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University At Albany – State University of New York

2005-2006 University Senate

Minutes of October 10, 2005

Present:  J. P. Abraham, J. Berkowitz, R. Bisbing, M. Blum, G. Bunnell, S. Chaiken, 

S. Chinnam, R. Collier, E. Cupoli, D. Dai, D. Dewar, S. Faerman, S. Friedman, R. Geer, 

R. Gibson, K. Hall, J. Hanifan, F. Hauser, A. Hildreth, C. Hong, R. Hoyt, V. Idone, A. Israel, 

M. Jersion, S. B. Kim, L. Kranich, R. Lawson, S. Levine, Z. Liang, P. Leonard, K. Lowery, 

A. Lyons, C. MacDonald, T. Maxwell, S. McClain, L. McNutt, C. Merbler, S. Messner, 

J. Monfasani, G. Moore, J. Murphy , O. Ongiti, M. Pryse, R. M. Range, E. Redkey, 

M. Rodrigurz. J. Savitt, L. Schell, M. Sherman, D. Shub, L. Snyder, J. Stromer-Galley, 

S. Tenenbaum, S. Turner, L. Videka, J. Wagner, B. Weaver, J. Wessman, D. White, A. Worden, E. Wulfert, R. Zitomer, A. Zonder 

Minutes:  The minutes of September 12, 2005 were approved with additions to the attendance list.   

President’s Report:  No Report

University Faculty Senate Report:  No Report

Chair’s Report:  

Temporary Replacement:  A temporary replacement for Jayne VanDenbergh has been hired, Nancy Davis.  The Chair introduced and welcomed Ms. Davis to the Senate.  

Collection for Jayne VanDenbergh:  Senator Merbler is continuing to collect donations for Jayne VanDenbergh.

Military Recruitment on Campus:  The Chair had received a request from Associate Vice President John Murphy to consider sponsoring a Senate Forum on the subject of military recruitment on campus.  Students have exhibited a keen interest in the topic.  The Chair will consult with appropriate Senate bodies and report to the Senate as plans for a forum progress.

Council Reports:  Written council reports were distributed at the meeting (see Appendix).  These reports were updated as follows.

CAA, Malcolm Sherman, Chair:  Joette Stefl-Mabry was nominated for membership on CAA.  The Senate unanimously approved the nomination with a voice vote. 

COR, Vincent Idone, Chair:  No additional information.

CPCA, David Shub, Chair:  No additional information.

GAC, Monica Rodriguez, Chair:  GAC has met, and bills for two new programs will be forthcoming at the November Senate Meeting.

GOV, Diane Dewar, Chair:  Committee assignments have been made.  Committees will be developing handbooks for senators.  The Governance Council has reviewed the proposed By-laws and Charter for the College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering.  They where found to be consistent with University Faculty By-laws and the University Senate Charter, contingent on a few relatively minor wording changes. 

LISC, David Wagner, Chair:  No additional information.

UAC, Philippe Abraham, Chair:  UAC will introduce a bill for a Major in Journalism under “New Business” later in the meeting today.  

ULC, Joan Savitt, Chair:  Senator Savitt expressed appreciation to past-Chair MacDonald for providing documentation concerning the issue of religious holidays and the academic calendar, which have been made available for the meeting..

UPC, Carolyn MacDonald, Chair:  UPC will review several new degree programs and a proposal for a University-wide Honors College.

Committee Reports:
CAFFECOR, Lawrence Snyder:  No additional information.

CERS, Richard Zitomer:  No additional information.

New Business:

Proposal for a Major in Journalism: UAC and UPC introduced a proposal for a new Major in Journalism, which had been posted on the University Senate web page.  While UPC supported the bill, the council also recommends that close attention be paid to enrollments and that a limit on enrollments be considered if staffing is not sufficient.  The proposal passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Academic Calendar:  Senator MacDonald explained that UPC decided against introducing a bill on the academic calendar at this time but rather would like to get the discussion going on the Senate Floor.  She explained that classes are suspended not for purposes of recognizing any religion but rather are suspended when observance of religious holidays would be disruptive administratively.  According to NY State law, students may request to be excused from classes due to observance of their religious holidays.  

A packet of materials summarizing past Senate activity on the calendar issue and enumerating options had been posted on the Senate web page prior to the meeting.  The packet identifies three options:

1) retain the calendar now in effect, which suspends classes on major Christian, Jewish, and Muslim holidays;

2) reinstate the calendar that had been in effect from 1970-2003, which suspends classes on major Christian and Jewish holidays;

3) do not suspend classes on any religious holidays that are not also national holidays.  

An extended discussion of these options and other possibilities ensued.  Some senators expressed concern that more input from students should be solicited before taking any action.  Senators also raised concerns about the following:

· The potential impact of not suspending classes on student recruitment and on fund-raising;

· The possibility that suspending classes on certain religious holidays would encourage other groups to seek class cancellation on their holidays;

· Hesitancy on the part of members of some religious groups to self-identify to be able to observe their religion;

· The logistical difficulties that arise from class cancellations for labs in the natural sciences.

Among alternatives suggested was to establish a population threshold to determine whether observance of a given religious holiday would be likely to create administrative difficulties.  Others proposed continuing class suspension for religious holidays but cutting down on the travel time allowed.   It was noted that the University at Buffalo will implement a “no class suspension” schedule starting in 2006.  An investigation into their experience with the change could be beneficial to the Albany Senate in developing a policy.  

Action was deferred to allow the Senate to solicit greater input from students and other members of the University community.  Senator Redkey reported that the Graduate Student Organization would meet on November 11th, at which time the issue will be raised.  All senators were encouraged to speak with their constituencies and let interested parties know that the issue will be raised again at the November Senate meeting, which is open to the public.  The Chair indicated that he would write to the ex officio graduate and undergraduate student senators to inform them that the issue of the academic calendar would be on the agenda at the next Senate meeting.  

Motion to adjourn: Motion to adjourn was approved and the meeting adjourned at 5 PM.  The next meeting will be November 21st 2005.

APPENDIX.   SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SENATE COUNCIL SUMMARIES
October 10, 2005

Council on Academic Assessment (CAA), Malcolm Sherman, Chair


The Council on Academic Assessments is scheduled to meet on September 22, 2005.  Scheduled agenda items include a proposal (developed over the summer) to assess not just degree programs, but also courses and sequences that students may take to fulfill a requirement of their minor, a general education requirement, or as an elective.  The Council will divide itself into two committees, one that reviews mainly quantitatively oriented departments and one that reviews mainly qualitatively oriented departments.  The schedule of impending reviews will be announced and future meetings scheduled.  The Council (as a result of two resignations from faculty who are on leave) now has the minimum required number of faculty.  The possibility of recruiting new members will be discussed.

Committee on Academic Freedom, Freedom of Expression, and Community Responsibility (CAFFECoR), Lawrence Snyder, Chair

CAFFECoR met on September 15th.  We have begun an exploration of our procedures to deal with student grievances on matters other than grades.  We will meet at 3:00 PM on Wednesday, October 19th in A&S 122.  Dean Sue Faerman, Student Association President Mahaliel Bethea, GEO President Elizabeth Redkey and other student leaders will join CAFFECoR in discussing these matters.

Committee on Ethics in Research and Scholarship (CERS), Richard Zitomer, Chair


No report.

Council on Research (COR), Vincent Idone, Chair


COR has not met yet (first meeting scheduled on October 19), but nearly all the subcommittees, standing and otherwise, are fully designated, this having been done with careful attention to appropriately broad representation.  The Chair also met with VP Videka to go over relevant agenda items for this year from her perspective, and will also send out material prior to the first meeting to solicit input from the COR members as well as to provide background suitable to foster effective discussion at the meetings.

Council on Promotions and Continuing Appointments (CPCA), David Shub, Chair


CPCA had its first meeting on October 7th.  Only one file is complete and awaiting action, although several more are expected in the near future.  A total of 44 cases are expected in this academic year.  As usual, most of the work of the Council will occur in the spring semester.  Most of the meeting was spent in conversation with Provost Herbst.  She impressed us with the importance she attributes to this Council and outlined the criteria that she considers especially important in a promotion file.
Graduate Academic Council (GAC), Monica Rodriguez, Chair


The GAC met on September 29, 2005.  The proposals for dual degree program of MSW/MPH and a Combined BA Judaic Studies / MBA were presented by their respective units. The GAC discussed and approved these two proposals.

Governance Council (GOV), Diane Dewar, Chair

    
The Council met on Friday, 9/16/05, to review the draft Bylaws and Charter of the CNSE.  Robert Geer of CNSE was present to present the documents as well as to answer any questions.  Although we will be proposing a few minor changes to the documents, the documents overall are consistent with the Faculty Bylaws and Senate Charter.  An oral report of our comments will be presented to the Senate in October.


The Council also formed its Committee on Liaisons and Elections, and Committee on Assessment of Governance.  Current business of the Liaisons and Elections committee includes filling UAS slots and adding more CAS members to UPC, as well as offering a forum concerning military recruitment on campus.  Business for the Committee on Assessment of Governance includes the development of handbooks as per the Charter of the Governance committee.

 

Council on Libraries, Information Systems and Computing (LISC), David Wagner, Chair

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1LISC held its first meeting of the year on Thursday, 22 September 2005.  New members were provided an orientation to the Council and its committees.  The new Dean and Director of Libraries, Frank D’Andraia, was introduced to the Council.  Although no business was transacted at the meeting, we did discuss some of the issues that will be matters of concern to the Council during this academic year.  These issues included extensions and clarifications of the recently approved e-mail policy, the University’s level of involvement in activities designed to increase open access to journal publications and other periodic materials, and the prospects for developing one or more institutional repositories at the University.    

Undergraduate Academic Council (UAC), Philippe Abraham, Chair


All of the Undergraduate Academic Council subcommittees have been configured and will begin to meet shortly to consider a number of issues that have been brought to the UAC.


The Undergraduate Academic Council is currently discussing the following items: 

I)         campus-wide Honors College proposal 
II)        advisement policy proposal 
III)       School of Social Welfare standards proposal 



IV)
review of our policies on S/U grading and repeating courses 



V)
School of Business proposal to revise enrollment procedures for some freshman interested in majoring in Accounting or Business Administration 

        The items I, II and V fall under the category of “Council Activity Requiring Consultation or Coordination” because consideration by UPC will or may also be necessary.  Item III has been proposed jointly to UAC and GAC. It seems possible that either or both of the honors and advisement discussions may as well result in a recommendation for change in the Senate charter (for example, the composition of an honors committee within UAC or advisement committee within UAC or ULC) and thus would likewise require approval from the Executive Committee and review and passage from the Governance Council before being submitted to the Senate for a vote. 

        The Undergraduate Academic Council will put forth a bill at the Senate’s meeting of October 10, 2005 for the approval of the proposed major in Journalism. 

University Life Council (ULC), Joan N. Savitt, Chair


ULC heard a presentation from John Reilly about the legalities of making or not making calendar changes.  Basically, no changes to the calendar can be made on solely religious grounds, since that would be advancing a particular religion, but the university can make adjustments in anticipation of otherwise serious administrative disruptions.  That is, since we are obligated under education law to provide make-ups and other accommodations to those who request time off to make a religious observance, and since we can predict that a large percentage of students and faculty will ask for such accommodation on major Jewish holidays, we can make an administrative decision to reschedule those classes in the first place.  Using this logic, we cannot readily claim that there is a similar need to accommodate far smaller populations.  We can also see that the law already allows for students who wish to observe their holidays to observe them, even if the university is already in  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1session.  What was not clear was if there was precedent for adjustments to the calendar in recognition of the fact that certain religious group members might be placing themselves at risk if they self-identified, which would be necessary if the university did not already rearrange the calendar to accommodate them.  


ULC was firm in its belief that we should not restudy the issue since both positions--suspend for no one, and suspend in recognition of the needs of many for accommodations to their religious observances--have been expressed in the legislation that was drafted last year by ULC and the EPC.  


Additionally, ULC briefly discussed the issue of textbook pricing, and   questions about CDTA service defects and possible over-counting of passengers were raised.  


ULC established its standing committees and ad hoc committees, which will meet as needed.  ULC plans to meet as a whole on a monthly basis, and has scheduled its fall sessions for Mondays that do not conflict with the Senate or Executive Council meetings.

University Planning and Policy Council (UPC), Carolyn MacDonald, Chair 


UPC met on September 6, 2005, to select a regular meeting time (8:15am on Tuesdays), organize committees, and select a representative for the university parking committee and the Albany High School program.  It was reported that substantial progress had been made over the summer by the advisement and honors committees and by the group working on the student satisfaction surveys, and that more information would be forthcoming soon.  UPC met on September 27 to discuss advisement, the proposed journalism major, and whether action is required on religious holidays.  A bill proposing the journalism major will be brought to the Senate, as will materials for discussion on the question of the academic holiday schedule.  

SUNY-wide Senate, Richard Collier, Reporter


No report.  The next meeting is scheduled for October 27-29 in Saratoga.

