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Friday, February 23 
 

This is your ISSS weekly newsletter. Please read this newsletter every Friday for important reminders, 
updates, and upcoming events you may be interested in. 
 
ISSS Announcements: 
- OPT Information for Spring Graduates- Fees Increasing Soon! + In Person Workshop 2/26 
- Sprintax Tax Filing Information for 2024 
- Advance Registration Starts March 25 
- Immigration Art: Visa & Immigration Options After OPT (Workshop and 1-on-1 Lawyer Consultations) 
- Travel Reminders for Spring Break 
- CPSP Spring Community Service Fair (February 28) 
 
Upcoming Events: 
- Let's Talk with UAlbany CAPS 
- UAlbany Mens' Basketball v New Hampshire (2/29) 
- Text Student Auto 
- StudyNY Photo Contest  

Walk In Advising Hours, In-Person or by Phone (518-591-8172) 

• Monday, Tuesday, Thursday or Friday from 1:00-3:30pm 
• No appointment needed, just visit Science Library G-40 or call 518-591-8172 

Student and scholars can also email ISSS@albany.edu for assistance. The email inbox is monitored 
Monday-Friday during business hours 

   

mailto:ISSS@albany.edu


OPT Information for Spring Graduates 
 

 

You can join ISSS for an in-person OPT workshop on Monday, February 26 from 3-4:30pm in Physics 
123.  See you there! 

Important OPT Dates for Spring Graduates to Know: 

• I-20 Program End Date for students graduating this Spring: May 8, 2024  



o Bachelor's/Master's students graduating this Spring will all have a program end date 
of May 8, 2024 

o PhD students may use defense date, thesis submission date, or last date of final term as 
the program end date for post-completion OPT purposes.  The date you choose will change 
your application timetable, see OPT workshop for details. 

• Filing Opens February 9 for students with a May 8, 2024 program end date 
• Filing Closes July 6 for students with a May 8, 2024 program end date 
• Students with a May 8, 2024 program end date may submit a request for an OPT start date for 

any date in this range: May 9, 2024 through July 6, 2024. 
• Upcoming USCIS fee increases: USCIS is increasing it's filing fee for the I-765 from $410 to $470 

effective April 1, 2024 (for online filing- filing by mail will cost more).  File before then to save cost 
on the fees.  The I-907 premium processing fee for I-765 applications increases on February 26 
from $1500 to $1685. 

Students who are graduating and planning to apply for Post-Completion OPT Work Authorization 
should complete the following steps to apply: 

1. Watch the required OPT workshop -- or attend the in-person workshop on February 26. 
2. Review all instructions on the OPT Request EForm website, including the Supplemental Forms 

and Instructions 
3. Submit the EForm to ISSS to request a new I-20 recommending you for post-completion OPT  
4. File with DHS-USCIS within 30 days of receiving the new I-20 from ISSS recommending you for 

post-completion OPT  

If you have questions please speak with an ISSS advisor. 

 

Read More 

   

Sprintax Tax Filing Information for 2024 
 

 

https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-fees/frequently-asked-questions-on-the-uscis-fee-rule
https://ualbany.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=d9027696-cad8-48cf-9958-b1140120139e&start=0
https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php
https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php#forms
https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php#forms
https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php#app
https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php#app
https://www.albany.edu/isss/87855.php


ISSS has purchased Sprintax tax software to help international students and scholars to file their 2023 
federal tax return. There is no personal exemption for 2023. All non-residents must file a tax return if 
income was earned in 2023. 

If you were employed in 2023, to obtain a Sprintax tax code, please complete the google form at 
this link: https://forms.gle/fLCS214CqwR8wu1u6.     If you were not employed, please go to: 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf to obtain form 8843. For questions, please contact ISSS. 

It is important to be aware that, if you were a nonresident present in the US during 2023, you’re legally 
required to file a tax return if you received US income during 2023 by the 15 April 2024 deadline. And 
even if you didn’t work or receive income in the US, you’re still obliged to file a Form 8843 with the 
IRS. 

The US 2023 tax season will not start until January 2024, and we will be sharing information regarding how 
you can use the Sprintax software when the tax season begins. 

Until then, there are many resources that you can access to learn more about your tax filing obligations to 
make the process of tax time even easier and less stressful for you. Below you can find some of the 
Sprintax resources to help explain the US tax system for nonresident international students and scholars: 

• Sprintax International Student US Tax Guide and Blog: https://blog.sprintax.com/f1-visa-tax-
return-guide-international-students/ 

• Sprintax YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/Sprintax 
• Sprintax Free Educational Tax Webinars:  

You will find below, a list of the free, educational tax webinars that Sprintax will be making available to 
nonresidents prior to and during the US tax filing season. You may register using the registration links 
below for a session that works well for you; if you register you will get a link to a recording of the 
session. 

• Wednesday, February 28th@ 12pm EST – Register here 
•  Monday, March 11th @ 4pm EST – Register here 
• Thursday, March 28th @ 3pm EST –Register here 
• Wednesday, April 3rd @ 2pm EST – Register here 
• Thursday, April 11th @ 1pm EST – Register here 
• Monday, April 15th @ 11am EST – Register here 

 
Please be sure to keep an eye out for additional communication around your specific access to the 
Sprintax software when tax season 2023 begins in early 2024.  

 

Read More 

   

https://forms.gle/fLCS214CqwR8wu1u6
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8843.pdf
https://blog.sprintax.com/f1-visa-tax-return-guide-international-students/
https://blog.sprintax.com/f1-visa-tax-return-guide-international-students/
https://www.youtube.com/user/Sprintax
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7586221647594811993
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2865779635529225303
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/473309403697954140
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5645835412732961371
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8165239863944480853
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5511913796958237019
https://www.albany.edu/isss/68229.php


Advance Registration Starts March 25 
 

Advance registration for Summer 2024 and Fall 2024 terms begins March 25th. 
 
Graduate students- contact your academic advsior for your AVN and registration advice. 
 
Undergraduate students- check your UAlbany email for an email from your academic advisor to schedule 
your advance registration appointment. This is when you will get your AVN. Priority registration for Honors 
College, athletes, and students registered with DAISS will open March 25th. Registration for all other 
undergraduate students will begin to roll out on March 26th; your registration date is based on your total 
earned credits. 

 

Read More 

   

Immigration Art: Visa & Immigration Options After OPT  
(Workshop and 1-on-1 Lawyer Consultations) 

 

Immigration Art: 1-on-1 Consultations 
Monday, March 25 and Wednesday, March 27 
Students can speak with immigration attorney Art Serratelli via Zoom for a free, 30 minute consultation. 
These consultations are to discuss immigration status options after F-1/J-1 and OPT/STEM OPT. Start 
planning your immigration future now! Email Art at immigration.art@gmail.com with your availability on 
March 25 and 27 from 9:30am-3:00pm so you can schedule. Spots are limited. 
 
Work Visas Beyond OPT Workshop 
Tuesday, March 26 from 4-6pm 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 932 5265 8193 
Passcode: 143415 
 
Immigration attorney Art Serratelli will provide information on work visas and green card applications. All 
are welcome, no advanced registration required. Start thinking creatively about your immigration future and 
attend this free workshop! 

   

Travel Reminders for Spring Break 
 

Traveling this break? Please review the required documents and other considerations for travel. If you 
need help or have questions please speak with an ISSS advisor: 
 

https://www.albany.edu/registrar/students/registration
mailto:immigration.art@gmail.com
https://albany.zoom.us/j/93252658193?pwd=Nm1Lbit5MUYvbjJJcWRGSkY1MmpPdz09
https://www.albany.edu/isss/current_students.php


If you will travel please make sure to request a travel signature on your I-20 or DS-2019. 
 
Please make sure you have all documentation required to re-enter the U.S. This includes an I-20/DS-2019 
with a valid travel signature when re-entering the U.S. (travel signatures for enrolled students are valid for 
1 year; travel signatures for students on OPT are valid for 6 months), a valid passport (with at least 6 
months validity remaining), and a valid F-1/J-1 visa. Students on OPT must also carry their EAD card and 
are highly encouraged to carry proof of employment. If your OPT is pending please speak to an ISSS 
advisor before traveling internationally. 

 

Read More 

   

CPSP Spring Community Service Fair (February 28) 
 

Spring 2024 CPSP Community Service Fair 
Date: Wednesday, February 28, 2024 
Time: 10am-2pm  
Location: LC Concourse 
 
Join us for the CPSP Community Service Fair that is held twice a year in early fall and spring. As a 
UAlbany student, you will have the opportunity to meet representatives from 50+ of our partner 
organizations and find ways that you can engage in meaningful service for academic credit. 
 
Contact us at cpsp@albany.edu or 518-442-5683 t if you have additional questions. 
 
Contact: Sheri Stevens. Director. Jenny Leighty Horn Assistant Director, CPSP, Director, CPSP 

 

Read More 

   

Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
   

   

Let's Talk with UAlbany CAPS 
 

UAlbany Mens' Basketball  

https://www.albany.edu/isss/91185.php
https://www.albany.edu/isss/68483.php
mailto:cpsp@albany.edu
https://www.albany.edu/cpsp/88543.php


 

The Let’s Talk service gives you access to a 15- to 
20-minute consultation with a CAPS clinician at 
convenient locations on campus. The service is 
often used by students who: 

• Aren’t sure about counseling and wonder 
what it’s like to talk to a counselor 

• Aren’t interested in counseling but would like 
a counselor’s perspective 

• Have a specific problem and would like to 
talk it through with someone 

• Have a concern about a friend and want 
advice on what to do 

Let's Talk Schedule 
• 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays in Broadview 

Center, Room A35 (located near the athletic 
training suite) 

• 1 to 3 p.m. Wednesdays in the Educational 
Opportunity Complex, University Library 
Room 094U 

• 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Thursdays in the Campus 
Center, Collaboration Lounge 165A 

 

Read More 

  

v New Hampshire (2/29) 
 

 

Check out a UAlbany Men's Basketball Game 
versus New Hampshire 
 
Thursday, February 29 
7pm 
Broadview Center 
No charge for students with presentation of valid 
SUNY ID card 

  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Text Student Auto 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

StudyNY Photo Contest 
 

https://www.albany.edu/health-well-being/mental-health/caps


 

Text Student Auto is a free, non-University affiliated 
service connecting college students to auto 
resources near campus. For more information on 
this service and the assistance it can provide 
please select "Read More." 
 
This does not constitute an endorsement of this 
business on the part of the University nor a 
vouching for their business practices. 

 

Read More 

  

 

The 9th Annual Study New York Photo and Video 
Contest is underway. Take a picture or short video, 
choosing from 3 photo categories and 1 video 
category, and enter for a chance to be one of the 4 
winners of a $100 Amazon Gift Card and a chance 
to network with officials from NYC consulates and 
with educators from around the state at our annual 
reception as we present the winners with their 
awards! 
 
Photo and Video Submissions are due by March 1, 
2024. Go to www.studynewyork.us/photocontest for 
full details and to enter. Submit your photo or video 
entry (subject line: "Photo & Video Contest", with 
your name, your school, and the contest category). 

 

Read More 
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1400 Washington Avenue SL G-40 Albany NY 12222 
 
ISSS@albany.edu 
https://www.albany.edu/isss 
   
The information contained in this email is provided as a service to international students, faculty and staff 
at the University at Albany. It does not constitute legal advice. We try to provide useful information, but we 
make no claims, promises or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness or adequacy of the information 
contained in this email or any associated site or form. Neither the University at Albany nor ISSS is 
responsible for any errors or omissions contained in this email, or for the results obtained from the use of 
this information. Nothing provided herein should be used as a substitute for the advice of competent legal 
counsel; students may wish to consult an immigration attorney on the specifics of their case as needed. 

 

 

https://www.textstudentauto.com/
http://www.studynewyork.us/photocontest
https://studynewyork.us/photocontest/
https://listserv.albany.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=ISSS&A=1
mailto:ISSS@albany.edu
https://www.albany.edu/isss

