carefully read and prepare assignments before class; (2) 
attend class regularly and take detailed notes; (3) actively participate in classroom discussions 
(participation is essential in this class); and (4) always bring a copy of the day's reading 
assignment to class. 
 
How to do poorly in this class: (1) miss lots of classes; (2) often arrive late for class; (3) never 
participate in class discussions; (4) wait until the last minute to start preparing the research paper. 
 

CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 
 
WED 18 Jan: Introduction to the class. 
MON 23 Jan: Geography, topography, ethnography, and history (1): the land between India 

and China. Read: Foltz, 1-22; ERES file: Wood, The Silk Road, 9-25; 26-35. 
WED 25 Jan: Geography, topography, ethnography, and history (2): network of commerce, 

spread of cultures, travel. Read: Foltz, 23-36; ERES file: Wood, The Silk Road, 
36-47. 

MON 30 Jan: Buddhism (1): Religion without God; the Life of Buddha; Karma and 
Transmigration. Read: Keown, viii-x, xiii, and 1-45; Foltz, 37-60. During this 
Buddhism segment of the course be sure to read through the various files on 
"Buddhism" on ERES (Assumptions of Indian Religion, Life of the Buddha, 
Four Noble Truths, Mahayana 1, Mahayana 2, Central Asia, China, and so on).

WED 1 Feb: Video Presentation on the Tang dynasty (618-907) city of Chang'an and the 
Silk Road 

MON 6 Feb: Buddhism (2): Four Noble Truths; Mahāyāna, Part 1. Read: Keown, 46-72.  
WED 8 Feb: Buddhism (3): Mahāyāna, Part 2; Buddhism leaves India: where, when, why, 

how? Read: Keown, 73-87. 
MON 13 Feb: Buddhism (4): From Alexandria to Nara; The Silk Road as a Religious 

Thoroughfare; ERES file: The Kushan Dynasty (map); Kumārajīva. Read: 
ERES file: Wood, The Silk Road, 36-42, 91-100; Foltz, 61-88; Hopkirk, 22-28.

WED 15 Feb: Buddhism (5): If you haven't read it already, for this class be absolutely sure 
you read (or review): "Buddhism In China" ERES file (Buddhism 7: China; 
ERES file #133401). 

MON 20 Feb: Xuanzang (1) life and times; details of his trip to India, crossing Central Asia; 
arrival in India. Read: Wriggins, chapters 1 through 6 (pp. 1-118). 

WED 22 Feb: Xuanzang (2): travels in India; the trip home to China; translation work; Record 
of the Western Regions; legacy. Read: Wriggins, chapters 7 through 12 (pp. 
119-227). 

MON 27 Feb: Commerce (1): what products were shipped where?; importance of silk. Read: 
ERES  file: Whitfield, Life Along the Silk Road, 27-54. 

WED 29 Feb: Commerce (2):  how commerce impacted the spread of Buddhism. Read: ERES 
file: Wood, The Silk Road, 61-74; 75-87. 

MON 5 Mar: Midterm examination 
WED  7 Mar: Introduction to the Silk Road oasis city of Dunhuang; Introduction to Buddhist 
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cave art at Dunhuang; Read and view: ERES file: Art 4: Art of  Dunhuang 
(ERES file #133408); View on YouTube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dT81K0UmSwg (although the narration is 
in Chinese, this video presents excellent visual introduction to the wall 
painting(s) in Cave #61 at Dunhuang).  

MON 12 Mar: No class (spring break) 
WED 14 Mar: No class (spring break) 
MON 19 Mar: Additional materials on Cave #61 will be added to ERES later. 
WED 21 Mar: Read: Dorothy Wong, "A Reassessment of the Representation of Mt-Wutai 

from Dunhuang Cave 61" (a copy of this article and related materials will be 
added to ERES later). One-page description and preliminary bibliography 
for research paper due today!

MON 26 Mar: Foreign Devils (1): (Sir) Aurel Stein. Read: Hopkirk, 32-43; 44-53; 68-110. Be 
sure to take a look at Stein's book Serindia, which you can find here: 
http://dsr.nii.ac.jp/toyobunko/volume.html.en 

WED 28 Mar: Foreign Devils (2): Von Le Coq. Read: Hopkirk, 125-33; 134-44; 145-55. 
Research paper initial draft due today! Minimum 10 pages (not including 
footnotes and bibliography).

MON 2 Apr: No class (I will be out of town) 
WED 4 Apr: Foreign Devils (3) – Paul Pelliot, Langdon Warner, and the Great Game. 

Hopkirk, 111-24; 156-76; 177-89; 190-208; 209-22; 223-41. 
MON 9 Apr:  No class. 
WED 11 Apr:  The Arrival and Influence of Islam on the Silk Road. Read: Foltz, 89-110. 
MON 16 Apr: Research paper presentations 
WED 18 Apr:  Research paper presentations 
MON 23 Apr:  Research paper presentations 
WED 25 Apr:  Research paper presentations 
MON 30 Apr: Research paper presentations 
WED 2 May:  Assignment to be announced. 
MON 7 May: No class, but final versions of the research paper are due today at 4:15 PM. 

Your paper must be hand-delivered to me at my office (Hum. 254C) or 
sent to me via email (James.Hargett@gmail.com).  

 
Final Exam: Friday 11 May, 3:30-5:30 PM, in our usual classroom (Earth Science 245). 
Please do not ask to take the final exam at an alternate time, because I will deny the request. 
Everyone in the class must take the final exam together on Friday 11 May. 

Syllabus: Initial Draft, 01062012 
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