Council on Research
9:30 – 11:30

Wednesday, October 19, 2005

Campus Center – Terrace Lounge

Members present:  N. Carroll; S. Chinnam; I. Davidson; F. Hauser; V. Idone; D. Lewis; J. Marler; J. Mumpower; R. Perez; R. Sanders; K. Sekiya; S. South; J. Wessman; L. Videka

Members Absent:  Cheryl Frye (sabbatical), W. Weller, L. Schell

Also attending:  Adrienne Bonilla, Director of Research Compliance



     Theresa Walker, Assistant Vice President for Research & Staff Support



           Committee on Centers/Institutes/Specialized Labs



     David Strogatz, Chair, Researchers Liaison Committee



     David Wagner, Chair, IRB Policy Review Committee

Approval of  Minutes
Minutes of the April 20, 2005 meeting were approved.  
Vice President for Research Report
Lynn Videka, Interim Vice President for Research reported on the following:

a. Bob Webster began his duties as Associate Vice President for Research on September 6, 2005.  He will direct the Office for Sponsored Programs as well as assist the Vice President with research development activities.
b. Reports on UAlbany’s FY05 applications and awards - of special note is the fact that awards have decreased in number, but increased in total dollars.
c. IACUC Report – note the only finding that the “ Misconduct Policy is vague and offers no protection for whistleblowers . . . “

d. Indirect Cost Recovery – President Hall has suggested returning more Indirect Cost to units and PIs.    The Researchers Liaison Committee has been given the charge to review the current policy and make recommendations accordingly.  The plan is to re-invest ICR in the research infrastructure.  
e. RF Central – The patent/disclosure dinner is scheduled for November 3, 2005 at the Desmond Hotel to recognize patent inventors. 
f. The grand opening of the Gen*NY*Sis Center for Research on Cancer Genomics will be held on October 18, 2005.
g. Research dashboards are now on the Division’s website; note also that the website is in the process of being revamped.
h. President Hall suggested renaming the Presidential Award for Undergraduate Research after a prominent UAlbany researcher.   Lynn requested recommendations.   (action required)
Election of Chair

Michael  Stessin was unanimously elected chair of the Committee on Centers, Institutes/Labs

University Senate By-Laws
Nan Carroll expressed concern that the requirement to obtain full Senate vote in order to approve centers/institutes for permanent status could create delays which could potentially jeopardize funding or related opportunities.  She recommended that the full authority to approve centers/institutes be returned to the Council.  Council’s decisions will continue to be reported to the Senate, as is the case now.  After some discussion, the Council agreed that the Chair will ask the Senate’s Executive Committee to determine the appropriateness of devolving the approval authority back to just the Council on Research.
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Misconduct Policy
Adrienne Bonilla, Director of Research Compliance, provided background information and explained why this issue was submitted to Council for comments and recommendations.  She explained that the current policy requires all misconduct cases, including non-research cases, to be handled by the Vice President for Research. Adrienne noted that it is inappropriate for the Vice President for Research to have this responsibility, especially for cases outside the scope of research.  The non-research cases can and should be handled by appropriate University officials.  She recommended the following:  1)  develop a new policy to cover non-research issues, and 2) revise the old policy in order to satisfy the requirements of the University’s Assurances. 
Council concluded that the current policy should be revisited, but it might be best to proceed by enumerating items that don’t work or should be removed from the current policy.  Adrienne agreed to provide the Council with a list of those items. (action required)   

Researchers’ Liaison  

David Strogatz reported that the committee met twice and have identified three areas of priority:
1. Review UAlbany’s current ICR distribution policy; recommend changes to reflect an increase in indirect costs return to the units and principal investigators;
2. Initiate visits by representatives of grants, administration, human resources, research compliance, accounting and purchasing to units of the University to establish contacts and provide helpful pre and post-award  information for investigators; and,

3. Implement a pilot of the AIRE model of research support at the School of Public Health and the College of Arts and Sciences.

Institute for Social Services Research & Development – Request for Permanent Institute Status
The Council agreed to table consideration of the proposal pending further discussion with Vice President for Research regarding the Vice President’s commitment as outlined in the Institute’s budget.  In addition, Jeryl Mumpower suggested that the Vice President may  want to consider the impact  of the budgetary request on the Division’s compact plan. 
Meeting adjourned at 11:10

Submitted by:

Janice E. Bogan 

