Council on Research Meeting
Wednesday, February 1, 2006 
Campus Center – Terrace Lounge

9:30 – 11:30

Members present:  N. Carroll, I. Davidson, C. Frye, F. Hauser, V. Idone, J. Mumpower, R. Perez, R. Sanders, K. Sekiya, L. Schell, S. South, L. Videka, W. Weller, J. Wessman.

Members absent:  J. Marler, P. Porter, S. Chinnam, D. Lewis

Also attending:  Robert Webster, Theresa Walker, Devendra Potnis, David Strogatz
Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the December 14, 2005 meeting were approved with one correction:  James Wessman was not in attendance.  Moved by Wessman, seconded by Sanders.
Interim Vice President for Research Report

Devendra Potnis, Research Division Graduate Assistant, gave a demonstration of the revised Research Division web page.
The 7th Annual Research Colloquium will be held on March 30, 2006 in the D’Ambra Auditorium of the Life Sciences Building.  The theme is Research Career Development.
The 3rd Annual Honors Conference will be held on April 27 and 28.  Presidential scholars will receive a small award from the UAlbany Undergraduate Research Endowment Program.  Also, students awarded the Presidential Award for Undergraduate Research will be encouraged to participate in the poster session of the Honors Conference.  As an aside note, Lynn asked Council members to continue forwarding recommendations for renaming the award.

The ICR Distribution recommendation was distributed to the Deans for their review and comments.  Commentary from other groups will also be solicited, e.g., PIs; center directors.  Closure will not occur, however, until the new Vice President for Research is on board.

Dr. Harris Lewin, Director for the Institute for Genomic Biology and Professor of Immunogenetics, Gutgsell Chair at the University of Illinois, was brought to campus to provide advice and guidance on development of life sciences at UAlbany.  A report is forthcoming.
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Interim Vice President for Research Report (continued)
The top ten priorities, including animal care facilities and undergraduate research, from the Research compact plan will be forwarded to the University Planning and Policy Council  (UPC).  

On a related compact plan issue, Vince Idone noted that Marjorie Pryse is currently reviewing the broader issue of graduate assistantships/stipends at UAlbany.  It was suggested that since training grants is not one of our stronger areas, perhaps Marjorie should be invited to a future meeting to update Council on the status of her review (action item).
The Vice President for Research search is in progress.  

The Electronic Research submission seminar was very well attended (70+ attendees).  

Conference/Journal Committee Report 
Robert Sanders reported that the conference/journal awards have been finalized for the fall round.  

A motion was made by Sanders and seconded by Hauser to accept the recommendations brought forth by the committee (see attached).  The recommendations were unanimously accepted by the Council.  The Council also voted unanimously to adopt the recommendations now, but strongly encouraged the committee to implement the changes in spirit during the spring round of competition rather than delay until fall. 
Committee on Centers/Institutes/Specialized Labs Report
Vince Idone requested relief from the duty of chair for Michael Stessin, and asked for a volunteer to assume the role.  Since there was no volunteer, Vince will name a chair and will report back to Council.

Excellence in Research 

Vince Idone reported that the deadline for submitting nominations has been extended to February 28, 2006.  Deans and chairs will be informed of the extension. 

Researchers Liaison Committee Report

David Strogatz reported that the committee will continue the same strategy of dividing into small groups, as was the case for fall semester.  The Co-Chairs will rethink small group composition and assignments, since one group has completed its mission.

There are still two groups who need to complete recommendations:

AIRE model group wants to take a more careful look at the feasibility of this model for the College of Arts and Sciences and the East Campus.  The communications group will 
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continue to review strategies for accomplishing the goal of enhanced communications using resources that are currently available.
COR Chair Report

Vince Idone reported that he has conferred with the University Senate leadership regarding clarification of  Council on Research/University Planning and Policy Council roles in determining center/institute status as reflected in the Senate By-Laws.   He will
propose appropriate text for review at the next Council meeting (action item). 
Old Business – none

New Business – none

Meeting adjourned at 10:40 am

Submitted by

Janice Bogan, Staff Support

Documents distributed at meeting:  2004-05 Research Brochure
