Council on Research Meeting Minutes

November 18, 2009

Life Sciences Research Building, Conference Room 1143
9:30 am – 11:30 am
Members present:  Berhane Araia, Lance Bosart, Brian Butcher, James Castracane, Richard Cunningham, Kirsten Davison, James Dias, Elizabeth Gaffney, Mengbing Huang, Elaine Lasda-Bergman, Hamilton Lankford, Dale Morse, Robert Nakamura, Kevin Tyle, and Eszter Szalczer.
Members absent:  Bharat Avasarala, Daniel Goodwin, and David Lewis

Also attending:  Adrienne Bonilla, Theresa Walker, and Robert Webster

The meeting was called to order by Council Chair, James Castracane, at 9:40 am.  Berhand Araia and Brian Butcher were introduced and welcomed.
Approval of Minutes of October 21, 2009

Elizabeth Gaffney motioned to accept the minutes; seconded by Elaine Lasda-Bergman. 
Interim Vice President for Research Report

· Interim Vice President Dias presented information on the status of research at UAlbany.  Items of note:

1. UAlbany is #1 among the SUNY wide centers in research expenditures

2. Awards category includes awards made as well as those in progress

3. Applications don’t always translate to awards

4. Expenditures category is an indicator of how we are doing; we expect to see increases with the ARRA data

5. How we want to depict CNSE data is up for discussion

· Responsible Conduct for Research – more information is forthcoming about training for students.

· Million Dollar Club – The College of Arts and Sciences, School of Education, School of Public Health, Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy,  and School of Social Welfare have generated awards of $1M or more.  

Subcommittee Reports (no reports)
Jim Castracane mentioned an issue that was brought to his attention regarding the process for the SUNY-wide Excellence in Research awards.  Interim Vice President Dias suggested that his office will follow up with RF Central Office for further information. Action Item   Meanwhile, the subcommittee on Excellence in Research Awards will make recommendations for the UAlbany awards, but may be asked to assist with the central office awards.  
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Old Business
Update on Action Items
James Castracane reported that he is in the process of contacting President Philip to determine what the Council’s role will be in the search process for the director of the Rockefeller Institute for Government.
James Castracane has also contacted Thomas Gais, Interim Director of the Rockefeller Institute for Government to provide an overview of the institute at a future Council meeting.  

The ICR budget will be put on hold until next year.
University Libraries 
James Castracane referenced the memo sent to Mary Casserly, Director of the University Libraries from Interim Vice President Dias.  The memo noted Council’s recommendation that University Library faculty be eligible to be considered for FRAP B; however, the it explicitly states that the libraries must meet both faculty FTE and research expenditure components of the equation in order to qualify for FRAP.  
James Castracane left the meeting at this juncture and Interim Vice President Dias was asked to continue.  
New Business

Links from Research Division Homepage

Interim Vice President Dias presented an issue that came to his attention regarding a PI who wants a link to his research page from the Research Division homepage.  While there is some value in capturing all of the research that is conducted on campus, one of the concerns is whether this will create an additional workload for Council. 
Other concerns include:

1) What is the specific criteria for determining who will have such a link?
2) To whom is the research being vetted?  Deans?  Council on Research?

3) How will PIs know that this opportunity is available to them?
4) What’s the best way to promote this opportunity?  Deans? 

After a brief discussion, Interim Vice President Dias called for a vote to say there should not be a link from the research division homepage for research activities not approved by the Council on Research.  8 agreed that there should not be a link without approval from Council on Research; 3 abstentions.
Robert Webster announced that a series of meetings on new requirements and updates pertaining to NSF/NIH will be held November 30th, and December 1st , 2nd, and 3rd   .

 The meeting adjourned at 10:30 am
Submitted by Janice Bogan
