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• No state has achieved equal representation of women (50% of all seats) in federal or  state-level 

judgeships. Equal representation of women on the nation’s federal and state benches remains elusive.

• In the U.S., women make up only 22% of all federal judgeships and 26% of all state-level positions.

• With respect to women’s share of federal judgeships, only New Jersey and Connecticut achieved 

critical mass of 33% (the point at which women start exercising significant influence). About 20% of

federal judges in most states are women. Women’s share of federal judgeships is at 10% or less in 

eight states. There are no  women judges on federal benches located in Montana and New 

Hampshire.

• With respect to the overall seats filled by women in state judgeships, eight states have achieved the 

threshold of 33% or more. Thirteen states fell below the 20% mark in the overall seats filled by 

women in state judgeships.

• There are no women judges on the U.S. District and Magistrate benches of the U.S. Northern 

District of New York (a 26 county region) despite the existence of a pool of 359 female judges serv-

ing on New York State benches.

• Women are also absent from the U.S. Bankruptcy Courts District of Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, 

Iowa, Maine, Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Vermont, 

Virginia and West Virginia. There are no women judges on the Supreme Courts of Idaho, Indiana 

and Mississippi; and from the Alaska Court of Appeals. 

• Nationally, women make up 48% of law school graduates and 45% of law firm associates. 

•  The gender gap cannot be attributed to the lack of women who are qualified to serve on the bench, 

but to the lack of opportunity and access afforded to women. 
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Executive Summary

Notes on Methodology

This publication utilized existing data compiled by

Foster-Lang’s 2010 edition of The American Bench,

Judges of the Nation, as well as data obtained from

the Federal Judicial History Office.We calculated

the percentage of women represented in state-level

judgeships, as well as those represented in federal-

level judgeships located in each of the 50 states and

the District of Columbia. Based on the percentage of

each level, states are ranked.
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Women’s equal representation matters, not only because of

their different life experiences which makes their 

perspectives diverse, and in turn enrich and broaden knowl-

edge of the courts, but because it is critical to a representa-

tive democracy and to equal citizenship.

Twenty two percent of all seats in 

federal-level courts, and twenty-six 

percent of all seats in state-level courts 

are filled by women.

“Women bring a different life experience to the table. All of our differences make the 

judicial conferences better. That I’m a woman is part of it.” 

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Unequal representation of women on the bench still 

persists.  Although women are entering the legal 

profession in almost the same numbers as men, there is still

a gender gap.

Women's share of both federal and 

state-level judgeships is 26%, or 5,015 

seats, while men occupy 74% of all 

seats (14,335).
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Number of Women and Men in Federal and State Judgeships*

Source: Foster-Lang, 2010 edition of the American Bench: Judges of the Nation

Women Men Total %Women

Alabama

Total Federal 10 33 43 23%

Total State 54 209 263 20%

Alabama Total 64 242 306 21%

Alaska

Total Federal 1 13 14 7%

Total State 13 53 66 20%

Alaska Total 14 66 80 17%

Arizona

Total Federal 10 28 38 26%

Total State 67 152 219 30%

Arizona Total 77 180 257 30%

Arkansas

Total Federal 3 17 20 15%

Total State 39 201 240 16%

Arkansas Total 42 218 260 16%

California

Total Federal 48 126 174 27%

Total State 454 1,146 1,600 28%

California Total 502 1,272 1,774 28%

Colorado

Total Federal 6 17 23 26%

Total State 91 224 315 29%

Colorado Total 97 241 338 29%

Connecticut

Total Federal 8 13 21 38%

Total State 93 317 410 23%

Connecticut Total 101 330 431 23%

Delaware

Total Federal 3 8 11 27%

Total State 14 42 56 25%

Delaware Total 17 50 67 25%
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Women Men Total %Women

District of Columbia

Total Federal 5 15 20 25%

Total Local 35 63 98 36%

District of Columbia Total 40 78 118 34%

Florida

Total Federal 23 82 105 22%

Total State 280 670 950 29%

Florida Total 303 752 1,055 29%

Georgia

Total Federal 13 44 57 23%

Total State 233 563 796 29%

Georgia Total 246 607 853 29%

Hawaii

Total Federal 3 8 11 27%

Total State 27 50 77 35%

Hawaii Total 30 58 88 34%

Idaho

Total Federal 1 5 6 17%

Total State 15 119 134 11%

Idaho Total 16 124 140 11%

Illinois

Total Federal 18 61 79 23%

Total State 263 686 949 28%

Illinois Total 281 747 1,028 27%

Indiana

Total Federal 3 28 31 10%

Total State 85 324 409 21%

Indiana Total 88 352 440 20%

Iowa

Total Federal 2 16 18 11%

Total State 49 154 203 24%

Indiana Total 51 170 221 23%

Kansas

Total Federal 4 16 20 20%

Total State 42 211 253 17%

Kansas Total 46 227 273 17%



Women in Federal and State-level Judgeships

Number of Women and Men in Federal and State Judgeships 

4

Women Men Total %Women

Kentucky

Total Federal 3 27 30 10%

Total State 86 163 249 34%

Kentucky Total 89 190 279 32%

Louisiana

Total Federal 14 34 48 29%

Total State 89 258 347 26%

Louisiana Total 103 292 395 26%

Maine

Total Federal 1 7 8 12%

Total State 14 53 67 21%

Maine Total 15 60 75 20%

Maryland

Total Federal 7 22 29 24%

Total State 85 186 271 31%

Maryland Total 92 208 300 31%

Massachusetts

Total Federal 5 18 23 22%

Total State 127 261 338 37%

Massachusetts Total 132 279 411 32%

Michigan

Total Federal 10 40 50 20%

Total State 176 442 618 28%

Michigan Total 186 482 668 28%

Minnesota

Total Federal 7 16 23 30%

Total State 98 216 314 31%

Minnesota Total 105 232 337 31%

Mississippi

Total Federal 3 25 28 11%

Total State 26 116 160 18%

Mississippi Total 29 139 168 17%

Missouri

Total Federal 8 28 36 22%

Total State 67 284 351 19%

Missouri Total 75 312 387 19%
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Women Men Total %Women

Montana

Total Federal 0 12 12 0%

Total State 57 99 156 36%

Montana Total 57 112 169 34%

Nebraska

Total Federal 1 9 10 10%

Total State 25 112 137 18%

Nebraska Total 26 121 147 18%

Nevada

Total Federal 3 17 20 15%

Total State 58 124 182 32%

Nevada Total 61 141 202 30%

New Hampshire

Total Federal 0 7 7 0%

Total State 16 78 94 17%

New Hampshire Total 16 85 101 16%

New Jersey

Total Federal 20 25 45 44%

Total State 113 339 452 25%

New Jersey Total 133 364 497 27%

New Mexico

Total Federal 6 16 22 27%

Total State 24 77 101 24%

New Mexico Total 30 93 123 24%

New York

Total Federal 37 113 150 25%

Total State 359 815 1174 30%

New York Total 396 928 1,324 30%

North Carolina

Total Federal 2 32 34 6%

Total State 120 352 472 25%

North Carolina Total 122 383 505 24%
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Women Men Total %Women

North Dakota

Total Federal 2 6 8 25%

Total State 9 48 57 16%

North Dakota Total 11 54 65 17%

Ohio

Total Federal 15 46 61 24%

Total State 174 539 713 24%

Ohio Total 186 585 774 24%

Oklahoma

Total Federal 5 23 28 18%

Total State 53 222 275 19%

Oklahoma Total 58 245 303 19%

Oregon

Total Federal 6 17 23 26%

Total State 58 116 174 33%

Oregon Total 64 133 197 32%

Pennsylvania

Total Federal 21 75 96 22%

Total State 118 322 440 27%

Pennsylvania Total 139 397 536 26%

Rhode Island

Total Federal 1 8 9 11%

Total State 29 50 79 37%

Rhode Island Total 30 58 88 34%

South Carolina

Total Federal 4 19 23 17%

Total State 47 101 148 32%

South Carolina Total 51 120 171 30%

South Dakota

Total Federal 1 11 12 8%

Total State 6 37 43 14%

South Dakota Total 7 48 55 13%
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Women Men Total %Women

Tennessee

Total Federal 9 33 42 21%

Total State 30 153 183 16%

Tennessee Total 39 186 225 17%

Texas

Total Federal 30 88 118 25%

Total State 254 750 1004 25%

Texas Total 284 838 1,122 25%

Utah

Total Federal 4 12 16 25%

Total State 25 83 108 23%

Utah Total 29 95 124 23%

Vermont

Total Federal 1 3 4 25%

Total State 35 52 87 40%

Vermont Total 36 55 91 39%

Virginia

Total Federal 5 41 46 11%

Total State 83 317 400 21%

Virginia Total 88 358 446 20%

Washington

Total Federal 8 28 36 22%

Total State 128 286 414 31%

Washington Total 136 314 446 30%

West Virginia

Total Federal 2 14 16 12%

Total State 29 91 120 24%

West Virginia Total 31 105 136 23%

Wisconsin

Total Federal 5 13 18 28%

Total State 41 219 260 16%

Wisconsin Total 46 232 278 16%

Wyoming

Total Federal 2 8 10 20%

Total State 7 43 50 14%

Wyoming Total 9 51 60 15%
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Women in Federal and State-level Judgeships

State

Women's

Share of

Federal

Judgeships

State Rank based

on Women's

Share of Federal

Judgeships

Tier

New Jersey 44.4%
1

Tier 1: States

where women's

share is at 30%

and higher

Connecticut 38%
2

Minnesota 30.4%
3

Louisiana 29.1%
4

Tier 2: States

where women's

share is at 

20%-29%

Wisconsin 27.7%
5

California 27.5%
6

Delaware 27.2%

Tied in 7th Place
Hawaii 27.2%

New Mexico 27.2%

Arizona 26.3%
10

Colorado 26.0%
Tied in 11th Place

Oregon 26.0%

Texas 25.4%
13

District of Columbia 25.0%

Tied at 14th Place
North Dakota 25.0%

Utah 25.0%

Vermont 25.0%

New York 24.6%
18

Ohio 24.5%
19

Maryland 24.1%
20

Alabama 23.2%
21

Georgia 22.8%
22

Illinois 22.7%
23

Missouri 22.2%
Tied in 24th place

Washington 22.2%

State

Women's

Share of

Federal

Judgeships

State Rank based

on Women's

Share of Federal

Judgeships

Tier

Florida 21.9%
26

Tier 2: States

where women's

share is at 20%-

29%

Pennsylvania 21.8%
27

Massachusetts 21.7%
28

Tennessee 21.4%
29

Kansas 20.0%

Tied in 30th Place
Michigan 20.0%

Wyoming 20.0%

Oklahoma 17.8%
33

Tier 3: States

where the share of

women is from

10%-19%

South Carolina 17.3%
34

Idaho 16.6%
35

Arkansas 15.0%
Tied in 36th Place

Nevada 15.0%

Maine 12.5%
38

West Virginia 12.5%
39

Iowa 11.1%
Tied in 40th place

Rhode Island 11.1%

Virginia 10.8%
42

Mississippi 10.7%
43

Kentucky 10.0%
Tied in 44th place

Nebraska 10.0%

Indiana 9.6%
46

Tier 4: State where

the share of

women is below

10%

South Dakota 8.3%
47

Alaska 7.1%
48

North Carolina 5.8%
49

Montana 0.0%
50 Women Totally

Absent 
New Hampshire 0.0%

51



Tier 1: States where women’s share of

federal judgeships is at 30% or more

Tier 2: States where women’s share of

federal judgeships is at 20% - 29%.

Tier 3: States where women’s share of

federal judgeships is 10% - 19%.

Tier 4: States where women’s share of 

federal judgeships is less than 10%.

Tier 5: States where women are absent 

from federal judgeships.
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•    Tier 1 states included New Jersey,  Connecticut and Minnesota. Only 2 states reached 

the 33% threshold with respect to women’s share of federal judgeships. 

• Tier 2 states included Twenty-nine states, which ranked in the 20%-29% range.

•    Tier 3 states included 11 states where women’s share of federal judgeships was 

at 10%-19%.

•    Tier 4 states included 6 states where women’s share of federal judgeships was 

less than 10%.

Achieving Critical Mass: why is it important?

• Critical mass is defined as the point at which the presence of women becomes significant enough to 

instigate change in the stereotypical conception of gender roles. 

• It is estimated that women achieve critical mass when they comprise one-third the membership of a 

group.

Dahlerup, “The Story of the Theory of Critical Mass,” Politics and Gender, Vol. 2, No.4, 2006, and Rosabeth

Moss Kanter, Men and Women of the Corporation, November 1993.

•    Tier 5 states included Montana and New Hampshire where women were absent from 

federal judgeships.
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State

Women's

Share of State

Level

Judgeship

State Rank

based on

Women's Share

of State-Level

Judgeships

Tier

Vermont
40.2% 1

Tier 1: State

where women's

share is at 30%

or higher. States

in red achieved

critical mass

Massachusetts
37.5% 2

Rhode Island
36.7% 3

Montana
36.5 4

District of Columbia
35.7 5

Hawaii
35.0% 6

Kentucky
34.5% 7

Oregon
33.3% 8

Nevada
31.8% 9

South Carolina
31.7% 10

Maryland
31.3% 11

Minnesota
31.2% 12

Washington
30.9% 13

Arizona
30.5% Tied in 14th

place
New York

30.5%

Florida
29.4% 16

Tier 2: States

where women's

share is from

20-29%

Georgia
29.2% 17

Colorado
28.8% 18

Michigan
28.4% 19

California
28.3% 20

Illinois
27.7% 21

Pennsylvania
26.8% 22

Louisiana
25.6% 23

North Carolina
25.4% 24

Texas
25.2% 25

State

Women's

Share of

State Level

Judgeship

State Rank

based on

Women's Share

of State-Level

Judgeships

Tier

Delaware
25.0% Tied in 26th

Place

Tier 2: States where

women's share is

between 20%-29%

New Jersey
25.0%

Ohio
24.4% 28

Iowa
24.1% Tied in 29th

place
West Virginia

24.1%

New Mexico
23.7% 31

Utah
23.1% 32

Connecticut
22.6% 33

Maine
20.8% 34

Indiana 
20.7% Tied in 35th

Place
Virginia

20.7%

Alabama
20.5% 37

Alaska
19.6% 38

Tier 3: States where

women's share is

between 10%-19%

Oklahoma
19.2% 39

Missouri
19.0% 40

Mississippi
18.5% 41

Nebraska
18.2% 42

New Hampshire
17.0% 43

Kansas
16.6% 44

Tennessee
16.3% 45

Arkansas
16.2% 46

North Dakota
15.7% Tied in 47th

Place
Wisconsin

15.7%

Wyoming
14.0% 49

South Dakota
13.9% 50

Idaho
11.1% 51



Tier 1: States where women’s share of 

state judgeships is at 30% or more

Tier 2: States where women’s share of 

state judgeships is at 20% - 29%.

Tier 3: States where women’s share of  

state judgeships is in the 10%-19% range.
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Number of Women in State Judgeships 

•   Tier 1 states included 15 states where women’s share of state-level judgeships was 30% or high-

er. Eight states achieved a critical mass of 33% or more. 

•   Tier 2 states included states where women’s share of state-level judgeships was at 20%-29%. 

Twenty-three states are ranked as Tier 2. 

•   Tier 3 states included states where women’s share of state-level judgeships is between 10%-19%. 

There are 13 states ranked as Tier 3.



While the ranking and categorization of states into tiers provides insights into the representation of

women judges on state and federal benches in each state, drilling down in federal and state level

courts, unveils a number of courts where women judges are totally absent. An example is the absence

of women from the ranks of U.S. District and Magistrate judgeships in the Northern District of New

York, despite the presence of a large qualified pool of 359 female judges on state-level benches.  

Similar pockets of disparities exist within several states. Women are virtually absent from the U.S.

Bankruptcy Courts District of Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Indiana, Iowa, Mainem Mississippi, Montana,

Nebraska, New Hampshire, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Vermont, Virginia and West Virginia.  Women

are also absent from the Supreme Courts of Idaho, Indiana and Mississippi; and from the Alaska Court

of Appeals.*

Nationally, women make up 48% of law school graduates and 45% of law firm associates. The gender

gap cannot be attributed to the lack of women who are qualified to serve on the bench, but to the lack

of opportunity and access afforded to women. 

Spotlight: U.S. District Courts of New York State
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The Center for Women in Government & Civil Society is a cornerstone of

women’s leadership development, an academic research center, and a policy

think tank which generates knowledge and provides analysis on issues facing

women and girls.

Through research, teaching, training and public education, the Center for Women

in Government & Civil Society strives to fortify and fill the pipelines of women’s

leadership, facilitate increased opportunities for women in nontraditional careers;

promote the integration of immigrant women; strengthen the positive develop-

ment of girls and advance a women’s agenda in the global south.

The Center for Women in Government & Civil Society is part of the Rockefeller

College of Public Affairs & Policy, University at Albany.

About the Center for Women in Government & Civil Society

Of the fifteen U.S. District and Magistrate

judges in the Northern District in New York,

there is not a single woman.

*There are two or more judges serving on these benches.
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