
a. Must a timely warning be issued? Yes or No?  
b. Can/should/must it contain Rick’s name? Yes or No?  
c. Bonus: Would this violate FERPA if the college released his name? Yes or 

No.  
 
A:  

a. YES.  
b. IT CAN, IT SHOULD, AND I WOULD CONSIDER IT A MUST, AT LEAST AS 

SUPPLIED TO THE SORORITY.  
c. BONUS: NO. FERPA’S HEALTH AND SAFETY EXCEPTION APPLIES 

HERE TO PERMIT RELEASE.  
 
23) Q: Martin, a campus newspaper reporter, walks into the campus police station, and asks to see the 

campus police log entry on a crime that was reported last week. The clerk tells him under federal law, she 
has two business days to produce the log entry for Martin. True or False?  

 
A: FALSE. THE POLICE MUST PRODUCE THE ENTRY WHEN IT IS REQUESTED. THE CAMPUS POLICE 
HAVE TWO BUSINESS DAYS TO ENTER THE REPORT IN THE LOG FROM THE TIME IT IS REPORTED, 
BUT THAT TIME PERIOD HAS ALREADY PASSED.  
 
24) Q: John, a resident student, reports that his IPOD has been stolen from his room. He believes his 

roommate took it, but there is no evidence to support that. His room door was unlocked at the time, and 
the IPOD was visible and lying on a table. Is this to be classified as a burglary or a theft?  

 
A: BURGLARY. UNDER A QUIRK OF THE UCR, BURGLARY IS THE DEFAULT WHEN YOU CANNOT 
CLASSIFY A TAKING AS A THEFT OR ROBBERY. IF THE ROOMMATE CONCLUSIVELY TOOK THE 
IPOD, THIS COUNTS AS A THEFT, BECAUSE THE ROOMMATE WAS AUTHORIZED TO BE PRESENT AT 
THE SCENE OF THE TAKING. HOWEVER, IN THIS EXAMPLE, WE DO NOT KNOW WHO TOOK THE 
IPOD, OR WHETHER THAT PERSON WAS AUTHORIZED TO BE PRESENT OR NOT. THEREFORE, IN 
THE ABSENCE OF THAT KNOWLEDGE, THE UCR RULE DEFAULTS TO BURGLARY.  
 
 
All information offered in this publication is the opinion of the author, and is not given as legal advice. Reliance 
on this information is at the sole risk of the reader.   
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