
Getting ready to use RSIENA for Mac OS X 
 
(1) Download R for Mac OS X (http://cran.r-project.org/bin/macosx/); the current version is 2.10. 

Use the most recent version available. If running Max OS X Leopard or higher, make sure it 
installs the 64 bit version, which runs much, much faster. 

 
(2) Go to the “Packages and Data” menu. Under “Packages Repository”, select “Other Repository” 

from the drop-down menu. Enter “http://R-Forge.R-project.org” in the box next to the drop-
down menu. Click on “Get List”. Find RSiena on the list; click on the entry and then click on 
“Install Selected.” 

 
(3) Re-set the drop-down menu at the top to “CRAN (Binaries)”. Click on “Get List” Install the 

following packages: “network”; “rlecuyer”; “xtable”; “snow”; “tcltk2”. To select and install them 
all at once, hold down the Mac “command” key while click on each on and then click on “Install 
Selected.” You may also install each on separately. 

 
(4) Open a plain text editor (TextEdit is fine), and copy the following commands into a new file: 
 
 setwd(‘<where ever your data is currently residing>’) 
 library(tcltk) 
 library(rlecuyer) 
 library(snow) 
 library(network) 
 library(RSiena) 
 siena01Gui() 
 

The “setwd” command will set the working directory where R will look for data. The pathway 
needs to be a full UNIX pathway. On my machine, where the login is “kretheme”, the command 
looks like this: 
 
setwd(‘/Users/kretheme/Desktop/RSiena’) 
 
The single quotes are required and the capitalization must be correct. 
 

(5) Save this file. This is your start-up script. You will use this each time to load SIENA and the 
graphic user interface (GUI). If you need to change the working directory for your session, edit 
the “setwd” portion of the file.’ 

 
Starting up RSiena for Mac OS X 
 
(1) Start up R Siena for Mac OS X 
(2) Go to the “File” menu; select the “Source File…” command. 
(3) Navigate to where you have stored the start-up script. Open the start-up script. It will 

automatically load the libraries necessary to use RSiena and set your working directory to the 
location that contains your data. 

 
 There is also a button on the main R console that runs the “Source File…” command – it is right 

next to the “Stop sign” button. 


