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1. Demands from High School English Syllabus (Extracts)

  Listening: To be able to understand teacher’s English instructions, short dialogues and a short passage within the vocabulary level demanded. 

  Speaking: To be able to answer questions on texts they learned. To retell the passages they heard or read. To introduce your family, school, classmates, teachers, and daily life.  

  Reading: Contents: biography, fable stories, accounts, society and culture, history and science; Average Speed: 50--60 words / minute; Comprehension: 70% answers correct. 

  Writing: Dictation: 110—120 wds/minute; Guided writing:to write a passage of 100-120 words of required applications(notice, announcement , account, explanation,etc)

  Vocabulary: words:1100-1200 (active), 2000 words (passive); expressions: 430

  Grammar Items: Attributive Clause, Subjunctive Mood, Uses of It, Modal Verbs like SHALL, SHOULD, MIGHT, HAD TO, NEED and DARE, etc.

2. Typical Facts in China’s High School English Teaching:

1) English teaching serves the National Matriculation English Test (NMET)

2) Reading is focused in classroom teaching.

3) Rote learning is still dominating.

4) Frequent tests are carried out.

5) Teachers are authorized and respected.

6) The language of instructions is mostly Chinese.

7) Most students work hard at English.

8) Reforms stress on how to promote students skills in taking tests rather than in communication.

3. Major Difference between ESL in the States  and EFL in China:

1) ESL- English as Second Language 

You learn the language probably because you have just immerged in this language environment, where you need to use the language in any way. You have a kind of pressure from the environment.  Kids from China learning in middle or high schools here are learning ESL. They not only need to pass test but also need to speak authentic English.

2) EFL- English as Foreign Language

You  learn it probably because you need to pass the test at any level. You do not have to use it in your daily  life or work. You absolutely have no language environment at all. The language is alien and isolated. In China, we are teaching about English, not teaching the language. The kids who can get a high score in an exam probably can’t speak good English, even when they have passed  the postgraduate English test, when they have as large a vocabulary as 5000 to read.


4. The Problems Chinese culture background students have in the States

          a. Physical environment is not familiar: staying behind from the class 

          b. Lack of the American cultural background: coping with different way of thinking. 

          c. Used to be dependent on teachers: hoping teachers to tell them everything. 

          d. The English language competence is limited.

5. My Advice to ESL Teachers with Chinese Kids in the States 

a. Don’t expect too much of their progress at the beginning.

b. Don’t ignore them completely: simple communication needed.

c. Allow them enough time to get used to the environments and get acquainted with 

    American kids. (Peer influence is important.)

d. Believe that they will catch up in culture background and more, but it takes time, basically 

    two years or longer. (Haste makes waste.)

e. They need teacher’s instructions when they are used to the environments here. Help them now, please: reading and speaking emphasized.

