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November 1 from 9-2 pm 

 Electronics Recycling Day 

 State Quad Student Lot (by Washington Ave) 

 

November 9 from 12-1:30 pm 

 Women in Science and Health  - Academic Branding and  

  Social Media Use 

 Life Sciences Conference Room 1143 

 

November 16 at 3 pm 

 Energy Campaign Reveal  and Recognition Ceremony 

 Campus Center Extension Multi-Purpose Room 

 

November 30 from 1-3 pm 

 Finishing Strong with the Therapy Dogs 

 Student Success Center, State Quad, Whitman Hall, 2nd Floor 

mailto:gogreen@albany.edu
https://www.facebook.com/ualbanygreenscene/
https://www.twitter.com/ualbanygreenscn
https://www.instagram.com/ualbanygreenscn/
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Curriculum 

1. What are some of the topics that you cover in your course? 
 As an introduction to the discipline of conservation biology, the course provides 

students with an overview of the value of biodiversity, geographic distribution of 

biodiversity, causes and consequences of biodiversity loss, and approaches for 

protecting, maintaining, and restoring biodiversity across biological (genes to 

ecosystem) and geographical (local to global) scales.  The course focuses on the 

application of biological sciences (ecology, evolution, genetics, and biogeography) to 

biodiversity conservation but also covers human dimensions (social, economic, and 

political) of this issue. 

2. What made you interested in teaching this course? 
 My primary goal is for students to come away from the class with an increased 
appreciation for the importance of biodiversity.  I also hope they better 
understand the responsibility that humans have as environmental stewards, and the 
roles that they themselves, as scientists and citizens, can play in conserving 
biodiversity. Finally, I want them to be familiar with the threats to biodiversity and 
their causes, because students should have a clear understanding of the nature and 
scope of the problems if they are to work towards solutions. 

Professor Stephen Campbell in the Department of Atmospheric and 
Environmental Sciences is teaching a “Special Topics” course this fall 

called Conservation Biology. We asked him a few questions about the 
class... 
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3.  What role does sustainability play in the discipline of atmospheric and 
environmental sciences? 
 Many of the threats to biodiversity result from a lack of sustainability 

of resource use (e.g., fossil fuel consumption, deforestation, overgrazing, 

overfishing).  As such, sustainability plays an important role in the solution to many 

of these problems. If we are to avoid a biodiversity crisis of our own making, humans 

will need to find a way to balance their needs with those of the vast number of other 

species with which we share the planet.  

The  pictures above  were taken during the  Office of Sustainability's annual field trip to the Albany Pine Bush  

each summer with the EOP students.  
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Operations 

    

Join us on Thursday, November 1, 2018 

for UAlbany’s Electronics Recycling Day. 

Drop Off: State Quad Student Parking Lot from 9-2 pm 

Personal items that will be accepted for FREE: 

Calculators    Monitors*    Video Game Systems 

CD/DVD players   Network Equipment  Wiring & Cabling 

Chargers    Paper Shredders    Microwaves 

Circuit Boards   Radios & Turntables  GPS Units 

Keyboards, Mice, Cables Routers/Servers   Terminals 

Computers & Laptops  Digital Cameras   Fax Machines 

Copiers/Scanners/Printers Speakers    Televisions* 

Universal Power Supplies Inkjet Cartridges   Laser Toners  

Items that will NOT be accepted are: State-Owned Equipment, Air Conditioners, 

VCR Tapes, Dehumidifiers, Alkaline Batteries, Refrigerators, Liquids & Powders, 

Humidifiers and Cathode Ray Tube TVs and Monitors 
 

*More recent TVs and computer monitors do not have CRTs. 

Manufactures stopped producing them about 8 years ago. Most flat 

screens (less than 4-5 inches) do not have CRTs. 
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Stop Receiving a Printed Direct Deposit Pay Statement  
Now that you have online access to your paycheck information, you are able to opt out 
of receiving a printed copy of your direct deposit pay statement. 
1. At the Employee Toolbox page, click View My Paycheck and select NYS Payroll 

Online 
2. On the SUNY Secure Sign On, select Albany, log in with your Net ID and Password. 
3. Select Update Pay Statement Option from the left menu. 
4. If you work for more than one State agency, then select the Job Title on the Select 

Job Title page to open the Pay Statement Print Option page. NOTE: If you want to 
go paperless for all of your agencies you will need to compete the process below for 
EACH Job Title listed. 

5. If you are enrolled in direct deposit, you will see the Pay Statement Print 
Option page. Select the radio button to indicate "I do not want a printed copy of my 
Direct Deposit statement sent to me." 

6. Click Save. 
 

Not Enrolled in Direct Deposit? 
If you are issued a paper check you will not be able to opt out of receiving a paper pay 
statement. To become eligible to opt out of receiving a paper statement you will have 
to enroll your entire check in one or more direct deposit accounts and no longer be 
issued a paper check. The Direct Deposit enrollment form and instructions can be 
found here: 
http://www.osc.state.ny.us/payroll/files/ac2772_f.pdf 

The Office of Human Resources Management and New York State Payroll have 
created an online platform to opt out of receiving a printed copy of your direct 

deposit paystub. Save paper today by choosing to go paperless by viewing 
your paystub online! To access your paycheck online, visit the Employee 

Toolbox on the Human Resources page.  

http://www.osc.state.ny.us/payroll/files/ac2772_f.pdf
https://www.albany.edu/hr/empl-tools.php
https://www.albany.edu/hr/index.php
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Research 

Mary Ellen Mallia (Office of Sustainability), Wendy Turner (Department of Biological 
Sciences) and Carrie Wojenski (the Center for International Education and Global 

Strategy), recently joined President Havidán Rodríguez and his wife, Rosy Lopez on a site 
visit to the Universidad San Francisco de Quito (USFQ) in Ecuador and its research center 
in the Galapagos. USFQ is new university partner and UAlbany’s first partner in Ecuador.  

While at USFQ, Rodríguez delivered the Chancellor’s Lecture. Their mission is to explore 
possibilities for faculty collaboration, help strengthen ties between the two institutions 
and explore potential student study, research and internships in the near future.  

USFQ is a member of the same professional organization for sustainability as UAlbany, and 
completes the assessment tool, called  STARS (Sustainability Tracking, Assessment and 
Rating System).  

UAlbany and USFQ will swap STARS reports and explore collaborations between the two 
offices.  Additionally, there are plans to create a faculty led sustainability themed trip to 
the Galapagos and the destination will be added to our study abroad opportunities. 

As a result of the site visit to Ecuador, Dr. Wojenski indicated that “our staff will now be 
able to advise prospective education abroad and research abroad students on the 
opportunities available at USFQ, as well as better prepare and support them prior to 
departure.”  

“Despite being thousands of miles apart with different climates, 
economic and political systems, we can still examine several common 

problems such as access to clean water and getting the community 
engaged in sustainability practices,.” -Mary Ellen Mallia 
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Pictures above were taken by Mary Ellen Mallia during her trip to the 

Galapagos Islands.  

View article here. 

Dr. Turner, whose research in Namibia on naturally occurring anthrax infections in zebra 

received widespread attention, is thrilled about the study aboard opportunity . She 

states,  “the Galapagos figures in every course in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, so it’s 

a great opportunity to share more about the system. I’d like to encourage our students to 

do study abroad there, and I’m interested in developing a UAlbany course.”   

 

https://www.albany.edu/news/87173.php?utm_source=toa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=internal_comm&utm_term=facstaff&utm_content=headline
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Engagement 

 
      

The Energy Campaign continued this month and will  wrap up 
on November 11th.  We are inching towards our 10% goal 
with a 7% savings so far and over 450,000 kwh saved.         
The themes remaining in the campaign are: 
10/17-10/30 Slay Energy Vampires  

 Energy doesn’t stop when you turn off, you also need to unplug phone/
laptop chargers when it is not in use and/or plug devices into a surge 
protector and switch it off at the end of the day for one easy shut down.  
This will prevent the dreaded energy use due to vampire energy! 

 
10/31-11/11 Give it a Rest 

 Now it is the time to adjust the sleep modes for your printer and 
computer and turn off 3D screensavers! 

 
We will be revealing the final energy savings and recognizing buildings for their 
outstanding performance on November 16th at 3 pm in the Campus Center Multi-
purpose room.  Join us and find out if we hit our goal! 

We included a water conservation awareness piece to this 
year’s energy campaign.  To give you an idea of how important 

it is to report any issues, check out this example.  Just one 
leaking toilet in Dutch Quad due to a failed flush valve 

resulted in 3,000 gallons of excess water per day for five days 
before the issue was identified and fixed. That is literally $45 

down the drain per day.  So if you notice a leaky faucet or 
running toilet, please report it to Customer Service or 

Residential Life! 

Slow the 

flow. Save 

H2O. 

http://albany.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1125c7a327910a9375b5e2a4c&id=cfed93b769&e=c3eca541e5
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On October 24th, over 150 people came to the Campus Center to celebrate 
the annual Campus Crunch. This event, marking National Food Day, 
celebrates local food and the importance of supporting our farmers.  
UAlbany currently sources 25% of the foods served in the dining hall from 
New York State.  That is over $1 million put into our local economy!  Apples 
are a commonly known NYS product but we are fortunate to live in a state 
that produces an abundance of vegetables, fruits, meat and dairy.  Over 20 
colleges and universities held similar crunches on that day.   

Above are scenes from the crunch.  Left: Making salsa using bike power.. Top right: 

VP of Finance and Administration Todd Foremen, leading the countdown to the 

crunch. Bottom right: the Office of Sustainability staff. 

For a list, see: https://

www.albany.edu/

gogreen/4.whosin.shtml 
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Faculty and Staff 

Get Involved 

 

Sustainability Coordinators 

The Sustainability Coordinators program gives university employees the opportunity to 
work with the Office of Sustainability on various Green Scene initiatives. All coordinators 
complete a training and agree to serve as the point person for sustainability matters. 
Coordinators have access to specialized professional development opportunities in the 
field of sustainability.   We are looking for people from Athletics, Research, School of 
Business, Criminal Justice, CEHC to join our team.  Let us know if you are interested. 
 
 

Green Workspace Challenge 
The Green Workspace Challenge is a voluntary program for faculty and staff to self-report 
sustainable practices in the workplace. If you are interested in becoming Green Work-
space Certified, you can email gogreen@albany.edu and find out more information here. 

Terra Awards 
The Office of Sustainability has established an award to recognize the persistent efforts of 

campus community members.  Each semester, one faculty member, one staff member and 

one student will be awarded with a Terra.  Submissions this semester due by Friday, No-

vember 9th. The form to submit  deserving faculty, staff and students is available on the 

main page of our website: www.albany.edu/gogreen.  

http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/5.green_workspace_challenge.shtml
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Students  

Volunteer with the Office of Sustainability 
Recycling at Football Games: Attend football games and help collect bottles and cans at the 
pregame tailgate @ Dutch Quad student lot and after the game around Casey Stadium. 
11/3 at 3:30 pm (2:30-6:30 pm) 
11/17 at 3:30 pm (2:30-6:30 pm) 
You can sign up at: https://albany.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=83754. Scroll 
down and look for the different home games that you can sign up for. 
 
Power Down Fridays: Go around the LC’s and academic buildings and turn off all lights, 
computers and projectors in classrooms. 
11/2 from 5-6 pm 
11/9 from 5-6 pm 
You can sign up at: https://albany.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=368282.  
 
Electronics Recycling Day: Assist with the event by helping UAlbany students, faculty and 
staff unload the electronics out of their cars, traffic flow and customer service. 
November 1 from 9-2 pm at State Quad Student Lot (by Washington Ave). 
Sign up at: https://albany.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=369964  
 
Email gogreen@albany.edu if you have any questions. 
 

UAlbany Students for Sustainability 
Get involved with the student group! Email President Diana at dphillips4@albany.edu if you 
are interested. You can also join the MyInvolvement page for the organization. 
 

Intern with the Office of Sustainability 
The Office of Sustainability is looking for a few student interns to work in the office for the 
spring 2019 semester. They will be charged with assisting with programming, educational 
outreach, and operational initiatives. They can receive CPSP credits. Please email 
gogreen@albany.edu if you are interested.    

 

https://albany.galaxydigital.com/agency/detail/?agency_id=83754
https://albany.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=368282
https://albany.galaxydigital.com/need/detail/?need_id=369964


14 

 
Around the Community 

Community Events  

Trick-or-Treating at Honest Weight Wednesday  
October 31st from 3-6:00 pm 
Bring the little ones in their costumes for some safe indoor trick-or-treating! 
They can visit every department marked with balloons to receive a treat. Visit 
the Community Room, too, for snacks, cider, and activities. Nothing scary 
about this Halloween event! No registration is necessary.  
 
Five Rivers—Conservation for Kids: Adventure Club  
November 3 10-11am, Five Rivers Environmental Education Center in Delmar 
Join the naturalist crew as they lead an adventure at Five Rivers. Each month’s 
adventure will focus on a different aspect of New York’s natural world. Parents 
or caregivers and children must participate together. Space is limited. Please 
call to register for this program by Wednesday, October 31 and include the 
child’s grade, as the program is most appropriate for grades 2-8. 
 
Five Rivers  HMBC Speaker Series: Arizona and More  

Monday, November 5 from 7-8:30 pm at Five Rivers Environmental Education 

Center 

Jeff Schoonmaker, professor of physics at Hudson Valley Community College, 

will host a virtual tour of Southeast Arizona to visit the wonderful desert and 

canyon birds of that region. Using photos from his most recent visit in late 

March of this year, along with some from past visits, Jeff will cover a wide 

variety of both year-round resident birds and some which are migratory. In 

addition, he promises some surprises, including a few photos and scenes from 

Alaska and a couple of quiz birds.  
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Around the Community  

Vegetarian Dinner - Celebrating The Styrofoam Ban in Albany County  
Wednesday  November 14  at 6 pm at  Westminster Presbyterian Church Social 
Hall  
Join Save the Pine Bush at their monthly vegetarian/vegan lasagna dinner, 
followed by a terrific speakers' forum. This month is a special celebration (with 
cake!) for the signing of the Styrofoam Ban for Albany County.  County 
Executive Dan McCoy signed the bill on Sept. 12, 2018 and it takes effect 6 
months after its sent to the Secretary of State.  See: https://
www.timesunion.com/news/article/Albany-executive-signs-foam-product-ban-
13224607.php  
 
Science Lecture Series: Deer overabundance - Impacts, forest monitoring and 

community strategies 

Thursday, November 15 from 6:30-8:30 pm, Albany Pine Bush Discovery Center 

Come to this Conservation Program to learn about more information about 

deer overabundance and its impact. If you would like to register click here . 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Albany-executive-signs-foam-product-ban-13224607.php
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Albany-executive-signs-foam-product-ban-13224607.php
https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Albany-executive-signs-foam-product-ban-13224607.php
https://www.albanypinebush.org/events/detail.cfm?id=2445#register
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1. What year did you graduate?   
I received my Master in Science from UAlbany in 
December 2017. I attended SUNY Oswego for 
my undergraduate degree (2013). 
2. What was your major/minor?  
Biodiversity, Conservation, and Policy M.S.  
3. What was your co-curricular and student 
organization involvement on campus? I was 
the Grounds Chair on the Sustainability Committee and put my efforts towards planning 
and building a Heritage Garden on campus that would serve as an aesthetic green space 
on campus as well as an educational tool. I was also involved in the Graduate Student 
Association as their Programming Chair.   
4. What are you doing now? Where do you live?  
I live in Saranac Lake, NY, an outdoor recreationalist's playground! I teach at two of the 
local colleges: Paul Smith's College and North Country Community College. I instruct on 
Ecology, Biology, and Environmental Science. I really enjoy sharing my knowledge about 
the natural world and regularly bring my students on nature walks.   
5. How have you applied your experience with the sustainability movement on 
campus and involvement with the Office of Sustainability into your post-college life 
and career?  
I am a faculty adviser for the Environmental Club at NCCC. I also am a part of the Climate 
Smart Community in Saranac Lake and the Trilakes 350 organization. We are working on 
several projects to improve the community's energy efficiency.  

 

The Office of Sustainability is proud of the successes of our sustainability alumni! They were 
essential in the early stages of the sustainability movement at UAlbany and have shaped 

where it is now. Take a moment to read about them in our “Sustainability Alumni Spotlight” 
section of the Sustainability Bulletin each month. 


