
Multimedia educator-journalist whose recent online achievements include iPad news 
app designs for Hearst Corporation. Beginning with photojournalism, an extensive back-
ground in news editing, news design, picture editing and university-level teaching. 
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Digital Media Lecturer, Journalism Program
Communication Department, University at Albany

Digital Media Lecturer  August 2014 – present
Journalism Program, University at Albany, Albany, New York
n Responsibilities: Teaching upper-level courses in the multimedia sequence of the 
Journalism Program, including video/audio/photography capture, editing and Web 
integration. Conducting independent studies with advanced students.

Editorial Design Director / News Editor  May 1994 – present (currently part-time) 
Times Union, Albany, New York
n Responsibilities: Overseeing the print and online newsroom editng and production 
process on the evening news cycle. Redesigning the newspaper for its new press and 
cross-platform enhancement. Directing the visual storytelling process using photographs, 
graphics, artwork and various writing forms. Directing alternative story forms for special 
topics. Organizing and designing content sharing solutions between Hearst newspaper 
properties to gain financial efficiencies. Experienced in managing departmental budgets, 
including capital projections, overtime and expenses. 
 
Lecturer, Digital Media Design  January 2008 – May 2014 
Journalism Program, University at Albany, Albany, New York

iPad Concept Designer   November 2010 – May 2010  
Hearst Corporation, New York City, New York
n  Responsibilities: Developing Hearst’s first iPad news app using photographic concepts 
that extend the branding strength of the daily metro newspapers and introduce interactive 
features that demonstrate the potential of the tablet medium for users and advertisers.
– Working closely with the development team: Including concept feasibility, wire frames, 
design palettes, typography issues, asset creation, review, redesign and first-level QA.

– Creating explanatory presentations for Hearst executives and board members. 

Professional 
experience

n M.S., Communications Photography, Syracuse University (S. I. Newhouse School) 2013, 
Syracuse, New York. Thesis: “The Plight of a Vertical Photograph in a Digital World: An iPad 
News App Solution,” a historical analysis that has influenced how photographic usage is judged 
in online publishing. 
n B.S., Economics, Auburn University, 1982, Auburn, Alabama.

Education



Competition
awards

Recognition
awards

News Editor, Design Director, Interim Picture Editor  February 1987 – May 1994
The Charlotte Observer, Charlotte, North Carolina
n Responsibilities: Directing story selections and design strategies for daily and weekend 
editions. Reorganizing the photo desk, including the assignment process and the hiring of 
picture editors. Overseeing the design as The Observer’s first design director. Redesigning the 
core newspaper and bureau-based tabloid publications. 

Lead Designer of the Poynter Charlotte Project  December 1991 – December 1992
The Charlotte Observer, Charlotte, North Carolina
n Responsibilities: Yearlong intensive design directing in partnership with The Poynter 
Institute for Media Studies which culminated in the book, “The Charlottle Project: Helping 
Citizens Take Back Democracy.” Creating formats with programmers and systems editors to 
enable reporters to present content as graphic forms. Coaching reporters and editors in the 
newsroom and bureaus to write according to project parameters.

Freelance Photojournalist, Picture Editor, Intern  1980-1983, 1985, 1986
Syracuse Newspapers, Syracuse, New York; Providence Journal, Providence, Rhode Island; 
Associated Press, Louisville, Kentucky, Southern Living Magazine, Birmingham, Alabama; 
Huntsville Times, Huntsville Alabama

n University at Albany award for Excellence in Teaching: Honor based on “a 
recommendation from a peer review committee that examined a nomination statement 
together with other testimony and materials documenting performance over a sustained 
period,” 2016, University at Albany.
n Award For Innovation: “For leadership and collaboration in the redesign of the Press 
Project, enhancing both journalistic and commercial success of the Times Union,” 2013, 
Hearst Newspapers. 
n Hearst Eagle Award (Times Union employee of the year), 1999, Hearst Newspapers.
n Equinox Citation for educating the public about domestic violence, 1996.

n New York State Associated Press Association: Second Place, News-Presentation, “Our 
Hands at Work” 2013
n iMonitor Top 10 (iPad Hearst news app international ranking), McPheters & Company, fall 
2011 
n Times Union Publisher’s Award (iPad news app), fall 2011
n New York State Associated Press Association: Second Place, News-Presentation, “Dead” 
2011
n New York State Associated Press Association: Third Place, Graphic Illustration, “Escaping 
The Valley of Death,” 2010
n New York State Associated Press Association: Third Place, News-Presentation, “Air 
Patterson” 2009
n New York State Associated Press Association: Second Place, News-Presentation, 
“Tarnishing the Badge” 2009
n The New York News Publishers Association: Distinguished Page Design/Presentation 
Award of Excellence, 2008-2009
n New York State Associated Press Association: Honorable Mention, News-Presentation, “A 
Day for Honoring the Lost,” 2007
n Times Union Editors’ Award: News Page Design, “A Son, a Murderer,” 2006



Selected
articles

n Times Union Editors’ Award: News Page Design, “Ethan Allen: Lake George Disaster,” 
2005
n Scripps Howard Foundation National Journalism Award (Web reporting), 2003
n New York State Associated Press Association: Honorable Mention, News-Presentation, 
“Last Call” 2002
n Times Union Editors’ Award: Page Design: 9/11 Anniversary section, 2002
n New York State Associated Press Association: Honorable Mention, News-Presentation, 
“Freedom Under Seige” 2002
n Times Union Editors’ Award: Page Design: “Freedom Under Siege,” 2001
n New York State Associated Press Association: First Place, News-Presentation, “Troubled 
Waters: Threats to Adirondack Lakes,” 2001
n The New York News Publishers Association: Distinguished Page Design/Presentation 
Award of Excellence, 1999-2000
n New York State Associated Press Association: First Place, News-Presentation, “Leaving 
Life: Seeking a Good Death” 1997
n New York State Associated Press Association: First Place, News-Presentation, “Domestic 
Violence Series,” 1996
n Society of News Design: Award of Excellence: Redesign — Business section, 1994
n Society of News Design: Silver Award: Breaking News, Hurricane Hugo, 1989-90
n Society of News Design: Award of Excellence: Art & Illustration, “AIDS: Documenting 
Death’s Embrace,” 1987-88

Mystery solved in N.Y. Daily News’ misidentification of two men as Dannemora escapees 
Richard Matt and David Sweat in leaked cam photo, Times Union, Perspective section (Aug. 
2, 2015)

“Russia Today misuses Reuters’ cleft surgery photo to illustrate penis transplant story in South 
Africa,” Timesunion.com (June 16, 2015)

“Documentary photojournalism misused as ‘cannibal’ pictures for faux news stories,” 
Timesunion.com (June 12, 2015)

“AP photo is off by 6 years and 550 miles in contextual misuse by Ukraine Investigation site,”
Timesunion.com (June 5, 2015)

“Reuters pistol pic is a misfire in The Daily Beast’s Ukrainian conflict story,” Timesunion.com 
(May 28, 2015)

“Renegade misuse of stock photo by N.Y. Daily News creates classroom from Hell,” 
Timesunion.com (April 2, 2015)

“Contextual misrepresentation tags celebrity Philippe Genion in revoked WPP prize-winning 
photos,” Timesunion.com (March 13, 2015) 

“Still waiting for evidence of the Russian 32-tank blitz in eastern Ukraine,” Timesunion.com 
(Feb. 20, 2015) 



“X-rated news story meets X factor analysis,” Timesunion.com (Feb. 5, 2015)

“The Romney reunion that wasn’t,” Timesunion.com (Feb. 5, 2015)

“Commentary: Crimeans confront their future — Heritage, cultural makeup weigh heavily in 
decisive referendum,” Times Union, Perspective section (March 16, 2014)

“A guest in Crimea: More than a decade after the Soviet breakup, the peninsula is buoyed by 
faith and hope,” Times Union, Travel section (April 18, 2004)

AJRL 363 Visual Culture 
(Fall 2014, Spring 2015, Fall 2015)
n  Integrated the optics of journalism into this sociologically-biased course. Emphasized the 
development of news judgment based on visual literacy (deconstuctive practice and critical 
analysis) in a rapidly changing multimedia culture. This includes, but is not limited to, video 
gaming, movies, online content dissemination by PC and mobile platforms, advertising, 
television, graphic novels and alternative story forms. Students also acquire analytical skills 
to identify and to counter surreptitious media manipulations from public relations firms and 
political machinery. Furthermore, students learn how journalism will thrive, in part, through 
the assertive cultivation of new audiences – created by today’s visual culture.

AJRL 390, Digital Media Workshop I: Online Publishing
(Fall 2011, Fall 2012, Spring 2013,  Spring 2014, Fall 2014, Spring 2015, Fall 2015)
n  Reshaped the program’s foundation digital media course to reflect the most up-to-date 
online journalism practices in multimedia newsrooms. This includes a signficant emphasis 
on photography, videography and branding strategies for journalists. About 25 percent of the 
course content is updated each semester, depending on industry changes. Journalism principles 
are integrated with new disemination techniques — not compromised.

AJRL 392, Digital Media Workshop II: Desk-Top Publishing
(Spring 2008, Spring 2009, Spring 2011, Spring 2012, Fall 2013, Fall 2014,  
Spring 2015, Fall 2015)
n  Transformed the program’s outdated print design course into a multiplatform workshop 
that includes mobile UX design, visual design theory and editing. This production-oriented 
course now includes a signficant emphasis on photography and videography. Course content is 
updated each semester, reflecting industry changes. 

AJRL 490Z, Digital Media Workshop III: Digital Publication
(Fall 2010) 
n  Began the overhaul of this outdated E-zine workshop. Students now execute advanced 
journalism projects on a range of online platforms. This course extends the practical and 
theoretical training of AJRL 390 and 392.

n  “Beyond Informational Graphics,” Electronic Media Arts and Communication 
program, Professor Pual Miyamoto, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Dec.1, 2003

University
at Albany
course  
teaching

Lectures



n  “Information Architecture,” Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts, April 2009
n  “Information Design and the Transformation from Print to Web,”
Electronic Media Arts and Communication program, Professor Pual Miyamoto, 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Oct. 21, 2010
n  “Informational Graphics: Maps, diagrams for News Projects,” Electronic Media 
Arts and Communication program, Professor Pual Miyamoto, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, Nov. 17, 2011

Migration of digital-based journalism workshop classes into an Apple Mac lab
n  Identified needs for the Journalism Program to provide enhanced multimedia 
training to students, based on journalism industry demands.
n  Evaluated an underutilized LC classroom equipped with large-screen Apple iMacs.
n  Developed a proposal for Journalism Program Director Dr. Nancy Roberts to 
migrate journalism courses to this classroom – complete with cost estimates for 
multimedia software upgrades.  
n  Gained support from the Dean’s Office which has resulted in a plan to migrate 
certain journalism courses to this LC classroom in tiered phases.

Injection of multimedia emphasis in AJRL 200-201 courses:
n  Ongoing collaboration with journalism faculty members to develop assignment 
concepts for multimedia storytelling earlier in the Journalism Program’s course 
sequence. 

Digital Media Course Descriptions in the Journalism Program
n  Revised several digital media course descriptions to reflect current methods and 
technologies as practiced in the journalism industry.

Albany Student Press
n  Directed journalism students in AJRL 392 (spring 2015) to conduct the first 
systematic and comprehensive visual redesign of the Albany Student Press in its 
history. Four teams developed prototypes based on the following criteria:

—To represent the editorial design principles learned in AJRL 392. 
This included: photojournalism as the foundation for design, visual and 
typographic hierarchy, color theory, grid-based structure for consistency.
— To create a nameplate and design branding philosophy that connects 
readers with the essence of the University at Albany campus community. 
This included: design elements related to the mood, movement and 
architecture around campus.
— To identify new revenue, funding sources in addition to existing 
advertising sales.
— To identify crossover online content opportunities (print to Web, Web to 
print).
— To consider the diversity of the student body’s readership habits — 
especially those from the New York metro region.

Services
to program 
as digital 
media 
lecturer



n  Acting as an unofficial, on-call resource for mentoring the professional growth 
of newsroom staff, including photojournalism, news judgment, copy editing, visual 
design, printing and advertisement strategies.
n  Supporting the expansion of journalism design strategies through prototype 
development — executed by students currently enrolled in AJRL 392. 

William Kennedy Chapbook
n  Developed a chapbook design concept to commemorate William Kennedy’s remarks 
about the 40th anniversary of the Journalism Program for print and online.
n  Selected the contemporary-styled Bodoni display and text typography; designed the 
cover and inside pages.
n  Participated in the selection of the printing company and the paper to ensure the 
quality and the essence of the chapbook reading experience.
n  Digitally restored archival photographs that had been damaged.
n  Edited and proofread at each stage of the design and production process.

Published an exclusive media criticism blog concept – the Picture Prosecutor http://
blog.timesunion.com/pictureprosecutor/
n  “Prosecutes” the contextual misuse of photojournalism in online publishing, based 
on “case studies” about violators. These include news aggregation sites.
n  Adaptable for classroom presentations and discussions concerning media ethics and 
the future of photojournalism in online publishing.
n  Introduces paradigms for analysis, including semiotic models.
n  Featured by journalism media critic, Jim Romenesko, on http://romenesko.com. 

Participation with the Society of Professional Journalists
n  Conducted the Smartphone Workshop for Journalists on March 24, 2015.
n  Taught compositional strategies.
n  Demonstrated numerous in-phone editing apps.
n  Introduced low-cost accessories for extending the multimedia capabilities of 
reporters in the field.

Participation with Student Open Houses, Events:
n  Represented the Journalism Program’s courses and career opportunities for the 
Academic Overview Section for incoming undergraduate students. April 12-13, 2015.
n  Represented the Journalism Program’s courses and career opportunities for 
prospective undergraduate students. Oct. 15, 2016.


