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Elizabeth (Liz) Belsito 
NYS Department of Health, Center for Community Health, 

Division of Family Health 
 
Liz is pursuing a Masters in Social Work at the University at 
Albany School of Social Welfare.  She graduated Summa Cum 
Laude with a dual degree in English and Social Thought and 
Political Economy from the University of Massachusetts. For 
over 5 years, Liz worked closely with at risk populations. From 
her work creating after-school programs within a community 
development corporation, providing street outreach services 
to chronically homeless adults and managing permanent 
supported housing for substance dependent mothers, Liz 
deepened her understanding of promising practices that 
address the interwoven factors contributing to poverty and 
homelessness. Graduate education provided Liz with a strong 
theoretical knowledge of the biosocial and environmental 
factors which affect at-risk populations and of effective 
policies and practices which alleviate these conditions. At the 
Center for Community Health, Liz will participate in planning 
the development of comprehensive services for 
underprivileged families and communities.  
 

 
 

 

Arielle Bernstein 
American Congress of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 

District II 
 
Arielle is a second-year Masters student at the School of Public 
Health, University at Albany.  For over 6 years, she has dedicated 
her efforts to advocating for responsive public policy that 
strengthen prevention and more effectively address the needs of 
children and families. Arielle served as Deputy Director of FIGHT 

CRIME: INVEST IN KIDS NEW YORK where she helped develop and 
implement a legislative advocacy agenda for the law enforcement 
community to promote support for increased early investments in 
children as an effective crime prevention strategy.  Arielle also 
served as the Elementary and Youth Educator at the Suffolk County 
Coalition Against Domestic Violence (SCCADV) where she worked 
directly with women and children affected by domestic violence. 
While at SCCADV, she designed and implemented an elementary 
education curriculum and developed a county-wide education 
campaign.  As a 2010 Center for Women in Government and Civil 
Society Fellow, Arielle is looking forward to continuing her 
legislative and advocacy work at the American Congress for 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists.  



 
 
 

 

 
 

Pamela Dubitsky 
NYS Department of Labor, 

 Bureau of Immigrant Workers’ Rights 
 
Pamela is driven by a deep appreciation for cultural diversity and a 
firm belief in the richness it brings to life. Pamela researched the 
role of indigenous perspectives in the Guatemalan public policy 
process and participated in efforts to improve the lives of women 
across Guatemala and Mexico. She is actively involved in refugee 
resettlement as a volunteer with the U.S. Committee for Refugees 
and Immigrants and the Iraqi Refugee Project Coalition of the 
Capital District. At the Bureau of Immigrant Workers' Rights, Pamela 
is fulfilling her commitment to promoting policies that are 
responsive to the unique needs of immigrants. Pamela holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology from Stony Brook University and a 
Master of Arts in Anthropology from the University at Albany. She is 
currently pursuing a Master of Social Work from the School of Social 
Welfare at the University at Albany. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Le H. La 
NYS Office of Temporary & Disability Assistance,  

Bureau of Refugee & Immigrant Assistance 
 
Le is pursuing a Masters degree in Public Administration from 
Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy, University at Albany. 
A native of Vietnam, Le is driven by a desire to strengthen public 
policy making which effect meaningful social change in the life of 
people living in developing nations.  Her work at the Vietnam 
Environment Protection Agency strengthened her conviction that 
responsive public policy can instigate positive change. Her volunteer 
experiences with underprivileged children solidified her 
commitment to public service.  
  
 

 

  



 
 
 

 

 
 

Sara Tierney Lafayette 
New York State Department of Labor, 

 Division of Research and Statistics 
 
For the last several years, Sara examined the relationship between 
economic development and the environment.  Her work at the New 
York State Department of Taxation and Finance strengthened her 
knowledge and skills in project management, research 
methodologies, data collection and analysis, as well as policy 
development. Sara is passionate about environmental 
sustainability, quality of life and social justice and seeks to deepen 
her understanding of how community planning can accomplish 
these goals. She focused her studies on environmental science, 
economic development, urban revitalization, and Brownfield 
remediation.  Sara holds a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology from 
SUNY Plattsburgh and a Masters in Regional Planning from the 
University at Albany.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Julia Lee 
NYS Department of Labor,  

Office of Federal and Intergovernmental Relations 
 
Julia is pursuing a Masters in Public Administration at the University 
at Albany’s Rockefeller College of Public Affairs & Policy.  Julia’s 
passion for social justice shaped her professional and personal 
pursuits. Driven by a conviction in the fundamental importance of 
informed civic engagement to a healthy democracy, she 
volunteered extensively at the League of Women Voters. Julia’s 
work at New York State’s Division of Criminal Justice Services 
heightened her interests in youth-centered policies.  She will 
further strengthen her knowledge of these policies at the 
Department of Labor where she will examine programs serving at 
risk youth. Julia also served as an AmeriCorps VISTA at Dress for 
Success Cincinnati.  She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
Communication Studies.  
 

  



 
 
 

 

 
 

Amanda Lester 
NYS Assembly,  

Office of Assembly Member Barbara Clark 
 

Amanda is pursuing a Masters in Public Policy with an Education 
Policy concentration and an Advanced Graduate Certificate in 
School Building Leadership from the University at Albany. Amanda 
holds Master of Science degrees in Music Education and Elementary 
Education.  As an educator who taught in the Capital District Region 
for almost 15 years, she maintains a strong passion for, and belief in 
the transformative power of education. Her internship at NYS 
Education Department strengthened her conviction that effective 
public policy can create equal opportunities and achieve 
educational equity for all children.  At Assembly Member Barbara 
Clark’s office, Amanda is analyzing and evaluating education and 
child welfare policies which will increase educational opportunities 
and strengthen the education system. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Abby Ramsarran 
NYS Office of Children and Family Services 

 
Abby graduated summa cum laude from the University at Albany 
with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology.  Throughout her academic 
career, she focused her studies on examining factors impacting 
educational outcomes of immigrant children.  Abby is currently 
pursuing a Master of Social Work at the University at Albany’s 
School of Social Welfare.  Abby’s dedication to serving 
disenfranchised populations charted her professional and 
educational pathways.  Her work with and on behalf of populations 
with mental health needs provided critical knowledge and skills, 
and strengthened her commitment to public service. At NYS Office 
of Children and Family Services, Division of Child Care Services, 
Abby will be working on multiple division-wide projects including 
analysis of Child Care Regulations. Abby is the elected president of 
the Social Welfare Student Association. 
 

  



 

 

 

 
 

Deborah Reyome, Ph.D. 
Workforce Development Institute 

 
Deborah holds a Doctorate of Philosophy in Social Welfare and a 
Masters in Social Work from the University at Albany School of 
Social Welfare. She also holds a Bachelor in Child and Family 
Services.  She worked in human services for over thirty years and is 
interested in both policy research and advocacy.  Deborah’s 
interests include designing quality assurance initiatives that target 
programs and services for disadvantaged and vulnerable 
populations.  Deborah researched early intervention programs and 
taught social policy as an adjunct faculty member at the University 
at Albany, Smith College and Union College.  She is interested in 
economic development as a driving force for addressing and 
alleviating social problems.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Chandra Williams 
NYS Office of Children & Family Services 

 
Chandra holds a BA in Political Science and Public Policy from the 
University at Albany. She is currently pursuing a Masters of Public 
Administration at Rockefeller College of Public Affairs and Policy 
and will graduate in May 2010. As a youth supervisor and a job 
coach, Chandra heightened her awareness of the challenges facing 
youth and their families and strengthened her dedication to public 
service. Her work with the Schenectady County Legislature exposed 
her to a broad range of local government programs and provided 
her with invaluable skills in policy development and analysis. 
Chandra volunteered for many organizations which advocate for 
animal rights and veteran affairs.  
 

  
 


