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Researchers and Funders Discussion: Setting an Evidence-Driven Agenda for the Impact and Aftermath of COVID-19 on Youth Justice

Leigh Bates

NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services

Leigh Bates has over 10 years of experience in criminal justice
research and policy analysis in New York State.

As the Director of Research at the Division of Criminal Justice
Services’ Office of Justice Research and Performance, she has
assisted with numerous criminal justice and inter-agency
initiatives, including evaluating the impact of New York's 2009
drug law changes, assessing criminal justice programs and
practices to improve alignment with the evidence base, and s
overseeing the development of the Criminal Justice Knowledge Bank and Research
Consortium, which seek to promote the use of evidence based practices and support
local practitioner and researcher partnerships.

As the Director of Research, she oversees research related to youth justice, bail
reform, and other criminal justice initiatives. Leigh holds a Master of Public
Administration from the University of Arizona and a PhD in Criminal Justice from the
University at Albany.
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