
 DOCUMENTARY STUDIES PROGRAM 

  An interdisciplinary program devoted to research, fieldwork, and    
  nonfiction storytelling with camera, microphone, computer, and pen 

Courses, lectures, fieldwork  
opportunities, exhibition  
series, and workshops in:  

¶ Archival text and media research  

¶ Documentary photography  

¶ Nonfiction filmmaking:  

scriptwriting, cinematography, 

lighting, sound design, nonlinear 

digital editing  

¶ Radio/Audio documentary  

production (broadcasting and  

pod -casting)  

¶ Hypermedia authoring and  

design  

¶ CD/DVD and High Definition (HD)  

DVD authoring  

¶ Nonfiction narrative writing  

¶ Digital nonfiction storytelling  

¶ Nature and science documentaries  

¶ Ethnographic filmmaking  

The Documentary Studies Program, an interdisciplinary 

program within the College of Arts and Sciences at the 
University at Albany, offers students an opportunity to 

explore diverse approaches to documentary work in 
photography, video/film, radio, nonfiction writing and 

print journalism, and hypermedia/multimedia. The  
Program includes instruction in Art, Communication,  
History, Journalism, and Music, and offers theoretical 

and practical courses in video/filmmaking, audio/radio 
documentary production, oral history, documentary 

writing and research, media history, photography, and 

multimedia authoring.  

 

 

 

 

The Program 

The Program combines a solid grounding in the academic and 

theoretical literature of documentary work with intensive  
research and fieldwork --  local, national, and global. In addition 

to acquiring a general grounding in all forms of documentary  
production and theory, as well as the history of the various  
documentary genres, students are expected to concentrate in at 

least two specific documentary areas (e.g., film, radio,  
photography, writing). The minor in documentary studies  

permits interested students to combine a course of study in a 
traditional major in the sciences, social sciences, or humanities, 
with a sub -concentration in documentary studies. The  

Interdisciplinary nature of the program ï and its emphasis  
on linking academic and theoretical study with archival research 

and fieldwork ï will help Program participants meet the  
anticipated challenges of working in multiple arenas: academe, 
public radio and television, government, private enterprise and 

media .  
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MAJOR REQUIREMENTS:  
A minimum of 36 credits, distributed in the 
following way:  
 

¶ A Doc 251(Z)/A His 251(Z) :  

Introduction to Documentary Studies 

(3/4 credits)  

¶ Theory and Foundation Courses : Two 

(2) courses, chosen from a core group 

of Communication, History, Art History, 

and Journalism courses  

(6 credits)  

¶ Electives : taken from designated courses 

in Art and Art History, Communication, 

Journalism, History, and Music. Specific 

courses offered by other departments, if 

appropriate, may also count as electives 

with the approval from the Program  

Director (10 -11 credits)  

 

         See full list of elective courses at:  

         http://www.albany.edu/docstudies  

¶ Documentary Concentrations : students 

select two areas of concentration from the 

following five, and are expected to  

complete at least two courses in each of 

their two concentrations: non - fiction  

narrative writing; hypermedia authoring; 

documentary filmmaking; documentary 

photography; feature and documentary 

audio/radio production (12 credits)  

¶ A Doc 450 : Documentary Studies Seminar 

and Fieldwork Practicum (4 credits)  

Minor  
MINOR REQUIREMENTS  
A minimum of 18 credits, which normally must include:  
 

¶ A Doc 251 (3/4 credits)  

¶ A theory course from those outlined under the major 

(3 credits)  

¶ Two courses in one  of the concentration areas outlined 

under the major (6 credits)  

¶ A Doc 450 (4 credits)  

¶ One elective from the designated ñElectivesò list 

 
         
             A full list of elective courses is available  at:  
             http://www.albany.edu/docstudies  
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Director:  Gerald Zahavi ,  

  (Professor, History)  

Associate Director: Sheila  

  Curran Bernard  (Assistant 
Professor, History  

Adam Frelin, M.F.A. (Assistant Pro-
fessor, Art)  

Phyllis Galembo, M.F.A. (Professor, 
Art)  

Robert Gluck, M.H.L., M.S.W., 
M.F.A. (Associate Professor, 
Music)  

Kyra Garrigue, M.F.A. (Faculty ad-
junct)  

Daniel S. Goodwin, M.F.A. 
(Associate Professor, Art)  

Teresa M. Harrison, Ph.D. 
(Professor, Communication)  

 

William Husson, Ph.D. (Visiting 
Assistant Professor, Commu-
nication)  

Vivien W. Ng, Ph.D. (Associate 
Professor, Director of Wom-
en's Studies)  

William Rainbolt, Ph.D. (Emeritus 
& Former Director, Journalism 
Program)  

Julie E. Roth, M.F.A. (pending) 
Faculty adjunct.  

Amy Murrell Taylor, Ph.D. 
(Associate Professor, History)  

Faculty 


