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We’ve had a wonderful semester in the Sustainability 

Office with so much to be thankful for this holiday 

season. We saw a record number of CFL bulbs being 

distributed in the living residences, had another 

great energy campaign where we obtained a new 

high in terms of percentage reduction and worked 

with the USS group to co-sponsor a successful       

sustainability week.  In addition to these highlights, 

we held our second Sustainability Roundtable series, 

gave the model dorm suite a 

green facelift, participated 

in the fabulous Harvest 

Festival (a new tradition 

brought to you by Res Life) 

and established the Green      

Dependence Scholarship 

through the generosity of the National Grid           

Foundation.  As we look towards spring, we’ll once 

again bring you Recyclemania, the university-wide 

clothing exchange and co-host the Earth and        

Wellness Day with EAP.  We’re hoping to have some 

new initiatives in place as well including a GPS 

tracking system on the buses that will let you know 

their location, a composting pilot in the dining halls 

and the university’s first electric vehicle charging 

station.  I wish you all a safe and happy holiday and  

I thank you for your efforts to help make UAlbany 

greener.  Don’t forget to check out some tips on       

environmentally friendly holiday practices on  pages 

2 and 3! 
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Be Green During the Holidays 
During the holidays, the volume of our waste usually increases! 

Here are some tips you can follow when planning your           

decorations and wrapping needs. There are many ways to be 

green during the holiday season!  

 Wrap gifts in other gifts! Wrap fragile items in scarves, 

sheets or blankets!  

 Use plain brown paper to wrap gifts and decorate it with 

paint, crayons, glitter or stamps!  

 Give a gift with no waste! Shovel someone's driveway or mow 

someone's lawn!  

 Gift certificates are small and are always a good idea!  

 Give an eco-gift! Things such as compost bins, bird feeders, energy/water 

saving appliances, bikes or bus passes make great gifts!  

 Make your own Christmas tree        

ornaments! Get the kids and family     

together and use pine cones, dried    

flowers, popcorn, berries and pieces of 

ribbon for pretty homemade decorations.  

 Instead of buying new gift tags every 

year, save your old greeting cards, cut 

off the front section and use them as 

this year’s gift tags!    

 

Credit for this article goes to ECOS NEWS.  

ECOS is a non-profit, non-political                

organization dedicated to understanding and 

preserving our natural environment through 

environmental information and educational  

opportunities that enhance appreciation of the 

natural world. 

For more info visit: http://www.ecosny.org/ 

Sustainability Bulletin 



Real vs. Fake Christmas Trees 

Volume 6, Issue 5 Page 3 

The tradition of going out with family to cut down your own Christmas tree is today rarer 

than it should be. More than twice as many families in the United States use fake trees as  

real ones. Beyond the losses to family interactions and local economies, this situation is bad 

for our climate. 

Fake trees are usually made from a kind of plastic called polyvinyl chloride (PVC) which is 

derived from petroleum. Electricity is used to melt the plastic, and approximately 85% of the 

fake trees sold in the US are shipped here from China. Much of China’s electricity  (not unlike 

the U.S.) comes from burning coal — the dirtiest source of electricity. Once the fake trees are 

made, they still have to be shipped across the ocean — usually in a diesel-fuel-powered ship. 

More emissions still. Fake trees also sometimes release lead when they get old, which isn’t a 

climate impact, but still is not a great thing to have happening in your living room. 

Real trees of course do sometimes require shipping. But real trees also grow in the ground for 

several years before they are cut, absorbing carbon out of the atmosphere every year. The vast 

majority of real trees today come from Christmas tree farms — about 12,000 of which exist in 

the United States. On these farms each tree cut is typically replaced by a new tree or two or 

three, which continue removing carbon from the air. Once Christmas is over you can use your 

real tree in many ways — the boughs can be cut and used as a protective covering over       

delicate shrubs, the tree can be chipped and composted, and there’s the ever popular New 

Year’s Eve bonfire (if you live in an appropriate place for bonfires). Real trees can also be used 

to help trap sand on beaches, preventing erosion, or sunk in ponds to provide habitat for fish 

and other wildlife. 

For best climate impact, find a local tree farm to buy from. The National Christmas Tree     

Association allows you to search by zip code. Check it out at: 

http://www.realchristmastrees.org/dnn/default.aspx  

And perhaps an organic Christmas tree is best of all. Twenty-two states now have organic 

Christmas tree farms.   

This article written by Frank Lowenstein and thanks to Maria Moon in Environmental Science 

for passing it on to us! 

We get questions in the office as to whether it is better to get a fake Christmas tree or a real 

one.  Below is one man’s take on the debate.  Let us know your thoughts and we’ll post in our 

next issue.  Email us at gogreen@albany.edu 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polyvinyl_chloride
http://www.christmastree.org/home.cfm
http://www.christmastree.org/home.cfm
http://www.greenpromise.com/resources/organic-christmas-trees.php
http://www.greenpromise.com/resources/organic-christmas-trees.php
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Energy Campaign Ends! 
Congratulations to all of you for your conservation 

efforts this fall during our energy campaign.  We 

achieved a 9.3% reduction from our baseline; our 

best percentage reduction ever!    

1,054,111 kilowatt hours were saved, which is the 

equivalent of powering approximately 100 homes 

for one year.  We also prevented 393 tons of carbon 

dioxide from being released into the atmosphere.  The living residences posted 

an impressive 14% reduction and the academic 

buildings saw a 7% reduction.  Empire      

Commons was crowned the best in terms of 

percentage reduction and kilowatt hours 

saved. Colonial narrowly beat out Alumni for 

quad with the largest percentage reduction.  

On the academic side, Social Sciences came on 

strong at the end to get the highest percentage 

reduction with Arts & Sciences garnering the 

largest kilowatt hour savings.  Special 

acknowledgement to Dutch Quad, Biology,  

Humanities, SEFCU, University Hall and the 

University Library for their improved          

performance this year.     

  

A recognition ceremony was held in   

University Hall to distribute awards 

and certificates to the quad and     

building representatives. Certificates   

of achievement will be sent out to all 

building managers that were not able to 

attend the recognition ceremony.   See 

you all again next year as we try to top 

our 2012 performance! 

 
A few of the leaders with their certificates!  

These areas saw a reduction of 10% or more! 

Res Life won the Green Scene Award 

this year.  Accepting is Todd Jones,    

Assistant Director. 
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Sustainability Week 2012 

Return to Schoharie 

The Campus Center lobby was bustling with activity the 

week of November 12 to 16.  Each day members of the 

USS group tabled to raise awareness on a different      

aspect of environmental sustainability. 

Monday focused on local food, Tuesday on energy, 

Wednesday on environmental awareness, Thursday on 

recycling and Friday on alternative transportation.     

 

 

In addition to tabling,  each evening featured a 

special presentation on the day’s theme.  Plus 

we collected over 6,500 pounds of electronics in 

conjunction with America Recycles Day!   

Thank you to all of our participating partners 

during the week including: UAS, Chartwells, 

Res Life, Parking and Mass Transit,  Altamont 

Orchards, Keep America Beautiful, the Radix 

Center, and RC&R recycling.  

Senior Sangeeta Yadav was so moved by what she experienced 

on our service trip to Schoharie in October that she felt      

compelled to organize a return trip. The small town of        

Schoharie, located about 30 miles west of UAlbany, was      

devastated by Tropical Storm Irene and Lee.  Over 13 feet of 

water poured onto main street, forever changing lives in the 

village.  Sangeeta teamed 

up with Yvette Boafo and 

together they got over 80 

volunteers to venture out 

to Schoharie on a cold, 

snowy Saturday morning.  

Crews worked in the village, nearby Central Bridge and at 

the warehouse in Cobleskill to clean up , demo houses and 

sort donations.  It was a very rewarding experience and 

those affected by the storm pass on their thanks to the  

volunteers. 
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We debuted our new polar bear outfit and hats. 

Food day crew.  

The warehouse crew enjoy lunch, 

courtesy of SALT (Schoharie Area 

Long Term Recovery). 

Getting instructions from Josh,       

Director of SALT. 
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Elementary School Trip 
During the fall semester, Sustainability Community 

Council Chairs Mike Antidormi and Annalisa Greco 

partnered with teacher Jannine Walton of the       

Montessori Magnet School to deliver sustainability    

related programming.  Jannine teaches fourth grade 

at the school, which is located on Tremont Street, just 

a couple of miles from 

UAlbany. On Friday,     

November 16th, Mike and 

Annalisa headed a group 

that went to the school to 

teach the kids about reuse 

and waste reduction.  

They made bracelets from 

reused buttons and     

magnets from old bottle caps. The group returned on 

December 7th to conduct a waste audit with the     

students.  More trips are planned for the spring and 

if anyone is interested in participating, please       

contact Mike at mantidormi@albany.edu.  

Waste audit procedures: Bags of garbage are sorted (1), weighed (2) and data recorded (3) 
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GreenDependence Scholar Named 
Karan Verma as been named the university’s first Green Dependence Scholar.  

This fund was established by the National Grid Foundation.  The goal of the    

program is to develop the next generation of environmental representatives by 

integrating sustainable practices in their chosen career.  Karan will receive 

$2,500 in annual tuition assistance and will be responsible for developing         

environmental sustainability programming.  Karan learned about respecting our 

natural world from his parents, who emigrated to the U.S. from India.  He is a 

public policy major and a member the World of Environmental Sustainability    

living, learning  community.  One day Karan hopes to pursue a career in          

government, working to develop sustainability policies. Congratulations to 

Karan!! 

The fall series of the sustainability roundtable brought a diverse sample of research being conducted 

within our campus. Below is a review of what we learned this semester. 

Dr. Helen Ghiradella gave an insightful talk about Sociobiology. Some of the field’s main precepts is 

that human behavior is just as biological and subject to selection as human physiology and human  

anatomy. Human culture is as basic to our biology as anything else and patterns and behaviors that 

have evolved over millions of years cannot be changed overnight. It is important to remember that we 

have evolved to live in small bands or communities and we still carry these behavioral patterns with us.  

Dr. Richard Perez presented some eye opening data on the power of solar energy. First, the amount of 

energy available from the sun, completely dwarfs the amount of energy that could be garnered through 

all of the other sources (oil, gas, coal, wind, biomass, tidal, etc.) combined. In his presentation, Dr. Perez 

highlighted the work he and his colleagues have done to better quantify the overall costs and benefits of 

using solar energy. This incorporates many factors beyond just the simple comparison of cost of the    

system vs. the cost of current energy. His talk also highlighted the availability 

of solar to meet peak demand needs as well as his work to develop a pilot   

program in NYS called Smart FIT. This would establish a feed in tariff for 

those that install solar arrays, much like they have in Europe.  

On November 7, Caroline Cartier discussed her work on using targeted graz-

ing to control invasive species. Caroline is a Ph.D. candidate in the Biology 

Department. She has been collecting data on the effects of using sheep to   

control several different invasive species including mile-a-minute, multiflora 

rose, and purple loosestrife for the past few years in various locations such as 

Normanskill Farm in Albany, DEC tree farm in Saratoga and Ward Pound Ridge   

Reservation in Westchester. The study has found that the sheep are effective at 

helping to limit the invasive species and creates the opportunity for native plants 

to re-establish themselves, thus leading to a great biodiversity of plant life.  

On December 5th Dr. Mitch Aso, discussed the philosophies with regards to       

ecology and rubber plantation management  in Vietnam during the French colonial 

times in the  early 20th century.  This focused on the movement to reduce or     

eliminate swidden agriculture, a common practice among the indigenous people, 

which involved clear cutting and burning.  Slides of Dr. Aso’s, Dr. Ghiradella’s and Caroline Cartier’s 

presentations will be available on the go green website this spring.  Special thanks to Professor Kendra 

Smith-Howard for arranging this season’s roundtables. 

Sustainability Roundtable 
Volume 6, Issue 5 
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 Opportunities 
As a continuing feature, we are bringing 

you listings for sustainability-related jobs 

both in and out of the area, internships, 

scholarships and other professional         

development opportunities. 

Jobs 
SUSTAINABILITY PROJECT JOB POSTING 

AMERICAN SOLAR PARTNERS 

Position to conduct outreach and social investment 

manager working with unions. Looking for an     

energetic articulate individual with outreach and 

organizing experience. Relevant required           

qualifications include: 

-Ability to make complicated ideas understandable; 

-Experience in community, political, or other types 

of organizing; 

- Adept at social media; 

-Good writing and speaking skills; 

-Interest in environmental issues, renewable      

energy, economics 

Location: Tuckahoe, NY (30 minutes from Grand 

Central on Metro North) 

Starting salary $36,000, could be adjusted to reflect 

experience  

Position Open Immediately Reply to: 

lee@americansolarpartners.com 

 
 

AASHE JOB LISTINGS 
The Association for the Advancement of Sustaina-

bility in Higher Education lists job offers in their 

bulletin. They include assistant professors and 

sustainability coordinators all over the United 

States.  

For a list go to: 

http://www2.aashe.org/archives/2012/1120.php 
Scroll down and all the jobs are listed under 

“Opportunities” 

Over 100 current local, green job     

postings on Green Guru Network. 

Check out:  

http://greengurunetwork.com/resource

s/jobs.html 

SUSTAINABILITY COORDINATOR 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY 

The education and outreach coordinator will    

design, implement and manage an innovative 

campus‐wide education, outreach and engage-

ment strategy to increase the practice of sustain-

able behaviors and enhance awareness of sus-

tainability initiatives and accomplishments in 

order to foster a culture of sustainable decision 

making and action at Tufts. 

Basic requirements are a bachelor’s degree, two 

years of related experience, strong knowledge of 

Microsoft Office, direct experience in sustainabil-

ity, social marketing, institutional change, and 

community engagement campaigns. strong oral 

and written communication skills, experience 

leading in-person training programs, strong pub-

lic speaking, presentation, and meeting manage-

ment skills, ability to develop program and train-

ing materials for a variety of target audiences, 

ability to gauge program effectiveness from    

community feedback and implement improve-

ments to processes or the curriculum as needed 

and  the ability to lift up to 25 pounds. This posi-

tion will include occasional evening and weekend 

hours. This is a full time year round position.  

 

To apply go to:   

https://2xrecruit.kenexa.com/kr/cc/jsp/public/Ema

ilJobDetail.jsf?npi=665B137F6797C0F7213DE82

547E92B47&rand=9DAAB1C3715E6CD0715C66

8F8797099198DDC497C26E1575969E7A621BEE

F933  
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mailto:lee@americansolarpartners.com
http://greengurunetwork.com/resources/jobs.html
http://greengurunetwork.com/resources/jobs.html
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https://sn2prd0410.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=zgp1ZEMsMUmU2SKJfgWG3SuuFZghoc8IiEXVVdVYyKrHiOqxb-y9_CTmRQnAl9Oa_pVhwMclScg.&URL=https%3a%2f%2f2xrecruit.kenexa.com%2fkr%2fcc%2fjsp%2fpublic%2fEmailJobDetail.jsf%3fnpi%3d665B137F6797C0F7213DE82547E92B47%26rand%3
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This group strives to raise awareness and           

implement programming and events designed to 

encourage sustainable behavior on campus.  If you 

are interested in the group, contact them at their 

My Involvement page: http://

albany.collegiatelink.net/organization/USS 

UAlbany Students For  

Sustainability (USS) 

Faculty and Staff   

Sustainability Coordinators 
The sustainability coordinators program is      

designed for faculty and staff members who wish 

to help increase awareness about sustainable  

operations on campus. Coordinators meet the 

first Tuesday of every month at noontime during 

the academic year.  If you would like to become a 

coordinator or would like to nominate someone 

from your department, contact Mary Ellen at 

mmallia@albany.edu. 

THINKGREEN listserv 
This listserv is for faculty who want to participate 

in developing academic offerings that are sustain-

ability related.  To sign up for the list serv go to: 

http://www.albany.edu/its/faculty_listserv.htm 

Get Involved! 
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Student Sustainability 

Council 
This serves as an advisory body to the Office of  

Environmental Sustainability and consists of      

appointed chairs and delegates from the residential 

halls.  Students must apply and complete a      

training session to become an appointed chair.    

The call for chairs goes out in March. 
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COORDINATOR FOR ENERGY AND SUSTAINABILITY 

SUNY NEW PALTZ 

SUNY New Paltz seeks an experienced, dynamic 

professional to provide leadership to the college 

community in advancing the College’s commitment 

to energy management and sustainability. This 

person will be responsible for reducing the campus 

carbon footprint and for directing and supporting 

the Climate Action Plan that the College is com-

mitted to. They will develop a strategy to embed 

principles of sustainability and energy manage-

ment throughout the campus community. This  

position will require close coordination and collab-

oration with many internal and external constitu-

ents, including faculty, staff, students, external 

agencies, the campus sustainability committee and 

the town community. Required qualifications        

include a bachelor’s degree in environmental man-

agement, policy, science, energy efficiency or a    

related field, a minimum of 5 years’ experience 

working in a related field, excellent verbal and 

written communication skills, strong meeting facil-

itation skills, proficiency in MS Word, Excel, Pow-

er Point and other related energy management 

controls software, and the ability to attend meet-

ings after regular business hours. Applications will 

be accepted only from US citizens or permanent 

residents. Preferred qualifications are a master’s 

degree in environmental management, policy, sci-

ence or a related field, experience with disseminat-

ing and presenting information to both academic 

and non-academic audiences and experience utiliz-

ing LEED principles and certification standards in 

building design and remodels. 

 

Send your letter of application, resume and names 

and contact information of three business refer-

ences to: 

SUNY New Paltz 

Search # P12-35 

Coordinator for Sustainability and Energy 

1 Hawk Drive, HR/HAB 203 

New Paltz, NY 12561 

Applications are being accepted until the position 

is filled!!  
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Office of  Environmental                     
Sustainability 

Contact info: 

University  Hall 212 

University at Albany 
1400 Washington Ave 
Albany, NY 12222 

Phone:  Fax: 

(518) 956-8120 (518) 956-8121 

E-mail: 
gogreen@albany.edu  

Web Site: 
www.albany.edu/gogreen  

Director: Mary Ellen Mallia 

mmallia@albany.edu 

Office Contact Info: 

February 

3 Recyclemania Starts 

4 UAlbany Day 

6 Jorgen Randers event 

March 

30 Recyclemania Ends 

April 

Earth and Wellness Day 

Clean up Day 

Shredding Day 

May 

Give and Go 

Stay up to date by accessing our on line         

calendar: 

https://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=a6

e9bseebd24ml1bpfvfsmhgt4%40group.calendar.

google.com&ctz=America/New_York 

Newsletter Editor: 

Nicole Wolodzko 

UAlbany Green  Scene  

UAGreenScene  

Supporting our Programs 

Did You Know?  That you can help the          

sustainability office finance its programs by 

contributing to the UAlbany fund and       

designating the “Office of  Environmental                 

Sustainability” as the recipient.   

For details on how to give, go to: 

http://www.albany.edu/giving/ways_of_givin

g.shtml 
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