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DEPARTMENT OF 
SOCIOLOGY  
Faculty 
Distinguished Professors 

Richard D. Alba, Ph.D. 
Columbia University 

John R. Logan, Ph.D. 
University of California, Berkeley  

Distinguished Service Professors 
Richard H. Hall, Ph.D. 

Ohio State University 
Glenna D. Spitze, Ph.D. (Collins Fellow) 

University of Illinois 
Distinguished Teaching Professors 

Steven F. Messner, Ph.D. 
Princeton University 

Professors Emeritae/i 
Raymond Forer, Ph.D. 

Yale University 
Professors 

Christine E. Bose, Ph.D. 
Johns Hopkins University 

Donald J. Hernandez, Ph.D. 
University of California, Berkeley  

Marvin D. Krohn, Ph.D. 
Florida State University 

Steven Seidman, Ph.D. 
University of Virginia  

Scott J. South, Ph.D. 
University of Texas 

Russell A. Ward, Ph.D. 
University of Wisconsin 

Associate Professors Emeritae/i  
Arnold Foster, Ph.D. 

University of London  
Arthur H. Richardson, Ph.D. 

Purdue University 
Associate Professors 

Glenn D. Deane, Ph.D. 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

Nancy A. Denton, Ph.D. 
University of Pennsylvania  

Albert C. Higgins, Ph.D.  
University of North Carolina 

Hayward D. Horton, Ph.D.  
Pennsylvania State University 

Ronald N. Jacobs, Ph.D.  
University of California, Los Angeles  

Richard W. Lachmann, Ph.D. 
Harvard University 

Zai Liang, Ph.D.  
University of Chicago  

Karyn A. Loscocco, Ph.D. 
Indiana University 

Gwen Moore, Ph.D. 
New York University 

Lawrence E. Raffalovich, Ph.D.  
Indiana University 

Maurice N. Richter Jr., Ph.D. 
University of Chicago  

Katherine Trent, Ph.D. 
University of Texas 

David G. Wagner, Ph.D. 
Stanford University 

James R. Zetka, Jr., Ph.D. 
Northwestern University 

Assistant Professors  
Thoroddur Bjarnason, Ph.D. 

University of Notre Dame, Indiana 
Angie Chung, Ph.D.  

University of California, Los Angeles, 
Adjuncts (estimated): 9 
Teaching Assistants (estimated): 6  

 

Careers  
A B.A. degree in sociology prepares 
people for  posi t ions in business,  
government, and the human services. 
Fields such as health management, 
public administration, gerontology, and 
higher educational administration 
include people with a sociology B.A. 
degree. The undergraduate degree in 
sociology is excellent preparation for 
advanced degrees and future careers in 
business administration, criminal 
justice, social welfare, law, education, 
and the health professions, as well  as 
graduate study in sociology and related 
disciplines. 

Admission 
Application: Students who have completed 
A Soc 115 (Introduction to Sociology), A Soc 
220 (Introduction to Social Research), and 
A Soc 235 (Sociological Theory) with grades of 
C or better in the latter two courses may apply 
for admission to the major in sociology. Upon 
review of the student’s record, the department 
will admit all applicants who meet the 
specified requirements. Students who do not 
meet the specified criteria for admission may 
retake either or both courses in order to achieve 
the minimum grade of C. 

Appeals: Students denied admission to the 
major may appeal the decision by petition to 
the department chair. The deadline for appeals  
is the end of the fifth day of classes each 
semester. Appeals will be evaluated prior to 
the final date for adding or dropping semester-
length courses each semester. The department 
chair and the director of the undergraduate 
committee will make the decision on the 
appeal. 

Transfer Students:  Transfer students 
who plan to major in sociology but have not 
completed A Soc 220 or A Soc 235 or their 
equivalents with grades of C or better may 
declare their intention to major in sociology but 
will not be formally admitted to the major 
when they enter the University. Students who 
declare their intention to major in soci ology 
will be advised by the Sociology  Department. 
Upon successful completion of the two 
courses with a grade of C or better in each, 
students will be admitted to the major. Most 
entering transfer students have completed 
A Soc 115 (Introduction to Sociology). Those 

who have not taken A Soc 115 must take it 
their first semester. Students to whom this 
applies may take A Soc 1115, A Soc 220, and 
A Soc 235 concurrently during their first 
semester.  

Degree Requirements for the 
Major in Sociology 
General Program B.A.: A minimum of 
36 credits in sociology, including: 
A Soc 115M or 115G, 220, 221, 235, 
one 400-level seminar, and 21 
additional credits of sociology as 
advised. Of the required 36 credits in 
sociology, a minimum of 12 credits 
must be at the 300 level or above. 
Note: the 400 -level seminar counts 
toward the 12-credit minimum. 

Sociology majors are restricted to A – E 
grading after matriculation at Albany 
when taking courses to fulfill the 
requirements in research methods 
(A Soc 220),  s tat ist ics (A Soc 221), 
and  theory  (A Soc 235). 

Majors who have satisfactorily 
completed A  Mat 108,  A  Psy 210,  or  
R Crj 281 will have A  Soc 221 waived. 
In this  case,  s tudents must  subst i tute a 
3-credit sociology course for A  Soc 
221. 

Special Programs or 
Opportunities 
The department provides research 
opportunities for graduate and undergraduate 
students, a series of colloquia with locally and 
nationally known sociologists, and a local 
chapter of the national sociology honorary 
society, Alpha Kappa Delta. A joint 
B.A./M.A. program is  available in sociology as 
well as a joint B.A./M.P.A. in sociology and 
public administration.  

Honors Program 
The honors program in sociology 
combines recognition of general 
academic excellence with demonstrated 
achievement in sociology. The program 
is  s t ructured to provide exposure to 
the breadth of sociological modes of 
inquiry, while also stimulating and 
supporting original, student - initiated 
exploration of sociological issues. 

SELECTION AND EVALUATION  

The student must have declared sociology as a 
major and have completed at least 12 credits of 
course work in sociology. The student must 
have an overall grade point average not lower 
than 3.25 and a 3.50 in sociology is required 
for admission to the honors program. 

Upon satisfactory completion of the 
honors curriculum and of courses 
required of all majors, students will be 
recommended by the Director of the 
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Honors Program to graduate with 
honors in sociology. 

The student must maintain the same 
grade point average overall and the 
same average in the major as were 
required for admission to the honors 
program. 

CURRICULUM  

A total of 36 credits in sociology, including 
A Soc 115M or 115G, 220, 221, 235, two 
substantive courses (300 level or higher) 
directly related to the topic of the honors 
thesis. Research Proposal Seminar (A Soc 
488Z) and a Senior Honors Thesis (A Soc 
498). 

ADMINISTRATION  

The undergraduate honors director administers 
the program, advises students, and helps 
students in selecting thesis advisers. 

The thesis is discussed in a forum involving the 
adviser, the honors director, and other faculty 
members selected by the student and the 
adviser upon its completion in the senior year. 

Combined B.A./M.A. and 
B.A./M.P.A. Programs  
Sociology/Sociology. The combined B.A./M.A. 
program in sociology/sociology provides an 
opportunity for students of recognized 
academic ability and educational maturity to 
fulfill integrated requirements of undergraduate 
and master’s degree programs from the 
beginning of their junior year. The program 
provides an integrated and focused curriculum 
in sociology that allows the upper-level 
student exposure to advanced knowledge in 
theory and substantive areas and opportunities 
for participation in research. A carefully 
designed program can permit a student to earn 
the B.A. and M.A. degrees within nine 
semesters. 

The combined program requires a 
minimum of 138 credits, of which at 
least 30 must be graduate credits. In 
qualifying for the B.A., students must 
meet all University and college 
requirements, including the 
requirements of the undergraduate 
major described previously, the minor 
requirement, the minimum 90-credit 
liberal arts and science requirement, 
general education requirements, and 
residency requirements. During their junior and 
senior years students take A  Soc 509, 
510, 511, and 522. In qualifying for 
the M.A.,  students must meet all  
University and college requirements as 
outlined in the Graduate Bulletin, 
including completion of a minimum of 
30 graduate credits and any other 
conditions such as a research seminar, 
thesis, comprehensive examination, 
professional experience, and residency 
requirements. Up to 12 graduate 

credits may be applied simultaneously 
to both the B.A. and M.A. programs. 

Students are considered undergraduates 
until completion of 120 graduation 
credits  and satisfactory completion of 
all B.A. requirements. Upon meeting 
B.A. requirements,  students are 
automatically considered as graduate 
s tudents . 

Students  may apply to the Graduate 
Committee for admission to the 
combined degree program in sociology 
at the beginning of their  junior year or 
after the successful completion of 56 
credits,  but no later than the 
accumulation of 100 credits. A 
cumulative grade point average of 3.20 
or higher and three supportive letters 
of recommendation from faculty are 
required for consideration. The Graduate 
Committee will thoroughly review the 
progress and academic standing of 
students admitted to the program at  
the end of the junior year.  

Sociology/Public Administration. The 
combined B.A./M.P.A. program in 
sociology/public administration 
provides  an opportuni ty  for  s tudents  
of recognized academic ability and 
educational maturity to fulfill  
integrated requirements of 
undergraduate and master’s degree 
programs from the beginning of their 
junior year. A carefully designed 
program can permit a student to earn 
the B.A. and M.P.A. degrees in one 
less semester than is normally 
required. 

The combined program requires a 
minimum of 154 credits, of which at 
least 46 must be graduate credits. In 
qualifying for the B.A.,  students must 
meet all University and school 
requirements, including the 
requirements of the major described 
previously, the minor requirement, the 
minimum 90-credit liberal arts and science 
requirement, general education requirements, 
and residency requirements. In 
qualifying for the M.P.A. ,  s tudents  
must meet all  University and school 
requirements as outlined in the Graduate 
Bulletin, including completion of a minimum of 
46 graduate credits and any other 
conditions such as a research seminar, 
thesis, comprehensive examination, 
p rofessional experience, and residency 
requirements. Up to 12 graduate 
credits may be applied simultaneously 
to both the B.A. and M.P.A. programs. 

Students are considered as undergraduates until 
completion of 120 graduation credits and 
satisfactory completion of all B.A. 
requirements. Upon meeting B.A. 
requirements, students are automatically 
considered graduate students. 

Students  may apply to the combined 
degree program in sociology/public 

administration at the beginning of their 
junior year or after the successful 
completion of 56 credits, but no later 
than the accumulation of 100 credits. 
A cumulative grade point average of 
3.20 or higher and three supportive 
letters of recommendation from faculty 
are required for consideration. 

Courses 
A Soc 115M Introduction t o Sociology 
(3)  
Nature  of  cu l ture  and  of  human soc ie ty ,  
personal i ty  development ,  groups  and 
group s t ruc ture ,  soc ia l  ins t i tu t ions ,  the  
processes  of  soc ia l  change .  A Soc  115G 
is  the  wri t ing  in tens ive  vers ion of  A Soc 
115M;  on ly  one  may  be  t aken  fo r  
c red i t .  [SS]  

A Soc 115G Introduction to Sociology 
(3)  
A Soc 115G is the writing intensive version of 
A Soc 115M; only one may be taken for credit. 
[SS WI]  

A Soc 180M Social Problems (3) 
Applies the concepts, methods, and ethics of 
sociology to the analysis of “social problems.” 
A Soc 180G is the writing intensive version of 
A Soc 180M; only one may be taken for credit. 
[SS] 

A Soc 180G Social Problems (3)  
A Soc 180G is the writing intensive version of 
A Soc 180M; only one may be taken for credit. 
[SS WI]  

A Soc 200 (formerly A Soc 354) Political 
Sociology (3) 
Analyzes the social bases of political power and 
the origin, course of development, and duration 
of social movements; the role of propaganda, 
communication, and public opinion in political 
behavior; the structure of political organizations. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G. 

A Soc 203 (see A Soc 381) 
 
A Soc 210M Sociology of Culture (3)  
The social settings within which culture—
literature, painting, theatre, fashion, popular 
magazines, graffiti, television—are produced and 
consumed. Special attention is paid to the 
development of artistic careers, the forces 
shaping markets for artistic objects and 
performances, the effects of censorship, and 
class differences in the consumption of culture. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G. [SS]  

A Soc 217 Alternatives to Bureaucratic 
Organization (3) 
Whereas some social theorists focus on the 
functional aspects of bureaucratic organization, 
such as efficiency and impartiality, others view 
the specialization and impersonality of 
bureaucratic work as incompatible with 
humanistic values. The intellectual roots of these 
two traditions and various contemporary 
versions of them are examined. A Soc 217Z is 
the writing intensive version of A Soc 217; only 
one may be taken for credit. Prerequisite(s): 
A Soc 115M or 115G.  

A Soc 217Z Alternatives to Bureaucratic 
Organization (3) 
A Soc 217Z is  the  wr i t ing  in tens ive  
v e r s i o n  o f  A Soc  217;  on ly  one  may  be  
taken  for  c red i t .  P re requis i te ( s ) :  A Soc 
115M or  A Soc 115G.  [WI]  
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A Soc 220 (formerly A  Soc 223) 
Introduction to Social Research (3) 
Examinat ion  of  the  assumpt ions  and  
techniques of  social  research:  problems 
of  design, data collection, quantitative and 
qualitative analysis; review of current research in 
professional journals; the uses of survey research; 
application of concepts through individual and 
class projects. For Sociology majors and intended 
majors, A Soc 220 is restricted to A–E grading 
after matriculation at Albany. Prerequisite(s): 
A Soc 115M or 115G. 

A Soc 221 Statistics for Sociologi sts (3)  
In t roduc t ion  to  quan t i t a t ive  ana lys i s  o f  
sociological  data :  methods  of  
summarizing and describing univariate  
distr ibutions including the use of  tables 
and graphs;  methods  of  examining 
re la t ionships  be tween  two or  more  
measures;  s ta t is t ical  inference  and  
hypothes is  tes t ing .  For  Socio logy 
majors  and in tended majors ,  A Soc  221 
i s  res t r ic ted  to  A–E grading after  
mat r icu la t ion  a t  Albany.  Prerequis i te (s ) :  
A Soc 115M or  115G. [MS]  

A Soc 235 (formerly A  Soc 335) 
Sociological Theory (3)  
Overview of major sch ools of theory influencing 
current sociological inquiry. Discussion of 
selected works of classical and contemporary 
theorists. The influence of values on theorizing 
and the issue of value neutrality. An evaluation 
of the role of theory in the growth of the 
discipline. For  Sociology majors  and 
in tended majors ,  A Soc 235 is restricted to 
A-E grading after matriculation at Albany. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G.  

A Soc 250 Sociology of Families (3) 
The  fami ly  as  a  soc ia l  ins t i tu t ion ;  types  
o f  f ami ly  o rgan iza t ion ;  the  fami ly  as  a  
socia l iz ing agency and i ts  in terre la t ions  
w i th  o the r  i n s t i t u t i ons ;  t he  impac t  o f  
soc ia l  change  on  the  Amer ican  fami ly  
wi th  par t icular  re fe rence  to  the  
t rans i t ion  f rom a  rura l -agricul tural  to  a  
predominant ly  urban- industr ial  society.  
Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc 115M or  115G.  

A Soc 250Z Sociology of Families (3)  
A Soc 250Z is the writing intensive version of 
A Soc 250. Only one may be taken for credit. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115 or 115G. [WI] .  
[OD] 

A Soc 255 Mass Media (3)  
The role of newspapers, radio, television and 
motion pictures in American society. Changes in 
these media and their functional relationship to 
education, the economy, the political process 
and public opinion. Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M 
or 115G 

A Soc 260 Social Psychology (3)  
Survey course  cover ing both  theor ies  
and topical areas in the field. Both sociological 
and psychological perspectives are represented, 
although the former is emphasized. Topical areas 
include the self, face-to-face interaction, 
attitudes, communicatio n, interpersonal 
relationships, small group processes, social 
structure, and personality. A Soc 260Z is the 
writing intensive version of A Soc 260; only one 
may be taken for credit. Prerequisite(s): A Soc 
115M or 115G, or A  Psy 101M. 

A Soc 260Z Social Psychology (3) 
A Soc 260Z is  the wri t ing intensive 
v e r s i o n  o f  A Soc  260;  on ly  one  may  be  
taken  for  c red i t .  P re requis i te ( s ) :  A Soc 
115M or  115G,  o r  A P s y  1 0 1 M .  [ W I ]  

A Soc 262M (= A Wss 262M) Sociology of 
Gender (3) 
The social and cultural construction of gender, 
focusing on the contemporary U.S., with an 
examination of the implications for U.S. society 
and for individual men and women. Only one of 
A Soc 262M and A Wss 262M may be taken for 
credit. Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G; or 
permission of instructor. [DP, SS] 

A Soc 270M Social and Demographic 
Change (3) 
This  i s  a  compute r - based course  that  
inves t iga tes  how major  socia l ,  economic  
and  pol i t i ca l  changes  have  a f fec ted  the  
demographic  s t ruc ture  of  the  na t iona l  
popula t ion  in  the  pas t  four  decades .  The  
focus  is  on gaining an unders tanding of  
how major  d imens ions  of  the  na t ion’s  
socia l  and demographic  s t ructures  have 
changed  f rom 1950  to  the  p resen t .  
P r e r e q u i s i t e ( s ) :  A Soc  115M or  115G.  
May  no t  be  o f fe red  in  2004 - 2005 .  

A Soc 282M (= A Lcs 282M) Race & 
Ethnicity (3) 
The purpose  of  th i s  course  i s  to  p rov ide  
the  s tuden t  wi th  an  in t roduc t ion  to  the  
sociological  s tudy of  race  and e thnic i ty  
in  the  Uni ted  Sta tes .  Speci f ica l ly ,  the  
course  emphasizes  unders tanding the  
soc ia l ,  demographic ,  economic ,  pol i t ica l  
a n d  h i s t o r ical  forces  that  have resul ted 
in  the  unique  exper iences  of  d i f fe ren t  
groups  of  Amer icans .  Fur ther ,  the  
s tudent  wil l  be provided with the 
oppor tuni ty  to  ana lyze  and  d iscuss  the  
impact  of  publ ic  pol icy  on  i ssues  tha t  
per ta in  to  var ious  rac ia l  and e thnic  
groups. [DP SS]  

A Soc 283M (formerly A Soc 383M) 
Juvenile Delinquency (3) 
The purpose  of  th i s  course  i s  to  
examine  the  un ique  aspec t s  o f  the  
juveni le  jus t ice  sys tem and  theore t ica l  
explanat ions  of  de l inquent  behavior .  
The  course  i s  d iv ided in to  three  
sec t ions :  1 )  concep tua l  and  
methodological  i ssues  in  the  s tudy of  
de l inquency;  2)  explanat ions  of  
de l inquent  behavior ;  3 )  the  cont ro l  of  
del inquency.  Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc 
115M or  115G. [SS]  

A Soc 289 (= A Lcs 289) Special Topics 
in Ethnicity (1–3) 
Intensive examination of the culture and 
lifestyle of a single ethnic group within 
American society. The specific ethnic group 
varies from term to term and is indicated by 
course subtitle: e.g., Ethnicity; Italian 
Americans. A Lcs 289 and A Soc 289 can be 
repeated, but the total credits earned may not 
exceed 6 credits under different subtitles. 
Departmental permission required for more than 
6 credits. Prerequisite(s): A  Soc 115M or 115G.  

A Soc 299 Special Topics in Sociology 
(3) 
Investigation of a special topic in Sociol ogy. 
The topic varies from semester to semester, and 
is indicated by the course subtitle. Course may be 
repeated once if topics differ. Prerequisite(s): 
A Soc 115M or 115G.  

A Soc 325 (formerly A Soc 457M & 457G) 
Sociology of Science (3) 
Characteristics of scientific belief systems: social 
background of the development of science; the 
social organization of scientific activity; the 
impact of science on society. A Soc 325Z is the 
writing intensive version of A Soc 325; only one 
may be taken for credit. Prerequisite(s): A Soc 

115M or 115G.  

A Soc 325Z (formerly A Soc 457M & 
457G) Sociology of Science (3) 
A Soc 325Z is  the  wr i t ing  in tens ive  
v e r s i o n  o f  A Soc  325;  on ly  one  may  be  
t aken  fo r  c r ed i t .  P re requ i s i t e ( s )  A Soc 
115M or  115G.  [WI]  

A Soc 326 Sociology of Race, Gender, 
and Class (3)  
Examina t i on  o f  con t empora ry  soc i a l  
const ruct ions  of  race ,  gender ,  and c lass  
(p r imar i ly )  in  the  Uni ted  S ta tes .  
Analysis of race,  gender,  and class as 
in te r lock ing  sys tems  tha t  s t r a t i fy  
soc ie ty .  Discuss ion  of  key  ins t i tu t ions  
t h a t  c o ns t ruc t  race ,  gender ,  and  c lass  –  
espec ia l ly  the  media ,  educat ion ,  and  the  
po l i t i ca l  economy.  Focus  on :  bo th  
oppressed and pr ivi leged posi t ions  in  
the  socia l  h ierarchies ;  how we learn  
about  our  own and others’  
race/ethnici ty,  gender  and social  c lass;  
h o w  being a  member  of  a  par t icular  
socia l  ca tegory (e .g . ,  a  woman or  a  man;  
a  whi te  person or  a  person of  co lor ;  
r ich ,  poor ,  or  middle  c lass)  af fec ts  
pe rspec t ives  and  oppor tun i t i es .  
Prerequisi te(s)  A Soc  115M or  115G.  

A Soc 340 Social Control (3)  
T h e  f a c t o r s  i nvo lved  in  the  
main tenance  o f  the  soc ia l  o rde r  and  the  
making  of  group dec is ions .  The  na ture  
of  custom,  ideology,  leadership ,  publ ic  
op in ion  and  o the r  types  o f  con t ro l .  
Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc  115M or  115G.   

A Soc 341 Social Inequality (3) 
D i v e r s e  f o r m s  o f  inequal i ty  in  human 
society;  causes and consequences of 
inequal i ty ;  sociological  approaches  to  
the  s tudy  of  inequa l i ty .  Pre requis i t e ( s ) :  
A Soc 115M or 115G.  

A Soc 342 Organizations in Society (3)  
Analysis of the structure and processes of 
different types of organizations (e.g., banks, 
schools, government agencies, computer firms); 
intra- and inter-organizational relationships; 
o rgan iza t ions  and  the i r  env i ronments ;  
organizational effectiveness. A Soc 342Z is a 
writing intensive version of A Soc 342; only one 
may be taken for credit. Prerequisite(s): A Soc 
115M or 115G.  

A Soc 342Z Organizations in Society (3) 
A Soc 342Z is  a  wr i t ing  in tens ive  
v e r s i o n  o f  A Soc  342;  on ly  one  may  be  
taken  for  c red i t .  P re requis i te ( s ) :  A Soc 
115M or  115G.  [WI]  

A Soc 344 (= A Wss 344 ) Sociology of 
Women in the Political Economy (3) 
The  d i f f e ren t  economic  ro le s  women  
p lay .  The  soc io- h i s to r i ca l  de te rminan t s  
o f  these  ro les  and  the i r  impl ica t ions  fo r  
the  ind iv idua l  and  soc ie ty .  A Soc  344Z  
&  A Wss  344Z a re  the  wr i t ing  in tens ive  
vers ions  of  A Soc  344 and A Wss  344 ;  
on ly  one  o f  the  four  courses  may  be  
taken  for  c red i t .  P re requis i te ( s ) :  A Soc 
115M or  115G,  or  permiss ion of  
ins t ruc tor .  

A Soc 344Z (= A Wss 344 Z) Sociology of 
Women in the Political Economy (3) 
A Soc 344Z & A Wss  344Z a re  the  
writ ing  in tens ive  ve r s ions  o f  A Soc  344 
and A Wss  344 ;  on ly  one  o f  t he  fou r  
courses  may be  taken  for  c red i t .  
Prerequis i te(s) :  A Soc  115M or  115G,  o r  
pe rmiss ion  o f  ins t ruc to r .  [WI]  
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A Soc 345 Industrial and Economic 
Organization (3) 
Examination of the relationship between market 
deve lopments  and  pa t te rns  of  indus t r ia l  
organization. The emergence of capitalist 
market systems and implications for the 
organization of work .  The  re la t ionsh ip  
be tween markets  and product ion  sys tems 
in  developed industr ia l  economies .  
P r erequisite(s):  A Soc  115M or  115G.  

A Soc 350 Social Movements (3) 
Mobilization of social, ethnic, national and 
gender groups is the focal concern. Both macro 
and micro approaches will be employed. 
Motivations, resources, ideologies, patterns, and 
outcomes will be discussed. Major theoretical 
models will be presented and evaluated. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G.  

A Soc 351 (formerly A  Soc 444M & 444G) 
Social Conflict (3)  
Sources and effects of social conflict; stages in 
the conflict process; strategies of conflicting 
parties; social control over conflict situations. 
A Soc 351Z is the writing intensive version of 
A Soc 351; only one may be taken for credit. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G.  

A Soc 351Z (formerly A Soc 444M & 
444G) Social Conflict (3) 
Soc  351Z i s  the  wr i t ing  in tens ive  
ve r s ion  o f  Soc  351 ;  on ly  one  may  be  
taken  for  c red i t .  P re requis i te ( s ) :  A Soc 
115M or  115G.  [WI]  

A Soc 357 Sociology of Work (3)  
Nature  and  ou tcome of  work  for  the  
individual  and the society;  
considera t ions  of  gender ,  age ,  race,  and 
e thn ic i ty  a s  they  in t e rac t  w i th  
employment  and  unemployment  and  
career  pa t te rns ;  re la t ionships  be tween 
work  and  fami ly ;  the  po ten t ia l  fo r  
changing work,  and the  ro le  of  power  in  
the workplace.  Prerequis i te(s) :  A Soc 
115M or  115G.  

A Soc 359D Medical  Sociology (3)  
Comprehensive introduction to sociological 
factors in disease etiology and illness behavior 
and to the sociology of the organization of 
medical practice and the health professions. 
A Soc 359G is the writing intensive version of 
A Soc 359M; only one may be taken for credit. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G. [OD WI] 

A Soc 359G Medical Sociology (3) 
A Soc 359G is  the writ ing intensive 
v e r s i o n  o f  A Soc  359M;  on ly  one  may  
be  taken  for  c redi t .  Prerequis i te (s ) :  
A Soc 115M or  115G. [SS WI]  

A Soc 360 Processes of Socialization (3) 
Exploration of socialization processes with 
similarities and differences in occurrence in 
various social institutions; aspects of 
socialization in the life cycle of the individual. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G; A Soc 260 
or 260Z or equivalent.  

A Soc 362 Sociology of Sexualities (3) 
This course reviews the core of the sociology of 
sexuality from a sociohistorical perspective. 
Among the topics to be discussed are the 
theoretical approaches to sexuality, the making 
of sexual identities, the relationship between 
sexuality and social institutions, and sexual 
politics and ethics. Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M 
or 115G. 

A Soc 369 (formerly A  Soc 469) Special 
Topics in Social Psychology (3) 
Basic  explorat ion of  a  specif ic  area i n  
social psychology, with primary emphasis on 
exposure to relevant theoretical and research 
literature. Topic varies from semester to 

semester and is indicated by course subtitle. 
Course may be repeated for up to 9 credits if 
topic differs. Departmental permission required 
for more than 9 credits. Prerequisite(s): 6 credits 
in sociology and permission of instructor.  

A Soc 370 Social Demography (3) 
The purpose of this course is to provide the 
student with an in-depth introduction to the field 
of demography and population studies. 
Specifically, the course emphasizes the impact of 
population processes and events on human 
societies. Sociology, along with other social 
science disciplines, will be employed to facilitate 
the understanding of how social and demographic 
factors interact to create problems throughout 
the world.  

A Soc 371 (= A Eco 341 & 341Z) Urban 
Economics (3)  
O n l y  o n e  o f  A Soc  371 and A Eco  341  
& 341Z may be  taken  for  c red i t .   

A Soc 373 Community and Urban Sociology (3) 
Approaches to the study of community and 
urban form and process. The city as a coercive 
product and as a social artifact. The impact of 
urbanization and other changes on the physical 
and social structure of communities. The impact 
of the urban setting upon social institutions, city, 
metropolis, and megalopolis, the future of cities. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G.  

A Soc 375 U.S. Urban Neighborhood 
Diversity (3)  
Examines racial and ethnic diversity in 
neighborhoods in contemporary urban America. 
Explores various definitions of neighborhood and 
measures used to examine neighborhood 
segregation. It discusses the importance of one’s 
neighborhood in structuring other aspects of life, 
including friendships, schools, crime and health. 
Attitudes toward integration will be linked to 
neighborhood change and metropolitan wide 
pa t te rns  o f  res iden t ia l  segrega t ion .  
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G. [DP] 

A Soc 380 (formerly A Soc 480) 
Sociology of Deviant Behavior (3) 
Explores  var ious  aspects  of  deviance:  
causes of  deviant  behavior ,  sources and 
na tu re  o f  reac t ions  to  dev ian t s ,  impac t  
of  soc ia l  reac t ion  on  deviants ,  
re la t ionships  be tween deviance  and 
soc ia l  s t ruc ture .  Theor ies  of  deviance  
and se lec ted  areas  of  deviant  behavior  
are discussed. Prerequisite(s):  A Soc 
1 1 5 M  o r  1 1 5 G .  

A Soc 381  Cr iminology (3) 
In t roduc t ion  to  the  s tudy  of  c r ime,  
inc luding  the  development  of  c r iminal  
law,  the  re la t ionship  be tween cr ime and 
socia l  s t ructure ,  and the  individual  and 
social  causes  of  cr ime.  Analyzes  the  
cr iminal  jus t ice  sys tem:  pol ice ,  cour ts ,  
and  cor rec t io nal  systems.  Only one of  
A S o c  3 8 1  a n d  R Cr j  200 may be  taken 
for  c redi t .  Prerequis i te (s ) :  A Soc  115M 
or  115G.  May not  be  offered dur ing 
Spr ing 2005.  ( In  Spr ing 2005,  th is  
course  becomes  A Soc 203 and is cross -
l i s ted  wi th  R C r j  2 0 3 . )  

A Soc 384 Sociology of Aging (3)  
A broad in t roduct ion to  aging as  a  socia l  
phenomenon  and  i t s  impl ica t ions  fo r  
both individuals and societies.  Specific 
topics  include:  h is tor ical ,  cross- cultural ,  
and  rac ia l /e thnic  d i f ferences  in  the  
social  meanings and consequences of  
aging, co nceptual  issues and empir ical  
pa t t e rns  r e l a t ed  to  work  and  re t i r ement ,  
fami ly ,  res iden t ia l  loca t ion ,  and  dea th  
and dying;  and program and pol icy issues 
associated with aging, including 

re t i r ement  and  hea l th  ca re  po l i cy .  
Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc  115M or  115G.  

A Soc 385 (formerly A Soc 451) 
Sociology of Law (3)  
The course  wi l l  examine  theore t ica l  and  
conceptual  issues of  law and the 
opera t ion  of  the  cr iminal  jus t ice  
system.  The course  is  designed to  be 
ana ly t i ca l  r a the r  than  desc r ip t ive .  I t  
emphas izes  theore t ic al  and research 
work  tha t  has  been  done  on  the  l aw and  
the  c r imina l  jus t ice  sys tem.  
Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc  115M or  115G.  

A Soc 389 Special Topics in Sociology 
of Culture (3) 
Examina t ion  of  a  spec ia l ized  top ic  in  
the  a rea  of  soc io logy  of  cu l ture .  Topic  
v a r ies  each term,  but  might  inc lude 
soc io logy  of  the  a r t s ,  l i t e ra ture ,  l e i sure ,  
re l ig ion,  or  in  areas  such as  Eastern  
European ,  Chinese ,  o r  La t in  Amer ican  
cul ture .  Prerequis i te(s ) :  A Soc  115M or  
115G 

A Soc 399 Special Topics in Sociology 
(3)  
Intensive investigation of a specialized topic in 
Sociology. The topic varies from semester to 
semester and is indicated by the course subtitle. 
The course may be repeated once  if topics differ. 
Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G. 

A Soc 410Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
the Sociology of Culture (3)  
An in tens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
spec ia l ized  topic  in  the  a rea  of  the  
sociology of  cul ture,  including 
s ign i f i can t  exposure  to  p r imary  
l i terature  and cr i t ical  c lass  discussion.  
Poss ib le  topics  inc lude  funct ions  of  a r t  
i n  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  mass media,  ar t ,  and 
re l ig ion.  Prerequis i te(s) :  A Soc 115M or  
115G;  220,  221,  and  235;  or  permiss ion  
o f  i n s t ruc to r .  [WI ] 

A Soc 420Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Research Methods (3) 
An in tens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
special ized topic  in  sociological  
r e s e a r c h .  T o pics include survey analysis 
and repor t ing ,  qual i ta t ive  methods ,  
mul t ivar ia te  ana lys i s ,  exper imenta l  
des ign .  Prerequis i te (s ) :  A Soc  115M or  
115G;  220,  221,  and  235;  or  permiss ion  
o f  i n s t ruc to r .  [WI ] 

A Soc 430Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Sociological  Theory (3) 
An in tens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
special ized topic  in  the  area  of  
sociological  theory,  including 
s ign i f i can t  exposure  to  p r imary  
l i terature  and cr i t ical  c lass  discussion.  
Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc  115M or  115G;  
220 ,  221 ,  and  235 ;  o r  pe rmiss ion  o f  
ins t ruc tor .  [ W I ]  

A Soc 440Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Stratification: Race, Ethnicity, Gender 
and Class (3)  
An in tens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
specia l ized topic  re la t ing to  
s t ra t i f ica t ion  or  inequal i ty  among soc ia l  
groups def ined by categories  of  race,  
e thnic i ty ,  gender ,  or  c lass .  Topics  wi l l  
va ry  f rom te rm to  t e rm.  P re requ i s i t e ( s ) :  
A Soc  115M or  115G;  220,  221,  and 
235 ;  o r  pe rmis s ion  o f  i n s t ruc to r .  [WI]  

A Soc 441Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Comparative Sociology (3) 
An in tens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
special ized topic in  the a r e a  o f  
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sociological  theory,  including 
s igni f ican t  exposure  to  pr imary  
l i terature ,  and cr i t ical  c lass  discussion.  
Top ics  inc lude :  compara t ive  peasan t  
soc ie t ies ,  the  or ig ins  of  capi ta l i sm,  
compara t ive  wor ld  re l ig ions ,  revolut ions  
and socia l  movements .  Prere quisite(s):  
A Soc  115M or  115G;  220 ,  221 ,  and  
235;  or  permiss ion  of  ins t ruc tor .  [WI]  

A Soc 449Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Work and Organizations (3) 
An in tens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
special ized topic in work and 
organizations (such as family,  
compara t ive  o rganiza t ions ,  indus t r ia l  
automat ion) .  Prerequis i te(s ) :  A Soc 
1 1 5 M  o r  1 1 5 G ;  2 2 0 ,  2 2 1 ,  a n d  2 3 5 ;  o r  
pe rmiss ion  o f  ins t ruc to r .  [WI]  

A Soc 450Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Polit ical Sociology (3) 
An in tens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
specia l ized topic  in  the  area  of  pol i t i ca l  
sociology,  including signif icant  exposure 
to  p r imary  l i t e ra tu re  and  c r i t i ca l  c l a s s  
d iscuss ion.  Prerequis i te(s) :  A Soc 115M 
or  115G;  220 ,  221 ,  and  235 ;  o r  
pe rmiss ion  o f  ins t ruc to r .  [WI]  

A Soc 460Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Social Psychology (3) 
An int ens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
spec ia l ized  topic  in  the  a rea  of  soc ia l  
psychology,  including analys is  of  
re levan t  l i t e ra tu re  and  c r i t i ca l  c lass  
d iscuss ion .  Topic  var ies  f rom semester  
to semester as is  indicated by course 
subt i t le .  Prerequis i te(s) :  A Soc 115M or  
115G;  220,  221 ,  and  235;  or  permiss ion  
of  ins t ruc tor .  [WI]  

A Soc 470D Selected Topics Seminar in 
the Sociology of Families (3) 
A specia l ized course  in  the  sociology of  
the  fami ly .  Topics  might  inc lude :  work  
and family,  aging families,  gender and 
famil ies ,  c ross- cultural  studies in the 
fami ly .  Pre requis i te ( s ) :  A Soc  115M or  
115G;  220 ,  221 ,  and  235;  o r  permiss ion  
o f  ins t ruc to r .  [OD WI]  

A Soc 473Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Community and Urban Sociology (3)  
A special ized course  in  community  and 
urban socio logy. Topics  might  inc lude  
segregat ion,  the  under  c lass ,  American 
neighborhoods,  suburbanizat ion,  
evolu t ion  of  c i t ies ,  the  th i rd  wor ld  
urbanizat ion,  and urban pol icy.  
Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc  115M or  115G;  
220 ,  221 ,  and  235 ,  o r  pe rmis s ion  o f  
ins t ruc to r .  [WI]  

A S oc 475Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Demography (3) 
A special ized course in demography.  
Topics  might  inc lude :  fe r t i l i ty ,  
mor ta l i ty ,  mig ra t ion ,  popu la t ion  po l i cy ,  
fami ly  demography,  h is tor ica l  
demography.  Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc 
1 1 5 M  o r  1 1 5 G ;  2 2 0 ,  2 2 1 ,  a n d  2 3 5 , o r  
pe rmiss ion  o f  ins t ruc to r .  [WI]  

A Soc 481Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Crime and Deviance (3) 
An in tens ive  examina t ion  of  how to  use  
data  on deviance and cr ime in  evaluat ing 
socia l  theor ies  and pol ic ies  about  
deviance and cr ime,  including s ignif icant  
e x posure  to  p r imary  l i t e ra tu re  and  
cri t ical  class discussion.  Prerequisi te(s):  
A Soc  115M or  115G;  220 ,  221 ,  and  
235,  or  permiss ion  of  ins t ruc tor .  [WI]  

A Soc 484Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
the Sociology of Aging (3)  
A special ized course in sociology of  
ag ing.  Topics  might  include:  aging 
families,  cross- cultural and sub - cultural  
d i f ferences ,  work and retirement, 
intergenerational relationships, dea th  and  
dying,  and social  policy issues.  
P r e r e q u i s i t e ( s ) :  A Soc  115M or  115G;  
220 ,  221 ,  and  235 ,  o r  pe rmiss ion  o f  
in s t r u c t o r .  [ W I ]  

A Soc 485Z Selected Topics Seminar in 
Health and Medicine (3)  
An in tens ive  examina t ion  o f  a  
spec ia l ized  top ic  in  the  a rea  of  hea l th  
and medicine,  including signif icant  
exposure  to  p r imary  l i t e ra tu re  and  
cri t ical  class discussion.  Prerequisi te (s ) :  
A Soc  115M or  115G;  220,  221,  and 
235 ,  o r  permiss ion  of  ins t ruc tor .  [WI]  

A Soc 488Z Research Proposal Seminar 
(3) 
This  wr i t ing  in tens ive  seminar  i s  
in tended for  s tudents  who wish to  
acquire  exper ience in  sociological  
research,  are  consider ing wri t ing  an  
honors  thes i s  in  soc io logy  (A S o c 4 9 8 ) ,  
or  may be interested in graduate s tudies  
in  soc io logy.  Topics  covered  inc lude  the  
cho ice  o f  a  research  ques t ion ,  
theore t ica l  i ssues ,  review of  l i te ra ture ,  
research  des ign,  col lec t ion  and analys is  
o f  d a t a ,  a n d  p resenta t ion  of  resul t s .  A 
research  proposa l  i s  wr i t ten  under  the  
superv i s ion  o f  a  member  o f  the  
depar tment  o f  soc io logy .  
P r e r e q u i s i t e ( s ) :  A Soc  115M or  115G;  
220 ,  221 ,  and  235;  and  an  overa l l  GPA 
of  3 .25  o r  h ighe r .  

A Soc 490A and B Internship in 
Sociology (3, 3) 
Individually designed internships for students 
who wish to acquire experience in a field or area 
of sociology that interests them. Student-
instructor conferences are arranged at regular 
intervals. May be taken only once for credit. 
Open to senior sociology majors only, with 
permission of instructor. Prerequisite(s): A Soc 
115M or 115G, 220, 221, 235, one sociology 
course directly related to the internship and an 
overall GPA of 3.0. S/U graded. 

A Soc 495Z Special  Topics Seminar in 
Sociology (3) 
Intensive examination of a specialized topic in 
sociology. The special topic varies from 
semester to semester and is indicated by course 
subtitle. Prerequisite(s): A Soc 115M or 115G; 
220, 221, and 235, or permission of instructor. 
[WI] 

A Soc 497A and B Independent Study in 
Sociology (1-3) 
Independent reading or research on a selected 
experimental, theoretical, or applied problem 
under the direction of a faculty member. May be 
repeated once for credit . Prerequisite(s) for 
sociology majors: A Soc 115M or 115G, 12 
additional credits in sociology, and junior or 
senior class standing: Prerequisite(s) for non -
sociology majors: senior class standing and two 
courses in sociology. All students must have a 
contractual agreement with a departmental 
instructor to supervise project. 

A Soc 498 Senior Honors Thesis (3)  
Honors  Thes i s  wr i t t en  under  the  
superv i s ion  o f  a  member  o f  the  
soc io logy  depar tment .  The  s tuden t  
presents  proposa ls  and  per iodic  progress  
r epo r t s .  The  t he s i s  i s  p r e sen t ed  t o  t he  
adv i s e r  and  Honor s  Commi t t ee  i n  t he 

f ina l  semester  of  the  sen ior  year .  
Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc 488Z (Research  
Proposal) .  

A Soc 499 Special Topics in Sociology (3) 
In tens ive  examinat ion  of  a  spec ia l ized  
top ic  in  Soc io logy .  The  top ic  va r i es  
f rom semes te r  to  semes te r  and  i s  
indicated by course subt i t le .  Course  may 
be repeated o n c e i f  top ics  d i f fe r .  
Prerequisi te(s) :  A Soc  115M or  115G.   


