Council on Research Meeting
Wednesday, December 13, 2006

2:00 – 3:00 - UNH 200

Members present:  C. Bischoff, L. Bosart, J. Castracane, F. Hauser, P. Lee, D. Lewis, L. Schell, S. South, B. Shaw, W. West, and A. Haas.
Members absent:  J. Marler, S. Chittur, J. Mistry, L.Videka

Also attending:  Mary Louise Mallick and Drew Anderson

In the absence of the Chair, Andy Haas, the meeting was convened at 2:20 by Larry Schell.

Introductions

Mary Louise Mallick, former Secretary of the Senate Finance Committee, recently joined the UAlbany staff as Senior Research Advisor.  She will oversee the development of the East Campus.

Approval of November 29 Meeting Minutes

Minutes were approved with one abstention.  Moved by Bosart, seconded by Lewis

Subcommittee Reports

Benevolent

David Lewis reported that the committee is planning a meeting to consider enhancements to the Benevolent Award program guidelines and application procedures.  The quality of proposals received continues to be a concern.  One suggestion was to consider making a stellar proposal available to applicants as a guide.  Action item:  Lewis will follow up on this suggestion.
Conference/Journal 
Lance Bosart reported that the Committee recommended funding seven of the nine proposals that were submitted.  After a brief discussion, the vote was as follows:  9 yes, 1 abstention.
Upon the arrival of Andy Haas, the meeting continued under his chairmanship.
FRAP

Andy Haas reported that of the twenty-two (22) FRAP proposals, 14 were recommended for funding.  It was noted that the recommended funding exceeds the allocation, and as such, the committee suggested that the Vice President for Research take appropriate action regarding the award that resulted in the excess.  

Schell expressed concerns about the quality of feedback that non-recipients receive regarding their proposals.  After a brief discussion, it was decided that the Committee would re-convene and determine language that provides helpful feedback, especially for those who wish to apply in the future.
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Schell moved that Council put forward the FRAP recommendations to the Vice President for Research; seconded by Hauser.  Vote carried unanimously.

Voice of the PI Forum
The Voice of the PI Summary was distributed for Council’s information (see attached).  Cheryl Frye reviewed the document; highlighting some of the issues that were raised.

Schell noted that the summary does not address the main issue of the proposed ICR Distribution and that is, the total amount returned to the PIs should be increased from 10% to 16%.  He felt that the summary should accurately reflect the Researchers Liaison Committee’s proposal.  Janice noted that the distribution of the summary was in progress; furthermore, this issue was not raised at the forum.  Council felt that Schell follow up with the Vice President for Research for clarification.
Meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm

Submitted by Janice E. Bogan

