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15TH ANNUAL
UNDERGRAD
RESEARCH
CONFERENCE:
RECAP

AMAZING JOB,
PRESENTERS!
A huge thank you to all of those who helped make the 15th
Annual UAlbany Undergraduate Research Conference a
success! Students, faculty, and community members gathered
across the Lecture Center Concourse on Friday, April 27th to
celebrate the outstanding work ongoing across campus. Over
175 individuals came to see the 48 poster presentations, 41 oral
presentations, and 3 multimedia creative presentations. There
was something to be learned by all, as the topics ranged from
uncovering local Albany history at Ten Broeck Mansion, to
considering schooling variables in Guatemala, and from microcellular theories, to macro-economic models.
Damien the Great Dane made an appearance to high-five
presenters and take photos with the audience during the poster
sessions.

During the Conference
Welcome, Jeanette Altarriba,
Vice Provost and Dean for
Undergraduate Education,
shared big news: over the
summer, we will be
launching the Center for
Undergraduate Research
and Creative Engagement
(CURCE - pronounced "kursee"). The team that
manages UGR will remain in
place under the new name,
but will begin to work on
new initiatives and
programming.
The evening concluded with
a reception following the
presentation of the
Presidential Award for
Undergraduate Research to
17 outstanding students who
had been nominated for the
award by their respective
colleges. Award winners
received a personalized
certificate and glass plaque
before taking their photo
with Dr. Masson and Dr.
Altarriba.
Photos from the event can
be found on our Facebook
page @UGRatUAlbany.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR FALL 2018
The Fall Fair will be held on Wednesday, October 10th in the Campus
Center Ballroom from 3:30-6:00 PM
Do you want to get involved in research, but you're not sure where to
start? This is the event for you!

UGR is proudly
sponsored by the Office
of the Vice Provost and
Dean for Undergraduate
Education

Research Labs and Centers from all departments and areas are invited to
host a table and share information with students across campus about
current research and creative projects. This is a great opportunity for
students to learn about ongoing projects and for faculty to identify
potential research assistants! Don't miss out on this insightful opportunity!

SURC 2018
On Friday, April 20th nine
UAlbany students traveled to
SUNY Oneonta to participate
in the Annual SUNY
Undergraduate Research
Conference. Albany students
were well represented across
the day, with presentations at
both the start and end of the
day!

The projects discussed covered a breathe of topics, including molecular kissing complexes,
patterns of student debt, and the mathematical King's Tableaux. Congratulations to all our student
presenters! A job well done by all!
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STUDENT RESEARCHER OF THE MONTH

Meet Natasha Permaul
Last month, research assistant Natasha Permaul traveled to present at the Scientista
Symposium at the Microsoft Office in Manhattan. Read about Natasha's research
experiences below:
I joined Dr. Gabriele Fuchs’ lab over a year ago and, in that time, I
have acquired a strengthened foundation in molecular biology
and a passion for research. The Fuchs lab focuses on a major
translation complex, also referred to as the ribosome, which make
proteins for the cell. We study ribosomal proteins and ribosomeassociated proteins that facilitate protein production in both
cellular and viral-mediated translation. My project focuses on a
ribosome-associated protein and its translational function during
viral infection and cellular stress. Other lab members study a wide
range of this class of proteins and their crucial role in translation
of select cellular proteins and viruses, such as metabolic enzymes
and ZIKA virus respectively.
We recently presented our research at a conference promoting advancement of women in science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). The Scientista Symposium was held from April
13-15th, 2018 at the Microsoft Technology Center in Times Square, New York City, NY. Hundreds of
collegiate women in the STEM field attended this conference to become empowered through
inspirational talks, networking, workshops, and career fairs. Ph.D. candidate Clare Miller, fellow
undergraduate Diana Nikolyan and I participated in a poster fair where we shared our research from
the Fuchs lab. In the poster competition with over 50 graduate students, Clare won third place for her
poster presentation on glycogen synthase, a metabolic enzyme that associates with the ribosome.
Sangeetha Selvam, a postdoctoral associate in our lab, participated in a graduate school panel where
she shared information regarding the process of applying to graduate schools. From this experience, I
have become more confident as a woman in STEM due to the wide variety of support from fellow
female scientists while presenting my own research in this regional conference.
I have integrated research into my academic life because it enhanced my passion for science and has
also taught me life skills of collaboration and perseverance. My work in the lab has helped me to
make a connection between research and healthcare, and I would like to use these two simultaneously
in the future. Research has been an adventure of innovation in many aspects of my education and I
can only see my passion for research expanding throughout my academic career.

"Research has
been an
adventure of
innovation..."
Left to right: Natasha Permaul, Diana
Nikolyan, Sangeetha Selvam, Clare Miller
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