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James Lynch is a professor and former chair of the 
Department of Criminology and Criminal Justice at the 

University of Maryland. 

Lynch joined the department after serving as the director 

of the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) in the United 
States Department of Justice. Previously, he was a 
distinguished professor in the Department of Criminal 

Justice at John Jay College, City University of New York. 

Lynch's research focuses on victim surveys, victimization risk, the role of coercion in 

social control, and crime statistics. He has published four books and numerous articles 

many of them dealing with crime statistics. 


