
Criminal penalties associated with illegal use of Controlled Substances 
 
Consistent with the Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act Amendments of 1989 (Public Law 
101-226), all students and employees are advised that individuals who violate Federal, State or 
Local laws and campus policies are subject to University Disciplinary action and criminal 
prosecution. All university community members should be aware there are significant 
psychological and physiological health risks associated with the use of illicit drugs and alcohol. 
Physical addiction, loss of control and withdrawal syndrome as well as serious damage to vital 
organs of the body can result from drug and alcohol abuse.  
 
New York State Law  
Articles 220 and 221 of the New York State Penal Law set criminal penalties for possession or 
sale of drugs considered harmful or subject to abuse. The seriousness of the offense and penalty 
imposed upon conviction depend upon the individual drug and amount held or sold.  
 
Marijuana  
New York State law classifies possession of up to 25 grams of marijuana as a violation. Penalties 
range from $100 to $250 fine and/or up to 15 days in jail, depending on whether it is a first, 
second or third offense. Possession of more than 25 grams but not more than eight o\ounces is a 
misdemeanor; possession of more than eight ounces is a felony. Sale of 25 grams or less is a 
misdemeanor; sale of more than 25 grams is a felony. New York State law makes no exception 
for the use of marijuana for medical purposes.  
 
Hashish  
The penalties for sale or possession of hashish are more severe. Possession of any amount, no 
matter how small, is a misdemeanor punishable by up to one year in county jail and/or up to 
$1000 fine. Possession of one-quarter ounce or more is a felony. Sale of any amount of hashish, 
no matter how small, is a felony.  
 
Cocaine and Crack  
Possession of any amount, no matter how small, is the most serious class of misdemeanor 
punishable by up to 12 months in a county jail. Possession of 500 milligrams or more is a class D 
felony punishable by 2.3 to 7 years in a state correctional facility. Sale of any amount is a felony.  
 
 
Effects and Symptoms of overdose, withdrawal and misuse of alcohol and drugs  
A description of alcohol and drug categories, their effects, symptoms of overdose, withdrawal 
symptoms and indications of misuse can be found at  
http://www.samhsa.gov/ and at the Drug Enforcement Administration of the U.S. Department of 
Justice website: Link to US Drug Enforcement Administration  
Federal Trafficking Penalties can be found at The DEA.Gov Website 
 

https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.dea.gov/documents?field_document_document_type_value=Publication&field_document_publication_type_value=Drug%20Prevention
https://www.dea.gov/sites/default/files/drug_of_abuse.pdf#page=30
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