Council on Research Meeting

Wednesday,  March 7, 2007
9:30-11:30 am

CC – Assembly Hall

Members present:  C. Bischoff,  L. Bosart,  P. Lee,  D.Lewis,  J. Marler,  L. Schell, S. South, B. Shaw,  L. Videka,  W. West

Members absent:  J. Castracane,  S. Chittur,  F. Hauser, J.  Mistry
Also attending:  R. Webster, C. Frye
Approval of Minutes – March 7, 2007

The minutes were unanimously approved.  Motioned by Shaw, seconded by Marler.

Vice President for Research Report – Lynn Videka
· Empire Innovations Program Update
One hire has already occurred in NanoScale (Timothy Gross); the hires for School of Public Health/Cancer Center are in progress.  For next year, the emphasis will be placed on hires in Nanomedicine, RNA Institutes (new initiative of College of Arts and Sciences) and College of Computing and Information (human cognition and computing initiative).  In addition, Risa Palm, SUNY Provost, will be working with an advisory panel who will assist her with determining the allocation for each institution.  Heretofore, the allocations were determined by a formula and the funds were divided according to the institution’s federal funding.  Note that the programs makes no provisions for funding social scientists.
· Research Colloquium

The 8th Annual Research Colloquium will be held on Monday, April 23, 2007.  The theme is Emergency Preparedness and Business Continuity in Research.  The speaker will be Dr. Laura Levy from Tulane University, followed by panelists from CNSE, CTG and  Environmental Health and Safety. 
Federally funded investigators will also be honored at the colloquium.  

· Life Sciences Development Committee

The Life Sciences Development Committee will focus on two things: 1) investing in web and print based media improvements and 2)  Senior scientist seminar series.  The seminar series is interdisciplinary which will bring together various units and will serve as a model for research development in other areas. 
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Update on Coeus


Robert Webster

Bob provided an overview of the Coeus, a comprehensive research administration system developed at MIT.  This is an undertaking of the SUNY campus centers, with a start-up cost for UAlbany of approximately $130,000.  The software package will assist in managing grant applications for submission to grants.gov and other agencies.  Coeus includes many research administration features such as IRB, Conflict of Interest, Campus impact statement, search for funding opportunities, all of which will be used at some point; however, the immediate focus is proposal submission.  Eventually, Coeus will feed into the Oracle system so that it will become a “cradle to grave” system.

The warehousing of all data will be located at SUNY Buffalo.  The proposed live date is late June or early July in order to prepare for the required fall date for application submission.  

Because of the many questions and concerns, it was suggested that a faculty panel be developed to help with the implementation process.  Bob did caution that there is not much opportunity  to change the overall product; however he welcomes input and guidance, as we want to refrain from creating an extra burden for PIs. 

Subcommittee Reports

Researchers Liaison Committee

Cheryl Frye reported that the committee decided to focus on two of the Communication subgroup’s recommendations from last year.  For the next meeting, the committee will review and be prepared to comment on 1) contact sheet for PIs, and 2)  Research Division website

Old Business

Proposed Distribution of Indirect Cost 

The Chair requested that this item remain on the agenda and should be vetted by all until it is resolved at the senior administrative level.  Vice President Videka has reported at prior COR meetings that the Deans have reviewed the proposal and have varying reactions.  In general, there are many questions and concerns about the proposed distribution of indirect cost, such as:

· Should the amount or percentage of ICR be increased? 
· How much should be re-invested into research infrastructure? 
At what level will be the investment be most effectively used?  schools/colleges?  PI level?  

· The proposed sliding scale may penalize PIs generating a lower overhead rate.

· How much administrative cost is actually needed to make this work?
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After some discussion, Council agreed to invite the Deans to a future COR meeting to exchange concerns regarding the proposal.  (Action Item)
A few Council members questioned the purpose of the discussion since Council approved  the recommendation last year.  Christopher Bischoff motioned that the proposed distribution is indeed appropriate, but perhaps the percentage should be higher.   Seconded by Lewis.   Motioned passed. 

New Business

None

Meeting adjourned at 11:30 am

Submitted by Janice Bogan 
