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Many people ask about the ways in which drug use 
varies across arrestees charged with different offenses.  
ADAM interviews are conducted with as representative a 
sample of arrestees as we are able to draw, and not with only 
drug offenders, so this is quite a reasonable question to ask.  
During 2001, nearly one third of the Capital District ADAM 
respondents were arrested for violent offenses, the most 
numerous of which included aggravated and simple assault, 
sexual assault, robbery, child abuse, and violation of an order 
of protection.  Nearly one quarter were arrested for a property 
offense, including larceny/theft, destruction of property, 
burglary, fraud, and forgery.  Thirteen percent were arrested 
for a drug offense, including possession and/or sale.  One 
third were arrested for some other type of offense, mostly 
probation or parole violations (one third of these arrests), 
flight or obstruction of justice (about one quarter), DWI 
(about 15%), and other traffic offenses. 1 
 
 The prevalence of drug use among arrestees in each 
of these four categories, as indicated by positive drug tests, is 
shown in Figure 1.  Drug offenders were the most likely to 
test positive for either marijuana or cocaine–nearly half of the 
drug offenders tested positive for cocaine–and one quarter 

tested positive for multiple drugs.  But 40 to 50% of violent 
and property offenders tested positive for marijuana, and 
moreover, one third of property offenders tested positive for 
cocaine; 20% of the property offenders, and 17% of the 
violent offenders, were poly-drug users. 
 
 It is important to bear in mind that, by their 



 
However, the arrest charge bears a somewhat 

stronger relationship to drug abuse or dependence.  Nearly 
60% of drug offenders were at risk of drug dependence, and 
an additional 10% were at risk of drug abuse (see Figure 1).  
Slightly less than one third of violent offenders, 45% of 
property offenders, and 28% of other offenders, were at risk 
of dependence. 2 
 
 Another way–and perhaps a more enlightening 
way–of examining this association is to turn it around, by 
breaking down charges by drug test results (see Figure 2).  
Those who tested positive for no drugs were unlikely to be 
arrested on drug charges (9%), and most likely to be arrested 
for a violent offense (36%) or some other offense (36%).3  
Those who tested positive for only marijuana were also most 
likely to be arrested for a violent offense (32%), but with 

property offenses a close second (30%) and other offenses a 
close third (28%).  Those who tested positive for either 
cocaine or heroin–mostly cocaine–were (unsurprisingly) 
much more likely than other arrestees to be arrested on drug 
charges, and less likely than others to be arrested for a violent 
offense (17%).  Those who tested positive for multiple drugs 
(mostly marijuana and cocaine) differ some from those who 
tested positive for only cocaine or heroin, in that they were 
more likely to be arrested for a violent offense, and less likely 
to be arrested for some other offense. 4 
 
 These patterns are consistent with research that 
shows that users of illicit drugs commit predatory crime with 
economic motives, and also with research that has found that 
the pharmacological or psychopharmacological effects of 
illicit drugs on aggression and violence tend to be weak.  

 
Figure 2:  Type of Offense, by Drug Test Results 
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Endnotes 

1. Cases with multiple charges are classified in the category of the 
most serious offense–violent, property, drug, and other, in that order 
of seriousness. 

2.  These figures understate the proportion of arrestees at risk for drug 
dependence by some degree, as some respondents underreport their 
drug use (see issue 1:4 of the Bulletin).  Violent offenders are 
somewhat more prone to underreporting than other offenders, and 
hence the differences in drug dependence found here may be 
overstated to some degree. 

3. For this chart, multiple charges are counted in multiple categories, 
as appropriate, and so percentages may sum to more than 100. 

 

 

 

4. The differences in arrest charges between those who test positive 
for cocaine or heroin, and those who test positive for multiple drugs, 
are not so large relative to the sample size that we can  confidently 
distinguish them from sampling fluctuation. 
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Capital District ADAM Project web site: 
http://www.albany.edu/hindelang/albany_police.html  
 
The Capital District Adam Bulletin is now accessible at our web site, 
in the form of “PDF” documents.   
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