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Note: These data are from a recidivism study conducted by the U.S. Department of Justice,
Bureau of Justice Statistics. The data represent 272,111 prisoners released in 1994 from
prisons in 15 States: Arizona, California, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Texas, and Virginia. The
272,111 are an estimated two-thirds of all prisoners released during 1994 in the United
States with sentences greater than 1 year. The data presented are based on weighted
estimates from a sample of 33,796 prisoners meeting four selection criteria: 1) a RAP sheet
was found for the prisoner in the State criminal history repository, 2) the released prisoner
was alive during the 3-year followup period, 3) the prisoner's total maximum sentence length
was greater than 1 year (missing sentences were treated as greater than 1 year), and 4) the
prisoner's 1994 release was not recorded by the State department of corrections as a release
to custody/detainer/warrant, absent without leave, escape, transfer, administrative release, or
release on appeal. The sample cases were tracked for 3 years from the date of release from
prison. Any rearrest, reconviction, or reimprisonment occurring after the 3-year followup
period was not included. 

aCalculation of sentence length and time served is based on "first releases" only and
excludes Michigan (which reported minimum sentence) and Ohio (which did not report data to
identify "first releases"). 
bExcludes credited jail time.
cDoes not include the arrest, conviction, or prison sentence for which prisoners were  released
in 1994.

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Recidivism of Prisoners
Released in 1994, Special Report NCJ 193427 (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of
Justice, June 2002), p. 2. Table adapted by SOURCEBOOK staff.

43.6Prior prison sentencec

81.4Prior convictionc

93.1Prior arrestc

38.0Percent of sentence served before releaseb

13.3Median
20.6Mean

Time served before release (in months)a,b

48.0Median
58.9Mean

Sentence length (in months)a

1.7Other
9.7Public-order

32.6Drugs
33.5Property
22.5Violent

was serving sentence
Offense for which prisoner

7.545 years and older
9.440 to 44 years

16.235 to 39 years
22.730 to 34 years
22.825 to 29 years
21.018 to 24 years

0.417 years and younger
Age at release

75.5Non-Hispanic
24.5Hispanic

Ethnicity

1.1Other
48.5Black
50.4White

Race

8.7Female
91.3%Male

Sex

released prisoners

Percent of
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