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Keynote Speaker: George Strait
Director of Communications & Public Liaison for the National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities at the National Institutes of Health
Former Chief Medical Correspondent for ABC News
In his current role, Mr. Strait serves as the principle deputy for policy and communications to the Director of the National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparities. NCMHD, one of the 27 Institutes and Centers at the NIH, has a 200 million dollar grant portfolio focused on improving the health of underserved populations and eliminating health disparities. 

Mr. Strait spent 22 years as a reporter for ABC NEWS, the last 16 years as its chief medical correspondent.  During his time with ABC, he contributed to World News Tonight with Peter Jennings, Nightline, Good Morning America and 20/20 on issues such as health care reform, the medical/ethical concerns regarding new technologies, and HIV/AIDS. He was chosen by ABC to be its lead reporter on health reform issues including the economic and political ramifications of reform.

During his journalism career, Mr. Strait work has been recognized with the industry’s most prestigious honors including the Overseas Press Club’s Edward R. Murrow Award for a 10-part series on health care in Eastern Europe, 2 Alfred I. DuPont Awards for ground-breaking stories on women’s health and the HIV epidemic among African Americans, and a Gold Medal Award from the National Association of Black Journalists.
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