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MARILYN A. MASSON 
 

Dept. of Anthropology, The University at Albany ‒ SUNY 
Arts and Sciences 237, 

Albany, New York 12222 
email: mmasson@albany.edu 

 
EDUCATION 

 
1993 Ph.D., Anthropology, The University of Texas at Austin 
1989 Master of Science, Anthropology, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee 
1982     Bachelor of Arts, Anthropology, Texas A&M University 
 
 

PH.D. 
DISSERTATION 

1993  Changes in Maya Community Organization from the 
Classic to Postclassic Periods:  A View from Laguna de On, 
Belize.  

 
M.S. THESIS 

 

 
1989  Lithic Production Changes in Late Classic Maya 
Workshops at Colha, Belize: A Study of Debitage Variation.   
 

AREAS OF 
SPECIALIZATION 

 

Ancient urbanism, political economy, and religion, ethnohistory 
& archaeology, household archaeology, zooarchaeology, stone 
tool analysis, Mesoamerica 
 

ACADEMIC 
APPOINTMENTS 
(since 1995) 

2021 (Fall)-2024 (Spring) Chair, Dept. of Anthropology, UAlbany 
SUNY 
2012 ‒ present Professor, Dept. of Anthropology UAlbany SUNY 
2002-2012 Associate Professor, Dept. of Anthropology UAlbany-
SUNY 
1996-2002  Assistant Professor, Dept. of Anthropology, 
UAlbany-SUNY 
1995-1996 Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of 
Anthropology, Pacific 
                     Lutheran University, Tacoma, Washington 
1993-1994 Instructor, Dept. of Anthropology, University of 
Texas at San Antonio 
 

RESEARCH 
PROJECTS 
(since 1994) 

 

2018 ‒present Maya Life in Early Colonial Yucatan Project, (co-
directed with Carlos Peraza Lope, sites of Yacman & Hunacti, 
Mexico 
 
2017-present Underground Railroad Archaeology Project 
(URAP), Albany, NY (Co-directed with Michael Lucas and Matt 
Kirk) 
 
2001- present  Principal Investigator, The Economic 
Foundations of Mayapan Project, Yucatan, Mexico, now 
renamed Agrarian Foundations of Urban Life in Northwest Yucatan Project 
(Co-directed with Carlos Peraza Lope & Timothy S. Hare) 
 
1996- 2003  Principal Investigator, Belize Postclassic Project, 
Belize  
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1994-1995 Co-Principal Investigator, Project Manager, 
Wilson-Leonard 

Site Paleoindian Research Project. Texas Archeological 
Research Laboratory, University of Texas at Austin. 
 
 
 
 

 
GRANTS  
(external) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PI, NSF GRANTS (4): 
2014 Agrarian Foundations of Urban Life at Mayapan Project. 
NSF-BCS 1406233. 
 
2008 Wealth, Occupational Specialization, and Social Class at the 
Ancient City of Mayapan, NSF-BCS-0742128. 
 
2002 The Economic Foundations of Mayapan, NSF-BCS-0109426. 
 
1996 Dzuluinicob Province Survey of the Belize Postclassic 
Project. NSF  
 
CO-PI, NSF GRANT (1): 
2012 Mayapan LiDar Project, NSF-BCS-1144511. 
 
PI, NSF doctoral dissertation improvement grants (5): 
2008-2014 (Co-PI/UAlbany graduate students): Caroline Antonelli 
(2014), Jared Latimer (2011), Jason Paling (2009). Jerry Ek (2008), 
Elizabeth Paris (2008) 
 
PI, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC GRANTS (2): 
2018“Maya Life in Early Colonial Yucatan”National Geographic. 
 
2009 Nodes of Power in the Urban Landscape of the Postclassic 
Maya Capital City of Mayapan, NGS, #8598-08. 
 
PI, FAMSI  Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican 
Studies (4)  
2005 Isotopic Analysis of Mayapan burials. 
2001 Economic Foundations of Mayapan Project 
1999 AMS dates from Caye Coco, Belize 
1996 The Belize Postclassic Project.  
 
PI, Center for Field Research Earthwatch 
1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 Belize Postclassic Project ($22,000-
$32,000 per year) 
 
OTHER: 
1995 Fulbright Fellowship (El Salvador) - DECLINED to accept 
SUNY teaching post. 
1996 Richard Carley Hunt Postdoctoral Fellowship, Wenner Gren 
Foundation. 
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HONORS 2006 Faculty Mentor Award, UAlbany Graduate Student 
Organization 
2003  Chancellors Award for Teaching Excellence (State 
University of New York) 
2002  Presidents Award for Teaching Excellence (UAlbany-SUNY) 
 

 
 
GRANTS 
(internal, since 
1996) 
 
GRANTS 
(internal, since 
1996, ctd. 
 

College of Arts & Sciences (CAS) UAlbany FRAP B grants: 
 
2013 Ritual Violence and Collapse at Mayapan ($4000) 
2010 Mayapan Archaeology Dissemination Project ($4000).  
2006 Ethnogenesis in the Maya Highlands Project ($10,000)  
2004 Kukulkans Realm Book Project - $3,088 
1997 The Chronology of the Maya Postclassic in Belize, ($3500). 
 
ANTHROPOLOGY FRAP and UNITED UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSIONS grants: 
 
2003  Anthro-FRAP Mayapan Archival Database Project  $2700. 
2001 UUP Individual Development Grant Award, $918, Economic 
Foundations of Mayapan Project 
2000 Anthro-FRAP, Mayapan Project Planning Trip, June 2000, 
$750. 
1999 Anthro-FRAP, $1000 for bone chemistry study, Postclassic 
Maya skeletal remains 
 
CONFERENCE GRANTS 
2019 Conversations in the Disciplines grant, SUNY Central 
Provost Office, for Methods and Models of Undergraduate 
Research Across the Disciplines, UAlbany campus, Nov. 2019. 
 
2008 CAS Conference grant, Institute for Mesoamerican Studies 
30th Anniversary Weekend ($1000), UAlbany Research Office 
Conference Grant (same event, $2000), UAS Conference Grant 
($600), Times Union ( $500), UAlbany campus, April 2008. 
 

BOOKS Current project: McAnany, Patricia and Marilyn Masson (editors) 
The Faces of Rulership in the Maya Region, book from conference 
organized by the editors for the  Dumbarton Oaks Pre-Columbian 
Library and Research Center, Washington, D.C. March 26-28, 
2021. For 2023 publication.  
 
2021 Masson, Marilyn A., Timothy S. Hare, Carlos Peraza Lope, 
and Bradley Russell, editors   Settlement, Economy, and Society 
at Mayapan, Yucatan, Mexico. University of Pittsburg, Memoirs in 
Latin American Archaeology No. 27.  (Bilingual English/Spanish). 
(July 2021) 
 
Marilyn Masson, David Freidel, and Arthur Demarest (editors)  
2020 The Real Business of Ancient Maya Exchange: From 
Farmersʼ Fields to Rulersʼ Realms. University Press of Florida, 
Gainesville. 
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2014 Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope   Kukulcans 
Realm: Urban Life at Ancient Mayapan. University Press of 
Colorado, Boulder. 
 
2002 Masson, Marilyn A. and David A. Freidel, editors   Ancient 
Maya Political Economies. Altamira Press, Walnut Creek, 
California. 
 
2000 Masson, Marilyn A.  In the Realm of Nachan Kan: 
Postclassic Maya Archaeology at Laguna de On, Belize. University 
Press of Colorado, Boulder. 
 
2000 Smith, Michael E. and Marilyn A. Masson, editors   Ancient 
Civilizations of Mesoamerica: A Reader. Blackwell Press, Malden.  
 
 

FILM 
PROJECT 

Mayapan: The Last Capital City of the Maya, directed by Sarah 
Taylor and Marilyn Masson, produced by Sarah Taylor and Sloan 
Tash, FRAP A UALBANY grant supported film, 30 minutes. 
Available for free online: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YCp-
WqrwuXY 

 
JOURNAL 
ARTICLES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted (in Sept. 2021) Douglas J. Kennett,, Marilyn 
Masson, Carlos Peraza Lope, Stanley Serafin, Richard J. 
George, Thomas Spencer, Julie Hoggarth, Brendan J. Culleton, 
Thomas Harper, Keith M. Prufer, Susan Milbrath, Bradley 
Russell, Eunice Uc González, Weston C. McCool, Valorie V. 
Aquino, Jason H. Curtis, Norbert Marwan, Mingua Zhang, Stacy 
A. Carolin, Daniel H. James, Andrew Mason, Gideon Henderson, 
Mark Brenner, James U.L. Baldini, Sebastian F. M. Breitenbach, 
David A. Hodell, title: Drought-Induced Civil Conflict Among the 
Ancient Maya Nature.  
 
Hutson, Scott, Timothy S. Hare, Travis W. Stanton, Marilyn A. 
Masson, Nicolas C. Barth, Traci Arden, and Aline Magnoni 2021 
A Space of Oneʼs Own: Houselot Size among the Ancient Maya. 
Journal of Anthropological Archaeology. 64 (2021) 100362 
(online first) https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jaa.2021.101362 
 
Peraza, Carlos Peraza Lope, Marilyn A. Masson, Wilberth Cruz 
Alvarado, and Timothy S. Hare 2021 The Gradual Change of 
Early Colonial Era Maya Ceramics in Northern Yucatan. 
Historical Archaeology 56(1), online first, 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s41636-021-00308-1 
  
Stanley Serafin, Marilyn A. Masson, Carlos Peraza Lope, and 
Douglas J. Kennett 2021 Social Identity and Dental 
Modification at the Postclassic Maya Urban Center of 
Mayapan. Cambridge Archaeological Journal. First View, pp. 1 ‒ 
19. June 29 2021 DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0959774321000342 
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JOURNAL 
ARTICLES  
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masson, Marilyn A., Bradley W. Russell, Stanley Serafin, and 
Carlos Peraza Lope 2021 Hybridity and Mortuary Patterns at 
the Colonial Maya Visita Settlement of Yacman, Mexico. 
International Journal of Historical Archaeology (published first 
online Jan. 2021). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10761-020-00581-5 
 
Rosenswig, Robert M., Margaret L. Briggs, and Marilyn A. 
Masson 2020 Burying the Dead during the Maya Postclassic 
Period: Saxe, Binford, and Goldsteinʼs continued relevance to 
mortuary analysis. Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 
58:22 pages DOI: 10.1016/j.jaa.2020.101147 
 
Paris, Elizabeth, Carlos Peraza, Marilyn Masson, Pedro 
Delgado, Bárbara Escamilla 2018 The organization of stingless 
beekeeping (Meliponiculture) at Mayapán, Yucatan, Mexico. 
Journal of Anthropological Archaeology 52:1-22.  
 
Paris, Elizabeth, Stanley Serafin, Marilyn Masson, Carlos 
Peraza, Cuauhtemoc Vidal-Guzman, Bradley Russell 2017 
Violence, Desecretation, and Urban Collapse at the Postclassic 
Maya Political Capital of Mayapan. Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology 48:63-86. 
 
Freidel, David A., Marilyn A. Masson, and Michelle Rich 2017 
Imagining a Complex Maya Political Economy: Counting Tokens 
and Currencies in Image, Text, and the Archaeological Record. 
Cambridge Archaeological Journal 27:29-54. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2017 Comments on Hoggarth, Julie A., 
Matthew Restall, James W. Wood, and Dougglas J. Kennett, 
“Drought and its demographic effects in the Maya lowlands.” 
Current Anthropology 58(1). (not peer reviewed)  
 
Jiménez-Cano, Nayeli G. and Marilyn A. Masson 2016 
Estimation of fish size from archaeological bones of hardhead 
catfishes (Ariopsis felis): Assessing pre-Hispanic fish 
acquisition of two Mayan sites. Journal of Archaeological 
Science 8:116-120. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A., Timothy S. Hare, Carlos Peraza Lope, 
Bárbara C. Escamilla Ojeda, Elizabeth Paris, Betsy Kohut, 
Bradley W. Russell, and Wilberth Cruz Alvarado 2016 
Household Craft Production in the Prehispanic Urban Setting 
of Mayapán, Yucatan, Mexico. Journal of Archaeological 
Research. 24:1-46.  
 
Hoggarth, Julie A., Sebastian F.M. Breitenbach, Brendan J. 
Culleton, Claire E. Ebert, Marilyn A. Masson, Douglas J. 
Kennett 2015 The Political Collapse of Chichén Itzá in climatic 
and cultural context. Global and Planetary Change 138:25-32. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloplacha.2015.12.007. 
 
Hare, Timothy S., Marilyn A. Masson, and Bradley W.  Russell 
2014 High-Density LiDAR Mapping of the Ancient City of 
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JOURNAL 
ARTICLES  
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mayapán. Remote Sensing 2014(6):9064-9085. 
doi:10.3390/rs6099064. 
 
Rosenswig, Robert M., Deborah M. Pearsall, Marilyn A. 
Masson, Brendan J. Culleton, and Douglas J. Kennett 2014 
Archaic period settlement and subsistence in the Maya 
lowlands: New starch grain and lithic data from Freshwater 
Creek, Belize. Journal of Archaeological Science 41:308-321. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2013 Comments on Rice, Prudence M. 
“Texts and the Cities: Modeling Maya Political Organization.” 
Current Anthropology 54(6):707. (Invited commentary, not peer 
reviewed) 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2012 Maya Collapse Cycles. Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences 109:18237-18238. (Invited 
commentary, not reviewed) 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and David A. Freidel 2012 An Argument for 
Classic Era Maya Market Exchange. Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology 31:455-484. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2008 Animal Use 
at Mayapan. Quaternary International. 191:170-183. 
 
Marilyn A. Masson and Carlos Peraza Lope 2007 
Kukulkan/Quetzalcoatl, Death God, and Creation Mythology of 
Burial Shaft Temples at Mayapán. Mexicon XXIX (3):77-85. 
 
Peraza Lope, Carlos, Marilyn A. Masson, Timothy S. Hare, and 
Pedro Candelario Delgado Kú  2006 The Late Postclassic 
Chronology of Mayapán: New Radiocarbon Evidence. Ancient 
Mesoamerica 17:153-176. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Robert M. Rosenswig 2005 Production 
Characteristics of Postclassic Maya Pottery from Caye Coco, 
Northern Belize Latin American Antiquity 16:355-384. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2001 Changing Patterns of Ceramic 
Stylistic Diversity in the Pre-Hispanic Maya Lowlands. Acta 
Archaeologica 72:159-188.  
 
Robert M. Rosenswig and Marilyn A. Masson 2002 Postclassic 
Maya Monumental Architecture from Caye Coco, Northern 
Belize. Ancient Mesoamerica 13:1-23.  
 
C. Britt Bousman, Michael B. Collins, Paul Goldberg, Thomas 
Stafford, Jan Guy, Barry W. Baker, D. Gentry Steele, Marvin 
Kay, Glen Fredlund, Phil Dering, Susan Dial, Vance Holliday, 
Diane Wilson, Paul Takac, Robin Balinsky, Marilyn Masson, 
and Joseph F. Powell 2002 The Paleo-Indian Archaic transition 
in North America: New Evidence from Texas. Antiquity 76:980-
990. 
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JOURNAL 
ARTICLES  
(continued) 

Masson, Marilyn A. 2001 The Economic Organization of Late 
and Terminal Classic Period Maya Stone Tool Craft Specialist 
Workshops at Colha, Belize. Lithic Technology 26:29-49.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2001 El Sobrenatural Cocijo y Poder de 
Linaje en La Antigua Sociedad Zapoteca. Mesoamerica 41:1-
30.   
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Henry Chaya 2000 Obsidian Trade 
Connections at the Postclassic Maya Site of Laguna de On, 
Belize. Lithic Technology 25:135-144.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1999  Postclassic Maya Communities at 
Progresso Lagoon and Laguna Seca, Northern Belize. Journal 
of Field Archaeology 25:285-306.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1999  Postclassic Maya Ritual at Laguna de 
On Island, Belize. Ancient Mesoamerica 10:51-68. 
  
Masson, Marilyn A. 1999 The Manipulation of “Staple” and 
“Status” Faunas at Postclassic Maya Communities.  World 
Archaeology 31:93-120.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Heather Orr 1998 The Genealogy and 
Geography of Zapotec Polities in the Valley of Oaxaca from 
A.D. 500-800:  An Experimental Epigraphic Reconstruction 
Mexicon XX(Nr.1):10-16.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Robert M. Rosenswig 1998 Postclassic 
Monumental Center Discovered at Caye Coco, Belize. Mexicon 
XX(1):4-5. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1997 Cultural Transformation at the Maya 
Postclassic Community of Laguna de On, Belize. Latin 
American Antiquity 8:1-26.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1995 Understanding the Stratigraphic 
Context of the Maya Postclassic. Geoarchaeology 10:389-404.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1988 Shell Celt Morphology and Breakage 
Patterns:  An Analogy to Lithic Research. The Florida 
Anthropologist 41(3):322-335.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A., Robert S. Carr, and Debra S. Goldman 
1988 The Taylor's Head Site (8BD74):  Sampling a Prehistoric 
Midden on an Everglades Tree Island. The Florida 
Anthropologist 41(3):336-350.  
 
Carr, Robert S., David Dickel, and Marilyn Masson 1995 
Archaeological Investigations at the Ortona Earthworks and 
Mounds. The Florida Anthropologist 48(4):227-263.  
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Carr, Robert S., Marilyn A. Masson and Willard Steele 1989 
Archaeological Investigations at the Okeechobee Battlefield.  
The Florida Anthropologist 42(3):205-236.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1996 Interactive Exhibit of Maya 
Archaeology in San Estevan, Belize. Anthropology Newsletter 
(American Anthropological Association), November. NOT 
PEER-REVIEWED 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Michael B. Collins 1995 The Wilson-
Leonard Site (41WM235).CRM News and Views (Texas 
Historical Commision Newletter). January 1995, pp. 6-10. NOT 
PEER-REVIEWED 

 
BOOK  
REVIEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOOK  
REVIEWS 

 
2020 Review of Colonial and Postcolonial Change in 
Mesoamerica: Archaeology as Historical Anthropology, edited 
by Rani Alexander and Susan Kepecs, for Journal of 
Anthropological Research 76(1):146-147. 
 
2010 Review of Ancestral Maya Economies, by Patricia 
McAnany, for Journal of Anthropological Research 67(3). 
 
2009 Reviewer and consulting expert for The Core Knowledge 
Foundation (educational materials on ancient Maya in 
development for public schools). 
 
2009 Review of the Political Economy of Mesoamerica, edited 
by Vernon Scarborough and John E. Clark. Journal of Latin and 
Caribbean Studies 14:246-248. 
 
2007 Review of Elizabeth Brumfiel, editor La Producción y el 
Poder Local en el Xaltocan Posclásico/Production and Power 
at Postclassic Xaltocan. Mexico, D.F.: Instituto Nacional de 
Antropología e Historia and Pittsburgh: Latin American 
Archaeology Publications, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Pittsburgh, 2005. For Journal of Field Archaeology 
32(2):216-218. 
 
2006 Review of The Postclassic to Spanish-Era Transition in 
Mesoamerica: Archaeological Perspectives, edited by Susan 
Kepecs and Rani T. Alexander (University of New Mexico 
Press). Journal of Anthropological Research 62(4):567-569. 
 
2007 Review of Human Sacrifice, Militarism, and Rulership: 
Materialization of State Ideology at the Feathered Serpent 
Pyramid, Teotihuacan, by Saburo Sugiyama. Cambridge 
University Press. Bulletin of Latin American Research 26:292-
293. 
 
2005 Review of Maya Political Science, by Prudence M. Rice 
(University of Texas Press). Latin American Antiquity 16:475-
478. 
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2005 Review of Mesoamerican Archaeology: Theory and 
Practice, edited by Julia A. Hendon and Rosemary A. Joyce 
(Blackwell). Bulletin of Latin American Research 24:266-267. 
 
2004 Review of Hearts of Creation, edited by Andrea Stone, 
American Anthropologist 106: 636-637. 
 
2002 Review of Cultural Evolution: Contemporary Viewpoints 
(edited by Gary M.Feinman and Linda Manzanilla) Journal of 
the Royal Anthropological Institute 8:776-777.  
 
2002 Review of Royal Courts of the Ancient Maya, Vol. 1 
(edited by Takeshi Inomata and Stephen D. Houston) 
Ethnohistory 49:456-458. 
 
1999 Book review of The Madrid Codex (edited by Victoria 
Bricker), Latin American Antiquity 10:319-320. 
 
2001 Book review of Sociocultural Evolution (by Bruce Trigger), 
Latin American Antiquity 12:120-122. 

 
 
CONTRIBUTED 
CHAPTERS 
 
(peer reviewed 
unless otherwise 
indicated) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Hare, Timothy S. and Marilyn A. Masson Walking through the 
Urban Maze of Mayapan. (in review, submitted 9/20) In 
Building an Archaeology of Maya Urbanism: Flexibility and 
Planning in the American Tropics, eds. Damien Marken, 
Charlotte Arnauld. University Press of Colorado.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2021 The “Othering” of Maya Political 
Economies. In Urban Commerce in the Ancient Americas, 
edited by Elizabeth Paris. Archaeological Papers of the 
American Anthropological Association, Volume 31 (in press, 
publication in July 2021, https://doi.org/10.1111/apaa.12147).  
Masson, Marilyn A. 2021 Resiliency and Cultural 
Reconstitution of the Postclassic Mayapan Confederacy and 
its Aftermath. In Mesoamerican Archaeology (2nd edition), 
edited by Julia Hendon, Rosemary Joyce, and Lisa Overholtzer, 
pp. 278-314. Wiley-Blackwell, Hoboken, NJ.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2020 The Structures of Everyday Life in 
the Postclassic Urban Setting of Mayapan. In The Maya World, 
edited by Scott Hutson, Traci Ardren, pp. 794-812. CRC 
Press/Routledge.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A., Timothy S. Hare, Bradley W. Russell, and 
Carlos Peraza Lope 2020 Faunal Foods as Indices of 
Commoner Wealth (or Poverty) in Rural versus Urban 
Houselots of the Terminal Classic and Postclassic in 
Northwest Yucatán. In Her Cup for Sweet Cacao: The Social 
Uses of Food in Ancient Maya Society, edited by Traci Ardren, 
297-333. Univ. of Texas Press 
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CONTRIBUTED 
CHAPTERS 
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masson, Marilyn A., Carlos Peraza Lope, Wilberth Cruz 
Alvarado, and Susan Milbrath 2020. Effigy Censer Smashing 
and Termination Rituals at a Mayapan Ceremonial Group. In A 
Forest of History: The Maya after the Emergence of Divine 
Kingship, edited by T. Stanton and M. K. Brown, pp. 204-235. 
University of Colorado Press. 
Masson, Marilyn A., Carlos Peraza Lope, Timothy S. Hare, 
Bradley W. Russell, Pedro Delgado Kú, Bárbara Escamilla 
Ojeda, and Luis Flores Cobá 2020 Rural Economies of Agrarian 
Houselots before and after the Rise of Urban Mayapán In The 
Real Business of Maya Exchange, edited by M. Masson, D. 
Freidel, A. Demarest, pp. 77-97. Univ. Press of Florida, 
Gainesville. 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2020 Conclusion: The Ties that Bind In The 
Real Business of Maya Exchange, edited by M. Masson, D. 
Freidel, A. Demarest, pp. 464-484. Univ. Press of Florida, 
Gainesville. 
 
Marilyn A. Masson and Carlos Peraza Lope 2021 Introduction. 
In Settlement, Economy, and Society at Mayapan, Yucatan, 
Mexico,edited by Masson, T. Hare, C. Peraza, B. Russell. 
Center for Comparative Archaeology, University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh.  
 
Bair, Daniel A..Richard E. Terry, Timothy S. Hare, Bruce H. 
Dahlin, Carmen Lopez Grayson, Joshua J. Steffen, and Marilyn 
A. Masson 2021 Geological Signatures of a Postclassic 
Marketplace and Selected Houselots at Mayapán In 
Settlement, Economy, and Society at Mayapan, Yucatan, 
Mexico edited by Masson, T. Hare, C. Peraza, B. Russell, pp. 
91-117. Center for Comparative Archaeology, University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh. 
 
Pedro C. Delgado Kú, Bárbara del C. Escamilla Ojeda, Marilyn 
A. Masson, Carlos Peraza Lope, and Douglas J. Kennett 2021 
Household Archaeology Within and Outside of Mayapánʼs 
Monumental Center ‒In Settlement, Economy, and Society , at 
Mayapan, Yucatan, Mexico, edited by Masson, T. Hare, C. 
Peraza, B. Russell, pp. 119-154. Center for Comparative 
Archaeology, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh.  
 
Pedro C. Delgado Kú, Carlos Peraza Lope, Marilyn A. Masson, 
Bárbara del C. Escamilla Ojeda, Wilberth A. Cruz Alvarado, and 
Bradley W. Russell 2021 Architecture and Sculptures of a 
Colonnaded Hall and Temple at the Itzmal Chʼen Group, 
Mayapán ‒In Settlement, Economy, and Society, at Mayapan, 
Yucatan, Mexico, edited by Masson, T. Hare, C. Peraza, B. 
Russell, pp. 155-183. Center for Comparative Archaeology, 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh. 
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CONTRIBUTED 
CHAPTERS 
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carlos Peraza Lope, Marilyn A. Masson, Timothy S. Hare, 
Wilberth A. Cruz Alvarado, and Luis Flores Cobá 2021 Pottery 
Assemblage Variation at Mayapán Residences ‒In Settlement, 
Economy & Society at Mayapan, Yucatan, Mexico, edited by 
Masson, T. Hare, C. Peraza, B. Russell, pp. 223-254.  Center 
for Comparative Archaeology, University of Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh. 
 
Marilyn A. Masson, Bárbara C. Escamilla Ojeda, and Carlos 
Peraza Lope 2021 Stone Tools of Chert and Chalcedony at 
Mayapán - In Settlement, Economy, and Society at Mayapan, 
Yucatan, Mexico, edited by Masson, T. Hare, C. Peraza, B. 
Russell, pp. 375-410. Center for Comparative Archaeology, 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh. 
 
Carlos Peraza Lope and Marilyn Masson Conclusion ‒2021 In 
Settlement, Economy, and Society at Mayapan, Yucatan, 
Mexico, edited by Masson, T. Hare, C. Peraza, B. Russell, pp. 
421-430. Center for Comparative Archaeology, University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh.  
 
Stanley Serafin, Marilyn M. Masson, Bradley W. Russell, 
Miguel A. Delgado Kú, Pedro C. Delgado Kú, and Douglas J. 
Kennett 2021 Appendix C: The PEMY Burials - In Settlement, 
Economy, and Society at Mayapan, Yucatan, Mexico, edited by 
Masson, T. Hare, C. Peraza, B. Russell. Center for Comparative 
Archaeology, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh. 
 
Kennett, Douglas J., Marilyn A. Masson, Stanley Serafin, 
Brendan J. Culleton, and Carlos Peraza Lope 2015 War and 
Food Production at the Postclassic Maya City of Mayapán. In 
The Archaeology of Food and Warfare: Food Insecurity in 
Prehistory, edited by Amber M. VanDerwarker and Gregory D. 
Wilson, pp. 161-192. Springer, New York.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2014 La Ciudad y 
Estado de Mayapán. In Historia General de Yucatán: La 
Civilización Yucateca Maya 1, edited by Sergio Quezada, 
Fernando Robles Castellanos, and Anthony P. Andrews, pp. 
341-358. Ediciones de la Universidad Autónoma de Yucatan. 
Mérida. (not peer reviewed) 
 
Carlos Peraza Lope and Marilyn A. Masson 2014 La Transición 
de Chichén Itzá-Mayapán. In Historia General de Yucatán, La 
Civilización Yucateca Maya 1, edited by Sergio Quezada, 
Fernando Robles Castellanos, and Anthony P. Andrews, pp. 
301-308. Ediciones de la Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán. 
Mérida. (not peer reviewed) 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2015 Mayapan. Encyclopedia of the 
Ancient Maya, edited by Walter R.T. Witschey. Rowman and 
Littlefield, Latham, MD. (not peer reviewed) 
 



 12 

 
 
CONTRIBUTED 
CHAPTERS 
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masson, Marilyn A. and David A. Freidel 2013 Wide Open 
Spaces: A Long View of the Importance of Maya Market 
Exchange. In Merchants, Trade, and Exchange in the Pre-
Columbian World, ed. by Kenneth Hirth & Joanne Pillsbury, pp. 
201-228. Dumbarton Oaks, Washington D.C. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2013 The 
Distribution and Diversity of Faunal Exploitation at Mayapan: 
From Temple to Houselot. In The Archaeology of 
Mesoamerican Animals, edited by Christopher M. Götz and 
Kitty F. Emery, pp. 233-280. Archaeobiology Series, Lockwood 
Press, Atlanta.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2012 Figurillas y 
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Arqueología, México, D.F. (not peer reviewed) 
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Arqueológicas en el Grupo Itzmal Chʼen de Mayapan, Yucatan. 
In Los Investigadores de la Cultura Maya 18, Tomo II, pp. 251-
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Shore of Progresso Lagoon. In Archaeological Investigations in 
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Sherilyne Jones and Christophe Helmke, pp. 223-230. (not 
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of Texas Press, Austin.  
 



 14 

CONTRIBUTED 
CHAPTERS 
(continued) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masson, Marilyn A. and Shirley Boteler Mock 2004 Maya 
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of California, Los Angeles.  
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Mesoamerican World, edited by Michael E. Smith and Frances 
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Historia, México, D.F.  Dept. of Anthropology, The University at 
Albany  SUNY, Albany, NY and Centro INAH Yucatan, Mérida. 
(1000 pages) 
 
2003 Proyecto Los Fundamentos del Poder Económico de 
Mayapán: Informe Preliminario de la Temporada 2002 para el 
Consejo de Arquelogía, Instituto Nacional de Antroplogía e 
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Management.. 
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the State of Florida Division of Archives,  History, and Records 
Management. 
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Masson, Marilyn A., Carlos Peraza Lope, Wilberth Cruz 
Alvarado, Pedro Delgado Kú, and Timothy S. Hare 2015 
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Vida Urbana en las Antiguas Ciudades Mayas, International 
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Masson, Marilyn A. 2012 Postclassic Maya Cycles of 
Apocalypse, Tenacity, and Recovery in Yucatan. University of 
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Masson, Marilyn A. 2012 The Prolonged Decline of Mayapan: 
Historical Cycles of Strength, Resiliency, and Strife. Society for 
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and Analysis of Ancient Manioc Cultivation at Ceren, El 
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27, in a symposium (organized by Patricia A. McAnany and 
Marilyn A. Masson) entitled: The Relevance of American 
Archaeology: Intellectual and Practice-based Contributions of 
Jeremy A. Sabloff 
 
Masson, Marilyn A., and Carlos Peraza Lope 2007 Craft 
Production, Social Identity, and the Economy of Mayapan. 
Presented at the Society for American Archaeology Meetings, 
Austin Texas, April 27 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2006 Evidence for 
Maya-Mexican Interaction in the Archaeological Record of 
Mayapan. Dumbarton Oaks Symposium entitled “Astronomers, 
Scribes, and Priests: Intellectual Interchange between the 
Northern Maya Lowlands and Highland Mexico in the Late 
Postclassic Period.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A., Carlos Peraza Lope, and Timothy S. Hare 
2006 The Political Economy and Spatial Organization of 
Mayapan. Penn State Urbanism conference, State College.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2006 Animal Use 
at Mayapan. International Conference on Archaeozoology, 
Mexico City, August 27.  
 
Peraza Lope, Carlos and Marilyn A. Masson 2006 La 
cronología de Mayapán. International Congress of 
Americanists, Sevilla, Spain, July 20. 
 
Marilyn A. Masson and Carlos Peraza Lope 2006 Figurines and 
Social Diversity at Mayapan. International Congress of 
Americanists, Sevilla, Spain, July 20. 
  
Masson, Marilyn A., Carlos Peraza Lope, and Timothy S. Hare 
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2006 The Political Economy of Mayapan. Society for American 
Archaeology Meetings, San Juan, Puerto Rico, April.Hare, 
Timothy S., Marilyn A.  
 
Masson, and Carlos Peraza Lope 2006 The Spatial and Social 
Organization of Mayapan. Society for American Archaeology 
Meetings, San Juan, Puerto Rico, April. In a symposium 
organized by Michael Smith and Marilyn Masson, “The Spatial 
and Social Organization of Mesoamerican Cities.”  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2004 Nuevas 
Investigaciones en Tres Unidades Residenciales Fuera del 
Área Monumental de Mayapán. Paper presented at the XIV 
Encuentro Internacional: Los Investigadores de la Cultura 
Maya, Campeche, México, November 12. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2004 Spatial 
Patterns of Effigy Censers and Sculptures at Mayapán. Poster 
presented at the American Anthropology Meetings, Atlanta, 
GA, December 16. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Carlos Peraza Lope 2004 A New Look 
at Household and Administrative Facilities at the Postclassic 
Maya City of Mayapán. Presented at the Society for American 
Archaeology Meetings, Montreal, Canada, April 1.  
 
Oland, Maxine H. and Marilyn A. Masson 2004 Late 
Postclassic-Colonial Period Maya Settlement on the West 
Shore of Progresso Lagoon. Presented at the 1st Annual 
Institute of Archaeology Conference, Belize City, Belize. July 6. 
 
Marilyn A. Masson, Maxine H. Oland, and Josalyn M. Ferguson 
2003 Late Maya Settlement at Progresso Lagoon: Terminal 
Classic through Colonial Periods. Presented at the 1st Annual 
Institute of Archaeology Conference, Belize City, Belize, July 5.  

 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Robert M. Rosenswig 2001 The 
Evolution of Postclassic Maya Pottery Traditions in Northern 
Belize. Presented at the 66th Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, April 22, 2001, New Orleans. 
 
Rosenswig, Robert M. and Marilyn A. Masson 2001 Political 
Organization and Architectural Patterns at the Postclassic 
Maya Site of Caye Coco, Belize. Presented at the 66th Annual 
Meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, April 22, 
2001, New Orleans. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 2000 Kukulkan Mythology and the 
Symbolic Integration of the Late Postclassic Maya Realm. 
Presented at the 99th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, November 16, 2000, San 
Francisco. 
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Masson, Marilyn A. 2000 Peripheral No More: Long Term 
Trends of Postclassic Maya Economic Growth and Social 
Change as Reflected in Household Assemblages of Northern 
Belize. Presented at the Annual Meeting of the Society for 
American Archaeology, Philadelphia. In a session organized by 
Marilyn Masson and David Freidel, “Ancient Maya Political 
Economies: Essays in Honor of William L. Rathje.” 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1999 The Chicanel and Payil States: 
Economic Centralization versus Kingship in the Late Formative 
and Late Postclassic Maya Lowlands. Paper presented in 
session listed above, Society for American Archaeology 
Meetings, Chicago. In a session organized by Marilyn Masson 
and Robert Rosenswig, “Sequences and Cycles of Cultural 
Evolution: Political and Economic Dynamics of Long Term 
Change.” 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1999 Historical Metaphors and Late 
Postclassic Maya Revivals at Mayapán. November 18, 1999, 
Chicago.  
 
West, Georgia and Marilyn A. Masson 1999 Temporal Trends 
in the Political Economy of Postclassic and Colonial Period 
Maya Settlements of the Freshwater Creek Drainage, Northern 
Belize. Society for American Archaeology Meetings, Chicago. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1999 The Sphere of Mayapán: Late 
Postclassic Cultural Organization of Yucatan from the 
Perspective of Northern Belize. Circulated at a conference 
entitled The Postclassic Mesoamerican World System, 
organized by Michael E. Smith and Frances Berdan (at 
Michigan State University, April 17-23, 1999), funded by the 
Wenner Gren Foundation. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Thomas W. Stafford 1998 Postclassic 
Stratigraphy and Chronology of Laguna de On Island. 
Presented at the Society for American Archaeology Meetings, 
Seattle, March 1998.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1998 Issues in Postclassic Settlement and 
the Survey of Laguna de On Shore. Presented at the Society 
for American Archaeology Meetings, Seattle, March 1998.  
 
Masson, Marilyn A., Robert M. Rosenswig, and Shirley B. Mock 
1998 Organizers of a session of papers entitled “A View from 
the Lagoons:  Regional Postclassic Maya Research in Northern 
Belize” presented at the Society for American Archaeology 
Meetings, Seattle, March 1998. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A.1999 Lineages from Heaven: Ancestors and 
Gods at Mayapán and Tulum. (invited speaker) The Maya 
Meetings at Texas, Austin, Texas, March 1999. 
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Masson, Marilyn A. 1998 Survivors of the Collapse: Affluent 
Postclassic Maya Island Village Sites in Northern Belize. 
(invited speaker) American Museum of Natural History, New 
York City, April 2, 1998. 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1997 Belizeʼs Island Maya: Village Social 
Transformations in the Aftermath of the Collapse of a 
Civilization. (invited speaker) Earthwatch Conference, October, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. and Robert M. Rosenswig 1997 Village 
Cacique Power in the Maya Postclassic:  Shrines, Cemeteries, 
and  Community Integration at the Lake of the Alligator Pear 
(Laguna de On), Belize.  Paper presented at the Society for 
American Archaeology Meetings, Nashville, TN, April 1997. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1996 Laguna de On the the Dzuluinicob 
Province:  Postclassic Organizational Matrices, presented in 
an organized session at the Society for American Archaeology, 
New Orleans, in session listed below. 
 
Masson, Marilyn A. 1996 Organizer, session at the Society for 
American Archaeology, New Orleans entitled “Surviving the 
Collapse: New Perspectives on the Maya Postclassic,” 
 

 
 
COURSES  
CURRENTLY 
TAUGHT 
AT UALBANY 
 

 
Grad seminars: Ethnohistory and Archaeology of the Maya 
Realm, Current Theories on the Ancient Maya, Archaeology of 
Social Identity, The Archaeology of Colonial Encounters, 
Zooarchaeology, Stone Tool Analysis, (some of these are 
offered as 400/500 level courses). 
 
Undergraduate: Aztec/Inca/Maya, Maya Art and Archaeology, 
Anthropology through Documentary Film, Archaeological Lab 
Methods, Archaeology Field School 

 
Doctoral 
Students 
(Committee 
Chair) 
 

 
Current: Holly (Neville) Maxwell, Brenna Chamberlain 
(current), Loretta Tucker, Eiryn Sheades, Caroline Antonelli 
 
Former:  
Josalyn Ferguson, Ph.D. May 2019,  
Sarah Heins (Ph.D, May 2017),  
Jason Paling Ph.D., May 2016,  
Jerald Ek (Ph.D. May 2015,  
Justin Lowry, Ph.D., Dec 2014 
Elizabeth Paris, Ph.D. May 2012 
Bradley W. Russell, Ph.D. May 2008,  
Miguel Astor Aguilera, Ph.D., May 2003 

 
 
MAstudents 
(Chair) 
 

 
 
Current: Stephanie Galdos 
 
Former: Cody Ng, Jessica Mehm, Kendra Farstad, Elizabeth 
France, Scott Speal, Georgia West, Coleen Popson, Jennifer 
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Wharton, Yuko Shiratori, Stephanie Sheldon (excludes current 
or graduated doctoral students listed above) 
 

Member of Ph.D. 
Committees 

Current (UAlbany): Heungtae Yang, Amanda Samuels, Ingrid 
Gauvin, Matthew Kirk, Antonio Martinez (current)  
 
 
 

UNDERGRADUATE 
MENTORSHIP 
(advisees, awards, 
honors) 

PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH  
2019 Marisa Barnes (Underground Railroad Archaeology 
Project) 
2018 Cody Ng (Underground Railroad Archaeology Project) 
2011 Cuauhtemoc Guzman, honorary mention (Mayapan 
taphonomy) 
 
EXCELLENCE IN ANTHROPOLOGY AWARD (UALBANY) 
2018 Shannon Ragone (Underground Railroad Archaeology 
Project) 
 
NSF REU GRANTS (SUPPLEMENTS TO MY GRANTS 
2014 Katarina Sperio (Mayapan artifact analysis) 
2015 Aleta Dellenbach (Mayapan artifact analysis) 
2009 Cuauhtemoc Vidal-Guzman (Mayapan bone taphonomy) 
2008 Karime Gazdik (Mayapan faunal analysis) 
1997 Maxine Oland, stone tool production, Maya, Belize 

 
ANTHROPOLOGY 
HONORS 
PROGRAM 
MENTEES 
(recent) 

 
2020 Kassandra Buffham 
2019 Rachel Freeman 

 
PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE 

 
2018 to present, Associate Editor, Journal of Anthropological 
Research 
 
2017-2020, Chair, Dissertation Award Committee, Society for 
American Archaeology 
 
2010-2013 NSF Review Panel, Archaeology Program (regular 
grants).  
 
2008 Program Chair, Society for American Archaeology 
Meetings, Vancouver 
 
2003 Review PanelNational Endowment for the Humanities.  
Reviewer of Tenure & Promotion Cases: City University of New 
York (2), Washington State University (1), Florida Atlantic 
University (1) 
 
Grant Reviewer for: National Science Foundation (dissertation 
and regular grants 2-3 a year since tenure),, National 
Geographic Society, Institute for Mesoamerican Studies, 
Wenner Gren, Invited nominator for the MacArthur Foundation 
(2008 2009) 
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Reviewer for journals, including, Journal of Field Archaeology, 
Ancient Mesoamerica, Latin American Antiquity, Quaternary 
International, Journal of Anthropological Archaeology.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
UNIVERSITY 
SERVICE 
 

 
January 2018-Spring 2020 Associate Dean for Undergraduate 
Research (in the (Office of the Vice Provost and Dean for 
Undergraduate Education) 
 
September 2018-Spring 2020, Member, Council on Promotion 
and Continuing Appointments (CPCA, University Level, 
Provostʼs Office) 
 
Fall 2008- Spring 2010, CAS Tenure & Promotion Committee 
 
2002 Educational Policy Advisory Council to the President  
1999-2000 Faculty Mentor Program 
1998-2000 Academic Standing Committee Member  
1999-2000 Benevolent Grant Award Review Committee 
 

DEPARTMENTAL 
SERVICE 
 

Fall 2021-Spring 2024 Chair, Department of Anthropology 
 
Fall 2018 to present Member, Anthropology Executive 
Committee 
 
Fall 2017 to present Member, Undergraduate Affairs 
Committee 
 
Fall 2014 to 2017 Member, Grad Affairs Committee 
 
Fall 2011 to Spring 2014 Graduate Affairs Committee Chair 
 
Fall 2005 ‒ Spring 2008 ‒ Director, Inst. for Mesoamerican 
Studies 
 
Fall 2005-Spring 2008 ‒ Anthropology Compact Planning 
Committee 
 
2008, 2009 Anthropology Awards Committee (Committee 
Chair) 
 
2004-2006  Anthropology Awards Committee (2004-2005 
Committee Chair) 
 
2005-2006, Compact planning representative for Inst. for 
Mesoamerican Studies.  
 
1996-present  Board of Directors, Institute for Mesoamerican 
Studies (UAlbany),  
 
2003 ‒2004 Anthropology Self-Study Assessment Committee; 
Long Range Planning Committee (responsible for entire 
undergraduate component) 
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1997-2004 Undergraduate Affairs Committee ‒ (Chair 2000-
2004) 

 


