
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 
 As we near the holi-

day season, we members of 

the IMS have much for which 

to be thankful. With colder 

weather settling in, it is im-

portant to reflect on the 

support we received from 

the broader community for 

our research and from the 

exceptional people in our 

field sites whose expert 

knowledge is in dispensable 

to our respective projects. 
 In this issue, the IMS 

faculty associates' accom-

plishments are many and 

diverse, ranging from the 

publication of books, Marilyn 

Masson's Kukulkan's Realm 

and John Schwaller's The First 

Letter from New Spain, the 

unparalleled success of the 

archaeologists (Masson, Ve-

ronica Pérez, and Robert 

Rosenswig) at winning Na-

tional Science Foundation 

research grants, and the 

monumental indigenous lan-

guage dictionaries by Aaron 

Broadwell and John Justeson. 

IMS faculty have presented 

presidential addresses, such 

as Louise Burkhart to the 

Society for Ethnohistory, and 

won book awards, as I, Wal-

ter Little, did for the Society 

for the Anthropology of 

Work's Best Book for 2014. 
 One aspect of our 

participation of our IMS fac-

ulty roles that brings us ex-

ceptional pride is the ongoing 

successes of the IMS student 

associates. This newsletter is 

primarily to let them shine, 

to share their research and 

achievements. The DeCormi-

er recipients, Collin Gillen-

water and Rebecca Mendel-

sohn, describe their research 

in Mexico, illustrating how 

important these awards in 

helping students make contri-

butions to Mesoamerican 

scholarship. Likewise, the 

First Encounter Award, won 

this year by Isabelle Poitras, 

allows students new to Mes-

oamerica to gain valuable 

experience, upon which to 

develop competitive research 

grants.  
 The student associ-

ates describe a range of ar-

chaeological and ethnograph-

ic projects in Mesoamerica in 

the following pages, including 

Caroline Antonelli's research 

in Mayapán, Jeff Bryant's pro-

ject in the Mixteca Alta, for-

mer DeCormier winners 

Mounia El Kotni's and Crystal 

Sheedy's respective projects 

in San Cristobal de las Casas, 

Chiapas and Xocen, Yucatan, 

James Shuford's research on 

Mexican Farmworkers, and 

the emerging projects of Emi 

Tomaszewski and Brynna 

Tussey. As you read the de-

tails of these students' re-

search projects, take note 

that they are also winning 

grants and presenting their 

research at professional con-

ferences. Their brief profiles 

and research descriptions are 

a glimpse into the future of 

Mesoamerican studies. 
 Because one of the 

primary goals of the IMS is to 

support student's research, I 

encourage you to make a 

donation to either the 

DeCormier Endowment or 

to the Mesoamerica Endow-

ment; information on how to 

do this is at the end of this 

newsletter. 
 To close, I want to 

announce that Robert 

Rosenswig will take over as 

the IMS director, beginning 

Fall 2015. After four years, it 

is time for the IMS to have 

new leadership and an infu-

sion of new ideas. He and I 

have begun the transition and 

the IMS will thrive under his 

direction. I have enjoyed my 

tenure as director and have 

been proud to work with 

some many talented col-

leagues, be they faculty or 

students.  

 
Enjoy your holidays with 

friends and family, however 

you may choose to spend 

them. 

 

Best wishes, 
 

Letter from the Director 
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IMS News 

This fall, IMS student associates Ashley Bish-

op, Mounia El Kotni and IMS director Walter 

Little presented a poster: "A través de las 

Tramas del Tiempo: Conectando el Pasado 

al Presente con los Textiles en la Era Digital" 

and a paper: "Reforzando Vínculos Trans-

nacionales: los Textiles Como Expresión de 

la Identidad Triqui en el Norte de Estados 

Unidos" for the 1er Encuentro de Textiles 

Mesoamericanos (TEXTIM I) at the Muse-

oTextil de Oaxaca, Oct, 16-19. In addition to 

presenting, they learned ethnographic infor-

mation about several unidentified pieces 

from our IMS textile collection.   
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Speaker Series 

 In the Spring of 2014 IMS 

hosted three speakers. In 

February, Jeanne Simonelly 

(Wake Forest University) 

gave a lecture entitled 

“Zapatistas: Twenty Years of 

Building Community.” In 

April, IMS hosted both Doug 

Kennett (Penn State Univer-

sity) who spoke about 

"Development and Disinte-

gration of Maya Political Sys-

tems in Response to Climate 

Change" and Leigh Binford 

(College of Staten Island), 

who gave a lecture entitled 

“Human Rights and Transi-

tional Justice in El Mozote 

Massacre." 

 In Fall 2014, the IMS host-

ed two speakers. In Septem-

ber, Bernardo Ramirez Rios 

(Skidmore College) present-

ed his research on 

"Basketball and Community: 

Sporting Migrants in Oaxaca, 

Mexico and Los Angeles, 

California.” In November, 

IMS and the Center for Lati-

no, Latin American, and Car-

ibbean Studies hosted Chris-

tian DiCanio (Haskins Labor-

atories and University at Buf-

falo) as he presented his re-

search on "The Sounds of 

Triqui: Quantitative Ap-

proached to Language De-

scription and its Ramifica-

tions for Historical Change.”  

 In February 2015, the IMS  

is co-sponsoring a lecture 

with the Office of Interna-

tional Education, the Depart-

ment of Latin American & 

Caribbean Studies, and the 

Department of Anthropology 

at the University at Albany.  

Luz Rivera will give a talk 

entitled “Maíz y el País: Politi-

cal Violence in Mexico and 

Corn's Lessons for Justice.”  

El Kotni (left) and Bishop 

(right) learning embroi-

dery techniques at the 

conference 

El Kotni (center), Bishop (center right), 

and Little (right) at the poster session 

Bernardo Ramirez Rios 

presents his research on 

basketball, community, 

and migration 

Triqui Cultural Events 

In April, members of the 

local Triqui community, the 

Institute for Mesoamerican 

Studies and the Department 

of Anthropology hosted a 

IMS’s first Day of Triqui Cul-

ture. The occasion recog-

nized San Juan Copala 

Triquis' distinct cultural con-

tributions to the Albany area. 

There were traditional foods, 

a dance performance, and 

handicrafts. Dr. Aaron 

Broadwell, Triqui language 

consultant, Román López, 

and their students highlighted 

their research, especially a 

massive Copala Triqui-

Spanish-English audiovisual 

dictionary.We thank the 

New York State Office for 

New Americans and the 

General Consulate of Mexico 

in New York for their partic-

ipation. Photos of the event 

can be found on the IMS fa-

cebook page. We look for-

ward to hosting this event 

again in April 2015.  

 In addition to the Day of 

Triqui culture, IMS plans to 

present a symposium in the 

spring of 2015, with the 

theme “Triqui Transnational 

Migration Experiences: 

Health, Labor, & Language.” Day of Triqui Culture, 2014 

IMS in Oaxaca 

http://www.albany.edu/ims/Publications/Flyers/140411_IMS2.pdf
http://www.albany.edu/ims/Publications/Flyers/140411_IMS2.pdf
http://www.albany.edu/ims/Publications/Flyers/140411_IMS2.pdf
http://www.albany.edu/ims/Publications/Flyers/140411_IMS2.pdf
http://www.albany.edu/ims/Publications/Flyers/140411_IMS1.pdf
http://www.albany.edu/ims/Publications/Flyers/140411_IMS1.pdf
http://www.albany.edu/ims/Publications/Flyers/140411_IMS1.pdf
http://www.newamericans.ny.gov/
http://www.newamericans.ny.gov/
http://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/nuevayork/
http://consulmex.sre.gob.mx/nuevayork/


2014 Recipient: Collin Gillenwater 
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After re-

turning 

home from a 

2014 Winter 

and Spring 

extended 

field season 

in Oaxaca 

and Yucatan, 

Mexico, Col-

lin began defining an all too 

near dissertation project. His 

experiences in the field this 

last year were filled with 

familiar long days in the sun, 

evenings in the lab, and nights 

contemplating future projects 

as a graduate student and 

professional archaeologist in 

Mesoamerica. In a project led 

by UAlbany’s Dr. Veronica 

Perez and her husband, An-

tonio Martinez Tuñon, he 

was given a good deal of in-

sight into some of the reali-

ties of dissertation work: 

namely, its requirement of 

his all-encompassing commit-

ment. With this knowledge in 

mind, Collin spent much of 

the remainder of the Spring 

2014 field season south of 

Merida, in Mexico’s Yucatan 

peninsula. It was here in 

sweltering heat and beautiful 

communities that he started 

to establish a strong founda-

tion for his dissertation re-

search. 

 

 Immediately upon 

arrival in early June 2014 

back in the US, Collin began 

work for Southern New 

Hampshire University’s bur-

geoning online division. He 

hadn’t quite transitioned 

from the field to “regular” 

life, as archaeologists well 

know there is usually a much

-needed mental transition 

when arriving home after a 

season in the sun. Although 

the transition from fieldwork 

to teaching was a bit jarring, 

it was also a fantastic learning 

experience. The entirety of 

Collin’s 2014 summer was 

spent teaching two accelerat-

ed courses in Cultural An-

thropology, as well as assist-

ing in the first and second 

phases of course develop-

ment for the university’s new 

Anthropology undergraduate 

program.  

 

 Collin’s Fall semes-

ter of 2014 back at UAlbany 

has already been a total blur 

of excitement, planning, and 

research. After having been 

generously awarded a Teach-

ing Assistantship with the 

university, Collin gained an 

entirely new perspective on 

what it means to sit center-

stage and interact with a 

large auditorium of under-

graduates waiting to soak in 

some of his assumed graduate

-level knowledge. Thus far his 

experience has been equally 

exciting and frightening, but 

altogether a critical step in 

becoming an academic and 

mentor. Collin very much 

appreciates the patience of 

his advisor in his sometimes 

overly cautious lecture prep-

arations as he learns to find 

balance between command-

ing a student audience and 

being a sincere listener.  

 

For Collin, the near future 

holds a few more field expe-

riences and conferences in its 

grasp. During the end of De-

cember 2014, he will be trav-

eling to Washington, D.C. to 

review primary source mate-

rial from the Library of Con-

gress’ Kislak Collection of 

early colonial North, Central, 

and South American docu-

ments. This exciting oppor-

tunity will lay a bit of the 

ethnohistorical groundwork 

for his underlying disserta-

tion questions. Shortly after 

the winter holidays, Collin 

will use his 2014 DeCormier 

grant to fly back down to the 

Yucatan on a brief trip in 

order to collect preliminary 

information on a potential 

site for his dissertation. His 

trip will conclude with a 

week’s worth of survey data 

of a selected sample of Early 

Colonial Yucatan villages to 

present ongoing research for 

the Society of Applied An-

thropology this March 2015. 

Collin is happy to announce 

that he will also be present-

ing a paper at the Society of 

American Archaeology in 

April 2015. Lastly, he looks 

forward to spending another 

substantial part of his 2015 

summer in the Yucatan 

working in the field with his 

advisor Dr. Marilyn Masson.  

Christopher De Cormier Memorial Scholarship 

Collin in the field in 

Yucatán, Mexico 

(Hoál Site) April 2014  

Collin will use 

his DeCormier 

scholarship to 

return to the Yu-

catan this winter 

to select a site 

for his disserta-

tion and collect 

data for his up-

coming confer-

ence presenta-

tion  
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2014 Recipient: Isabelle Poitras 

First Encounter Award 

2014 Recipient: Rebecca Mendelsohn 

Rebecca 

Mendel-

sohn is a 

doctoral 

candidate 

at UAlba-

ny and 

this year’s graduate assistant 

for the Institute for Mesoa-

merican Studies. This fall she 

returned from 13 months of 

field and laboratory work in 

Mexico on a Fulbright-García 

Robles grant. From January 

to March Rebecca directed 

excavations for her NSF-

funded Izapa Household Ar-

chaeology Project at the ear-

ly Mesoamerican city of Izapa 

(850 BC-AD 1250), located 

in Chiapas. During the pro-

ject, Rebecca worked with 

local community members 

on their initiative to spread 

awareness about Izapa’s im-

portance in Mesoamerican 

history. This resulted in a lot 

of media attention from 

Mexican news sources, in-

cluding television appearanc-

es on TV Azteca and Televi-

sa. The Izapa Household Ar-

chaeology Project also at-

tracted media attention in 

the US and was highlighted, 

along with the work of IMS 

faculty associates Robert 

Rosenswig and Marilyn Mas-

son, in the May 16, 2014 is-

sue of Science magazine. Re-

becca’s 13 months in the 

field ended with a trip to 

Guatemala to investigate the 

similarities between ceramics 

from Izapa and neighboring 

early urban centers and to 

present preliminary results of 

her fieldwork at Izapa at the 

annual Guatemalan archaeol-

ogy symposium.  

 Rebecca’s fieldwork 

with the Izapa Household 

Archaeology Project yielded 

some surprising results. In-

tended to target Middle to 

Late Formative (850-150 BC) 

households occupied during 

Izapa’s urbanization, Rebec-

ca’s excavations instead lo-

cated Terminal Formative 

through Late Classic occupa-

tion (150 BC- AD 900) at the 

southern extent of the site. 

This came as a surprise, as 

most of Izapa’s Classic period 

occupation has been docu-

mented at the northern end 

of the site, and demonstrates 

just how little we still know 

about this important early 

urban center. In order to 

help date deposits from 

these poorly understood 

time periods of Izapa’s histo-

ry, Rebecca received an IMS 

Christopher Decormier me-

morial scholarship and a Ka-

ren R. Hitchcock New Fron-

tiers award from the UAl-

bany’s Initiatives for Women 

to submit carbon samples 

collected during the Izapa 

Household Archaeology Pro-

ject. Her dissertation will 

highlight Izapa’s transition 

from the Formative period to 

the Classic period, which 

coincides with a period of 

“collapse,” or population 

decline and changing material 

patterns across many parts 

of Mesoamerica.  

Isabelle's disserta-

tion research fo-

cuses on Tseltal, a 

Mayan language 

spoken in Chiapas, 

Mexico. By docu-

menting linguistic practices in 

their sociocultural contexts 

of use, her goal is to collect 

words that carry cultural 

information, along with idi-

oms and metaphorical con-

structions, to expand the 

lexical repertoire already 

documented. She intends to 

document a more conserva-

tive dialect of Tseltal, having 

in mind that such a dialect 

may have retained culturally 

salient lexical items that 

could have been lost in other 

varieties. Such elements can 

be used productively in his-

torical reconstructions and 

can contribute to a better 

understanding of the Ancient 

Classic Mayan inscriptions, 

written in a language related 

historically to Tseltal.  
 Thanks to the First 

Encounter Award she will be 

able to conduct preliminary 

fieldwork in the spring to 

assess which dialectal variant 

she should document by 

comparing a similar short 

story collected in the com-

munities of Chilón, Bachajón 

and Petalcingo to further 

evaluate their level of reten-

tion of archaism. The field-

work will also allow her to 

Rebecca speaking to 

reporters at Izapa 

Rebecca excavating a 

cache of complete vessels  

at Izapa 
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IMS Faculty Associates 

solidify her practical 

knowledge of the language 

and, more importantly, to 

establish ties with the Tseltal 

speaking communities to see 

how her work can be useful 

to them and be more 

adapted to their actual needs 

in terms of language mainte-

nance.   

Xnich k’anal tak’in (Tseltal) 

Yawil yawal sts’unu'b te kawal  

Ch’ul uch’oja'il yu'un jlekilal,  

Te ba-a xmaal te ta te'tikil te ba ya xkux yo'tan  

Te'tikil wakax  

La' me ta jtojol namej k’inal kajwal.  

 

Talon ta jk’inal, joy jmajtanat  

Te jtolja' sok te ya' lel sit te' ak’kuchójix, joy  

Jmajtanat,  

Uch´a bayel ya'yel sit te' ak’ joy jmatanat  

Ja' sk’op jmamalal te ya x-ik’ awan.  

-Búffalo Conde  
 

Flor de oro 

Fuente de huertos de mi amado, 

Noria de aguas sagradas para mi honor, 

Que corren del campo donde descansa el búfa-

lo: 

Venga mi amado Legendario. 

 

“Ya viene a mi campo, oh amada, compañera 

mía; 

Mi agua y mi jugo he bebido, esposa mía: 

Tomad abundante jugo, amada mía.” 

 

Es la voz de mi esposo que llama. 

-Búffalo Conde  

Poem from: La otra 

cara de la literatura  

http://

otracaradelalitera-

tura.blogspot.mx/2013/

12/referencias.html  

George Aaron Broadwell 

George Aaron 

Broadwell has 

continued re-

search on the 

Copala Triqui 

and San Dio-

nisio 

Ocotepec Zapotec languages. 

Both are indigenous lan-

guages of Oaxaca, Mexi-

co.  The Copala Triqui web 

dictionary 

(copalatriqui.webonary.org) 

had its public launch this 

spring.  The web dictionary is 

a product of the Albany 

Triqui Working Group, 

which is directed by 

Broadwell and has Román 

Vidal López as primary lan-

guage consultant.  The dic-

tionary is the result of work 

by Broadwell, Vidal López 

and various undergraduate 

and graduate students associ-

ated with IMS (especially 

Ashley LaBoda, Kosuke 

Matsukawa, Gabriela Aquino 

Dehesa, Enrique Validivia, 

and Jordan Lavender) 

 This summer, the 

Albany Triqui Working 

Group was also pleased to 

sponsor a local high-school 

student, Julian Rauter, who 

met regularly to help add 

new words to the dictionary, 

make recordings, and edit 

and revise the dictionary. 

The web dictionary passed a 

milestone this fall with its 

41st update, and now 

has  about 2500 entries.  Our 

web statistics show that we 

get about 200 visits per 

month (about 46% from the 

US, 36% from Mexico, and 

the remainder from other 

countries). 

 A second web dic-

tionary, for San Dionisio 

Ocotepec Zapotec 

(sandionisiozapotec.webonar

y.org), was also launched this 

summer, and currently has 

about 22000 entries.  This 

dictionary is in an earlier 

development phase than the 

Copala Triqui dictionary, but 

is currently in active develop-

ment, with additions, correc-

tions, and quarterly updates. 

 Broadwell was an 

invited speaker at two con-

ferences this summer -- the 

Lexical-Functional Grammar 

2014 conference in Ann Ar-

bor, Michigan and the 2104 

Head-Driven Phrase Struc-

ture Grammar in Buffalo.  At 

both conferences he de-

scribed the Albany language 

documentation programs, 

and gave a more focused 

analysis of topics in the gram-

mar of the Triqui and Zapo-

tec languages. 

 Broadwell is offering 

Copala Triqui as the language 

for our Field Methods in Lin-

guistics course in the Fall 

2014 semester, so a new 

group of UAlbany students 

are learning the grammar of 

this fascinating language, and 

some of these students will 

continue to join the Albany 

Triqui Working Group next 

semester. 

 

Broadwell and 

colleagues 

launched the 

Copala Triqui 

web dictionary 

this spring. 

Check it out at:  

copala-

triqui.webonary.

org 

Students in the 2014 

Field Methods class on 

Copala Triqui 

http://copalatriqui.webonary.org
http://sandionisiozapotec.webonary.org
http://sandionisiozapotec.webonary.org
http://copalatriqui.webonary.org
http://copalatriqui.webonary.org
http://copalatriqui.webonary.org
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Louise Burkhart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a busy summer, Painted 

Words: Nahua Catholicism, 

Politics, and Memory in the 

Atzaqualco Pictorial Catechism, 

Louise Burkhart’s collabora-

tive project with Elizabeth 

Hill Boone and David Ta-

várez, is complete and under 

review for the Dumbarton 

Oaks Pre-Columbian Art and 

Archaeology Series, pub-

lished by Harvard University 

Press. The Atzaqualco cate-

chism, from mid-seventeenth

-century Tenochtitlan, is one 

of the earliest surviving colo-

nial pictographic catechisms. 

On top of a sophisticated 

glyphic representation of 

Roman Catholic catechismal 

texts, later artists and scribes 

layered historical and dynas-

tic material on Atzaqualca 

and other Mexica notables 

and, especially, somewhat 

falsified claims as to the polit-

ical legitimacy of Mo-

teuczoma Xocoyotzin’s son 

don Pedro de Moteuczoma 

Tlacahuepan. In May 

Burkhart published a journal 

article related to the cate-

chism research, “The ‘Little 

Doctrine’ and Indigenous 

Catechesis in New Spain,” in 

Hispanic American Historical 

Review. Her piece on magic 

and witchcraft in the colonial 

encounter between Spain 

and Mexico will appear in 

May 2015 in The Cambridge 

History of Magic and Witch-

craft in the West. 

 This fall Burkhart 

presented the Presidential 

Address for the American 

Society for Ethnohistory con-

ference in Indianapolis: 

“Christian Salvation as Ethno

-Ethnohistory: Two Views 

from New Spain, 1714.” This 

will be revised as an article 

for the journal Ethnohistory. 

She also spoke in an invited 

symposium at Harvard Divin-

ity School honoring Elizabeth 

Hill Boone, as Boone re-

ceived the H. B. Nicholson 

Award for Excellence in Mes-

oamerican Studies, granted 

by the Moses Mesoamerican 

Archive and the Peabody 

Museum of Archaeology and 

Ethnology. 

John Justeson 

During the past 

year, John 

Justeson’s main 

research has 

been advancing 

his work on in-

digenous Mesoamerican 

models for predicting the 

dates of eclipses; the initial 

results will appear in May 

2015 in Cosmology, Calendars, 

and Horizon-Based Astronomy 

in 

Ancient Mesoamerica, edited 

by Anne Dowd and Susan 

Milbraith).  In September, he 

presented some of this work 

at a symposium in honor of 

Peter Mathews, one of the 

founders of the modern an-

thropological approach to 

the study of Mayan hiero-

glyphic writing, at the 8th 

annual meeting of the Maya 

at the Playa Conference in 

Flagler County, Florida.  He 

is applying the results to bet-

ter understand the structure 

and history of the eclipse 

table in the Dresden Codex.  

In the spring, he devoted 

himself to further editing on 

several of the dictionaries 

that are emerging from the 

Project for the Documenta-

tion of the Languages of Mes-

oamerica.  During the sum-

mer, he advanced the analysis 

and write-up of his work 

with Terrence Kaufman on 

the inscriptions of Xochi-

calco (work largely aban-

doned since 1998).   

Eclipse table of the Dres-

den Codex, based on 

images posted online by 

the Sächsischen Landes-

bibliothek - Staats- und 

Universitätsbibliothek 

Dresden (SLUB) at http://

www.slub-dresden.de/en/

Burkhart’s arti-

cle, “The ‘Little 

Doctrine’ and 

Indigenous Cat-

echesis in New 

Spain,” was fea-

tured in the His-

panic American 

Historical Re-

view in May 

http://www.slub-dresden.de/en/collections/manuscripts/the-dresden-maya-codex/
http://www.slub-dresden.de/en/collections/manuscripts/the-dresden-maya-codex/
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Robert Carmack  

This year Robert Carmack, 

along with coauthors James 

Mondloch, and Teresa Car-

ranza, is finalizing a new 

translation and annotated 

version of the Popol Wuj. 

Carmack gave a talk on his 

notes to the Popol Wuj at a 

Conference in Guatemala 

organized by one of the Uni-

versities there. Carmack has 

also been invited to give a 

Formal Lecture in South Ko-

rea (in December), also re-

lating to his work with the 

Popol Wuj. Carmack is de-

lighted to receive this honor 

and is also excited to see 

two of our former doctoral 

students who reside 

there:  Bradley Tatar and 

Jinsook Choi. Carmack is 

also busy editing books on 

two Indian communities, 

Santa Cruz Quiche 

(Guatemala) and Masaya 

(Guatemala). He can be 

reached at: 

(romcarmack@gmail.com).  

 Painting of one of the 

K'iche' rulers associated 

with the Popol Wuj, found 

at Utatlán, Guatemala  

Walter Little 

The past 

year marks 

for Walter 

Little a peri-

od of transi-

tion into 

new re-

search areas in Mesoamerica, 

including the development of 

new skills. He is developing 

two quite diverse projects 

that will take him out of Gua-

temala and into Mexico. For 

the last year, he has been 

working more closely with 

the Triqui transnational im-

migrant community in Albany 

and beginning exploratory 

research with Triqui street 

vendors in Oaxaca City. The 

Albany side of his research 

and community engagement 

with the Triqui community is 

in process. One project has 

been studying the meanings 

of traditional textiles for 

Triqui men and women in 

collaboration with Ashley 

Bishop and Mounia El Kotni. 

Another project, in collabo-

ration with Aaron Broadwell, 

is the development of peda-

gogical materials to learn and 

teach the Triqui language. 

Dr. Little's research will take 

more concrete shape, as he 

becomes more knowledgea-

ble of Triqui community 

members' interests and a 

more competent Triqui 

speaker. 
 Dr. Little's other 

new project, "The Gender 

and Power Relations in 

Transnational Mayan Handi-

crafts Market Network," 

studies the ways in which 

transnational Guatemalan 

Maya vendors have marketed 

handmade textiles in Mexican 

urban heritage sites. He has 

done reconnaissance ethnog-

raphy in Merida and Oaxaca 

City, interviewing the retail-

ers who sell handmade Gua-

temalan textiles. He will trav-

el to San Cristóbal de las 

Casas in January to survey 

retail outlets of Guatemalan 

handicrafts and, then, in 

March return to Oaxaca City 

to do more research on this 

topic and deepen his connec-

tions with the Triqui commu-

nity there, before spending 

part of the summer in Guate-

mala working with Maya 

transnational handicraft ven-

dors themselves. 
 Over the last year, 

Dr. Little has participated in 

various international forums 

related to anthropology and 

Latin American studies. One 

such activity was to serve on 

a French anthropology doc-

toral student's dissertation 

committee in Toulouse, 

France, which was the main 

impetus for him to learn to 

read in French. He has since 

continued his French skills 

and was able to interview 

French tourists in Guatemala 

last summer. In October, 

Mounia El Kotni, Ashley Bish-

op, and he presented their 

research, mentioned above, 

at a TEXTIM I, a conference 

on Mesoamerican textiles in 

Oaxaca City. They also pre-

sented a poster on the Diane 

Palmer Collection, which 

they and some other stu-

dents have been archiving 

and cataloguing. Last, his vol-

ume, co-edited with B. Lynne 

Milgram and Karen Tran-berg 

Hansen, Street Economies in 

the Urban Global South (SAR 

Press, 2013), was named the 

winner of the 2014 Society 

for the Anthropology of 

Work Book Prize. 

Little (center) receiving the 

Society for the Anthropology 

of Work book prize for his 

monograph “Street Econo-

mies, Politics, and Social 

Movements in the Urban 

Global” ( SAR Press 2013) 
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Mayapan’s periphery: A,B,D) 

rural houses, C) a shrine in 

the rural zone, E) small 

monumental architectural 

features that help mark 

rural settlement clusters. 

Marilyn Masson 

Marilyn Mas-

son received 

an NSF grant 

for a new 

phase of re-

search enti-

tled “The 

Agrarian 

Foundations of Urban Life at 

Mayapán,” to begin in the 

summer of 2015. The prima-

ry research objective is to 

document the degree of di-

versity in farming, craft pro-

duction, and service indus-

tries that characterized the 

work lives of rural residential 

groups through time. Related 

factors to be evaluated in-

clude the degree of wealth, 

stability, and longevity of the 

hinterland commoner house 

groups, as well as their level 

of dependency on local and 

regional exchange for the 

essentials of daily life. An 

extensive program of house-

hold archaeology will provide 

the data needed to answer 

these research questions. 

Rural life in two contrastive 

political geographic settings 

will be compared. Initially, 

Late and Terminal Classic era 

houselots were located in an 

extremely marginal 

“backwater” position, far 

from political centers or cit-

ies of significant size. Later, 

Postclassic “rural” dwellings 

were within four kilometers 

of a major political capital, 

the site of Mayapán, the large 

urban center of the Maya 

world of its time, with a pop-

ulation of 15-20,000 people. 

This study will document the 

resulting transformations to 

regional political economy. 

The 2015 research follows 

up a collaborative, NSF-

supported survey (Timothy 

Hare, PI, Marilyn Masson and 

Bradley Russell, Co-PI’s) that 

used LiDAR technology to 

document extensive, and 

seemingly boundless, rural 

occupation through time in 

the Mayapán vicinity. This 

image shows examples of 

some rural settlement fea-

tures. The 2015 project is a 

collaborative undertaking 

with INAH archaeologist 

Carlos Peraza Lope, Timothy 

Hare (Morehead State Univ.), 

and Bradley Russell (College 

of St. Rose). 

 

Book Publication 

 Kukulcan’s Realm: 

Urban Life of Ancient Maya-

pan, by Marilyn Masson and 

Carlos Peraza Lope (with 

contributions by Timothy S. 

Hare), was published in No-

vember of 2014 by the Uni-

versity Press of Colorado. 

With 560 pages of text, 160 

illustrations, and 76 tables, 

this work offers an up-to-

date synthesis of the last 

great capital city of the Maya 

world from 1200 to 1450 

C.E. Chapters examine the 

politics, urban planning and 

administration, social organi-

zation and settlement, eco-

nomic foundations, religious 

practice, and collapse pro-

cesses of this urban center. 

This volume offers a more 

complex view of the organi-

zational institutions of Post-

classic Maya society and out-

lines a holistic political econ-

omy model in which bottom-

up  and top-down economic 

activities were closely articu-

lated with one another.   

 

 

 

Colonial Maya Research 

 In January of 2015, 

M. Masson, along with UAl-

bany PHD student C. Gillen-

water and UAlbany under-

grad Katarina Spero will per-

form a pilot study to find and 

locate Colonial era Maya 

sites in the Contact Period 

Maní Province of Yucatan, 

Mexico. C. Gillenwater will 

be performing his own re-

connaissance work to evalu-

ate potential sites for his 

dissertation, funded by an 

IMS DeCormier award. Mas-

son and Spero, under the 

auspices of a CSDA seed 

grant, will be working collab-

oratively with INAH-Yucatan 

archaeologist Carlos Peraza 

to work on collections from 

Peraza’s INAH salvage ar-

chaeology investigations that 

have already sampled Coloni-

al era sites. Masson and 

Spero will also visit and as-

sess two Colonial localities in 

close proximity to Masson 

and Peraza’s research site of 

Mayapán, known as Hoal and 

Yacmán. The location of the 

latter site, Yacmán, has not 

been known to archaeolo-

gists since the early 20th cen-

tury and it is of great poten-

tial significance due its status 

as an abandoned Contact 

Period Maya-Spanish town 

that was in a peripheral loca-

tion. Most Contact era sites 

have been occupied since 

Spanish arrival, and archaeo-

logical remains have been 

destroyed by 500 years of 

subsequent building. Almost 

no archaeological research 

has focused on secondary 

towns in the Postclassic or 

Colonial regional hierarchies, 

Masson’s new book 

“Kukulkan’s Realm” is 

available now from the 

University Press of Colo-

rado: http://

www.upcolorado.com/

book/3198 



Page 9 Issue 9 

particularly in the area 

around Mayapán. Archaeo-

logical research is needed to 

fact check slanted and patchy 

European sources. Archaeo-

logical evidence provides an 

essential bottom up perspec-

tive from smaller settlements 

in the countryside for which 

there is little or no historical 

detail.  

 

 

BASEBALL EQUIPMENT FOR THE MAYA PUEBLO OF TELCHAQUILLO 

Donations of used baseball clothing, gear, shoes, or equipment are needed for the ad-hoc 

baseball league of the small pueblo of Telchaquillo, Yucatan, Mexico. This small town is 

underdeveloped compared to some of the fancier tourist towns of Yucatan, and for this 

reason, it lacks any organized sports or resources. Yet community leaders have managed 

to organize a baseball league for adults and children alike. M. Masson is travelling to Tel-

chaquillo on January 6, and is able to transport donated equipment to the village at this 

time. Please contact me to arrange a pickup (mmasson@albany.edu).  

Verónica Pérez Rodríguez  

Verónica Pé-

rez-Rodríguez 

and the Cerro 

Jazmin Ar-

chaeological 

Project 

(CJAP) team are undertaking 

their third field season of 

excavation in spring and sum-

mer of 2015. Their plan is to 

complete excavations...for 

now. This season will be spe-

cially focused on investigating 

areas of suspected agricultur-

al production and green are-

as within the urban layout as 

well as finalizing the excava-

tions in residential areas. The 

project is also moving for-

ward with various analyses 

and partnerships with col-

leagues at the University of 

Leicester and the Univer-

sidad Autonoma de San Luis 

Potosi. This joint work will 

include data analysis and fu-

ture collaborations will ad-

dress questions regarding the 

nature and environmental 

impact of Prehispanic urban-

ism in this highland city of 

the Mixteca Alta.  

John Schwaller 

John F. Schwaller's book, The 

First Letter from New Spain: 

The Lost Petition of Cortes and 

His Company, June 20, 1519 

(Austin: University of Texas 

Press), was published in May, 

2014.  

 He continues his 

research looking at the cele-

bration of the Aztec month 

of Panquetzaliztli, as depicted 

in Sahagun and Duran.  The 

book-length project suggests 

that the celebrations of the 

month were modified from 

traditional pan-Nahua rituals 

to new ones imposed by the 

Aztecs to celebrate their rise 

to power and to forge alli-

ances between military lead-

ers and merchants. 

 Schwaller and 

Louise Burkhart are offering 

to meet with students in a 

Nahuatl reading 

group.  Students, and others, 

who are interested in learn-

ing Nahuatl and working with 

colonial era documents are 

encouraged to contact one 

or the other. 

 

Schwaller’s new book, “The 

First Letter from New Spain: 

The Lost Petition of Cortes 

and His Company, June 20, 

1519” is available now: 

 http://utpress.utexas.edu/

index.php/books/schfir 

You can help! 

Masson is col-

lecting baseball 

equipment for 

the Maya pueb-

lo of Tel-

chaquillo 

mailto:mmasson@albany.edu
http://utpress.utexas.edu/index.php/books/schfir
http://utpress.utexas.edu/index.php/books/schfir
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Mounds and plazas at 

Las Viudas 

Rosenswig in the Arizona 

desert, November 2014 

Robert Rosenswig 

Dr. Robert Rosenswig has 

spent most of the year dis-

seminating results of his Iza-

pa Regional Settlement Project 

(IRSP). The 2010-2013, NSF-

funded project consisted of a 

lidar (light detection and 

ranging) campaign and pedes-

trian settlement survey and 

documented a system of 

nested monumental centers 

that make up the Izapa polity. 

Papers were presented at the 

Society for American Ar-

chaeology (SAA) meeting in 

Austin in April and at the 

Chacmool conference in 

Calgary in November. Also 

in November, Dr. Rosenswig 

was invited to present results 

from the Izapa project at the 

University of Arizona. In the 

New Year, another lecture 

will be presented at Yale 

University and then he has 

co-organized a session with 

art historian Julia Guernsey 

(from UT, Austin), at the 

2015 SAA meetings in San 

Francisco. Next year’s SAA 

session will bring together a 

dozen scholars presenting 

the most up to date perspec-

tive on the archaeology and 

iconography of Izapa. 

Further, in 2014 a 

new NSF grant was secured 

by Dr. Rosenswig for a sec-

ond stage of research to ex-

pand the Soconusco lidar and 

settlement survey by an addi-

tional 200 sq km. The origi-

nal assumption when the 

project began was that Izapa 

was a unitary state and that 

the IRSP survey would rec-

ord relative settlement pat-

terns, map the full extents of 

the capital city of Izapa and 

document a sample of lower-

level political centers. These 

goals were achieved and pre-

liminary results published in 

the Journal of Archaeological 

Science (2013) and Anthropo-

logical and Archaeological Sci-

ences (2015). But there’s 

more!!  

Having newly recog-

nized that the site of Las 

Viudas was coeval and rivaled 

Izapa in size, a fundamental 

reevaluation of Soconusco 

political organization is re-

quired. Las Viudas is located 

22 km south of Izapa and 

approximately half way to 

the Pacific Ocean and was 

originally reported by Carlos 

Navarrete in the 1960s dur-

ing the New World Archae-

ological Foundation’s Izapa 

project. However, the exist-

ence of the site faded from 

the collective consciousness 

of archaeologists working in 

the Soconusco. Las Viudas 

extends over at least 1 km 

from north to south with 

dozens of monumental 

mounds (some 20 m high) 

that form a series of plaza 

groups. Most of the site is in 

pasture and Middle and Late 

Formative period (800 BC – 

AD 200) ceramic 

sherds have been 

collected by 

Rosenswig from all 

across the site. Las 

Viudas was thus a 

contemporary of 

Izapa and rivals its 

better-known 

neighbor in size. 

When the first 

stage of the IRSP 

was formulated, the signifi-

cance of Las Viudas was not 

considered, but it is impossi-

ble to accurately interpret 

the local political organiza-

tion without accounting for 

this site. One possibility is 

that Las Viudas was a sec-

ondary center and Izapa the 

capital city in the polity. An 

alternate, and tantalizing, 

possibility is that Las Viudas 

was the center of a nearby, 

rival polity.  

The new NSF-

funded project will begin 

evaluating these alternate 

possibilities. All Formative 

period monumental centers 

will be documented by lidar 

during March of 2015 and 

visited this summer to deter-

mine their regional distribu-

tion in relation to Izapa and 

Las Viudas. But settlement 

patterns alone are not 

enough to establish the polit-

ical hierarchy of sites. There-

fore, this fall Rosenswig has 

submitted a series of new 

grants to provide an inde-

pendent test of the political 

position of Las Viudas by 

documenting whether it has 

stone stelae and altars like 

the 100s known from Izapa. 

Stay tuned to find out what 

the settlement patterns tell 

us and if we get funded to 

document new stelae. 

Rosenswig was 

awarded a new 

National Sci-

ence Founda-

tion grant to 

continue lidar 

and settlement 

survey in the 

Soconusco re-

gion of Mexico 
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Jeff Bryant 

began his doc-

toral studies at 

UAlbany dur-

ing the fall 

semester with 

the intent to 

study archae-

ology in the 

Mixteca Alta. His masters 

level research was focused 

on studying the Classic Maya 

in Belize using soils and X-

Ray Fluorescence Spectrom-

etry (XRF). However, this 

summer took him to the 

opposite side of the planet.  

As a winner of the Sally Cas-

anova Pre-Doctoral Scholar-

ship from the California State 

University Chancellor's Of-

fice, he was funded to work 

as an intern for Dr. Ian Hod-

der, at Çatalhöyük in Turkey 

during the summer of 2014.  

In addition to excavating for 

Dr. Hodder, he assisted Ma-

ya archaeologist Dr. Keith 

Prufer on XRF analysis of 

domestic spaces, and was 

trained in macrobotanical 

methods.   

 During the fall se-

mester Jeff co-presented 

with Rebecca Mendelsohn 

and Caroline Antonelli  in an 

AGSO sponsored workshop 

on current chemical and bio-

logical sampling methods in 

archaeology.  Jeff is interest-

ed in combining paleobotany 

with his soils and XRF back-

ground to investigate periods 

of environmental stability and 

change in the Mixteca Alta.  

Jeff would particularly like to 

investigate the period of 

Spanish contact, and the en-

vironmental effect of the 

transformation of the econo-

my to a center of Sheep pro-

duction. 

 In the spring Jeff is 

planning his inaugural archae-

ological fieldwork in Oaxaca, 

under the advisement of Dr. 

Veronica Pérez Rodríguez, at 

the Mixteca site of Cerro 

Jazmín.  While there, he will 

export sediment samples 

ahead of flying to the Univer-

sity of Leicester in the Unit-

ed Kingdom. Once in the UK 

he will work with Dr. Juan 

Berrio on a paleobotanical 

analysis the of samples from 

Cerro Jazmín, with the intent 

of collaborating on a publica-

tion. 

IMS Student Associates 

Jeff Bryant 

Caroline Antonelli 

Doctoral candidate Caroline 

Antonelli is poised to receive 

an NSF doctoral dissertation 

improvement grant that will 

enable her to evaluate the 

sustainability of diverse agri-

cultural systems employed by 

farmers in pre-modern urban 

settings in the vicinity of Ma-

yapán, Yucatan, Mexico. An-

tonelli’s dissertation project, 

entitled “Agrarian Founda-

tions of Mayapan” will adopt 

a geoarchaeological perspec-

tive in focusing on soil quality 

and anthropogenic impacts 

to local landscapes and soil 

through time. Her interdisci-

plinary study also incorpo-

rates ethnoarchaeology in its 

consideration of traditional 

farming practices today. Her 

primary methods will include 

soil classification, soil chemis-

try analysis and the use of 

satellite and LiDAR imagery; 

her ArcGIS-aided recon-

struction of the cultivation 

potential of this region had 

important applications for 

modern land use. The study 

area was long thought to be 

of dismal agrarian potential, 

despite the seeming contra-

diction that this zone was 

home to numerous large 

cities and extensive rural 

populations through time, 

including the present day. 

 Caroline has also 

spent the last year writing 

and teaching. She just fin-

ished teaching a class at Un-

ion College this past fall in 

Economic Anthropology and 

has plans to begin work with 

David Gillikin at the Union 

College Stable Isotope La-

boratory this Spring, analyz-

ing soil samples from Mexico. 

This fall at the University at 

Albany, Caroline trained and 

supervised two anthropology 

undergraduate interns, Mollie 

Beitch and Melisa Philips in 

archaeological lab techniques 

including macrobotanical and 

spatial analysis. This upcom-

ing summer, Caroline will 

direct her own dissertation 

field research, and then will 

join her advisor, Marilyn Mas-

son, along with Timothy 

Hare, Carlos Peraza Lope, 

and Bradley Russell as a field 

director for their ongoing 

research on the Economic 

Foundations of Mayapan. 

 

Jeff excavating in Belize 

Caroline sorting soil 

samples in the Tel-

chaquillo laboratory.   
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Crystal Sheedy 

Crystal is 

now in her 

third year of 

the PhD 

program. 

Her re-

search focuses on identifying 

the changes and continuities 

within work patterns and 

cultural linguistics practices 

of Mayas from the Yucatán 

Peninsula. This past year, 

Crystal was awarded the 

Karen R. Hitchcock New 

Frontiers Grant through the 

Initiatives for Women from 

the University at Albany, 

which helped fund her trip to 

Xocén this past summer. 

Building upon her findings 

from the previous summer’s 

fieldwork (2013), she was 

able to reconnect with her 

participants from her MA 

thesis work and began to 

deepen the relationships with 

her participants that she met 

in summer 2013. She also 

was able to expand her 

knowledge about govern-

ment-sponsored develop-

ment initiatives that are cur-

rently happening in the vil-

lage. Although brief, her time 

in Xocén this past summer 

was very fulfilling, and she is 

looking forward to conduct-

ing her ethnographic field-

work for her dissertation in 

the upcoming year.  

 

 

Mounia El Kotni 

After successfully defending 

her dissertation proposal 

early Fall 2014, Mounia El 

Kotni is currently conducting 

fieldwork in Chiapas, Mexico, 

with traditional midwives 

from the Organization of 

Indigenous Doctors of Chia-

pas (OMIECH). Her doctoral 

dissertation, “Porque Tienen 

Mucho Derecho: Parteras, Bio-

medical Training, and the 

Vernacularization of Human 

Rights in Chiapas” analyzes 

how government trainings in 

obstetrics impact traditional 

midwives’ (parteras) practic-

es, and how parteras from 

OMIECH resist such train-

ings on the grounds of hu-

man rights. As a volunteer at   

 OMIECH’s Women and 

Midwives Section, Mounia 

helps organizing health work-

shops in indigenous commu-

nities of Chiapas, as well as 

looking for funding for the 

Section’s activities.  

 Since the beginning 

of her fieldwork, Mounia has 

made contact with various 

traditional midwives, non-

governmental organizations, 

and doctors in wom-

en’s hospitals in the 

town of San Cristóbal 

de Las Casas, Chiapas. 

In San Cristóbal, 

Mounia is also partici-

pating in a medical 

anthropology seminar 

on midwifery at the 

research center PRO-

IMMSE-UNAM.  
In continuity with her previ-

ous work at UAlbany’s Insti-

tute for Mesoamerican Stud-

ies, Mounia, along with Dr. 

Walter Little and Ashley 

Bishop, participated in the 

Primer Encuentro de Textiles 

Mesoamericanos in Oaxaca in 

October 2014, to present on 

the IMS’ Triqui textile collec-

tion (see page 2).  
 

Mounia (left) and Micaela Icó Bau-

tista (center) in one of OMIECH’s 

workshops on reproductive health 

(Simojovel, Chiapas).  

Former 

DeCormier re-

cipient Mounia 

is currently con-

ducting field-

work in Chia-

pas for her dis-

sertation re-

search on mid-

wives’ practices 

and govern-

ment health 

initiatives 

Weavers in the Yucatan 



John’s 

dissertation 

research is 

being funded by 

The Fulbright 

Association 

Grant for his 

research about 

cultural politics 

of teachers and 

schools in 

Nahualá, 

Guatemala 
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In the last academic year, 

Brynna completed her Mas-

ter’s Thesis, "Museum Repre-

sentation: Ethnostatic Repre-

sentations of Culture", which 

focuses on the ways and 

models of displaying indige-

nous art objects.  The prima-

ry object was to determine 

what methods are utilized to 

categorize an object as art, 

artifact, and to some degree 

commodity.  The framework 

Brynna laid out in her thesis 

is helping to guide her disser-

tation research, in which she 

is hoping to expand upon 

museum display poli-

tics.  Brynna is currently 

teaching "Introduction to 

Cultural Anthropology at 

Skidmore College", and will 

be teaching "Non-Western 

Art Objects and Artifacts in 

the Museum" at SUNY Alba-

ny this upcoming Spring. 

Brynna Tussey 

For the past 

two years, 

James has 

been con-

ducting eth-

nographic 

fieldwork for 

his disserta-

tion, which is examining the 

challenges Mexican migrants 

face living and working as 

farmworkers in the Hudson 

Valley without legal immigra-

tion authorization.  His re-

search focused primarily on 

how migrant farmworkers 

worked with local clinic out-

reach workers to overcome 

barriers in achieving access 

to healthcare services.  With 

the help of the DeCormier 

grant, as well as a disserta-

tion grant from the Health 

Initiative of the Americas, 

James spent many hours driv-

ing with outreach workers as 

they made their rounds back 

and forth between farms, 

clinics, labor camps, and hos-

pitals, all the while talking 

and listening to farmworkers 

and outreach workers telling 

their stories, the problems 

they face, and the ways that 

they find to navigate the 

complex landscape of living 

without papers and the 

equally complex landscape of 

the US healthcare system.  In 

addition to working with and 

observing clinic staff, James 

also spent a season working 

part-time on an onion and 

lettuce farm in Orange coun-

ty, NY.  Working daily with 

the crew planting, weeding, 

picking, sorting, and packing 

gave James an inside perspec-

tive to the difficult nature of 

farmwork.  Finally, James 

assisted on several research 

projects with the New York 

Center for Agricultural Medi-

cine and Health, an occupa-

tional health organization, 

trying to find creative solu-

tions to increasing the health 

and safety of farmworkers in 

the region. 

James Shuford 

James Shuford: Putting the 

“field” back in fieldwork 

 

This past year Emi To-

maszewski conducted field-

work at the Mixtec site of 

Cerro Jazmin, Oaxaca. She 

will be writing my MA thesis 

on lithics used in textile pro-

duction at a Postclassic 

house on Cerro Jazmin.  

Her primary interests are 

Aztec archaeology and the 

Nahuatl language. For her 

doctoral dissertation, she 

hopes to conduct fieldwork 

at an Aztec site. 

Emi Tomaszewski 

Emi at the Templo Mayor Brynna com-

pleted her MA 

thesis 

“Museum Rep-

resentation: 

Ethnostatic 

Representa-

tions of Cul-

ture” 



 

The new IMS website is now 

live! Visit us at: http://

www.albany.edu/ims/ 
If you would like to share 

projects with the IMS com-

munity or update your cur-

rent profiles, please contact 

us at ims@albany.edu . 
 
We are also looking for pic-

tures for the new webpages 

and our Facebook page, so 

please share your best shot 

from the field with us!  

You can email your pictures 

or post them on our Face-

book page: 

(www.facebook.com/

IMSUAlbany) 
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The summer of 

2014 marked the first year of 

the Chiquilistagua Archaeo-

logical Field School directed 

by Justin Lowry (PhD 2013) 

and Jason Paling (MA 2007, 

PhD candidate) and included 

undergraduate students from 

George Mason Universi-

ty.  The goals of the 

Chiquilistagua Archaeological 

Project are to explore and 

investigate settlements in the 

so-called “intermediate 

zone,” a diverse ecological 

and cultural area that 

stretches from the southern 

Maya periphery in Honduras 

and El Salvador to the north-

ern edges of the Great Ni-

coya region. Their investiga-

tions in Nicaragua are con-

centrated primarily in central 

Nicaragua from the south-

western edge of Lake Mana-

gua to the Pacific Ocean. The 

intent of the project is to 

test the validity of models 

proposing an association of 

this area with the economic 

and political periphery of the 

southern Mesoamerican peo-

ple and cultures. Archaeolog-

ical investigations of a recent-

ly discovered pre–Columbian 

settlement in Chiquilistagua, 

Nicaragua will help to con-

tribute to our understanding 

of the variety of cultural di-

versity found throughout 

Central America. Our long 

term research goal is to doc-

ument household activities 

among sites located near and 

around the present day town 

of Chiquilistagua; a settle-

ment located approximately 

six kilometers southwest of 

the present day capital of 

Managua. The town and site 

are located on the border 

between the Nicaragua De-

pression and the Pacific Vol-

canic Cordillera 

     During the course of the 

2014 Archaeological Field 

program Lowry, Paling and 

crew to conducted excava-

tions, carried out laboratory 

analysis and conservation 

techniques common to most 

archaeological research pro-

jects.  In addition to the nor-

mal project investigations the 

students had the opportunity 

to travel to Diriamba, the 

Catarina overlook, Masaya, El 

Crucero, Acahualinca, Gre-

nada, Managua, Gruta de 

Xavier, as well as Managua’s 

new waterfront  pavilion, 

Puerto Salvador Allende, and 

the ruins of Samosa’s presi-

dential palace.  Students also 

took time to see museum 

exhibits at Acahualinca, Cen-

tro Cultural Convento San 

Francisco, Mi Museo, and at 

the National Museum and 

the National Palace.  They 

also toured a local organic 

coffee plantation and ob-

served the preparation and 

production of a small-scale 

local, finca.  They were able 

to attend a baseball game and 

note the similar and different 

rituals associated with the 

sport, then take a ride on a 

zip line across one of the 

volcanic lakes in downtown 

Managua.   

Justin Lowry and Jason Paling 

Paling (third from left) 

and Lowry (third from 

right) and the George 

Mason University 

Chiquilistagua Archaeo-

logical Field School 

Students and Excavation 

Supervisors laying out a 

2 x 2 meter unit  
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THE INSTITUTE FOR 

MESOAMERICAN 

STUDIES 
 IMS is grateful for the numerous small donations that we have regularly received from 

current and former IMS faculty and students, and from friends of Mesoamerican studies general-

ly, to support IMS-sponsored research and publication activities.  

The national economic downturn has affected our general resources for this work. It has partic-

ularly affected endowments. For IMS, it is the DeCormier endowment that is most seriously 

affected. For more than 30 years, this fund has supported dissertation field work by graduate 

students in Mesoamerican studies -- sometimes enough to complete dissertation work, often a 

basis for pilot studies that have led to successful applications for larger external grants.  

 For many years, IMS has generally been able to support dissertation field work by two 

graduate students every year. For the immediate future, the likelihood is that this fund will pro-

vide significantly reduced levels of support for dissertation research. For those who are able, 

your contributions can help to renew this important part of the infrastructure for Mesoameri-

canist research.  
 Donations to the Institute for Mesoamerican Studies, the DeCormier Endowment, or 

to the Mesoamerica Endowment can be sent by check to the Institute for Mesoamerican Studies 

at the address on the left. All donations go to support student research.  

Giving to IMS: Support the DeCormier  Scholarship Fund  

The Institute of Mesoamerican Studies 

We are on the web 

Visit us at 

http://www.albany.edu/ims/  

The Institute for Mesoamerican Studies (IMS) is a nonprofit scholarly research center dedicated 

to the study and dissemination of knowledge about the ancient and modern peoples and cul-

tures of Mesoamerica (Mexico and northern Central America).  

 
Since 1975, IMS helps coordinate the work of the Mesoamerican faculty at the University at 

Albany – SUNY. We have the largest number of full-time Mesoamericanists of any institution 

north of Mexico, and our members are among the most active and prominent scholars in the 

field of Mesoamerican anthropology. The primary activities of IMS are research and publication.  

IMS has three publication series.  
The IMS Monograph Series (http://www.albany.edu/ims/monographs.html) is intended primarily 

for the dissemination of descriptive studies requiring large-format images.  

 
IMS Studies on Culture and Society (http://www.albany.edu/ims/culture&soc.html ) tends to be 

more interpretive works. Volumes in these series are distributed by the University Press of Col-

orado, alongside its respected Mesoamerican Worlds series.  

 
The IMS Occasional Publications Series (http://www.albany.edu/ims/occ_pubs.html) are technical 

reports, published on demand or available for download on the IMS website; For more infor-

mation please contact us at ims@albany.edu, or by telephone at (518) 442-4722.  

 
To order books from the IMS Monograph Series or the IMS Studies on Culture and Society, 

please visit http://www.upcolorado.com/  

 

Upcoming publications 

 
BASIC K’ICHEE’ GRAMMAR (Revised Edition) by James L. Mondloch, forthcoming, Institute for 

Mesoamerican Studies and the University of Colorado Press. 

 
INDIGENOUS BODIES/MAYA MINDS: RELIGION AND MODERNITY IN A TRANSNATION-

AL K’ICHE’ COMMUNITY by C. James MacKenzie, forthcoming, Institute for Mesoamerican 

Studies and the University of Colorado Press. 

IMS Publications 
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