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On October 24th, students from UAlbany 
and other universities participated with 
activists and concerned citizen groups 
from the Albany region in the 350.org 
rally held at West Park in Downtown Al-
bany.  In a monumental celebration of 
International Day of Climate Change, 
participants braved the cold and rainy 
weather to show their concern for our 
environment.  Several NYPIRG and  
UAlbany Students for Sustainability 
members rode the CDTA route 12 bus 
down to the event with picket signs and 
posters inscribed with creative environ-
mental slogans. 
 
The crowd met at West Park and enjoyed 
music performances  and heard from 
speakers such as Congressman Paul 
Tonko, Ward Stone (New York State 
Wildlife Pathologist), and Steve Leibo 
(St. Rose professor and environmental 
advocate). Each emphasized to the rally 
participants the importance of  reducing 
their carbon footprints.  A group of over 
40 dedicated bicyclists rode 15 miles to 
the event in the pouring rain. 
 
The 350 rally in Capitol Hill was not the 
only event held on this day.  Around the 
world, environmental groups, students, 
and general citizens marked the Interna-
tional Day of Climate Change in a similar 
fashion.  The events were coordinated by 
Bill McKibben and broadcasted through 
the 350.org website, - (Continued on 
page 3) 
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Student Tina Daniels hold her picket sign. 

350 t-shirt distributed at the rally. 





The “350” value that the organization has embodied represents 350 parts per million of carbon dioxide, or CO2, in the 
atmosphere.  This value is considered by scientists  the ‘safer upper limit’ of CO2 in our atmosphere to maintain the natu-
ral climate balance of the Earth.  Anything past 350 ppm is expected to increase the rate of climate change.  Currently, 
the world is at 387 ppm and this is expected to increase by at least 2 ppm each year if we continue business as usual. 
The 350 rally successfully garnered attention for the United Nations Climate Change Conference that is being held in 
Copenhagen, Denmark this December.  World leaders will meet and discuss what must be done to diminish the global 
threat of climate change.  Delegates, non-governmental organizations, and businesses from every nation are meeting at 
Copenhagen to finalize a new global climate change agreement with targets for CO2 reductions.  To learn more about 
the Copenhagen conference, visit: http://en.cop15.dk/. 
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Environmental Sustainability Director Mary Ellen Mallia 
holds picket sign created by Tina Daniels. 

Bike riders wore the 350 logos as they rode 15 miles down 
to West Park on Capitol Hill. 

For more information on 350 ppm of CO2 in the atmosphere and other climate change events visit: www.350.org 
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This year’s Energy Campaign started September 
9th and ended November 16th.  Students, faculty 
and staff had the opportunity to reduce their elec-
tricity usage.  New this year was the inclusion of 
the Academic Podium to the campaign.  We moni-
tored and benchmarked these buildings, giving 
faculty and staff the chance to participate in reduc-
ing the university’s carbon footprint.  At the end 
of the campaign we achieved an 8% reduction in 
the residence halls and the Podium’s electricity 
usage from their benchmark years.  A total of 
894,814 kilowatt hours were saved.  This is the 
equivalent yearly electricity usage of 81 homes 
and reduced carbon emissions by 122 metric tons. 

The Change a Light initiative kicked off on September 3rd 
this year and the event was highlighted by remarks and en-
ergy savings tips from representatives of National Grid, 
who generously provided the funding for the bulbs. The 
Office of Environmental Sustainability and Residential Life, 
assisted by members of the Sustainability Council, Sustain-
ability Coordinators, Resident Assistants and other volun-
teers, distributed over 900 compact fluorescent light bulbs 
throughout the campus community.  It is expected that 
1,000 light bulbs will be distributed by the end of this year 
which will save 303 metric tons of CO2 over their lifetime. 

CFL Distribution 

Building Kilowatt hours saved 
from baseline 

Percent  
Savings 

Alumni Quad 2,728 -1% 

Indian Quad 55,165 -7% 

State Quad 57,487 -7% 

Dutch Quad 32,844 -4% 

Colonial Quad 77,456 -10% 

Freedom Apartments 64,487 -35% 

Empire Commons 84,363 -11% 

Academic Podium 520,284 -8% 

Tips to help you save electricity: 
1. Turn off all lights and any appliances not in 

use when leaving a room. 

2. Unplug any chargers 

3. Consider putting your appliances on power 
strips.  Then you can turn them all off with 
one switch and eliminate vampire power*. 

4. Learn how to put your computer into sleep 
mode.  Google: “Windows sleep mode” 

5. Use daylight, desk lamps or task lighting in-
stead of overhead lights. 

6. Change out incandescent light bulbs with 
compact florescent ones. 

 What is vampire power? 
  
 For all the Twilight fans, “vampire 
 power” may be something associated 
 with Edward Cullen and his family of 
 vampires.  However, the electricity  
 meaning of vampire power refers to 
 the continuing draw from  
 electronic devices and 
 appliances when they are 
 turned off.  While the power 
 waste of individual devices 
 is small, the sum of this 
 unused power can be 
 significant. Source: fanpop.com 



On September 22nd, the University at 
Albany celebrated Destination Green, 
a day dedicated to raising awareness 
about sustainable transportation.  This 
featured announcements regarding 
several new transportation initiatives 
that support environmental sustain-
ability.  Associate Professor Sanjay 
Goel, was awarded funding for re-
search in optimizing traffic signals, 
which will minimize carbon emis-
sions.  The University will receive 
money from a Department of Energy 
grant to assist in the purchase of hy-
brid buses and GEM cars.  Addition-
ally, information was on display about 
our carpooling, ridesharing and bike 
sharing programs.  
Several organizations including Capi-
tal District Transportation Authority 
(CDTA), Zipride, and iPool2 were on 

hand distributing pamphlets to stu-
dents, faculty, and staff.  A new van-
pool program is available and one of 
their vehicles was parked on the en-
trance plaza along with a GEM car 
and a zero emissions electric truck.  
Students from the Sustainability 
Council handed out information on 
the new bike share program—
including safety bike tips for riders.   

Destination Green 
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Do you want to help with the bike 
share program? 

• We need people that can help 
repair and maintain bikes. 

• Donate bikes, helmets, and locks 
that you don’t use anymore. 

• Help us get the word out!  The 
more people that know about the 
program, the larger it will grow. 

University at Albany President 
George Philip and State University of 
New York Chancellor Nancy Zimpher 
take a short bike ride on student 
bikes to promote the UAlbany bike 
share program.    
 
In the background, two UAlbany 
Global Electric Motorcars (GEM) are 
on display, which operate without 
carbon emissions. 

The Global Electric Motorcars (GEM) 
that you may have seen on campus are 
one step to a sustainable environment.  
These little vehicles travel the equiva-
lent of 150 miles per gallon and run 
on electric batteries.  They are used 
on several SUNY campuses and save 
over 15,000 gallons of gas each year 
SUNY-wide. 

From more info on our sustainable 
transportation programs, go to: 
www.albany.edu/gogreen. 
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Destination Green 

Green Scene at UAlbany Day 

On October 10th, the “UAlbany Green 
Scene” was a major attraction at Commu-
nity Day and the Tailgate Festivities.  
Events included the “Environmental Sus-
tainability for Kids” table.  Children 6-12 
years old (and beyond) made arts and crafts 
from recycled materials that were donated 
by UAlbany faculty, staff, and students.  At 
the tailgate, there was a miniature ‘binshoot’ 
to promote recycling on campus.  The 
Farmer’s market, an annual crowd pleaser,  
brought an array of locally grown food. A 
highlight was the sheepherding demonstra-
tion by Professor Gary Kleppel. 

The University received funding 
from NYSERDA and NYSDOT to 
study our commuter patterns.  The 
use of ESRI ArcGIS software is help-
ing us determine better transporta-
tion needs for students, faculty, and 
staff that travel to both the down-
town and uptown campuses each 
week.   
This image depicts all registered 
parking permits of students. 

GIS Transportation Study 



The Sustainability Coordinators program is designed to 
give university employees the ability to work in unison 
with the Office of Environmental Sustainability and all of 
the “Green Scene” initiatives. Coordinators meet monthly 
to discuss how to communicate university wide sustain-
ability programs and give feedback to the director.  Be-
side the monthly meetings, all coordinators are required 
to complete a one hour training on the current campus 
initiatives. Our goal is to have every area of the univer-
sity represented.  If you don’t see your area listed to the 
right and if you would like to join, please contact the of-
fice at gogreen@albany.edu  

Faculty & Staff  Sustainability Coordinators 
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Building/Office Sustainability Coordinator 

Student Involvement Beth Conrad 

Chemistry David Burz 

CC — Computer Science Diane Yoder 

University in the High School Elana Stein 

Student Affairs Erik Anderson 

Faculty Senate Gail Cameron 

Biology Gary Kleppel 

Media & Marketing Gina Muscato 

IT Holly Van Allen 

Power Plant Indu 

Mail Services Jacob Gehrlein 

Criminal Justice Jamie Fader 

University Libraries Jessica Ernye 

Literatures & Cultures Joane MacMillan 

Applications Development Julie Ann Crisafulli 

Performing Arts Center Karla Gareau 

Undergraduate Education Kelly Lamb 

School of Social Welfare Linda Mertz 

University in the High School Makenzie Frisino 

Earth Science Maria Moon 

Career Services Marie Rabideau 

University Auxiliary Services Michelle DiDonna 

Campus Planning Mike Beaton 

Budget/Facilities Nancy Wilson 

Office of Sponsored Programs Patricia Eaton 

Physics Paul Labate 

Science Library Claire Nolan 

Science Library Mark Wolfe 

Parking Management Rose Dorsman 

Finance and Business Stacy Stern 

University Police Department Thomas Kilcullen 

IT Tom Bessette 

IT John Zelenak 

Human Resource Management Tracey Williams 

Counseling Center Brian Freidenberg 

 

Meeting dates from this fall:  

September 3rd: Meeting November 13th: Training 

October 6th: Meeting December 4th: Training 

November 3rd: Meeting  

The Office of Environmental Health and Safety is 
offering a free print cartridge to anyone who needs it: 
Unused Copy/Print cartridge for Xerox 
Document Centre 426, 420, 230, and 220 

Contact 442-3495 for more information  

Meeting dates for this spring: (all in CC 375 from 12 to 1 

February 2nd: Meeting Training: TBA 

March 2nd: Meeting  

April 6th: Meeting  

mailto:gogreen@albany.edu�
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The student sustainability council helps to communicate the 
various programs and policies of the Office of Environmental 
Sustainability throughout the year as well as provide feed-
back on initiatives and develop new programs.  This semes-
ter, council members assisted with Destination Green, the 
bike share program, UAlbany Day and the International Day 
of Climate Change.  The council meets approximately every 
other Friday at 3 pm in University Hall to discuss initiatives 
and welcome new ideas that relate to sustainability.  To join, 
simply go to our website, click on the purple “join the sus-
tainability council” button on the left hand side, and fill out 
an application.  The program wrapped up a successful semes-
ter of work by joining the sustainability coordinators to share 
experiences and exchange ideas. 

Sustainability Councils 

The University Auxiliary Services initiated a new meal plan this year for faculty and staff.  Now faculty and staff can 
dine on campus without the need to carry cash on them.  Meal swipes can be used in the Campus Center, Patroon Room 
(for lunches), and in all the residential dining halls.  Faculty and staff can enjoy eating at the new café at Indian Quad or 
the healthy dining choices provided at Colonial’s dining hall.  Local food and grass fed beef are all to be looked forward 
to at these newly renovated dining halls.  For more information visit: http://www.albany.edu/uas/meal_plans_fs.html  

New Faculty Meal Plan 

Student Quad 

Jennifer Staski Alumni 

Kari Savage Alumni 

Kayla Kenda Alumni 

Rachel Shipper Colonial 

Toni Cameron Commuter 

Karolina Dybus Commuter 

Drew Bick Commuter 

Steven Swider Commuter 

Chris Franklin Commuter 

Karina Cuenca Dutch 

Jonny Puglia Dutch 

Brittni Laterza Empire Commons 

Jaimie Hackett Empire Commons 

Marlene Rodriguez Empire Commons 

Katie Devlin Freedom Apartments 

Bill Valleau Indian 

Kelsey O’Brien Indian 

Hillary Closs Indian 

Sangeeta Yadav Indian 

Justin Sayles Indian 

Latoya Clarke Indian 

Cassidy Drasser Indian 

Laura Trudeau Indian 

Samantha Hiza Indian 

Lauren Sfakis Indian 

Arefur Chowdhury State 

Jeremy Grunstra State 

John Brock State 

Alston Drew Devero-Belfon State 

Brad Machado Indian Meeting dates from this fall:  

September 17th: Meeting November 6th: Meeting 

October 9th: Meeting November 16th: Training 

October 20th: Training November 20th: Meeting 

October 23rd: Meeting December 4th: Meeting 

Meeting dates for this spring 

January 22nd 

February 5 

February 19 

March 5 

March 19 

All meetings in University 
Hall room 306 at 3 pm 

April 9 

April 16 

April 30 

Training: TBA 

 

http://www.albany.edu/uas/meal_plans_fs.html�


Over 120 students are living in our new environmental sustainability houses.  The freshman house is located in Tus-
carora Hall on Indian Quad.  Their RA’s are Kelsey O’Brien and Brad Machado.  The upperclassmen house is located in 
Hamilton Hall on Colonial Quad.  Their RA’s are Adam Herod and LaShaina Shakes.  The residents of both halls met 
Mary Ellen Mallia, Director of Environmental Sustainability during their opening day meetings.  The activities for the 
semester were outlined. Residents were asked to calculate their carbon footprint by going to a website specialized in 
computing CO2 emissions based on individual lifestyles.  The students were then asked to identify three actions they can 
take to reduce their footprints.  The two residential halls were provided ample compact florescent light bulbs, extra recy-
cling bins and are metered separately from the rest of the quad so their electricity usage can be tracked.  The intent is to 
model energy conservation measures in residence halls as part of a university-wide campaign.  Every resident is asked to 
participate in sustainability events, attend a council meeting, practice sustainable habits and take part in special program-
ming.  One such program was held in the Science Library computer lab when Kelsey, Brad, Mary Ellen and the residents 
of Tuscarora met to calculate and discuss their carbon footprint.   The majority of the footprints were below the national 
average but way above the world average.  We also observed that New York City residents tended to have a lower foot-
print than their upstate counterparts. 

New Sustainability Houses 

‘Go Green’ at Clash of  the Quads 
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The annual clash of the quads was held on September 12th, 
where students from each residence hall competed against one 
another in various challenges.  This year a new competition 
that promoted recycling on campus was run by Bill Valleau, a 
MA on Indian and Brad Machado, a RA for the environmental 
sustainability house in Tuscarora, both of whom are also mem-
bers of the Sustainability Council. 
 
Participants had 30 seconds to sort objects from a box full of 
recyclable materials and throw them into the correct bins.  In-
cluded in the mix were paper, plastics, and batteries.  The con-
testants who were able to throw the correct objects into the 
appropriate bins were deemed winners. This year Dutch Quad 
took the honors in this event and also won the overall title. 

Sustainability House residents are expected to 
abide by the following standards: 

• Conserve energy; particularly their electricity usage. 

• Conserve water usage. 

• Maintain healthy diets. 

• Maintain healthy lifestyles. 



This semester we added some  new 
participants to the Faculty No Paper 
Pledge.  Professors can sign up online 
and show how distributing course in-
formation electronically can save pa-
per and benefit the environment.   
Last spring professors John Delano, 
Gary Kleppel, and Meredith Weiss 
pledged to save over 60,000 pages of 
paper.  This fall, Sharon DeWitte, 
Erzsebet Fazekas, David McCaffrey 
and Tom Steward joined the group. 
So far, they avoided using 80,000 
pages which equates to roughly 10 
hardwood trees saved. 
This spring the No Faculty Paper 
Pledge will be online once more so 

faculty can show their commitment to 
sustainability.  

ITLAL has also announced a new 
course offering: Technology Leader-
ship Academy on Web Enhanced 
Learning. This will occur on Decem-
ber 17 and 18.  Faculty will learn 
about: 

• Storing content, media and course 
documents 

• Digital collection and grading of 
assignments 

• Online grade book 

• Online communication tools 

Faculty No Paper Pledge 
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Last May was the second year of the dump 
and run and this time it was expanded to the 
apartments.  With the help of the Third 
World Impact group spreading the word and 
volunteering, there was an increase in the 
amount of items collected, especially furni-
ture.  Items were donated to the following 
groups: the US Committee on Refugees and 
Immigrants, the First Lutheran Church, 
Goodwill and the Albany Women’s Club. 
When comparing the amount of trash sent to 
the landfill in May of 2008, this year’s fig-
ures showed a 8.6% decrease. While we 
can’t contribute all of that to the program, it 
certainly helped make a dent. 
Next year, we will be renaming the effort 
the “give and go” program. We are looking 
for groups to help with collections, if inter-
ested, please email gogreen@albany.edu or 
call the office at 956-8120. 

Dump and Run gets a new 
name for the spring 

To sign up for the Faculty No Paper 
Pledge, visit: 
http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/no-
paper-pledge.shtml 

Fall ‘09 Participants Pages 

Sharon DeWitte 3,600 

Erzsebet Fazekas 1,920 

David McCaffrey 14,350 

Tom Stewart 1,550 

Total pledged this fall: 21,420 

Pledged last year: ~60,000 

mailto:gogreen@albany.edu�
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For a second year in a row the 
Omega Phi Beta Sorority un-
derwent it’s “Betas Go Green” 
campaign under the leadership 
of their community service 
chair, Michelle Garcia. From 
October 18th to October 22nd 
the Betas collected over 1,500 
bottles and cans with the help 
of Nancy Dame and her 
grounds maintenance crew.   

Coming this Spring 

Betas Go Green 
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Newsletter Contributors 
 
Contributing authors: 

Mary Ellen Mallia 
Contributor 
 
Matt Ryan 
Design, Contributor 
 
Tina Daniels 
Contributor 
 

Mark Schmidt 
Photography Contributor 
 

Office of Environmental 
Sustainability 

University at Albany 
1400 Washington Ave 
Albany, NY 12222 

Phone: 

(518) 956-8120 

Fax: 

(518) 956-8121 

E-Mail: 
mmallia@uamail.albany.edu  

 
Web Site: 
www.albany.edu/gogreen  

RecycleMania—The annual contest runs from January 17 to March 27.  Last 
year we recycled 14 pounds per person and generated 74 pounds of waste per 
person.  Let’s increase our recyclables and decrease our waste this year! 

Earth Day—As always, Earth Day is held on April 22nd.  This year we will 
take over the campus ballroom for the day.  Look for lots of activities and infor-
mation on how to reduce your environmental impact. 

Give and Go– This will be our third year of collecting gently used but un-
wanted items to donate to charity during move out. Although it’s a 
busy time for all, help is always needed during this event.  Contact 
the office if interested. 

 UAlbany New Madison 
Avenue Shuttle Run for 
Students: 
 
UAlbany bus drivers developed a 
new bus route for students. 
http://www.albany.edu/news/campu
s_news_7918.php 

Call out to RA’s:  Did you create a program for your residents 
that has to do with sustainability or resource conservation?  If so, 
let us know.  Send information and any photos to:  
gogreen@albany.edu 

“The two-word definition of  
sustainability:  One planet.” 

- Fred Rogers 
Vice President and Treasurer of Carleton College 
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