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         Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies

         Aiming toward justice and learning across differences.
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            Department of Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies

      

  
    
        

  
    
      
  
    
      
      
          The Department of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies has been educating students at the University at Albany since offering its first course in 1971. The program first offered a major in Women’s Studies in 1984, became a department in 1990, added the graduate program in 2000, and changed its name to Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies (WGSS) in 2014. 

 

WGSS explores the subjects of women and gender through the intersectional lens of race, class, sexuality, and nationality. We also teach a variety of courses across interdisciplinary fields and maintain commitment to social justice education, under the guidance of a diverse faculty with expertise in racially inclusive and global gender issues. These subjects are explored on both undergraduate and graduate levels, which prepare students to be agents for positive social change in whatever career paths they choose and life goals they pursue. 
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            WGSS degree recipients apply their learning...



      
      


  
  
          

      

      
            ...from the classroom  



  [image: UAlbany Classroom with teacher at front of classroom and students' backs to us.]




University at Albany classroom.



...to the Internet 
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WGSS alumna Samhita Mukhopadhyay '00, Executive Editor of Teen Vogue.




      
  



      
             ...to the streets 
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UAlbany WGSS students took to the streets in Washington D.C. dressed as handmaids.



 ...even to the big screen
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WGSS alumna Nora Lum '11, AKA Awkwafina, has starred in major motion pictures.




      
  


  


      


  
  
          
            Joan E. Schulz Endowment


Created with seed money and fundraising ingenuity by Professor Emerita Judith Fetterley and other members of the Community of Founders, the Endowment generates income to fund a biennial lecture on "Feminism, Knowledge, and Pedagogy" as well as two graduate assistants assigned to the undergraduate Teaching Collective.


Named in honor of Emerita Professor of English and Women's Studies Joan E. Schulz (1930-2016), who, with Professor Fetterley, founded the Undergraduate Teaching Collective, the Endowment commemorates the vital aspects of second-wave feminism that continue to energize Women's Studies, in particular the connection between academic knowledge and political activism that Professor Schulz brought to her own pedagogy.




Please Donate


You can make a tax-deductible contribution to the Joan E. Schulz Endowment by donating online or you can send your check by mail to the Department. Please make check payable to University at Albany Foundation with notation that it is for the Schulz Endowment.
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    Hobson Shares Insights on Symbolism, Historical Context of Beyoncé's Album Cover

  
April 3, 2024


Janell Hobson, professor of Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies, discussed the symbolism and historical messages behind Beyoncé's "Cowboy Carter" album cover in an interview with NPR and an article in Ms. magazine. 
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    WGSS Core Faculty Member Dr. Rajani Bhatia and Co-PI Anne Hendrixson Win NSF Grant

  
March 21, 2024


Dr. Rajani Bhatia, Associate Professor of Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies, was awarded a $419,917 National Science Foundation (NSF) grant for the project "Re-presenting Population Science Data in the Context of Shifting Demographic Dynamics, Climate Change and Alternative Epistemologies," in collaboration with Co-PI Anne Hendrixson, Senior Policy Analyst for Challenging Population Control at Collective Power for Reproductive Justice.
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    Sociology Professor Tapped for SUNY Civic Education and Discourse Fellowship

  
March 13, 2024


Angie Chug was one of 10 faculty members across SUNY named to the fellowship program, designed to boost civic engagement and discourse among students, faculty and staff.


          
        [image: ]

    WGSS Department Hosting 2024 Capital District Feminist Studies Conference

  
March 4, 2024


The day-long conference will include panel discussions on history, politics, power, policy and the future. Speakers and presenters include scholars and faculty from UAlbany as well as Columbia, Colgate, Skidmore, RPI, Siena and Russell Sage, as well as students and activists.
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    WGSS to Host the 12th Annual Capital District Feminist Studies Consortium Conference

  
February 26, 2024


Join us at Assembly Hall on March 8 for the Capital District Feminist Studies Consortium Conference (CDFSC). Capitalizing on a robust and accomplished concentration of feminist scholars, teachers, students, practitioners, and advocates in the region, the CDFSC seeks to create an opportunity for interdisciplinary dialogue and collaboration.
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            Humanities 355

      
            1400 Washington Avenue
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United States


      

      
  
    Email

              [email protected]

          


  
    Phone

              518-442-4220

          


  


  
    Office Hours

              Office hours are available on site or by phone.


Mondays: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Tuesdays: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Wednesdays: 9 to 11 a.m. and 3 to 5 p.m.

Thursdays: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Fridays: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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