Council on Research Meeting - April 19, 2006
9:30 – 11:30 am

CC – Room 370

Members present:  Nan Carroll, Cheryl Frye, Frank Hauser, Vincent Idone, Janet Marler, Jeryl Mumpower, Richard Perez, Robert Sanders, Lawrence Schell, Scott South, Lynn Videka, James Wessman 
Members absent:  David Lewis, Ian Davidson, Sairam Chinnam, Keiko Sekiya, Wendy Weller, Paul Porter

Also attending:  David Strogatz, David Wagner, Adrienne Bonilla, Robert Webster, Theresa Walker

Meeting was called to order by Vincent Idone, Chair.

Interim Vice President for Research Report

Lynn Videka’s report included the following:

· Four UAlbany faculty members will receive the Research Foundation Research and Scholarship Award.  The recognition dinner will be held on May 3, 2006.

· A draft of the Honors Booklet was circulated.  Interim VP Videka noted that the completed booklet will be available at the Honors Conference to be held on April 27 and 28 in the Standish Room of the Science Library.  The Presidential Scholars listed received the Undergraduate Research Endowment Awards.  Faculty mentors were also given a modest stipend to assist with buying supplies and expenses.  The conference will include presentations and poster sessions from students receiving the endowment awards, students awarded the Presidential Award for Undergraduate Research, and other students who achieved honors in their major.

Janice will circulate the calendar of events to Council membership. (action item)
Council members observed that there was a disconnect between the students’ majors and the research conducted.   Interim VP Videka noted that many of the students are freshmen, so this may not be much of an issue.  The other observation was that there are faculty working with non-presidential scholars and at some point they should be recognized.  This will be taken under advisement by the Vice President for Research and the Vice President for Student Success. 

· Vice President for Research search - Members were encouraged to take the opportunity to meet the candidates for VP Research; feedback from Council is very critical.

· The Compact Plan is completed for now.

Page 2 - Council on Research – April 19, 2006 Minutes

Minutes of the March 8, 2006 meeting

The minutes were approved with two corrections:  add Forensic in the title for CIFA and note that Larry Schell was in attendance. Moved by Hauser; seconded by Frye.
UAlbany Policy and Procedures on Misconduct in Research and Scholarship
Adrienne Bonilla, Director of Research Compliance, reviewed changes made to the policy.  Sanders moved to accept the document with the changes; Wessman seconded.   Unanimously approved.
Policy on Conflict of Interest and the Conflict of Interest Form – Disclosure of Significant Financial Interests and Obligations
Robert Webster, Associate Vice President for Research, reported that the current policy is out of compliance.  He noted that although there are some policy changes, the primary changes are to procedures.   Webster also noted that the issue of sanctions (which is not in the current policy) should be addressed in the future.  Council agreed that the 2006-07 Council should undertake this task. (action item)
There was discussion regarding the composition of the Conflict Review Committee.  Council agreed that at least five of the eight faculty representatives should be COR members with specifications that the COR members will not be reporting back to Council.  
Webster requested approval of the recommended policy to include changes recommended by Council.  In addition, Council will review the policy and be prepared to discuss and recommend additional changes (if applicable) in the fall. (action item)  Moved by Hauser; seconded by Sanders.  Unanimously approved. 

Policy Regarding Distribution of Credit for Sponsored Projects Involving more than one Organizational Unit
Robert Webster presented the policy as information to Council.
Carroll moved to endorse the policy and changes made per a prior meeting.  Seconded by Frye.

Subcommittee Reports
Benevolent 

Janet Marler reported in the absence of David Lewis.  Council voted to accept the recommendations brought forth by the committee and to request that the applicants be fully funded up to $500 if the Vice President can make up the difference.  
Marler also reported on two issues that were discussed in the subcommittee meeting:   

a.  Should there be a policy regarding repeat applicants?
b.  What consideration, if any, should be given to those seeking seed funding?
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As a solution to the repeat applicants, Council discussed the possibility of including narrative on the application indicating that resubmission of a proposal should be accompanied by a short explanation describing changes made and that preference will be given to those who have not submitted a prior application.

Conference/Journal Support Award 
Robert Sanders brought forth the recommendation from the committee that the two conference and one journal requests be approved.

Committee on Centers/Institutes/Specialized Labs

Jeryl Mumpower reported that a plan will be put into effect to integrate center/institutes with the on-going process of the departments.  The plan is to begin with evaluating a few centers during the upcoming year.  Vince Idone noted that there will likely be some revision to the overall assessment process for departments.  
IRB
David Wagner presented the proposed policy on Inclusion of “Exempt” Category in IRB Human Subjects Reviews that is to be presented to University Senate.
Researchers Liaison Committee
Cheryl Frye reported that the AIRE model subgroup has gathered information, and a group from College of Arts and Sciences will meet soon to determine next steps.  In addition, the communications subgroup has been meeting.  It is now necessary to have a full committee meeting to ensure consistency and to make sure the committee is moving in the right direction. 
Old Business 

Vince Idone asked the membership to submit questions to him for the Vice President for Research candidates’ interviews.  

Senate By-Laws 

Vince Idone reported that the proposed revised wording was sent to the Senate Executive Committee, then to Governance Council that is chaired by Diane Dewar.  Diane raised the question regarding the rational for the change and how it differs from charter as it now stands.  Idone will continue discussion with Senate on this.
Meeting adjourned at 11:35 am.
Submitted by Janice Bogan

