Council on Research
February 4, 2009
University Hall  - Conference Room 105
9:30 – 11:30 am
Members present:  Christopher Bischoff, Lance Bosart, James Castracane, Nick Fahrenkopf, Daniel Goodwin, David Lewis, Janet Marler, Kwadwo Sarfoh, Lawrence, Schell, Scott South, Kevin Tyle, and Lynn Videka 

Members absent:  Sandra Austin, Eszter Szalczer, Kirsten Davison, Mengbing Huang, William Reese
Also attending:  Adrienne Bonilla, Terri Casey, Robert Webster

Approval of December 12 Minutes

The minutes were approved by a vote of 10 yes with the following correction to last paragraph under Conference/Journal, “after the deadline occurred.”    
FRAP A Review Committee – James Castracane, Chair

Jim Castracane reported that 11 committee members were assigned to review 4-5 proposals and provide a grade from 1-10.  A primary reviewer for each proposal provided details and discussion to the committee and committee members read a majority of the submissions, if not all.  Past records of FRAP awards and previous funding were also taken into consideration.  Of the $120,000 total, $118,000 was recommended to be awarded.  Award letters will be sent out shortly, along with letters with a description of reasons for those not awarded.  There was discussion about Mary Beth Winn’s application, which ranked 11 out of 20 in the College of Arts and Sciences and 20 out of 39 in the FRAP A Review.
It was suggested that a change or clarification be made for the next round of applications to allow the purchase of computer equipment.
A motion was made to accept the recommendation of the FRAP A Review Committee and was passed unanimously.  A vote was taken and approved to use the $1752 remaining for the FRAP B awards.

Larry Schell and Jim Castracane thanked the Committee members for all their hard work and time spent in reviewing the 40+ proposals submitted and Larry noted that the notification letters would be sent within 10 days.  
Vice President for Research Report

1. Ninth Annual Research Colloquium and Reception honoring federally awarded investigators:  held in the later spring.  Following the last COR meeting suggestion was made for “Translational Research” to be the topic.  Comments? 

2. UAlbany Day at the NYS legislature is scheduled for Feb. 10.  The Division for Research will participate to support UA’s research funding initiatives pending at the state legislature.  

3. Applications and awards have increased across campus for July-Dec., 2008 as compared to the previous year.   

4. We have just prepared our expenditures report to NSF for FY 2007-08. 

a. Overall expenditures are down 13% due primarily to completion of major equipment programs for CNSE. 

b. Federal awards for the campus have increased by 3%.  This is a major accomplishment in the current funding climate.  

5. The President’s Economic Stimulus Package contains increases for science funding at NIH and NSF.  We have submitted 3 proposals to NYSTAR for “shovel ready” infrastructure projects.  They are:  

a. Building completion and equipment funds for IRNAST 

b. Major equipment request to develop new technologies at the Center for Functional Genomics. 

c. Infrastructure repairs to the Atmospheric Sciences Research facility on the peak of Whiteface Mountain. 

6. The Benevolent Society has approved an additional $500 to support recommended student research from Fall, 2008. 

7. The Center for Financial Market Regulation (David McCaffrey, Center Director) is an interdisciplinary program proposed by Rockefeller College, the College of Computing and Information and The School of Business.  It was provisionally approved by Lynn Videka, VPR, and Larry Schell, Chair, COR.   

Larry Schell thanked VP Videka for her report, encouraged submission for topics for the 2009 Division for Research colloquium, and strongly encouraged participation on February 10 UAlbany Advocacy Day.  VP Videka also noted that the federally awarded investigators will again be honored at the colloquium, as in the past.  
Conference/Journal – Lance Bosart, Chair
Lance Bosart revisited the discussion of last month concerning the two conference award applicants that were not recommended.  Applicant I requested funds for a conference that has already occurred and Applicant II did not clearly specify how the funds will be used.  Applicants revised and resubmitted their applications, addressing the issues.  The Committee recommended both applications, a vote was taken and passed unanimously.  

Discussion followed to change guidelines to read:  

· Were not a recipient of a conference support award in any of the past 12 months.
Action:  Lance Bosart will add statement for the next meeting, to go in effect for academic year 09/10.  Council voted unanimously.  

VP Videka encouraged the Conflict of Interest Committee and Centers/Institutes Committee to hold meetings during the next month.  

Old Business
Researchers Liaison Committee – Cheryl Frye has stepped down as Co-Chair and Dave Strogatz will again serve as Co-Chair.  He has suggested someone from the uptown campus.  Larry Schell called for recommendations:  Suggestions included Vince Idone, Walter Little, Ewan McNay, Andrei Lapenas.  Kevin Tyle voiced his willingness to serve on the committee.  

Larry Schell has invited VP Kathy Lowery to attend the next meeting scheduled for March 4 to address the distribution of campus-wide research investments and to provide details of how the funds are utilized.   
New Business

None

Meeting adjourned at 10:45 am

Submitted by Terri Casey in the absence of Janice Bogan
