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Curriculum 

Economics & Politics of Renewable Energy 

1. What are some of the topics that you cover in your course? 
The big focus of this class is this:  why is it that, despite all we know regarding global 
climate change, we do not have a coherent renewable energy policy in the United States.  
Many people think the problem is with renewable energy technology—that it simply has 
not evolved enough to meet our needs.  This couldn’t be further from the truth.  In this 
class we learn from the countries around the globe that have changed the game. 

 
2. Do you have any specific sustainability learning objectives for this course?  
(1) Inequality enables capital to use economic and political power to subvert the 
development of technologies like renewable energy;  
(2) Inequality means capital will dump their trash of all kinds in poor, underdeveloped 
communities/countries, undermining any hope of sustainability;  
(3) How does one change personal behavior to be more 

sustainable; and  

(4)How does one build effective collaborative partnership to 
advocate for change. 
 

3.  What interested you about teaching a course on the Economics and Politics of 
Renewable Energy? 
I was 10 years old in 1973 when an Arab-led oil embargo resulted in months of limited oil 
in the country.  Gas rationing and mile long lines at the pump, made a big impression and 
I began to think about alternative energy sources.  I lived by a river so I knew about 
hydroelectric power and how it was renewable.  I wondered about other renewable 
energy resources and decided to pursue electrical engineering in college with a focus on 
solar energy.   

 

Professor David Lewis in the Department of Geography and Planning is 
teaching People, Place, Power: Economics & Politics of Renewable Energy. 

We asked him a few questions about his course … 

Starting on March 
13th this course will 
be offered as an 8 

week quarter course 
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RecycleMania 

Operations 

Every spring we focus our education efforts on waste reduction so that means  
RecycleMania is in full swing! This is a friendly competition between colleges 
and universities across the United States and Canada and UAlbany has 
participated  since 2006.  RecycleMania gives national recognition to those 
with the best recycling rate over an 8-week period in February and March. The 
overall goal  of the competition is to not only increase the amount of 
recyclable material being collected, but also to generate the least amount of 
waste on campuses. Recycling reduces greenhouse gas emissions, saves 
energy, and protects wildlife from the ingestion of plastic that harms them.  
 
Last year  as a campus we gathered a total of 120,460  pounds of recycled 
material with the help of students, faculty and staff. That’s equivalent to the 
weight of about 30 cars! Though our waste totals are going down, we can 
always do more by altering simple practices in our everyday lives to be more 
sustainable.  Check out the graphics on the next page to get hints on what can 
be recycled. 
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 What Is Recyclable? 

 

We practice single stream recycling which 

means all paper, plastic, glass and aluminum 

can go in the same bin.  Batters, ink jets,  

toners, cell phones and plastic bags need to 

be kept separate. 

This “odd ball” recycling collection unit is 

located next to the campus center         

reservation desk and collects cell phones, 

batteries, ink jets and eyeglasses.  
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      Climate Change 

Research 

An Associate Professor of political science at UAlbany's 
Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy , Brian 

Greenhill blends the two methods that policy makers use 
to educate the public of climate change.  

In a recent Podcast Professor Greenhill delves into the two different methods to 
educate on climate change — adaption and mitigation. He opens with 
mitigation, explaining it as “efforts to try to reduce the extent of the problem”. 
Actively, this would be displayed as efforts to reduce the amount of greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere to stop the rise in overall atmospheric temperature. 
This will not halt the problem but will effectively slow it down or “reduce the 
extent” of its impact. The second method is adaptation, which he defines as 
“trying to get society to adapt to the fact that we are living in a world with a 
changing climate”.  This is illustrated by the changes people make in response 

to the prevalence of extreme 
weather events such as 
hurricanes and wildfires.    
 
Greenhill explores the 
reticence adaptation has 
received from the 
environmental community 
based on the fact that the 
encouragement of people to 
adapt to a changing climate 
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 Policy That Persuades 

Professor Brian Greenhill in his office  

View the UAlbany article here. 

may lead to a belief that it is a more manageable problem than it actually is. 
If we want to conserve the earth for our children and grandchildren then we 
must act now to slow or prevent the global temperatures from rising too 
high.  While adaptation will surely be required,  the main focus should be a 
rather aggressive approach to mitigation because climate change is such a 
rapid and prevalent issue.  

The episode covers how the framing of 
survey questions on policies designed to 
address climate change can lead to better 
insight for the participants and more 
accurate input to policy makers.  Recent 
political activity has influenced the public 
and decreased the number of people who 
believe in this issue. In order to educate 
the public on how best to tackle this 
important issue, it is imperative that all 
individuals recognize the severity and 
impact of climate change to their local 
community and the globe.  

Listen to the Podcast 
here! 

https://www.albany.edu/news/90330.php
https://ualbanynewspodcast.simplecast.com/episodes/climate-change-pt-1-with-brian-greenhill-7765de3b
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Engagement 

 

This semester the campus will gather to create 
our first Climate Action and Sustainability Plan.  
The Offices of Sustainability and Energy 
Management collaborated with the Sustainability 
Coordinators to conduct a self-study in 
preparation. 
 
The development of this plan will formalize a 
strong commitment to environmental stewardship, engage campus decision-
makers and stakeholders, establish near and long term objectives for sustainability, 
articulate a path to carbon neutrality and align efforts with the United Nations 
Global Goals, the SUNY Chancellor’s vision, and New York State Executive Orders.   

The planning process was kicked off on Friday 
February 22nd and discussions will continue 
via working group meetings and campus 
conversations on selected topics during March 
and April.  If you missed our kickoff event and 
would like to watch the video recap you can do 
so on the UAlbany Green Scene Facebook 
Page! 
 
 
 

If you would like to participate in 
any of the working groups or    

become involved in the              
development of the plan email us 

at gogreen@albany.edu 

UAlbany Climate Goals 

https://www.facebook.com/ualbanygreenscene/
https://www.facebook.com/ualbanygreenscene/
https://www.facebook.com/ualbanygreenscene/
https://www.instagram.com/ualbanygreenscn/
https://www.twitter.com/ualbanygreenscn
mailto:gogreen@albany.edu
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 Around the Community

Events  

 

 

Around the Community 
 

What You Eat Affects the Environment 

Wednesday,  March 13th at 7PM at the First Unitarian Universalist Church, 405 Washington 

Avenue, Albany 

UAlbany’s Director of Sustainability Mary Ellen Mallia will join Demosthenes Maratos, 

Communications Director at the Sustainability Institute at Molloy College and Eric C. Sharer, 

a Registered Dietician on a panel to discuss how food choices impact the environment.  

  

Equinox Full Moon Hike 

Wednesday, March 20th at 7pm at the Albany Pine Bush Discovery Center 

Come enjoy the Pine Bush at night under a full moon on the vernal equinox! The group will 

meet at the Discovery Center for a short introduction and then caravan over to another 

trailhead to hike approximately one mile. Participants are responsible for their own 

transportation. Reservations required for all attendees (regardless of age). Children under 18 

must be accompanied by an adult. Make reservations by calling 518-456-0655 or 

visit www.AlbanyPineBush.org/events  

 

Science Lecture Series: Fire on the Northeastern Landscape - from Past to Present and into 

the Future 

Thursday, March 21st at 7pm at the Albany Pine Bush Discovery Center 

Dr. Bill Patterson, Professor Emeritus at UMass Amherst, will provide an overview of wildland 

fire in landscapes of the Northeast from Prehistoric times, through the Historic period, and 

into the 21st Century, detailing what we know and how we know it. He will also include what 

questions remain, like, will changing climate and land-use patterns alter fire regimes as we 

now know them?  If so, in what way?  Reservations required for all attendees (regardless of 

age). Make reservations by calling 518-456-0655 or visit www.AlbanyPineBush.org/events 
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1. What year did you graduate?  2013 

2. What was your major/minor?  
Major: Atmospheric Science, Minors: Mathematics, Italian 

3. What was your co-curricular and student organization 

involvement on campus?  Event Co-Chair for the 

Stainability Council, Treasurer for the Capital Region 

Chapter of the American Meteorological Society  

4. What are you doing now? Where do you live? For the 

last five years I’ve continued as a student in higher 

education at the University of Michigan’s Climate and 

Space Sciences and Engineering Department in Ann Arbor.  

I completed a Master of Engineering in Applied Climate in 2014 and am currently 

working as a Graduate Student Research Assistant to finish my Ph.D.   

5. How have you applied your experience with the sustainability movement on 
campus and involvement with the Office of Sustainability into your post-college life 
and career? The Sustainability Council and Green Scene  showed me the value of 
campus involvement.  Through the council specifically, I saw that students’ voices 
mattered and students can push for change with small actions adding up to larger 
impacts.  I’ve continued to push for change in my graduate student career, striving to 
build better climate communications and campus-community connections in Ann Arbor.  
As part of the Michigan Earth Science Women’s Network , I coordinated campus events 
with the goal of developing professional skill sets, peer mentoring and building a 
sustainable community.  In Albany and Ann Arbor, I've learned that students can make a 
difference locally with reverberations at larger scales. This is especially effective when 
they are supported by campus organizations and departments; such as the Office of 
Sustainability at UAlbany, as well as Univ. of Michigan's Rackham Graduate School, 
Energy Institute, Climate and Space Dept. and School for Environment and Sustainability.  

Samantha Basile 

Sustainability Alumni Spotlight 

The Office of Sustainability is proud of the successes of our sustainability alumni! Take a moment to read 
about them in our “Sustainability Alumni Spotlight” section of the Sustainability Bulletin each month. 


