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Reflections on the academic year 
A Message from the Director of  

Environmental Sustainability 

Sorting donations    

during the Give and Go 

program 

Congratulations to all of our council members and office staff that 

have graduated.   Special thanks to the following for their service: 

Marcos Abad   Hillary Closs  Alexis Medina 

Arefur Chowdhury  Jaimie Hackett Jessica Wysocki  

The spring semester was certainly a full one and 

the length of this bulletin is a testament to that.  

The student sustainability council really stepped 

up this semester putting on many outstanding 

events, including the inaugural Capital District 

Student Sustainability Conference.  The clothing 

exchange at our Spring Awakening event and the 

Give and Go both had banner years in terms of 

participation and donations collected.  Nanotech 

is emerging as the focal point of next generation 

solar research and manufacturing.  You can read 

all about these stories and more in this issue of 

our bulletin.  Everyone have a restful summer.     

Mary Ellen 

Mary Ellen Mallia 
Director of Environmental Sustainability 

mailto:mmallia@uamail.albany.edu
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The Give and Go program returned 

for its fourth year, providing       

students with an opportunity to   

donate unwanted, gently used items 

from their dorms to charity rather 

than throwing them out.  This 

year’s response was the best yet 

with students providing numerous 

donations at all 5 quads and Empire 

Commons on May 11, 12 and 13.  

Thanks to all for contributing!! 
 

Your contributions helped the following charities: 

First Lutheran Homeless Shelter 

US Committee on Refugees and Immigrants (USCRI) 

Capital City Rescue Mission 

Peppertree Animal Rescue 

Goodwill 

 

Check out the life of your donation after it leaves UAlbany at: 

http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/documents/USCRI.pdf 

 

Sponsorship of 

this program 

was provided 

by:  

Some of the items collected 

for the USCRI 

Above: Electronics  

collected.  A working 

microwave was pulled 

from one of the     

dumpsters! 

Collection of waste baskets, 

shower caddies, storage bins 

and laundry hampers 

Above and 

left: Clothes 

and boxes of 

food for the 

Capital City 

Rescue   

Mission 

Donations for Peppertree 

animal rescue 

Recap of  Spring Events 
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World Climate Simulation 
On April 3rd, students from Professor Eliot Rich’s systems class and 

several sustainability council members gathered to conduct a world 

climate simulation.  This involved role playing as negotiators in a cli-

mate change summit.  Each person is assigned to a group (developed, 

developing and undeveloped country) and 

this group will then propose changes in their 

global emissions based on certain parame-

ters given their role.  The proposed changes 

are then fed into a computer model which will calculate the expected 

results on the world temperature.  This exercise provided excellent 

insight into the level of dramatic change that will be needed to avert 

severe climatic consequences in the future.  This was an extremely 

informative activity which we hope to do 

again in the future.   

 

If you are a faculty member and would like to develop, participate or 

discuss  sustainability issues around academic endeavors, please 

join our THINKGREEN list serv. Request to be added by contacting 

Mary Ellen at mmallia@uamail.albany.edu 

 

The developed nations: notice how they each have 

their own space, water and food. 

Above: The developing nations group.  This was 

the most populated with some resources but not 

enough for everyone to have their own.  At least 

they had a table and water , unlike the undevel-

oped nations group (see inset).  This set up       

reflects the actual  population and resources 

available to each group in today’s world. 

Professor Rich  



Recyclemania 2011 
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Our Final Rankings for the official 8 week program: 

Recyclable Materials (National) 105th out of 363 (185,660 pounds) 

Recyclable Materials (State) 7th out of 23 

Recyclables Per Person (National) 188th out of 363 ( 9.68 pounds per person) 

Recyclables Per Person (State) 18th out of 23 

Recyclemania wrapped up it’s fifth year here at UAlbany.  This year we recycled over 230,000 

pounds of recyclables on campus during the ten week period.  In addition, we donated many 

pounds of returnables to the Music Mobile as a result of collection drives at the basketball 

games, Empire Apartments and in the dining hall during competition week.  Colonial Quad  

beat perennial powerhouse Indian Quad to come out on top at the quad competition held dur-

ing the last week of March.  They won a Kinect Xbox system for their efforts and we’ll get you 

the trophy once we “find” it at Indian, or are they just having a hard time saying goodbye to it? 

Our congrats go out to Union College who was number one in the nation for most recyclables 

per person. They racked up an impressive 55.69 pounds per person (compared to just 9.68  for 

UAlbany).  Thanks to all who participated this year and we’ll do it again in the spring! 

Empire Commons  

Electricity Bills  The 2010-2011 Residential Life Learning      

Outcomes Showcase Award Winners for Positive 

Contribution to a Sustainable Environment are: 

Gold: Nicole Novroski for “Plant your Way to a 

Healthier Space” (University Apartments) 

Silver: Wade Shute for “Defeat the Meat” (State 

Quad) 

Bronze: Margaret Pelchat for “It’s a Jungle Out 

There: (Alumni Quad) 

Congratulations to all!!! 

Learning Outcomes Showcase 

The winners for the apartments that had 

the greatest decline in electricity use     

between March and April were: 

F2 105  decreasing 517 kWh 

C2 104 decreasing 426 kWh 

C1 201 decreasing 413 kWh 

Congratulations and thank you for        

reducing your impact. 

Recap of  Spring Events 
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Community Engagement: Go Green Night 

The Office of Environmental Sustainability     

participated in Woestina Elementary’ s Go Green 

night.  Stations were set up to help the students 

learn more about conservation of  resources.  Dur-

ing the day, the students held an assembly      

promoting the evening events.  At the assembly, 

the principal read Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax and the 

students performed the Recycling Rap.  The     

students had a lot of  fun and we were glad to 

help spread the word about environmental sus-

tainability. 

This display showed how many gallons of 

water the typical shower takes. 

Earth Friendly face painting and 

temporary tattoos were a big hit! 

This station demonstrated the amount of 

power used by common appliances. 

Right: The stu-

dents used dis-

carded buttons 

to make jewelry 

and bottle caps 

to make refriger-

ator magnets. 

This was the recycling relay race.  The team that put 

the items in the correct bins in the shortest amount of 

time won.  Hmmm…. Sounds like a good game for the 

Clash of the Quads next fall. 
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The Spring Awakening was a big success bringing together the 

entire campus community to focus on health and wellness for peo-

ple and the planet.  This event was presented by the Office of En-

vironmental Sustainability and the Employee Assistance Program 

with sponsorship from UAS.  Participants enjoyed the many      

exhibitor stands, the farmer’s market and trying grass fed beef 

burgers.  The Clothing Exchange was 

very popular this year.  Many thanks to 

SA for helping to bring awareness about 

the event and providing a prize for the 

largest amount of donations from an    

individual and group.  This year over 30 boxes of items were            

exchanged within our community.  We also donated another 25 boxes 

and over $100 to the Albany City Mission.  The Student                     

Sustainability Fair gave our student groups a chance to highlight 

their green   efforts.  A giant green paw was also on display listing 

what Greek organizations, student groups and individuals are doing 

to help save the planet. Many thanks to Brenda Seckerson and the 

EAP committee, along with our own sustainability coordinators and 

council plus the countless individuals that helped make this such a 

wonderful day!! 

Spring Awakening 

Recap of  Spring Events 

Jim from Altamont Orchards 

Albany Bike Exchange 

demonstration 

Display of clothes and shoppers at the 

clothing exchange 

Loading up donations for the 

Capital City Rescue Mission 
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There were many contests 

held on campus prior to and 

during Spring Awakening, the 

winners of which were          

announced at the event. 

SA Events Coordinator 

Laura Colodner 

Contest Prize  Winner 

Individual Bottle & 

Can collection    

raffle 

Bike Jeff Vargas 

Quad Recycling 

contest 

Kinect 

system 

Colonial 

Scavenger 

hunt/things you do 

to go green 

IPad Jah Barnes 

Individual with 

largest clothing  

donation 

$100 Jeremy 

Grunstra 

Group with largest 

clothing donation 

$500 Delta Phi 

Epsilon 

Spring Awakening Scenes from the Student Sustainability Fair 

IPad winner Jah Barnes poses 

next to the Green Paw 

Above: Middle Earth’s table.  

The Frisbees were made out of 

recycled  material 

Right; Council members give 

out sustainability tips 

Above right: Adding to the 

Green Paw 

Asking recycling trivia 

questions for prizes 

Congrats to Jeff on  

winning the bike.  He 

certainly earned it with 

all the bottles and cans 

he collected. 
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We polled people at this year’s Spring Awakening event on their 

sustainability practices and preferences.  Here are the results: 

Spring Awakening Survey Results 

Recap of  Spring Events 
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Speaking of recycling paper; 

we collected 15,000 pounds 

of paper during our      

shredding day event which 

is the equivalent of planting 

over 100 trees! 



The UAlbany Sustainability Coordinators got a first hand look at the  destination of many of our recy-

cled products at the County Waste facility near the port of Albany.  County Waste contracts with a 

large number of municipalities all over the state.  UAlbany sends its plastic, glass and aluminum to 

this site.  Here are some frequently asked questions about the facility: 

How Much is Really Being Recycled? 

93% of what comes in is recycled, the remaining 7% becomes waste 

The facility employs infrared devices to identify and sort recyclables 

35 tons of material can be processed in one hour 

What Can Be Recycled Through the County Waste Single Stream 

System? 

All bottle caps are recyclable - just  separate them from the bottle 

Broken glass can be put in the re-

cycling bin- no one will get hurt by it 

and it will be broken in the plant any-

way 

Larger metal items are recyclable 

(hangers, grills, metal rods) but they 

cannot go through the machine and so 

they are removed by hand beforehand 

Plastic grocery bags are recyclable but they also cannot go 

through the machine and so are removed by hand before. 

Guide to Removing Food Waste from Recyclables: 

All food containers are recyclable but should be emptied and 

rinsed  

Pizza boxes are recyclable too - a little grease is okay - just remove all pieces of food and the wax  

paper under the pizza but if there are large globs of grease and/or cheese on the box, it is trash 

Things that Cannot be Recycled: 

No Styrofoam recycling is accepted at this time 

Plastic bags from inside cereal boxes are not recyclable at this 

time (but the cereal box is!) 

What are they Doing with the Recyclables? 

A variety of products can be made from the materials. One local com-

pany is taking the broken glass and turning it into sand for gardens 

and glass pebbles  for decorative or paths and gardens. 
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Sustainability Coordinators Tour County Waste Recycling Facilities 

Sustainability Coordinators 

Sustainability coordinators are 

faculty and staff who participate 

in the sustainability movement. 

We meet at 12 pm on the first 

Tuesday of every month during 

the academic year.   The next 

meeting will be held in Septem-

ber.  Please contact Mary Ellen 

at mmallia@uamail.albany.edu  

if you are interested in joining.  

The gang posing in front of 

baled paper 

Sorting chute 

Thanks to Lara Kaye for providing the summary.  

More photos are at our facebook page: UAlbany 

Green Scene 

Recap of  Spring Events 

http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/environmental-sustainability-coordinators.shtml


This fall, we will welcome a new living, 

learning community, called the World of   

Environment and Sustainability.  This will 

be housed in Tuscarora on Indian Quad.  

Students participating in this house will 

take a one credit Freshman year experience 

taught by Professor Gary Kleppel and also take Introduction to Environmental Science with 

Professor Delano.   In the Spring the students will take Science and Major Environmental  

Issues and Introduction to Urban Planning together.  Additionally, there will be weekly 

luncheons with professors and student sustainability leaders, special speakers and events. 

Students living in this community will focus on learning and discussing ways to live sustaina-

bly and will be mentored by members of the student sustainability council.   There will also 

be opportunities for students to become involved in the implementation of university sustain-

ability initiatives and to advocate for new programs.    

In addition, students participating in this program will have the opportunity to transfer to 

the sustainability themed house in Hamilton Hall on Colonial Quad.  More information on 

this can be found at: http://www.albany.edu/housing/worldofsustain.shtml 

Page 11 Sustainability Bulletin 

2 New Initiatives this Fall! 

Pre-Orientation Adventure 

Living Learning Community 

Incoming freshman will be able to sign up for a new pre-

orientation program with a sustainability theme held at 

Dippikill, the Student Association owned facility in the 

Adirondacks.  The Great Danes Leadership, Exploration 

and Adventure days (Great Danes LEAD) is a two day  

experience that features a 

trip to the Adirondack Ex-

treme Adventure ropes course, star gazing, a sheep herding 

demonstration and discussions on how to make UAlbany a 

more sustainable place. 

Thanks to Professor 

Krzykowski for organizing 

these opportunities, Profes-

sors Delano and Kleppel for 

participating and all those in Academic Affairs, Student 

Involvement and Res Life for supporting our new endeav-

ors. For more info on this go to: 

http://www.albany.edu/orientation/images/Great_Danes_LEAD_flier.pdf 
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Student Sustainability Conference 

One of the biggest events this semester was the for-

mation of the region’s first Capital District Student 

Sustainability Conference.  Co-chairs Jonny Puglia, 

Hillary Closs and Chris Franklin hosted the event 

which brought together representatives from seven 

New York State schools to discuss sustainability, 

share best practices and network. The event was 

kicked off by opening remarks from President 

George Philip, VP for Student Success Chris     

Bouchard and Director of Environmental Sustaina-

bility Mary Ellen Mallia.  Professor Gary Kleppel 

delivered the keynote address stressing the im-

portance of supporting local and sustainable agri-
Conference co-chairs: Jonny Puglia, Hillary 

Closs and Chris Franklin 

Green Scene team members Sam Hiza, 

Preston Yu and Sangeeta Yadav greet 

attendees. 
President Philip opens the 

conference. 

culture.  The attendees then heard presentations from UAlbany, St. Rose, and Siena along 

with Albany NYPRIG, the City of Albany’s Energy and Sustainability Director, Capital Dis-

trict Transportation Committee, the Capital District Transition Network, the Radix Center 

and Element Entertainment.  The event was wrapped up by a networking activity conducted 

by Chris Franklin which provided the students some pointers on how to successfully make 

connections and then gave attendees time to interact and get to know each other. 

The event was a resounding success with registration filling up two weeks before the sched-

uled deadline.  All the students were energized to continue their work on their respective 

campuses as well as creating opportunities for our schools to work together.   A job well done 

by the UAlbany Sustainability Council for organizing and executing a very professional, in-

formative and valuable conference. 
Schools participating in 

the area’s first Capital 

District Student Sus-

tainability Conference: 

UAlbany (host school) 

College of St. Rose 

Hudson Valley Community 

College (HVCC) 

Siena 

Skidmore 

Rensselaer Polytechnic In-

stitute (RPI) 

Rochester  Institute of 

Technology (RIT) 
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Keynote speaker: Dr. Gary Kleppel 

Above: Director of 

Energy and Sustain-

ability of the City of 

Albany Clara Fang 

 

Left: Networking in 

action. 

Sustainability Council member Kari Savage 

presents on UAlbany’s initiatives 

Photos from the Capital District Student Sustainability Conference 

A full house! 

Chris Franklin introducing 

the networking activity 
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Council makes a trip to the Albany Pine 

Bush Discovery Center 

Council members Stephanie, Robin, 

Alexis and Arefur, who worked on 

the green grams program, present 

the group's donation to the Pine 

Bush center representative. 

The group poses under the centerpiece of 

the building.  A tree showing the exten-

sive water root system needed to main-

tain life. 

In what is becoming an annual end of the academic year 

tradition, members of the Sustainability Council toured 

the nearby Albany Pine Bush Discovery Center and pre-

sented a check from their Green Grams fundraiser.  The 

group was given a tour of the center and then took a hike 

around one of its many trails.  The center is only a couple 

miles away from campus and can provide a nature “get 

away” from the urban landscape of the city.  The Discov-

ery Center and trails is located on New Karner Road,  just 

past the end of Washington Avenue extension on the right 

hand side.  Even closer to the campus is the Six Mile    

Waterworks on Fuller Road.  This area has a lake for fish-

ing or boating along with a picnic area 

and walking trails. Clean up day 
This year’s clean up day saw 

members of the UAlbany 

Sustainability Council spruc-

ing up the front entrance of 

the university and planting 

seedlings.  Approximately 50 

seedlings were put into pots 

on their way to be planted 

next year.  Many campus 

members and groups helped 

to get the grounds ready for 

graduation. Thanks to all! 

Above: Council members 

Cassidy and Bill put down 

mulch in front of UHall.   

Below and left: Cassidy 

pots the seedlings and the 

final product. 



Trip to Professor Kleppel’s Farm 
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The Sustainability Council, inspired by Professor   

Kleppel’s talk at the faculty forum during sustainability 

week and his keynote speech at the conference, decide 

to take a trip out to his farm and see his sustainable 

operations first hand.  We were given a wonderful tour 

which included meeting his sheep, one of whom gave 

birth to a lamb right after our visit, seeing his chickens 

and baking our own bread in his specially made oven.  

Professor Kleppel uses natural practices to maintain 

his fields and has installed a solar array.  We thank 

him for taking the time to show us around! 

At left: Stephen really 

got into making the 

bread. 

Above: on the board to 

cook. 

Right: Into the oven. 

Jason got a farm fresh egg. 

Solar panels on the farm Here are the sheep 
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News from Nanotech 
Grant Received to Create Solar Panel Consortium 

The College of Nanoscience and Engineering will become a hub 

for ground breaking solar panel research thanks to a large 

grant from the Federal government.  CNSE will partner with 

SEMATECH and the University of Central Florida to form a  

new photovoltaic manufacturing consortium.  Senator Schumer 

said of the news: “The scientists and technicians at the College 

of Nanoscale Science at UAlbany will once again create the jobs 

of the future – today. This is absolutely outstanding news for 

the Capital Region.”  Congratulations to all our colleagues at 

Nanotech on this exciting news.  For more details check out: 

http://www.albany.edu/news/12770.php 

 

NYS Business Plan Competition 

On April 28th, the second annual NYS Business Plan 

Competition was held at CNSE.  This event,               

co-sponsored  with UAlbany School of Business, RPI    

Lally School of Management and Union Graduate 

School of Management, showcases student groups     

vying to create the most innovative product.  Helios, a 

Syracuse University team, bested the field of over 20 

groups to take home a $50,000 prize.  Their research 

focused on developing ultraviolet engineering technolo-

gy to sterilize medical tools and equipment. Three   

other teams won $10,000 for their projects; RadLab 

from Columbia University students for a low-cost solu-

tion to wasteful radiator heating systems; MICROrgan-

ic Technologies from RPI students for the commerciali-

zation of a microbial fuel cell for industrial and munici-

pal wastewater treatment; and Broodr.com, also from 

Syracuse, for creating a design for an aggregated mar-

ketplace for unique products, designs and inventions. 

Many thanks to the title sponsor SEFCU for providing 

the prizes and congratulations to all the winning 

teams. 

For more go to: http://cnse.albany.edu/Newsroom/NewsReleases/Details/11-04-29/ 

UAlbany_NanoCollege_announces_winners_of_New_York_State_Business_Plan_Competition.aspx 

Presentation of the award  

The winning team 



533 
450 

Car share program finishes its 
first year 
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UAlbany is very proud to have brought the 

Capital District the first car share program to 

the area.  The Connect by Hertz program ena-

bles any person with a valid driver’s license 18 

years of age and older to become a member and 

rent a vehicle–  yes even freshmen. All mem-

bership fees have been waived so the only 

cost to members is the hourly rate for the     

vehicle.*  There are 4 cars available for rent on 

campus, with the Ford Escape being the most 

popular. As you can see from the April report 

at right, we have 116 members, which is shy of 

that goal but we have surpassed our hours of 

utilization goal. If you would like to become a 

member go to: www.connectbyhertz.com, click 

on the University at Albany in locations sec-

tion and register. 

*up to 180 miles, additional charges may apply  

after that  

160 

116 

Don’t forget about our other ride 

programs that are free for the 

campus community:  

CARPOOLING  

Go to www.IPool2.com and register to find a 

carpooling partner.  This service includes a guar-

anteed ride home  in case of emergencies and 

also provides the location of park and ride lots.  

UNIVERSAL ACCESS  

Campus community members have full access to 

CDTA lines with a swipe of their ID card.  

Members 

Hours of utilization 

With fluctuating gas prices and the upcoming renewal of parking permits, maybe it’s time to 

explore the option of not bringing a car to campus.  All of the programs below are open to the 

entire campus community.  

Alternative Transportation Options 

Carpool or Bus 

Go green, rent the hybrid! 
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Albany Electric Vehicle Charging Stations study Underway 

On April 21st, the City of Albany announced 

plans to conduct a feasibility study on electric 

vehicle charging stations. This will assess 

planning, permitting, zoning, and infrastruc-

ture needs related to accommodating the elec-

tric vehicle (EV) and its associated charging 

equipment. Based on the results of the feasi-

bility study, the city will install EV charging 

stations at strategic locations. These EV 

charging stations will enable residents as 

well as city government employees to charge 

their electric vehicles at any time.   

The City of Albany held several events dur-

ing the week of April 19th in celebration of 

Earth Day.  The biggest of these was a bike 

parade during the noon hour.  This was or-

ganized by Sandra Steubing of the Capital 

District Transition Network.  Several     

UAlbany members participated in the event.   

Around Town….. 

Earth Day in Albany 

Above: Council member Chris Franklin 

(center) with organizer Sandy Steubing and  

Director of  Energy and Sustainability for the 

City of Albany Clara Fang. 

More photos at: 

http://s1041.photobucket.com/albums/b411/Fra

nklychrs/Albany%20Earth%20Day%20Press%2

0Conference%20and%20Bike%20Parade/ 



Don’t Forget: Medications—Don’t Flush! 

The Office of General Services in Albany hosts 

several drop off events for hazardous waste 

during the year.  Participants must pre-

register at: http://albanyny.gov/Government/

Departments/GeneralServices/TrashRecycling/

HouseholdHazardousWaste/DropOffForm.aspx 

or you can call (518) 434-2489. 

Items can be brought to the landfill on Rapp 

Road between 4 and 7 pm on June 2 

For a list of acceptable items go to:  http://

www.albanyny.org/Government/Departments/

GeneralServices/TrashRecycling/

HouseholdHazardousWaste.aspx 
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City of  Albany 

Don’t live in Albany or Schenectady county?  

Check out the other hazardous waste collec-

tion events in the area at: 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8780.html 

Household Hazardous Waste Collections 

Schenectady  County 

Schenectady County also has a program.  

They are held at the county recycling facility 

on Hetcheltown Road.  The dates and times 

are as follows: 

June 18   8 am to noon 

July 9  8 am to noon 

August 13            8 am to noon 

September 7  4 to 7 pm 

October 1            8 am to noon 

November 19  8 am to noon 

 

Residents must pre-register on line  at 

www.schenectadycounty.com/hhw or call 

(518) 386-2225. 

Other Counties 

Conventional wisdom used to advise people to flush their unwanted 

or expired medications.  Wow, have things changed!!  Flushing them 

creates a risk of toxic chemicals entering our water system.  Now 

there are several collection events to bring such items. Go to 

www.dontflushyourdrugs.net to find one near you. 

Last month, we told you about hazardous waste collection events occurring in the area.  

There are still some continuing through the fall so we are bringing the information to you 

again as many of you are continuing to clean out for spring. 


