
 

  

 

August 20 2021- Welcome & Welcome Back! 
This past week, ISSS and the university welcomed 125 new 

international students at a number of orientation activities - knowledge 
content sessions, meals, Walmart and downtown trips, and socials and 

cultural activities. Our new international students join about 1300 
continuing international students from 98 different countries. 

 

The University Police Department (UPD) K-9 Unit Meet and Greet introduce K-9 police officers 
and their police dogs Boomer and Kolt with introductions, demonstrations, ice cream and plenty of 
human-canine interaction. 
 
 
Important ISSS Announcements 
- ISSS Advisement Services Available Next Week 
- Submit Your Fall 2021 Reporting EForm 
- DHS Registration Reminders for F-1/J-1 Students 
- RSSW Course Opportunity with ISSS! 
- COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics Available 
 
Upcoming Events: 
- Great DANEtopia (August 21) 
- Glow Party (August 21) 
- Part-time Job Fair (August 25) 
- CIEGS Meet & Greet (August 25) 
- Know Your Rights in the US (August 31) 
- The Basics of Writing in an American Classroom (September 2) 
- Cultural Connections Welcome Party (September 3) 
- Graduate Student Resource Fair (August 27) 
 
 



Follow us on Instagram @ualbanyisss 
Email us at ISSS@albany.edu 
  

   

ISSS Advisement Services Available Next Week 
 

Resuming Monday, August 23rd you may utilize the following advisement services: 

Advising by Appointment- In-Person or on Zoom 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Friday from 9am-12:30pm EST 

• Appointments must be scheduled in advance through Calendly 
• These spots are primarily available for students unable to attend walk-in advising in-

person, but students do have the option to schedule an in-person meeting if they need to 
discuss a complicated issue which cannot be adequately addressed during walk-in 
advising hours (such as USCIS changes of status; complex work authorization issues; or 
other matters) 

Walk-in Advising- In-Person or by Phone (518-591-8172) 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 12:30-4:00pm EST 

• No appointment needed, just drop in to SL G-40 or call 518-591-8172 
• If you call, please be prepared to leave a voicemail with your name and call back number 

in case the advisor is currently seeing someone else 

Document Pick-Up 

• In-person pick-up of documents at the office (such as EAD cards) can be scheduled in 
advance.  If you have a document you would like to pick-up in person please email 
ISSS@albany.edu to arrange a pick-up time with an advisor. 

Arriving at the Office (including Document Pick-Up) 

• Please review the University's safety protocols, including masking and social distancing 
policies. Masks are required for all individuals. 

• When you arrive for your visit please electronically check-in to let the advisor know you're 
here. Options include scanning a QR code to check in from your mobile device or using 
the desktop computer up front to sign in. 

• This is the check-in procedure for appointments, walk-ins, and picking up of documents.  If 
picking up a document you must have your ID with you. 

Document Submission is Still Electronic 

• Requests are made through EForms. Visit our website 
(https://www.albany.edu/isss/forms.php) to select the EForm you need, review instructions, 
and submit your request online 

mailto:ISSS@albany.edu
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• Please note: the CPT request is currently a PDF file (not an EForm) which may be 
submitted over email to ISSS@albany.edu along with the accompanying required 
documents. 

   

Please Submit Your Required Fall 2021 Reporting EForm 
 

This Eform must be completed by all international students by September 3, 2021.  To 
access this EForm within the ISSS system please click 
here: https://www.albany.edu/isss/94087.php.  Step by step instructions are provided. 

In response to DHS guidance International Student & Scholar Services (ISSS) urgently needs 
information from you about your plans for Fall 2021. This will allow us to accurately report 
information to SEVIS and the University.  

Additionally, students with a new or initial status SEVIS I-20 who are in the United States will 
provide the ISSS office with required information and immigration related documents through this 
form. 

We understand that your plans for Fall 2021 might be uncertain and could change, but we ask that 
you please respond now based on your current plans. If your plans change then you 
can immediately submit a new Fall 2021 Reporting eform or email ISSS@albany.edu.  

Details on the evolving COVID-19 situation, including vaccines, quarantine, testing, resources, 
FAQs, and policy guidance announcements are available on our website. 

   

DHS Registration & Reporting Reminders for F-1/J-1 Students 
 

F-1 and J-1 students must be registered full-time or on an approved reduced course load as a 
condition of maintaining F-1 and J-1 status. For undergraduate students 12 or more credits is full-
time. For graduate students 9 or more credits is full-time. 
 
Students may only drop below full-time registration if they have first been granted a reduced 
course load authorization by the ISSS office (more information on applicable reasons for a 
reduced course load is available here: https://www.albany.edu/isss/89007.php). 
 
In order to help students maintain status, a bar will be put in place which will prevent F-1 or J-1 
students from dropping below full-time registration credits. This means that you will not be allowed 
to drop a course after that time unless you were approved for a reduced course load by ISSS. If 
you qualify for a reduced course load but have not yet submitted a reduced course load 
authorization request please do so as soon as possible. Processing times can take up to 7-9 
business days, and if you submit the request late you may accrue tuition liability as a result. 
 
If you are trying to swap classes while maintaining full-time registration please add the new course 
you want first and then drop the course you no longer need. 
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Please be aware that 0% liability for dropped semester length courses ends on August 29, 2021. 
More on financial liability can be found here: https://www.albany.edu/cost-aid/financial-liability-
dropping-courses-or-withdrawing 
 
If you have any questions please contact ISSS@albany.edu 

   

RSSW Course Opportunity with ISSS! 
 

 

In the fall semester we are offering a 1 credit International Service Course (through the RSSW 
program) which is 35 service hours total commitment 
 
In order to meet the requirements of the 1 credit International Service Course (RSSW), which is 
35 services hours total commitment: 

• 24 hours will be applied toward meeting with the new student assigned to you for 1.5 
hours/week for 16 weeks 

• 9 hours will be a series of four 2-hour classes at 2-4pm, Friday afternoons, and one 1-hour 
orientation at the beginning of the semester. 

• Finally, 2 hour of Cultural Connections activities RSSW students can choose from to 
complete the 35 hours. The classes/workshops will be mainly in-person and focus on 
topics on fostering critical awareness/consciousness, building intercultural awareness, and 
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understanding yourself as a globally/interculturally competent individual, and as a global 
citizen. Classes will also help you learn more about the role of volunteer service in our 
society, and give you the opportunity to engage in volunteer service. 

Once you agree to participate RSSW course, at the beginning of fall 2021 semester, we will send 
you instructions on how to register for the 1-credit RSSW 190 (what we call International Service 
Course) so that it appears as part of your overall UAlbany fall 2021 course registration. 
 
1 credit RSSW course is designed for undergraduate students, graduate students can participate 
on a voluntary basis but will not earn academic credit for the program. Instead, graduate students 
will earn a certificate issued by ISSS office. We welcome graduate students who are interested in 
the course to join us. If you have any questions, please send an email to ISSS@albany.edu. 

   

COVID-19 Vaccine Clinics Available 
 

The University at Albany is partnering with Lincoln Pharmacy, an Albany provider, to make it 
convenient to get vaccinated for COVID-19 on the Uptown Campus. There are currently three 
clinics planned that will offer first or second doses of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine, all to be held 
in Campus Center 116:  

·         Saturday, Aug. 21, 4 – 6 p.m.  

·         Wednesday, Aug. 25, 1 – 3 p.m.  

Register for any of the three clinics using Lincoln Pharmacy’s intake form.  

If you have received the first dose of the Moderna vaccine (but still need your second), and it has 
been 25 or more days since your first dose, you may register for one of the above clinics to 
receive the appropriate second dose. If you have received the first dose of the Pfizer vaccine (but 
still need your second), and it has been 18 or more days since your first dose, you may register for 
one of the above clinics to receive the appropriate second dose.  

Individuals who receive a first vaccine dose at any of the three above clinics can return to Campus 
Center 116 on Tuesday, Sept. 14 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. to receive their second dose, or they 
can go to another location of their choosing. Those planning to receive the second dose at the 
Sept. 14 clinic on campus do not need to register separately for the second date.  

If you have any questions, please call the COVID-19 hotline at 518-442-2683. Information about 
additional vaccination opportunities, such as state- and county-run clinics, is available on 
the Vaccinate UAlbany webpage.  

   

Vaccination and Arrival Information 
 

For the latest vaccination and COVID-19 arrival requirements, please visit the Vaccinate UAlbany 
page: https://www.albany.edu/covid-19/vaccinate-ualbany 
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Studying fully online from outside the U.S. this Fall?  Don't forget to submit a Fully Remote 
Exemption Request. 

   

Upcoming Events 
 

   

Great DANEtopia (August 21) 
 

 

4:30-5:30pm on the Entry Plaza. 
Check out the clubs, organizations, and events that make UAlbany a dynamic 
University! 

 

Read More  

  

Glow Party (August 21) 
 

 

10:00pm at the Science Library. Hang out with new friends and meet even more at this 
Glow Party! 

 

Read More  

   

Part Time Job Fair (August 25) 
 

 

1:00-4:00pm Virtually. Sign Up through Handshake: 
https://www.albany.edu/career/Handshake.shtml. Remember that there are regulations 

CIEGS Meet & Greet (August 25) 
 

 

4:00-5:00pm in the garden between the Science Library and Campus Center. Take a 
break, have a snack, and meet with staff of the Center for International Education and 
Global Strategy! 
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restricting F-1 and J-1 student employment, especially off-campus employers. Get 
more information on the ISSS website. 

 

Read More  

   

Know Your Rights in the US (August 31) 
 

 

5:30-7:30pm on Zoom. 
Zoom Link- 
https://albany.zoom.us/j/96115284668?pwd=VWpBLzJUNWpZUnVvcThJUnZWWWZiQT09 
Join Immigration Attorney Jim Milstein and ISSS staff to learn more about your rights in the 
U.S. in relation to your immigration status and interactions with federal and local law 
enforcement as well as the judicial system 

  

The Basics of Writing in an American Classroom (Sept 2) 
 

 

3:30-5:00pm on Zoom 
Zoom Link—https://albany.zoom.us/j/94040707913 
Writing is a process, as is adjusting to new cultural and academic expectations. 
Attend this workshop for some tips and insights 

   

Cultural Connections Welcome Pizza Party (Sept 3) 
 

 

2:00-4:00pm in the garden between the Science Library and Campus Center. Meet 
other intentional and internationally minded students, including members of the Buddy 
Program. Enjoy some pizza with new friends! 

  

Graduate Student Resource Fair (Aug 27) 
 

 

11:00am-1:00pm in the Campus Center Ballroom. Join us for the 2021 Graduate 
Student Resource Fair. This event is an opportunity to learn about campus services, 
meet The Graduate School Staff and Graduate Student Association Executive Board 
members. 

 

Read More  

   

 

https://www.albany.edu/isss/85536.php
https://albany.zoom.us/j/96115284668?pwd=VWpBLzJUNWpZUnVvcThJUnZWWWZiQT09
https://albany.zoom.us/j/94040707913
https://myinvolvement.org/event/7190799


   

Unsubscribe 
   

1400 Washington Avenue SL G-40 Albany NY 12222 
 
ISSS@albany.edu 
https://www.albany.edu/isss 
   

The information contained in this email is provided as a service to international students, faculty and staff at the University at Albany. It does not constitute legal advice. We try to 
provide useful information, but we make no claims, promises or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of the information contained in this email or any 
associated site or form. Neither the University at Albany nor ISSS is responsible for any errors or omissions contained in this email, or for the results obtained from the use of this 
information. Nothing provided herein should be used as a substitute for the advice of competent legal counsel; students may wish to consult an immigration attorney on the specifics 
of their case as needed. 
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