
Podcast Pilot Program: UAlbany Student Success Stories 
 
Responsible Unit: Latin American, Caribbean, and U.S. Latino Studies 
 
Lexi Mainland of The Los Angeles Times suggests that podcasts provide an “intimate 
audio experience in a moment of solitude. Your headphones — a buffer from the world 
injecting dialogue into your ear — become a conduit to your soul.” In this project, 
UAlbany students will become producers as well as listeners of podcasts. In narrating 
their own stories they will reflect on their experiences at UAlbany. And, their stories will 
likely motivate other students to academic and personal success.  
 
“Student Success Stories” podcast will be crafted to reach first-generation college 
students and students of color, who are new to life at UAlbany. We will identify six 
UAlbany students (including some alumni) who can share their success stories and 
respond to questions that currently enrolled students might have. For example, what 
were their challenges? How did they overcome them? In three words, what’s the best 
advice you would give someone who is struggling right now? The podcasts, a “conduit 
to the soul,” will undoubtedly help participating students gain a greater sense of self 
through the act of storytelling. Additionally, their stories will inspire other students who 
may be struggling in their own academic journeys as well as deepen understanding in 
the wider UAlbany community about the experiences of our student body.  
 
In essence, student podcasts will build a sense of community, enhance the student 
experience, and promote student wellbeing. They will provide opportunities to engage in 
constructive dialogue within and outside the campus community. Students' stories will 
encourage connections with other students and offer glimpses into the experiences of 
their peers. They will expand their understanding of opportunities at UAlbany and of 
campus life.  
 
Most important, these podcasts will be created by students and for students.  
 
 


