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The Fall 2010 Energy Campaign 

is currently underway!  Every 

fall, the Energy Campaign chal-

lenges students to reduce elec-

tricity consumption while also 

having the chance to earn awe-

some prizes for their dorms.  In 

addition, the staff and faculty 

are asked to help reduce con-

sumption in the academic build-

ings. As of week five, our cam-

pus has reduced our energy con-

sumption by 7%.  

This campaign is slightly differ-

ent than previous campaigns, in 

that this year we will be moni-

toring total electrical consump-

tion of our support buildings in-

cluding University Hall, SEFCU 

and the PE building.  Also new 

this year is live meter readings 

which are available online.  So if 

you have ever wondered how 

much energy is being used on 

the podium in the middle of the 

night when nobody is 

around, or how 

much energy your dorm uses 

during the day when most resi-

dents are at class or work, this 

information is now easily acces-

sible at  http://www.albany.edu/

gogreen/energy-campaign-

description2.shtml 

 

Our goal is to achieve a 10% re-

duction campus wide in the ten 

week time period of the chal-

lenge.  In 

the up-

coming 

weeks, we 

will be 

dorm 

storming 

all of the 

residences 

to promote energy awareness.  

We will be putting up stickers to 

remind you to conserve energy, 

and also handing out CFL light 

bulbs.  Weekly updates will be 

posted on our website so that 

you can track how well your 

residence is doing.  Good luck 

to all residences, and may the 

best conserver win!  

BY POPULAR DEMAND 

ELECTRONICS RECYCLING ON 
OCTOBER 20.  SEE PAGE  TWO 
FOR DETAILS 
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CLIP OUT AND POST 
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Volume 4, Issue 1 Page 3 

This November 8 

through 12, we will be 

hosting Campus Sus-

tainability Week.  There 

will be various events on 

campus with informa-

tional tables during the 

day on the LC concourse and a movie viewing and discus-

sion each evening in the Quads.  Each day will have a theme 

including topics such as alternative energy, conservation of 

resources, pollution awareness, and sustainable transporta-

tion.  Planning in underway for events so check back at our 

website for more details.  If interested in helping out, con-

tact the office at gogreen@albany.edu 

Campus Sustainability Week Coming this Spring 

Spring is always a busy time 

for the office.  Here is  list of 

our scheduled events: 

Recyclemania 

The national recycling compe-

tition from late February to 

early April. 

Earth Love 101  

Our earth day celebration. 

This year we will combine 

forces with the EAP Wellness 

Fair for a large event on April 

14th. 

Shredding day  

Our annual spring tradition 

co-sponsored with EAP.  The 

mobile shredding unit will be 

on campus to take care of all 

your sensitive papers. 

Clean  up day 

Another tradition in late 

April. Spruce up the campus 

for graduation. 

Give and Go 

Our move out program in Mid 

May that collects donations 

for local charities.   

Help plan spring programs 

Help is needed to plan two events we would like to hold this 

spring.  The first is a student sustainability conference.  

This will bring together college students from across the 

Capital Region to discuss what they are doing, share ideas 

and learn from each other. 

The second is a glee off.  This will pit performing groups 

against each other in sustainably themed routines. 

If you would like to help plan either of these, send an email 

to gogreen@albany.edu 



Erase the Waste—Crew does their part 

Combining athletics with sustainability may 

seem a bit odd to some at first, but it’s actually 

very simple as the UAlbany Crew team al-

ready knows.  Recently, new indoor rowing 

machines were purchased and the Crew team 

took the time to make an environmentally 

smart purchase.  Instead of using batteries or 

electricity to power the monitors on the rowing 

machines, they are powered by a rechargeable 

battery pack that gets recharged each time a 

person uses the rowing machines.  While the 

students are rowing, a turbine spins which 

generates the needed power to run the moni-

tor and recharge the battery.  Think of it as a wind turbine, only it uses energy created from 

rowing instead of wind.  With the old rowing machines, batteries had to be replaced at least 

five or six times each year.  This eliminates battery waste and the resulting pollution. Way to 

go crew!! Thanks for doing your part to erase the waste.   

FREE REGISTRATION WILL EX-

PIRE SOON.  

Want to have the ability to use a car 

whenever you need it, but without the ex-

pense of owning a car? Car sharing allows 

members of the UAlbany community to 

rent a car on an hourly basis. This is 

available to anyone 18 and up with a 

driver's license, including freshman! To 

register go to: www.connectbyhertz.com 

and become a member. If you sign up by 

October 31, the fee is waived.  

Students use code 1888491 and 

 Faculty/Staff use code 1887861  
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Don’t Forget! Starting 
this semester your 
SUNY card allows 
you to ride any CDTA 
bus for FREE! 

Ride the bus and save 
the environment one 
swipe at a time! 

DEADLINE EXTENDED FOR 

CAR SHARE REGISTRATION 



Our Campus Bookstore is Going Green! 

From Minimum Wage to Living Wage 

Any person who once had a minimum wage job knows 

that it’s barely a living wage.  While minimum wage 

may be good for those who are looking to earn a little 

extra cash, it does not sustain a family.  A family earn-

ing only minimum wage rarely rises above poverty.  If 

you had the opportunity to buy a product, at relatively 

the same price, from a company that paid their workers 

a living wage rather than minimum wages would you? 

That’s the concept behind Alta Gracia, a factory located 

in the Dominican Republic that provides workers with a 

living wage (which is three times the minimum wage 

being paid by other factories in the area), a clean and 

safe working environment and allows workers to join 

unions.   The factory is owned by Knight’s Apparel, 

which is the leading supplier of college-logo apparel. 

Knight’s Apparel is taking in less profit at the Alta Gra-

cia factory, with the hopes that since the extra cost is 

not put onto the consumer, consumers will purchase re-

sponsibly.  The prices are the same amount as a Nike or 

Champion article of clothing. Alta Gracia sweatshirts 

start at $34.98 and t-shirts start at $17.98.  Often sus-

tainable products end up costing the consumer more 

money.  The goal is to turn Alta Gracia into a brand 

name that consumers will recognize and purchase.  

There are tons of sustainable brands out there, but Alta 

Gracia intends on taking it to the next level, which 

could be just what consumers need to be motivated to 

purchase sustainably.  So next time you’re in our cam-

pus book store looking to purchase UAlbany apparel, 

look for Alta Gracia because sustainability starts with 

YOU! 

The UAlbany Bookstore is        

currently carrying Alta Gracia 

sweatshirts, which start at $34.98 

and t-shirts which start at $17.98 

Check out 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

8hVFDlcB6z8 to see the impact       

responsible consumerism has on 

the lives of Alta Gracia’s workers. 
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Another way our bookstore is going 

green– while also saving students 

money—is the new textbook rental 

program. Instead of purchasing 

textbooks, student can now rent 

them for the length of the semes-

ter.  Rental books can be written in 

and highlighted, just as you would 

if you purchased the book.  The cost 

of renting a book is typically 50% 

less than the cost of a new book.  

Financial aid can be used to pay for 

rentals, and at the end of the se-

mester you can even return your 

books by mail!  The book store will  

send you a reminder e-mail during 

finals, so you don’t forget to return 

the rental book..   



A Green Machine:  
A Call for Greener Departments 
There’s a lot of talk on campus about going green with individuals recycling bottles, pa-

per, carpooling, borrowing bikes and responding to calls for as well as competitions to re-

duce electricity use, but going green as a department or university may not seem as easy 

as an individual choosing to drop a can in a recycling bin they happen to pass.  Going 

green isn’t hard, but it is a culture change—something we have to commit to doing and 

something we need to encourage others to do.  The Department of Languages, Literatures 

and Cultures (LLC) has committed to becoming greener.  Here are some ways we’re work-

ing toward that goal.  

 

Two years ago Joane MacMillan became certified as the sustainability coordinator for the 

Humanities building (home to LLC), something she’s really taken to heart.  Sustainability 

coordinators encourage their departments and others to work toward being more green.  

Sometimes you need a coach—to win a football game, to get into shape or to go green.  

Joane’s working on us. 

 

Everyone knows to put trash in trash cans.  It’s almost as easy to drop recyclables in recy-

cling bins and most are happy to do so if these are convenient.  Many of us remember the 

energy conservation campaigns of the 70’s, some are heir to family habits of recycling and 

reusing resulting from the Depression or wars, and often we recycle at home.  Using these 

already ingrained habits and ideas can be powerful aids in going green in the workplace.  

Humanities now has several recycling bins on different floors—easy locations to pass and 

drop off recyclables.  Sharing where these are and encouraging colleagues and students to 

use them is a good first step. 

 

LLC reuses and then recycles paper.  By our copier is a box for unwanted (non-sensitive) 

printed pages.  Someone else can use the unprinted side.  Reusing paper includes left-

overs from the paper cutter which are put in a bin for anyone who needs scrap paper.  We 

print drafts of documents on reused paper and use scraps to leave messages.  Bins for pa-

per that’s been reused and is ready for recycling are nearby. 

 

While the computer age promised less paper use, most of us find it’s added to it and find-

ing ways to reduce its use is difficult.  Using specific department shared drives where 

minutes, agendas and other documents are readily available and posted for specific 

groups can make a difference.  We have also been developing our website into a tool the 

department can use to easily access information, further reducing the need to keep paper 

copies on hand and decreasing the need for revised copies whenever there are changes. 

 

Our copier used to require a complete paper copy to be placed in the handler before a 

multi-page item could be emailed from it.  Now, with the addition of a quick (and free!) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Page 6 Sustainability Bulletin 



software upgrade, we can scan multiple pages and send the job to an email address without 

having to first print a hard copy. 

Empty paper cartons, supply boxes, mailed boxes and shipping materials are kept for fac-

ulty, staff and students to use when mailing or moving items.  The supply usually dwindles 

at the holidays and at semester breaks. 

 

Our biannual newsletter is now being sent electronically to many on campus as well as to 

our alumni and friends who request it in that format.  It’s less expensive than printing and 

doesn’t waste resources.  Readers can always find a full-color copy on our website too. 

 

LLC has a long history of working with Surplus on campus and at Harriman to reuse office 

furniture.  If we can’t use it, someone else can.  There are some fairly good second-hand 

items there.  One man’s trash really is another’s treasure! Every so often the office makes a 

recall request for unneeded office supplies.  Pens, highlighters, paperclips, rubber bands, 

envelopes, etc. can accumulate and people don’t know what to do with the surplus.  Recalls 

help reduce the overall budget by redistributing these supplies.  Checking with other de-

partments for surplus can also be beneficial.  Campus mail envelopes, for example, tend to 

collect in some offices. Toners from printers and copy machines can be recycled here at the 

University.  LLC has made a more conscious effort to do so. 

 

This past year we collected books no longer wanted by faculty and staff and sent these to a 

new library in Haiti.  Turns out there are a variety of organizations that welcome book do-

nations.  For more information visit:  www.adoptalibrary.org/.  LLC has also coordinated 

used clothing and household goods drives for those in need.  Several organizations welcome 

such donations, including the Albany and Schenectady City Missions (http://

www.capitalcityrescuemission.com/ and http://www.citymission.com/) and Refugee Services 

(http://refugeesalbany.org).  

 

Turning lights off in rooms not being used and half the hallway lights over summer and 

winter breaks, weekends, holidays and evenings is fairly simple, but if done across multiple 

units, can make a difference.  LLC’s doing our share. 

 

While LLC’s just beginning to go green, we’re glad to be making a difference.  Maybe some 

of the ideas above will resonate with your department and you’ll try a few too.  If your de-

partment has other green ideas or practices, share them with the Sustainability Newsletter 

so everyone can benefit from your experiences.  Every little bit counts and with all of us 

contributing and changing our university’s culture, UAlbany can become a green machine. 

 

Janna Harton 

Assistant to the Chair 

Languages, Literatures and Cultures 

Volume 4, Issue 1 Page 7 

http://www.adoptalibrary.org/
http://www.capitalcityrescuemission.com/
http://www.capitalcityrescuemission.com/
http://www.citymission.com/
http://www.refugeesalbany.org/


Our Natural Resources 

Page 8 Sustainability Bulletin 

Where Did The Trees Go? 

As many students walked past Dutch Quad 

for the first time this semester, they noticed 

something was missing.  That something 

was a good amount of trees that were in-

between the Quad and the Podium.  A look 

around the entire campus reveals that along 

with the vast amount of construction going 

on, many trees are being removed.  While on 

the surface, this may seem counter to pre-

serving our resources, much of the tree re-

moval is a step towards making a healthier 

ecosystem on campus.  This is because over 

70% of our evergreen trees have developed 

diplodia.  This is a fungus common to our 

area that kills the needles of pine trees.  

Since we have a monoculture of trees, this 

has caused the rapid spread of this disease 

across campus. The trees being removed will  

ultimately will be replaced with a greater  

biodiversity of trees to prevent a disease like 

diplodia from spreading again. The trees 

that are being removed will be turned into 

wood chips for landscaping and bedding by 

local businesses, 

which was deemed 

to be the most sus-

tainable option.   

Dutch Quad is now 

the blueprint for a 

more pedestrian 

friendly area by the 

quads. Planting in this area will continue 

through the fall.  The fence has come down 

so get out an enjoy the new commons area. 

Rain Garden at Alumni House 

On Monday October 3rd, two of our council 

chairs, Jeremy Grunstra and Cassidy Drasser 

along with sustain-

ability coordinators 

Colin Quinn, Julie 

Anne Crisafulli and 

David Burz helped 

plant our campus’ 

first rain garden. 

This project was 

sponsored by the Al-

bany County Storm Water Coalition in conjunc-

tion with Albany County Soil Water Conserva-

tion District and Albany 

County Master Garden-

ers.  Raingardens provide 

a natural and sustain-

able way to filter pollu-

tion from stormwater.  

They are placed by imper-

vious surfaces (roofs, park-

ing lots, roads, etc.) and they absorb the excess 

water reducing both contamination and flood-

ing. While this was the first rain garden for our 

campus, it is 

the sixth rain 

garden in Al-

bany County.   

A very special 

thank you to 

Nancy 

Heinzen, Coor-

dinator of the 

Albany County 

Storm  Water 

Coalition who pro-

vided the grant 

that purchased the plants for the garden.    

Prepping the area 

Completed garden 

Thanks to our volunteers! 



 Keep up to date on sustainability events 
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Get Involved! 

Sustainability Coordinators 

Sustainability coordinators are faculty and staff 

who would like to participate in the sustainability 

movement. Our next meeting will be held on      

November 2nd at noon in University Hall 306.  

 

Sustainability Council 

Are you student interested in helping out with the 

sustainability movement? Then join the sustain-

ability council. The next meeting will be held on 

Friday, October 29th at 3 pm in University Hall 

306. If you can't make the meeting but are inter-

ested, contact the office at gogreen@albany.edu  

Did You Know???? 

That in addition to our web page, you can follow us on Twitter,     

Facebook and our blog? All are updated daily and it’s the easiest 

way to be up to speed with us!  See below to get connected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office of Environmental Sustainability 

Contact info: 

University  Hall 212 

University at Albany 
1400 Washington Ave 
Albany, NY 12222 

Phone: 

(518) 956-8120 

Fax: 

(518) 956-8121 

E-mail: 
gogreen@albany.edu  

Web Site: 
www.albany.edu/gogreen  

 Blog: 

http://
ualbanygreenscene.wordpress.com/ 

 

Director: Mary Ellen Mallia 

mmallia@uamail.albany.edu 

 

Search for the UAlbany 

Green Scene Page 

Search using keyword:  

UAGreenScene 

Check out our blog at: 

http://ualbanygreenscene.

wordpress.com/ 

Newsletter Contributors: 

Jessica Wysocki 

Janna Harton 

Mary Ellen Mallia 

http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/environmental-sustainability-coordinators.shtml
mailto:mmallia@uamail.albany.edu
http://www.albany.edu/gogreen
http://www.facebook.com/uagreenscene
http://twitter.com/uagreenscene
http://ualbanygreenscene.wordpress.com/

