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As the fall semester comes to an end, so does 

our 2010 Energy Campaign.  Our goal was to 

reach a 10% reduction in electricity use from our 

baseline.  We just missed out on meeting this 

goal, generating a 9% reduction.  However, this 

equals over 1 million kilowatt hours saved and we 

did improve over last year’s totals.  We are optimis-

tic that we will continue to improve and achieve our 

goal next fall.  

 

In this year’s campaign,  the academic buildings reduced their elec-

tricity consumption by 6% and the dorms reduced their consumption 

by 14% — a very impressive showing from our residence halls!    

 Here are the results of the residence halls and apartments based on 

three different rankings: percent electricity savings, kilowatt hours 

saved and kilowatt hours saved per person: 

Ranking Quad % savings 
1 Freedom  29% 

2 Empire  26% 

3 (tie) State Quad  12% 

3 (tie) 
Alumni 
Quad  12% 

4 
Colonial 
Quad 11% 

5 
Indian 
Quad  10% 

6 
Dutch 
Quad  8% 

Ranking Quad 

Kilowatt 
hours 
saved 

1 Empire  188,935 

2 State Quad  98,226 

3 
Colonial 
Quad 87,234 

4 
Indian 
Quad  72,854 

5 
Dutch 
Quad  62,165 

6 Freedom 52,323 

7 
Alumni 
Quad 45,668 

Ranking Quad 

Kilowatt 
hours 
saved per 
person 

1 Empire 161 

2 Freedom 134 

3 
State 
Quad 85 

4 
Colonial 
Quad 71 

5 
Alumni 
Quad 64 

6 
Dutch 
Quad 55 

7 
Indian 
Quad 51 
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Campus Sustainability Week 

This year the UAlbany Student Sustainability Council worked 

hard to bring something new to our campus: Sustainability 

Week.  Each day had a different theme, representing the vari-

ous aspects of sustainability.  

During the week of November 8th, informational tables were 

set up in the lecture center concourse providing resource mate-

rial, sustainability tips and great prizes which included an 

iPod!  Lil’ D also came and showed his support on Monday as 

he checked out his carbon footprint.   

Each evening, a different quad 

hosted a movie centered on the day’s theme. The whole week wrapped 

up with a panel discussion on how to live more sustainably.  

Monday was Human Impact Day.  We calculated carbon footprints 

and discussed ways to reduce our impact on the environment.  Everyone 

can check out their impact by going to: 

http://www.nature.org/initiatives/climatechange/calculator/ 

Tuesday was Green Energy Day. This highlighted the renewable en-

ergy projects upcoming on campus including geothermal in our new 

dorm, solar panels on the Social Science building and green energy pur-

chases to offset the electricity and heat used in University Hall. 

Wednesday was Transporta-

tion Day. All of our alternative 

transportation offerings were on 

display including our carpooling service (www.IPool2.org), our 

ridesharing service (www.albany.zipride.org) and our car 

sharing service (www.connectbyhertz.com). 

Thursday was Conservation Day. This day we focused on 

how to preserve our natural resources and featured in forma-

tion on the nearby environmental attractions; the Albany Pine 

Bush and Six Mile Waterworks.  In addition, our weekly 

Farmer’s Market took place outside the campus center near 

Dutch Quad. 

Friday we examined ways to incorporate sustainability into our 

own lives with an excellent panel presentation and discussion. Professors Robinson, Kleppel and De-

lano provided examples, along with ones from Indu, our Energy Officer and Mary Ellen, our Sustain-

ability Director. We would like to thank them for giving their time to participate and also recognize 

the following organizations that tabled with us during the week: Cascades Recovery Center, Albany 

Stormwater Collation, Campus Greens, Albany NYPIRG, Hertz (thank you for the iPod to raffle off 

too), CDTA, CDTC, UAlbany Shuttle, Friends of the Albany Pine Brush, Wow Green Now and Jim 

from Altamont Orchards. 

We appreciate everyone’s help greatly!  We look  forward to next year to make it happen 

again! 

The bin shoot was there! 

Erica, Jeremy and Arefur tabling 



Winning Awards 
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On October 29th, 2010 at Albany’s Egg, The University 

at Albany was awarded the Building Sustainable Com-

munities GOBY award from the Stakeholders, Inc.  This 

was the inaugural year for the awards from the non-

profit group which was formed in 2008.  The university 

was nominated for the award by Albany Common Coun-

cil member Leah Golby, who represents the 10th ward (the 

area between Myrtle and Western Avenue from South Allen 

to Robin). 

GOBY is short for the Get On Board Volunteer Awards 

which recognizes companies, organizations and individuals 

who provide exemplary volunteer services in our Capital Re-

gion.  The Stakeholders, Inc. is an intergenerational associa-

tion of community builders and young professionals that 

work for positive change in the Capital Region and encour-

ages sustainability through educational and cultural events.  

They also support volunteer work and strive to create com-

munity partnerships as they commit themselves to building 

diverse, and sustainable communities in the Capital Region.   

For more information on Stakeholders and how to get in-

volved visit: http://www.thestakeholders.org/ 

UAlbany Is A Winner! 

UAlbany Student Sustainability Council 

chairs Hillary Closs, Kelsey O’Brien and 

Tina Daniels on the blue carpet 

Kelsey and Hillary on stage accepting the award 

(Left to right) State council chair Jeremy Grunstra, 

Environmental Sustainability Director Mary Ellen 

Mallia, Colonial council chair Cassidy Drasser and 

Graduate Assistant Bill Valleau pose with the GOBY 

award. 



Hertz Car Share Program 

This semester brought us the Hertz Care Share 

program, which enables any person with a driver’s 

license over 18 years of age to become a member 

and rent a vehicle– even freshmen.  The program 

was certainly a success.  As of the end of Novem-

ber, 86 members enrolled for the program 

and the hours rented for car use nearly tri-

pled in October from September.  The most 

popular car is the Ford Escape on the uptown 

campus.  Don't Miss Out! 

New and existing members can take advantage 

of Connect by Hertz's Holiday Promotion. Sign-

up before December 31st to take advantage 

of the free bonus driving credits.  

Buy $50 worth of driving credit, receive an    

extra $10. 

Buy $100 worth of driving credit, receive an  

extra $25. 

Buy $200 worth of driving credit and receive an 

extra $50. 

Page 4 Sustainability Bulletin 

Hertz Holiday Specials –  

Be Sustainable and Save Money! 

Inaugural Semester a Success! 

Looking for a free ride? 

Don’t forget about our other ride 

share services that are free for the 

campus community: 

CARPOOLING 

Go to www.IPool2.com and register 

to find a carpooling partner, sign up 

for the guaranteed ride home or 

search nearby park and ride lots. 

RIDE SHARING 

Need a one-time ride? Post a re-

quest on the ride share board at 

www.albany.zipride.com 

26% 

21% 

12% 

41% 



Voices from the field 

On occasion, we have asked students who work in the office share their experiences on the front line of 

sustainability activities.  This month, Bill Valleau, the graduate assistant in the Sustainability Office 

this year, shares his experience touring the new single stream recycling facility that opened in south 

Albany in October.  Most of the area’s recycling goes to this facility, if you live in an area serviced by 

County Waste and Recycling, then this is where your items end up!  Read below for an inside look at 

the life of your recyclable materials once they leave your curb.    

UAlbany is a member of NYSAR3 (New York State Association for Reduction, Reuse and Recycling) 

and recently, the Region 4 members visited the County Waste Single Stream Recycling Facility in Al-

bany, as part of its meeting.  County Waste collects only the university’s commingled recycling (cans, 

bottles and glass) but it also services any off-campus students in the Albany area. While the university 

still uses a dual stream system (meaning paper is separated from our commingled), members of our 

community who live off campus may find that they are subject 

to single stream recycling. The owner, Scott Earl, led the 

tour.  At the entrance to the facility is a large live feed video 

screen that will be used as an educational tool for school 

groups and other parties that don’t go into the facility. There is 

a conference room nearby where groups can meet and talk with 

facility managers.   

On the tipping floor (see left), trucks dump the recycling 

loads where large fans help dry any items that are damp. 

Large rigid items such as plastics and metals are removed by 

hand if seen.  Plastic bags are also 

removed by hand.  The plastic bags and rigid plastics are placed in sepa-

rated bays to be sorted and processed Sundays.  The rigid plastics are 

baled while the bags are ripped opened and processed accordingly. The ma-

terials are fed onto a conveyor belt and go through an initial picking line 

where several workers pull the remaining plastic bags and any shredded 

paper and drop them below into separate bins. The material then proceeds 

over an initial set of ―star screens,‖ which are a series of parallel rollers with 

star-shaped knobs every few inches, and holes sized for specific types of ma-

terials in between (see right). At this first set of screens, glass bottles are 

crushed by the knobs and fall through the small holes into a bin, where the 

glass can be shipped out as crushed aggregate. The remaining materials 

(primarily paper, cardboard, and plastic) are lifted up and pass through the screens and progress down 

the line. The second series of screens sort out the plastic containers which fall through to the plastic 

sorting stream.  
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Recycling Field Trip With Graduate Assistant Bill Valleau 
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Field Trip With Bill Valleau Continued 

Plastic containers are currently being stored until the 

―green eyes‖ optical scanner system is on-line; this sys-

tem will sort the plastics by color and type. The card-

board then comes out at a second picking line. The re-

maining fiber stream now consists almost entirely of pa-

per, which is sorted a final time to remove most of the 

remaining contaminants (see right). Plastic lids and caps 

are allowed in this system and aren’t considered con-

taminants. Hardcover books and pizza boxes are ac-

cepted as well.  For some recycling facilities, soiled pizza 

boxes aren’t allowed because of potential pests, but the 

fiber is baled so quickly and sent out that it is not a con-

cern (just remove the wax paper and shake out the box). Materials are baled and shipped out to na-

tional and international markets (see bales below).  For materials going overseas, they take pictures 

of the truck when it is one-quarter full, half full and 

full and send them to the buyer of the bales.  The 

buyer pays half of the cost based on market price 

and quality of the truckload from the digital pic-

tures.  The rest of the payment is made upon receiv-

ing the material. The facility currently receives 

about 500 tons of material each 

day, five to six days per 

week, and is operating at a 

process rate of 18-20 

tons per hour 

(maximum rate is ap-

proximately 35 

tons per hour). The 

facility operates 

two, 10-hour shifts (one shift employs 40 workers and the second, 36), 

and there are four hours of maintenance in every 24 hour period. 

 

All in all it was a very informative and interesting tour. Thanks to Scott 

Earl and County Waste and Recycling for hosting, and thanks to NYSAR3 

for organizing. 

Wintertime and the Eating is Local 
Winter doesn’t mean that you have to give up hopes on eating fresh, local produce.  Although many 

farmer’s markets have come to a close, there are still some options available for those looking to support 

our local farmers. Several year round farmer’s markets have begun, most 

notably the Green Market in Schenectady on Sundays from 10 am to 2 pm 

which moves indoors to Proctors during the winter months.  Another option 

is the Helderberg Market. This is an on-line market that makes weekly de-

liveries from small, diversified farms.  You can check out their offering and 

procedures at: 

http://www.heldebergmarket.com/HeldebergMarket/Home.html 

What is your favorite place to get locally produced goods?  Share them at 

our blog at: http://ualbanygreenscene.wordpress.com/ 

LOOK FOR OUR     

ANNUAL RECYCLE-

MANIA COMPEITION 

IN THE SPRING! 
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Get Involved! 

Sustainability Coordinators 

Sustainability coordinators are faculty and staff 

who would like to participate in the sustainability 

movement. We meet at 12 pm on the first Tuesday 

of every month during the academic year.     

Student Sustainability Council 

Are you student interested in helping out with the 

sustainability movement? Then join the student 

sustainability council. We meet every other Friday 

at 3 pm during the academic year.  Our next meet-

ing will be January 21 in University Hall 306. 

Did you Know???? 

That in addition to our web page, you can 

follow us on Twitter,  Facebook and our 

blog? It’s the easiest way to be up to speed 

with us!  

Office of Environmental Sustainability 

Contact info: 

University  Hall 212 

University at Albany 
1400 Washington Ave 
Albany, NY 12222 

Phone:   Fax: 

(518) 956-8120  (518) 956-8121 

E-mail: 
gogreen@albany.edu  

Web Site: 
www.albany.edu/gogreen  

Director: Mary Ellen Mallia 

mmallia@uamail.albany.edu 

UAlbany Green 

Scene 

UAGreenScene 

  Check out our blog at: 
http://ualbanygreenscene.wordpress.com/ 

Newsletter Contributors: 

Jessica Wysocki 

Bill Valleau 

Cassidy Drasser 

Mary Ellen Mallia 

Spring is always a busy time for the office.  Here is  

a list of our scheduled events: 

Recyclemania 

The national recycling competition returns from 

January 24 to April 2. Our goal is 300,000 pounds. 

Green Grams 

Treats wrapped with green tips available for sale 

in mid-March. 

Earth Love 101  

Our Earth Day celebration. This year we will com-

bine forces with the EAP Wellness Fair for a large 

event on April 14th. 

Shredding day  

Our annual spring tradition co-sponsored with 

EAP.  The mobile shredding unit will be on campus 

to take care of all your sensitive papers. Look for it 

around Arbor Day. 

Clean  up day 

Another tradition in late April. Spruce up the cam-

pus for graduation. 

Give and Go 

Our move out program in mid-May that collects do-

nations for local charities.   

http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/environmental-sustainability-coordinators.shtml
mailto:mmallia@uamail.albany.edu
http://www.albany.edu/gogreen
http://www.facebook.com/uagreenscene
http://twitter.com/uagreenscene

