University at Albany, State University of New York

University Senate

Monday, May 14, 2007

2007-2008 New Senator Orientation took place prior to the start of the 2006-2007 final meeting of the year.    Chair Elect Reed Hoyt welcomed the new Senators, and briefly reviewed the Senate Charter and Faculty By-laws with the group.
New Senators Present:   Henryk Baran, Kristina Bendikas, Irina Birman, Jean-Francois Briere, Bill Ding, John Delano, Jean McLaughlin, David Miller, Neal Robbins
Minutes of the Final Meeting of the 2006-2007 Senate

Present:
J. Philippe Abraham, Bradley Armour-Garb, Joel Berkowitz, Scott Birge, 


Katharine Briar-Lawson, Gerald Burke, Fan Pen Chen, Richard Collier, Edward 

Cupoli, Diane M. Dewar, Sue Faerman, Nicholas Fahrenkopf, Sally Friedman, 

Robert Gibson, Jil Hanifan, Frank Hauser, Susan Herbst, Anne Hildreth, Heather 

Horton, Reed Hoyt, Allen Israel, Jon Jacklet, Donald Keenan, Kevin Lahey,  


William Lanford, Zai Liang, Eric Lifshin, Irene Lurie, Carolyn MacDonald, 


Steven Messner,  John Monfasani, John Murphy, Joy Newman, Olimpia Pelosi,


Marjorie Pryse, Sanjay Putrevu,  R. Michael Range,  Joan Savitt,  Lawrence 


Schell, John Schmidt, David Shub, Lawrence Snyder, Timothy Stephen, 

Brian Tregerman, Daniel Truchan, III, Lynn Videka, Rose-Marie Weber, 
Wendy West, Daniel White, Edelgard Wulfert
Guests:
Altarriba, Jeanette, Psychology


Bartow, Jon, Graduate Studies


Bromley, Ray, International Education

Griffith, Glyne, LACS & English


Harris, Rachel, Judaic Studies

Hoogenboom, Hilde, LLC


Linder, Steven, University Council Student Rep.

Locust, Wayne, Enrollment Management


Mahan, Sheila, Academic Affairs


Salomon, Herman P., LLC

Torres-Horwitt, C. Aida, LLC



Wills, David, LLC

Winn, Mary Beth, LLC
Minutes:
The following Minutes were approved:


February 12, 2007


March 12, 2007


April 16, 2007

Provost’s Report, Presented by Susan Herbst, Officer-In-Charge:

· International Sematech:   International Sematech agreed to locate its headquarters here at UAlbany, it is a great move for the Campus.  
· Burton Lecture:   The event went well, although, there was a bomb scare.  UPD made sure it was safe to continue.  
· Campus Clean-up:   Another successful year and many thanks to those involved.

· Fountain Day:   It was a huge success, an alcohol-free event with 6,597 student participants.   
· Collins Fellows:   The recipients of this year’s Collins Fellows award are Daniel Levy, Educational Administration and Policy and Steven F. Messner, Sociology.

· Enrollment Management:    Freshmen enrollments for fall 2007 are above last year.   
SUNY Faculty Senate Report, by Senator William Lanford:   Senator Lanford reported on the results of the April meeting at Brockport.  .

Senate Chair’s Report, by Diane M. Dewar:

· Data Center Advisory Group:   Chair Dewar reported that she is a member of this Group and the initiative will include upgrading data security, increasing data capacity, and preparing for technical emergencies.   
· Blue Ribbon Writing Task Force:  The Task Force has submitted its findings to OIC Herbst.
· Presidential Search:  The Committee has retained a consulting firm.  The advertisement is currently being reviewed and will be posted shortly.
· Chancellor Ryan’s Departure:  The Senate Executive Committee has agreed to send a letter thanking Chancellor Ryan for the work he has done at UAlbany and for SUNY.  Also, the letter will thank him for the transition to Susan Herbst as OIC, after the death of President Hall.
· Integrity Issue:   The issue of academic integrity will go to CAFFECoR for next year.
· SUNY Plenary Meeting:   This year’s SUNY Plenary Meeting will be hosted by UAlbany and held here at the Campus, from January 31, 2008 to February 2, 2008.   Details are forthcoming.
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

CERS (Committee on Ethics in Research and Scholarship), Elga Wulfert, Chair.  CERS and the Vice President for Research met to discuss possible changes to the policy because its application has revealed some areas of ambiguity. Further discussions are scheduled to take place with the Officer in Charge, the VPR, and University Counsel. Amendments to the policy are likely and will be brought before the Senate in the fall.
COR (Council on Research), Lawrence Schell, Chair.   The final meeting of the Council on Research was held n May 2nd.   The council discussed the proposed change in policy regarding indirect cost allocation with Deans Horney, Phillips and Wick-Pelletier.  VP Videka gave her report to the Council. The Benevolent Review Committee has made changes to the application form that was endorsed by the full Council.  A proposal for the establishment of a new university center, the Center for the Elimination of Minority Health Disparities, was received and discussed.  Senator Frank Hauser took over as Chair for the discussion.  The Committee on Centers and Institutes recommended establishing this Center which had provisional status before.  The motion was discussed and then carried unanimously.  It was forwarded to VP Videka and to the Senate. 
CPCA (Council on Promotions and Continuing Appointments), David Shub, Chair.
The Council has been meeting for 2 ½ - 3 hours once a week throughout the spring semester.   It is on track to clear all remaining cases by the last day of classes.  
GAC (Graduate Academic Council), Sally Friedman, Chair.   GAC discussed changes to several programs and voted on the following:   changes to qualifying exam structure in the Department of Economics, GAC approved.   The M.S. in Forensic Biology, GAC approved.   School of Education – Department of Educational Theory and Practice’s request for program revisions to the MS in General Educational Studies, GAC approved; although it needs to go to UPC and the full Senate in the fall.  The Structure of the Program in a Doctor of Public Health:  needs more discussion in the fall.  A change in the name of the M.A. program in LACS to conform to the department name of the Department of Latin American, Caribbean, and U.S. Latino Studies, GAC approved; it must go through NY State.  GAC reviewed the proposal for a name change for the Graduate School, and a proposal for increasing TOSAL scores for international students.
GOV (Governance Council), Reed Hoyt, Chair.  
The Governance Council met with guest Ray Bromley, Director of International Programs, regarding the role of the International Programs Department.  Professor Bromley then met with the Executive Committee following that meeting.  The Council discussed a draft of a handbook for senators, senate officers, and council chairs.
LISC (Council on Libraries, Information Systems, and Computing), Daniel White, Chair:   Professor White reminded faculty to let LISC members know about journals no longer being used.

UAC (Undergraduate Academic Council), John Monfasani, Chair.  The UAC approved several items which are before the Senate today.

ULC (University Life Council), Joan Savitt, Chair.   ULC is discussing ways that the University at Albany might provide assistance to newly admitted students who will be living off campus.  The needs are clear but the resources are not!  ULC expects this topic to be carried over into the 2007-08 academic year.  A joint proposal from ULC and UPC on Recreation is before the Senate.

UPC (University Planning and Policy Council), Steven Messner, Chair.
UPC met on April 19th and took the following action:  Approved the draft academic calendar for 2008-9 proposed by Robert Gibson, University Registrar; Approved a proposal for the termination of the BA in Broadcast Meteorology and the initiation of a Broadcast Meteorology minor available to students pursuing the Atmospheric Science BS.   The council discussed “Reading Day” but did not take action requiring any recommendation for change.


The council also met on May 3rd and took the following action: Approved a slightly revised resolution originally proposed by ULC on enhancing recreational facilities; Approved the request for a change in the designation of the Major in “Public Policy” to “Public Policy and Management.”


Council members consulted with Mary Gallant from the School of Public Health on the proposal for an undergraduate major in Public Health.   As a faculty-initiated major, the proposal does not require formal UPC approval.  The Council also began discussions of a proposal for a change in the MS in General Education Studies. 
NEW BUSINESS:

· Winter Session:  There was discussion on the Academic Calendar, regarding adding a Winter Session.   A motion was made that the Senate approve the creation of a Winter Session now but that ULC, GAC, and UAC each consider report back to the Senate no later than the October 2007 meeting whether this new session may require revision or rewording of other existing policies such as academic probation and financial aid.   All were in favor, none opposed, and there was one abstention.   

· 2007-2008 Council and Committee slates:   Chair-Elect Hoyt introduced the proposed Council and Committee slates.   They were approved, with one abstention.
· Senate Resolution No. 0607-01:   Additional Recreational Facilities Proposal.   The proposal was introduced by ULC Chair Joan Savitt.  The matter was discussed and the Resolution was unanimously approved with one abstention.  

· Senate Bill No.:  0607-16:  Proposed Changes to Return/Readmission Policy for Bulletin Year.   Professor Monfasani introduced the bill; all were in favor, and the bill passed. 
· Senate Bill No.:  0607-15:  Proposed Changes to the General Education Program.   Professor Monfasani introduced the bill.  There was lengthy discussion on this proposal, including views from faculty and students.   A roll call vote was requested on the Bill.   Roll call was taken and the Bill was defeated 37-2-2.
Respectfully submitted,
Jayne VanDenburgh, Recorder
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