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Parental Involvement in Education

· China has a large population, the competition is cruel. In order to find a good job, everybody is trying to get more education and pursuing a higher degree. As long as you've got a B.A. or an M.A, you can make a good living and enjoy your life.  

· All the parents realize receiving a good education is the only way to change your life. So they would like to spend their money to send their kids to the best school to study. In Tianjin where I live, there are three famous and private elementary schools. Each year, the 1st Grade has 12 classes, each class has 50 students; still some kids can't enter these private schools to study.  

· The One Child Policy wasn't adopted by China until 1979. Based on this policy, parents have more energy to pay attention to their only kid's education. They urge their child to listen to the English cassette related to the English textbook, help them read and review new words. Even if they are not good at English, they'll hire somebody to tutor their kids.   

· Most of the parents have a high desire for their kids’ future. They want their kids to be the top students. They will come to school sometimes to get information from teachers, ask whether their kid’s behavior is good enough in school and whether their child listens to the teacher carefully in class.  

EFL Teaching in Elementary School

· The English textbook in elementary school focuses on listening and speaking.   

· The methods which English teachers used are through teaching dialogue, English songs and playing games. The teachers try to improve the student’s oral English moreso than their reading and writing. 

· The homework assigned by the teacher mostly is to recognize the new words, listen to the English tape, and grasp the language point. 

· The English exam is an oral test in which the teacher asked some questions about everyday English. 

· The difference in foreign language teaching between the two countries is that there are 40 students in one class in China, and here less than 10 students. This allows ESL students to get more help from the teachers, be more active and have more fun in class. 

How to make Chinese students involved in ESL class

· From I observe, the ESL teachers are quite good.

· What I want to mention is that in ESL class, the time is too limited. We should pay more attention after class, and help the kids to make friends with American kids. Generally speaking, a lot of Chinese kids are too shy to speak out in public; if they have friends here, their English level can make great progress, especially for the younger ones.

· You can give more homework for Chinese kids. They are used to doing homework, parents will be satisfied with you and think you are a good teacher and full of responsibility. 

