
Dear IMS friends and associates, 
 
     Over the summer of 2019 
Robert Rosenswig stepped down 
after serving 4 years (2015-2019) 
as director of our Institute. With 
the support of the Board of Di-
rectors I assumed my new role as 
Director in late August 2019. In 
this, my first “Letter from the 
Director” I wish to express how 
deeply thankful and honored I am 
for this opportunity. I am honored 
not only because IMS serves an 
important role at our University 
and its Anthropology Program, 
but also because this Institute has 
fostered, for over four decades 
now, important research and 
publications on the world region 
that is my family’s place of origin 
and heritage, Mesoamerica.  
     Under Rob’s leadership the 
Institute continued to host a 
speaker series that has brought a 
wide range of Mesoamericanist 
scholars to our campus. Through 
the DeCormier and First Encoun-
ters Scholarships and the Under-
graduate Essay and David 
Scotchmer Essay awards the Insti-
tute has supported students and 
their research to help usher the 
next generation of Mesoamerican-
ist scholars. Thanks to the hard 
work of the director and the sage 
guidance of Walter Little, IMS has 
expanded its publication series 
through the University Press of 
Colorado. Finally, our collabora-
tion and bonds of friendship with 
the Triquis Sin Fronteras group 
have continued to grow. The 
Institute co-sponsored the sixth 
annual Day of Triqui Culture on 

the UAlbany Campus and this 
trajectory of collaboration re-
ceived the University’s Exemplary 
Public Engagement Award.  
     This year has been very prolif-
ic for the Institute in other fronts 
as well. While serving as IMS di-
rector, Rob Rosenswig maintained 
an active program of NSF-funded 
field research in Belize and won 
another grant, this time a $1.6 
million dollar grant from the 
NSF’s Dynamics of Integrated 
Socio-Environmental Systems 
program to investigate human 
responses to climate change in 
prehistoric Belize. IMS affiliated 
faculty, have published this year 
four books, three peer-reviewed 
articles, four book chapters, one 
documentary, one open-access 
website on eighteenth century 
Nahuatl texts, and have organized 
a conference about the Nahuatl 
language and a symposium on 
linguistic research among diaspora 
communities. The coverage of our 
IMS scholars goes from the study 
of trauma among US citizens 
whose parents have gotten de-
ported from the US, to docu-
menting Maya textile producers 
and sellers’ choices as reflected 
on textile production and fashion. 
All IMS faculty have presented on 
their research at international 
conferences and actively engage 
with their communities of study 
and with international institutions 
to work on their behalf. For ex-
ample, Jennifer Burrell serves as 
the AAA liaison to the Human 
Rights coalition of the American 
Academy for the Advancement of 
Sciences.  

     IMS affiliated students are also 
very productive. Yahaira Núñez 
Cortéz, former DeCormier schol-
arship recipient, published two 
articles in Cuadernos de An-
tropología, while moving forward 
on her dissertation analysis in 
collaboration with Luis Barba at 
the Laboratorio de Prospección 
Arqueológica at UNAM. She also 
earned two grants from the Na-
tional Geography Society to fund 
her research. Jamilläh Rodriguez 
and Abelardo de la Cruz won the 
DeCormier Memorial Scholar-
ships in support of their respec-
tive dissertation research pro-
jects. With the DeCormier sup-
port Jamilläh travelled to Oaxaca 
with Lauren Clemens and collect-
ed data on Copala Triqui language. 
Abelardo, also with DeCormier 
support, traveled to Veracruz to 
conduct ethnographic research on 
modern Nahua religious practices 
in the Huastec region. Thanks to 
the First Encounters award Loret-
ta Tucker travelled with Marilyn 
Masson and other UAlbany stu-
dents to Yucatán and participated 
in an INAH project assisting in 
laboratory analysis.   
     Finally, on a personal note, I 
wish you a healthy, happy, safe, 
and productive year 2020. May 
your travels be safe, may your 
prose flow, and may the reviews 
you get be helpful and, mostly, 
positive.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Verónica Pérez Rodríguez 
IMS Director 
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Speaker Series 
In 2019, IMS hosted two 
speakers, both members of 
the IMS Board of Directors. 
     In  the  Spring Dr. Ve-
rónica Pérez Rodríguez 
premiered her documentary 
titled “Alfarería Yucunchana: 
Traditional pottery making in 
the Mixteca Alta, Oaxaca,” 
which focused on the ceram-
ic tradition of  Santo Domin-
go Tonaltepec, one of the 
few communities in the Mix-
teca Alta that continues to 
produce pottery. This film is 
the result of an National 
Geographic Society funded 
research study titled Tonal-

tepec Ethonarchaeological 
Project.  The documentary is 
the first film that visually 
documents Mixtec language 
terms, traditional 
knowledge, and practices 
associated with traditional 
pottery making in this cor-
ner of Oaxaca.  
     In the Fall Dr. Rob 
Rosenswig gave a talk fo-
cused on his work in the site 
of Izapa. Long known as an 
important Late Formative 
political center, Izapa was 
the capital of one of a string 
of early Mesoamerican king-
doms that are widely known 

from hundreds of carved 
stone sculptures.  Despite 
early research efforts, the 
political organization and 
territorial extent of Izapa’s 
associated polity were com-
pletely unknown until now. 
New LiDAR (light detection 
and ranging) and pedestrian 
survey data document the 
internal structure of the 
Izapa kingdom from its 
emergence at 700 BCE 
through its collapse after 
100 BCE.  
 
 
 

Traditional pottery making in 
the town of Santo Domingo 
Tonaltepec, Oaxaca. 

Northeast Nahuatl Conference 

In May 2019, IMS co-
sponsored The Northeastern 
Group of Nahuatl Scholars 
annual conference held at the 
University at Albany on May 
10 to 12, 2019. The confer-
ence took place in the Alum-
ni House on the uptown 
UAlbany campus with ses-
sions running Friday after-
noon through Sunday after-
noon. Sessions included aca-
demic talks, document trans-
lation workshops, and a 
workshop on Nahuatl writ-
ing. 
     This international and 
inter-disciplinary conference 
drew scholars and students 
from the fields of anthropol-
ogy, history, linguistics, art 
history, literature, and ar-
chaeology who are connect-
ed by an interest in the lan-
guage and civilization of the 
Nahuas from pre-Columbian 

times to the present. Nahuatl 
was the language of the Az-
tecs and related ethnic 
groups, the predominant 
civilization in the Valley of 
Mexico when the Spanish 
arrived in the area in the 
sixteeth century. 
     Under Spanish rule the 
Nahuatl language spread even 
further as a lingua franca in 
Mesoamerica and became 
the medium for the largest 
corpus of Indigenous-
language colonial documents 
from anywhere in the 
Americas. Today, it is 
the mother tongue of 
over two million con-
temporary Indigenous 
people, including im-
migrants to the Unit-
ed States. Hence, the 
conference took a 
long view, looking at 
the unrolling of Na-

hua language and culture 
over several centuries.  
     Participants shared schol-
arly research, supporting 
language documentation and 
revitalization efforts, and 
works aimed to advance the 
availability of the Nahuas’ 
historical archives by trans-
lating and publishing texts. 
This inter-disciplinary and 
temporal breadth, combined 
with a focus on one linguistic 
group, makes this conference 
unique.   

The Northeast-

ern Nahuatl 

Conference held 

at the University 

al Albany  

gathered  

scholars from 

different  

disciplines  

interested in the 

knowledge of 

this ancient and 

contemporary 

language.  
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Day of Triqui Culture 

This past year was marked 
by a number of highlights 
for Triqui and IMS collabo-
rations, notably, by winning 
a University at Albany Pres-
ident’s Public Engagement 
Award and participating in 
Albany’s 48th annual Festival 
of Nations. The Engage-
ment Award is for the 
Triqui Project, a community
-building collaboration be-
tween the Department of 
Anthropology, the IMS, and 
the Linguistics Program, and 
Triquis Sin Fronteras, a 
community organization 
whose mission is to support 
Triquis living outside of 
traditional communities , 
maintain traditional cultural 
and linguistic knowledge, 
and contribute to multicul-
turalism in the capital dis-
trict.  
     This year also marked 
the first time Triquis Sin 
Fronteras participated in 
the Festival of Nations; the 
event, held in the Empire 
State Convention Center, 
featured the rich ethnic 
food, customs, arts and 
crafts, and dances of the 
Albany region’s immigrant 

community. The dance per-
formance of the Triquis Sin 
Fronteras children received 
a standing ovation, and in 
our unbiased opinion, stole 
the show. 
     This particularly busy 
year of promoting Triqui 
culture through food and 
dance performances at 
community centers includ-
ed a performance at the 
New York State United 
Teachers’ headquarters in 
October for Hispanic Herit-
age Month. In August, 
Triquis Sin Fronteras per-
formed at Albany’s 2019 
Latin Fest and in July at sev-
eral regional Guelaguetza 
celebrations.  
     For Day of the Dead, 
IMS faculty and Triqui com-
munity members participat-
ed for the second year in a 
row in a bilingual education 
fundraiser by building an 
ofrenda for the event. One 
of the local Triqui restau-
rants, Viva Cinco de Mayo, 
won for the second year 
running a food competition. 
Last year, they were de-
clared to make the best 
enchiladas in the region 

and, this year, they won the 
best taco contest. 
     April 28 marked the 
sixth annual Day of Triqui 
Culture, held at the Univer-
sity at Albany campus. In 
addition to a selection of 
traditional music and dance 
performances, highlights 
included the staging of a 
traditional wedding cere-
mony. For the first time, 
children’s theatre was in-
cluded and together, chil-
dren whose parents were 
born in Mexico, El Salvador, 
Ecuador, and the United 
States performed the Triqui 
“Legend of the Rabbit” in 
Spanish. Adding to the mul-
ticulturalism and the pro-
motion of Indigenous iden-
tities, the event also fea-
tured a poetry recital in the 
Nahautl language by gradu-
ate student and IMS mem-
ber, Abelardo de la Cruz, 
and his spouse, Alberta 
Martínez Cruz. The IMS and 
the Triqui community antic-
ipate the next dynamic Day 
of Triqui Culture this April 
2020, so stay tuned for 
more information.  

Dr. Clemens and Dr. Little with Her-
minia and Monica De Jesús Ramírez 
accepting the Exemplary Public En-
gagement award from University 

President Havidán Rodríguez� 

Triquis sin Fronteras Ofrenda 

Triquis sin Fronteras children after 
their “Legend of the Rabbit” perfor-
mance 
 

Festival of Nations, Empire State Pla-
za Convention Center� 

Staten Island Guelaguetza 
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Abelardo de la 
Cruz 
On April 18th, 2019, 
Abelardo de la Cruz re-
ceived an email from 
Dr.Robert Rosenswig 
formally notifying him 
that that he been award-
ed for the second time 
the 41st Christopher 
DeCormier Memorial 
Scholarship. On May 
13th, he participated in a 
lunch with the DeCormi-
er family and that after-
noon presented his pro-
ject at the Alumni House 
at the University at Alba-
ny titled 
“Moteochihuanih 
(Catechists and Prayer 
Specialists) as Indigenous 
Leaders in Nahua Indige-
nous Communities in 
Chicontepec, Veracruz) 
at the DeCormier Schol-
arship Award Ceremo-
ny.This year, he advanced 
to ABD status and at the 
same time returned to 
Mexico to do ethno-
graphic work as part of 
his dissertation research. 
Currently, he is working 
on the analysis of data 
that he has collected in 
two Nahua communities. 
He has interviewed new 
motiochihuanih “prayer 
specialists and Nahua 
catechists” who spread 
Catholic doctrine in the 
1980s in the northern 
regions of Veracruz, 
México. Nahua evange-
lists strategically negotiat-

ed the best way to teach 
Catholicism in order to 
protect their own reli-
gion, one that remains a 
contemporary practice. 
     Now, de la Cruz will 
present part of his new 
discoveries based on his 
current fieldwork. Firstly, 
Mr. Adrian is a Nahua 
catechist from a small 
Nahua town (Image 1). 
He shared his notebooks 
where he translated 
Catholic prayers into the 
local language. For exam-
ple, Totatah tlen tiitztoc 
elhuicac is the “Our fa-
ther,” Na nicneltoca toti-
otzin totatah the 
“Creed” and Xiyolpaqui 
tonantzin Maria the “Hail 
Mary” among many oth-
ers. De la Cruz wants to 
highlight these transla-
tions on behalf of the 
work from the tlacatl 
macehualli or “male Na-
hua speaker” as a transla-
tor from Catholic pray-
ers which he used for 
evangelization in his 
youth. However, even 
now, he still believes in 
the local Nahua religion 
known as “el costum-
bre”, and he respects the 
Nahua beliefs. 
     De la Cruz wants to 
highlight the work that 
was carried out by the 
cihuatl macehualli “female 
Nahua speaker” Mrs. 
Gregoria, from a small 
Nahua town (Image 2). 
She is a Nahua catechist 

and preaches the Nahua 
doctrine at the Catholic 
chapel to Nahua people. 
At the same time, she 
recites Catholics prayers 
and sings when one per-
son passes away. She 
works as a prayer spe-
cialist and is an expert in 
beseeching the tonalli 
“soul” from a person 
who has passed away 
with both Nahua and 
Catholic prayers. 
     Both Nahua people, 
like Mr. Adrian and Mrs. 
Gregoria, teach Catholic 
doctrine but at the same 
time they believe in the 
local religion; they depict 
with their work and atti-
tudes how to believe in 
two religions. Until now, 
catechists and prayers 
specialists are seen by 
Nahua people as tlanel-
tocanih “exemplary mod-
els of belief” because 
Nahua people have 
learned how to negotiate 
the best way to believe in 
Catholic doctrine and 
take care of the tlanel-
toquilli or local beliefs. 
Through his present 
fieldwork, Abelardo de la 
Cruz has been able to 
elaborate his plans for 
this dissertation research 
thanks to the talks and 
opinions shared by the 
Nahua evangelists in their 
own communities. 

Christopher De Cormier Memorial Scholarship 

2019 Award Recipients: Abelardo de la Cruz & Jamilläh Rodriguez  

Mrs. Gregoria López� 

Mr. Adrian Martinez� 
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Jamilläh Rodriguez would 
like to express her gratitude 
towards the IMS and the 
DeCormier family for their 
support of her research, 
which funded travel to Oa-
xaca City during the sum-
mer of 2019. During the 

summer, she conducted 
fieldwork with speakers of 
Copala Triqui alongside Dr. 
Lauren Clemens, where she 
recorded phrases and ana-
lyzed tone changes through 
linguistic software. The data 
she collected is key for her 
initial dissertation work and 
has been used for several 

presentations 
since she has re-
turned. 
     Jamilläh pre-
sented “Tone 
overlay in Copala 
Triqui: Nominal 
compounds and 
other syntactic 
domains” with Dr. 
Clemens at the 
Annual Meeting on 

Phonology hosted by her 
alma mater Stony Brook 
University. She continues to 
study tone with speakers of 
Copala Triqui living in the 
Capital Region and plans to 
return to Oaxaca City next 
summer for additional field-
work. 
     In addition to tone in 
Copala Triqui, Jamilläh has 
also been working on tone 
in Malawian CiTonga with 
Dr. Lee Bickmore and visit-
ing Fulbright scholar Dr. 
Winfred Mkochi. Together, 
they presented their find-
ings “Depressor Conso-
nants Effects in Malawian 
CiTonga: Phonetic or Pho-
nological?” at AMP as well. .  

Thanks to the 

DeCormier 

award Jamilläh 

traveled to  

Oaxaca to  

conduct  

fieldwork on the 

Triqui language. 

David Scotchmer Essay Award  

Issue 14 

Jamilläh buying a tradi-
tional huipil blouse from 

a Triqui vendor in  
Oaxaca City 

-DPLOOlK�SUHVHQWLQJ�KHU�MRLQW�SRVWHU�ZLWK�
'U��/DXUHQ�&OHPHQV�DW�$03� 

In 2019 Yahaira was award-
ed with the David 
Scotchmer Essay Award 
with her paper “The walled 
city and the dogs: Utilization 
of Canis familiaris at Maya-
pan, Yucatan”. Yahaira is 
currently revising this paper 
to prepare it to submission. 
Additionally, Yahaira has 
published two articles this 
year for Cuadernos de An-
tropología, at Universidad 
de Costa Rica. Her paper 
entitled “Las voces de la 
“Arqueología de Protesta”: 
Arqueología Social Latinoa-
mericana. Un análisis biblio-
métrico del Boletín de An-
tropología Americana”, ex-
plores the developmet of 

the theoretical movement 
Social Latin American Ar-
chaeology through the pu-
blications of Boletín de An-
tropología Americana. On 
the other hand “Fronteras 
cambiantes en el Golfo de 
Panamá: Aportes desde 
Análisis Instrumentales de 
Cerámica del Sitio Punta 
Zancadilla (PGL-100), Archi-
piélago de las Perlas”, pre-
sents the results of x-ray 
difraction and petrographic 
analysis of ceramics sherds 
from Pedro Gonzáles, and 
their implications for inter-
regional exchange.  
     On the other hand, Ya-
haira has been concluding 
her dissertation analysis and 

she is currently writing. This 
past summer she spent time 
at Laboratorio de Prospec-
ción Arqueológica at Uni-
versidad Nacional Autóno-

2019 Recipient: Yahaira Nuñez Cortéz  

Yahaira preparing samples for chemical resi-
due analysis at UNAM� 
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This past summer, Loretta 
Tucker traveled to Mexico 
for the first time with the 
help of the First Encounter 
Award. Loretta is a student 
of Dr. Marilyn Masson, and 
has been working with data 
from Mayapán to write her 
master’s paper on the distri-
bution of speleothem arti-
facts at Postclassic Mayapán 
households.   
     For three weeks from 
May through June, she trav-

elled with Dr. Masson and 
Dr. Bradley Russell, as well 
as undergraduate student 
Rachel Freeman and recent 
grad Dan Madigan. The 
group spent most of their 
time in Mérida and Tel-
chaquillo, with daytrips to 
other areas. Loretta worked 
organizing and recording 
artifacts from previous 
years’ excavations at the 
INAH lab, gaining valuable 
lab experience and familiar-
izing herself with the local 
artifact typologies. She es-
pecially worked with ground 
stone and shell artifacts, and 
was able to personally ex-
amine some of the speleo-
them artifacts she has been 
researching. The students 
also got some firsthand dig 
experience, spending two 
days working with an INAH 
dig team excavating several 
Maya housemounds. 
     When they weren’t busy 
in the lab, the group went 
on sightseeing daytrips in 
the region.  Loretta got to 
tour the archaeological sites 
of Chichen Itza, Uxmal, and 

Mayapán.  She was also able 
to visit the Gran Museo del 
Mundo Maya in Mérida and 
the Choco-Story chocolate 
museum/ecopark near Ux-
mal. The group spent sever-
al afternoons swimming in 
local cenotes, and even 
went spelunking through a 
cave system.  
     The trip also helped 
Loretta practice her Span-
ish, chatting with locals and 
generally being immersed in 
the language for the first 
time. One memorable ex-
change was when she met 
some vendors making chain-
maille jewelry in Mérida. 
Having experience making 
the same type of jewelry 
herself, at the vendors’ re-
quest she was able to pro-
vide English translations for 
the names of the patterns they 
were selling. 
     Loretta would like to 
thank the Institute for Mes-
oamerican Studies for mak-
ing this trip possible.  She 
would also like to thank Dr. 
Masson for her guidance 
and support.  

2019 Recipient: Loretta Tucker  

First Encounter Award 

 

The First  

Encounter 

Award allowed 

Loretta to travel 

to Mexico for 

the first time to 

familiarize  

herself with the 

material culture 

of the region’s 

ancient  

inhabitants. 

ma de México (UNAM), to 
learn and conduct soil 
chemical analysis from sam-
ples recovered at Lomas 
Entierros, her dissertation 
site. These analyses were 
funded by two grants from 
National Geographic Socie-
ty (Early Career Grant # HJ

-068ER-17 and Support for 
Women and Dependent 
Care-1338). At UNAM she 
had the opportunity to 
work with Dr. Luis Barba 
and his wonderful team. 
Additionally, this semester 
Yahaira has been teaching 
Household Archaeology at 

Universidad de Costa Rica. 
Returning home and giving 
back to new and young stu-
dents what she learned at 
UAlbany has been one of 
the most fulfilling and re-
warding experiences for 
her.  
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IMS Faculty Associates 

Louise Burkhart 

I have continued chipping 
away at the project on eight-
eenth-century Nahuatl Pas-
sion plays that I reported on 
in last year’s newsletter. This 
project involves an open-
access website, “Passion 
Plays of Eighteenth-Century 
Mexi-
co” (passionplaysofeighteent
hcenturymexico.omeka.net/),   
which will host transcrip-
tions and translations of six 
Nahuatl plays as well as four 
plays in Spanish and docu-
ments from a 1768 Inquisi-
tion investigations into the 
performance practice, and a 
book on the Nahuatl plays. 
As I am on sabbatical for the 
2019–2020 academic year, 
supported by a fellowship 
from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, I 
am making much faster pro-
gress. I am completing the 
draft translation of the play 
from Amacuitlapilco, More-
los, housed in the Archivo 
General de la Nación. I will 
then have complete working 
drafts of all the Nahuatl plays 
and will move on to compar-
ing them more systematical-

ly, planning out my book, 
and doing some writing for it 
during the spring semester. 
The electronic publishing 
project also includes Profes-
sor Daniel Mosquera of Un-
ion College, Dr. Rebecca 
Dufendach of the Getty Re-
search Center, and UAl-
bany’s Dr. Nadia Marín-
Guadarrama and doctoral 
candidate Abelardo de la 
Cruz de la Cruz, both cur-
rent or former De Cormier 
Scholarship winners. We are 
re-submitting a proposal to 
the National Endowment for 
the Humanities Scholarly 
Editions and Translations 
grant program in December, 
2019. Further development 
of our preliminary website 
awaits the outcome of that 
request for funding. 
     This past May 10–12, IMS 
Board Member John Freder-
ick Schwaller and I co-
hosted the Northeastern 
Group of Nahuatl Scholars 
conference at UAlbany’s 
Alumni House. The confer-
ence attracted almost fifty 
participants, including schol-
ars coming from Mexico, 

Poland, 

and Germany. 
The meeting 
was funded by 
the Institute for 
Mesoamerican 
Studies; the Of-
fice of the Vice 
President; the 
College of Arts 
and Sciences; 
the Depart-
ments of An-
thropology, His-
tory, and Latin 
American, Car-
ibbean, and U.S. Latino Stud-
ies; the Center for Interna-
tional Education and Global 
Strategy; and the Center for 
Research and Practice in 
Cultural Continuity at the 
University of Warsaw. 
In August I participated in a 
colloquium at the Univer-
sidad Nacional Autónoma de 
México entitled “In teo-
amoxtli in teotlahtolli In teo-
amoxtli in teotlahtolli: Nue-
vas miradas sobre los textos 
cristianos en lenguas 
indígenas del periodo novo-
hispano,” connected with 
the “Sermones en Mexi-
cano” research project head-

Nahuatl Passion Play. Amacuitlapilco, 
1757. AGN, Mexico. Photo by Nadia 

Marín Guadarrama� 

Colloquim at UNAM, with Bérénice Gail-
lemin and Agnieszka Brylak  

Dr. Burkhart with Nahuatl linguist Karen 
Dakin of UNAM  
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Jennifer Burrell’s co

-authored publica-

tion “Beyond the 

Migrant Caravan” 

was part of Cultur-

al Anthropology’s 

HotSports forum 

and was nominated 

for a AAA award 

for exemplary an-

thropology.  

Jennifer Burrell 

Dr. Burrell began the year 
with the publication of 
“Beyond the Migrant Cara-
van: Ethnographic Updates 
from Central America,” a 
collection of short articles 
she co-edited with her long-
time collaborator, Ellen 
Moodie, and published in 
Cultural Anthropology’s 
HotSpots – a forum that 
goes beyond the headlines 
to consider current events 
and pressing global issues 
from anthropologists and 
others on the scene:  
https://culanth.org/
fieldsights/series/behind-the-
migrant-caravan-
ethnographic-updates-from-
central-america. Authors 
included seasoned anthro-
pologists as well as emerg-
ing scholars, activists and a 
photographer from the re-
gion.  By the end of May, 
the collection had garnered 
more than 4000 hits from 
around the world, was in-
corporated into classrooms 
and global studies curricu-

lum and was nominated for 
a AAA award for exemplary 
anthropology. In this public-
oriented vein, Dr. Burrell 
spoke with many journalist 
and advocates, was occa-
sionally quoted in the news, 
and has ramped up her ex-
pert contributions to asy-
lum cases, mostly on behalf 
of people from Todos San-
tos (and more widely for 
Mam speakers and people 
from Huehuetenango) 
where she’s conducted 
fieldwork for many years.      
     Dr. Burrell continued 
research in Todos Santos 
Cuchumátan, Guatemala in 
June with Dr. Mounia El 
Kotni.  Burrell and El Kotni 
continue to work on the 
issue of corruption and anti-
corruption as well as devel-
opment, gender and repro-
duction.  This work was 
presented at the Society for 
Latin American and Carib-
bean Anthropology confer-
ences in Santo Domingo in 
April, and at the American 

Anthropological Association 
in Vancouver in November.  
Burrell and El Kotni contrib-
uted “Corruption, Waiting, 
Exhaustion” to the Cultural 
Anthropology collection, a 
piece about the hope im-
bued in the work of the 
now-defunct International 
Commission Against Impu-
nity in Guatemala (CICIG) 
by individuals employed 
and/or educated in a few 
different employment sec-
tors.  Several articles are 
under review and/or to be 
published in the coming 
year.   
     Dr. Burrell’s multi-sited 
research on new technolo-
gies and evidence in human 
rights investigations, in con-
junction with Drs. Kamari 
Clarke (Carleton U, Canada 
and UCLA) and Sarah Ken-
dall (Kent Law School, UK) 
continues in a number of 
locations.  In March, the 
team convened a two-day 
event at UCLA, Human 
Rights and Technology:  

Cañada de la Virgen archaeo-
logical site in Guanajuato  

ed by Dra. Berenice Alcán-
tara Rojas 
(sermonesenmexicano.unam
.mx/). UAlbany PhDs and 
former De Cormier schol-
arship awardees Ben Leem-
ing and Nadia Marín-
Guadarrama also presented 
at the coloquium and are 
participants in the ongoing 
sermon project. I spoke on 
the staging of the Last Sup-
per scene in the one of the 
most controversial aspects 
of the plays. I was also able 
to spend some time with 
Nahuatl linguist Karen Da-
kin of UNAM, with whom I 

first began studying Nahuatl 
in 1981. My husband, Brian 
Ladd, came along to Mexico 
and our other travels in-
cluded a great guided tour 
of the Cañada de la Virgen 
archaeological site in Gua-
najuato.  
     As usual, I attended the 
American Society for Ethno-
history conference, which 
this year was held at Penn 
State University in late Sep-
tember. I spoke on bodily-
care transactions between 
Jesus Christ and both Mary 
Magdalene and Veronica in 
the Passion plays. For the 

Pre-Columbian Society of 
New York, I presented an 
expanded, English version of 
the Last Supper talk, “This 
Tortilla is My Body: The 
Last Supper in Eighteenth-
Century Nahuatl Passion 
Plays,” on October 18. 
From there I traveled on to 
Philadelphia and Princeton 
to work with the original 
manuscripts of two of the 
Nahuatl Passions. It was 
great to meet them in per-
son, and I was able to re-
cover some text omitted or 
illegible on the images with 
which I had been working.  
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Joanna Dreby 

Over the past year, Joanna 
Dreby has started a new 
research project titled “The 
Aftermath: Enforcement Pol-
icies over the Life Course.” 
The project aims to docu-
ment how the lives of young 
adults who are U.S. citizens, 
have been impacted by immi-
gration enforcement over 
time. Today, enforcement is 
a key feature of U.S. immi-
gration policy and we know 
from research that there are 
serious, negative, effects on 
children, families and com-
munities. Yet because these 
tactics are relatively new, 
peaking just during the past 
decade, know little about the 
long-term, transnational con-
sequences of these policies. 
Joanna hopes to help docu-
ment how these policies 
impact U.S. citizens whose 
parents may have had inter-
actions with immigration, 
what Joanna is terming 
“enforcement episodes” but 

who are otherwise protect-
ed due to their citizen status.  
     Joanna presented about 
this work at the Annual Soci-
ological Association meeting 
in August together with an 
undergraduate student at 
Skidmore College, Wayner 
Jimbo, who shared his story 
of his father’s deportation to 
Ecuador when he was 9 
years old. Together they are 
working on writing an in-
depth account of one family’s 
experiences. Separately, Jo-
anna has been collecting in-
terviews from young adults 
born in New York State, but 
whose migrated from Mexi-
co, Guatemala and other 
parts of Latin America. Re-
ported enforcement epi-
sodes thus far range in sever-
ity from a traffic stop that, 
with the help of community 
members, did not end in 
deportation, to a case of the 
deportation of a young wom-
an’s father who ultimately 

died within a year of his de-
portation to Mexico due to 
lack of healthcare. Joanna is 
finding stories of extreme 
resiliency, and supportive 
transnational networks, 
along with clear examples of 
trauma that many young 
adults associate with these 
events. Many describe such 
events as being the source of 
great anxiety, as increasing 
the pressures they feel to 
succeed, and as making them 
question their feelings of 
belonging to the United 
States. 

Rethinking Evidence, jointly 
sponsored by the Promise 
Institute for Human Rights 
at UCLA Law School and 
the Department of Anthro-
pology.   The event featured 
Theresa Harris and Jonathan 
Drake of the Scientific Re-
sponsibility, Human Rights 
and Law Program, American 
Association for the Ad-
vancement of Sciences, pre-
senting their report, 
“Geospatial Evidence and 
Human Rights (2018),” a 
screening of “Truth Detec-
tives,” a film by Berlin-based 
filmmaker Anja Reiss, and a 
panel of expert interlocu-

tors.  From this event, a 
working group, Evidence 
and Justice in a Post-Truth 
World, emerged at UCLA 
and two upcoming 2020 
events will feature leading 
experts on legal evidence, 
forensic architecture, ar-
chiving and investigation.  In 
July, Burrell, Clarke and 
Kendall attended a four-day 
workshop on Forensic 
Search Technologies in 
Mexico City, organized by 
the Argentine Forensic An-
thropology team.  The 
workshop featured interna-
tional forensic search and 
technology experts as well 

as families of the missing in 
Mexico, academics and legal 
staff from offices of prosecu-
tors. 
     As the AAA liaison to 
the Human Rights coalition 
of the American Academy 
for the Advancement of 
Sciences, Dr. Burrell attend-
ed a conference at the 
AAAS in Washington, DC at 
the end of October.  The 
coalition brings together 
representatives from the 
scientific academies and 
disciplinary organizations in 
the US who are interested 
in human rights and social 
justice work. 

Joanna Dreby’s 

new research titled 

“The Aftermath: 

Enforcement  

Policies of the Life 

Course” explores 

how young U.S.  

citizen’s lives are 

impacted by the 

deportation of 

their parents and 

family members .  
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 John Justeson 

Justeson’s research contin-
ues to focus on Mesoameri-
can hieroglyphic writing, 
Mesoamerican historical 
linguistics, and Mesoameri-
can calendrics and astrono-
my, primarily in epi-Olmec, 
Zapotec, and Mayan hiero-
glyphic texts.  Much of his 
recent epigraphic research 
has been done in collabora-
tion with Terrence Kaufman, 
the leading scholar in Mesoa-
merican comparative linguis-
tics.  This year, the European 
Association of Mayanists 
(wayeb.org) released a me-
morial volume in honor of 
Alfonso Lacadena, in which 
Justeson and Kaufman pub-
lished an 80‑page analysis of 
the second longest epi‑Ol-
mec hieroglyphic text cur-
rently known, which is in-
scribed on the inner surface 
of a stone mask in Teoti-
huacan style.  This paper 
focuses on an analysis of the 
mask’s text, primarily inter-
nally and also by comparison 
with the other longest 
epi‑Olmec texts, on the La 
Mojarra Stela and on the 
Tuxtla Statuette.  It focuses 

on the structure of ritual 
presents the following re-
sults: 
     (1) It provides the first 
detailed exposition of a 
uniquely epi‑Olmec chrono-
logical cycle, the Circum-
nodal Venus Cycle (CNVC), 
which commensurates the 
Venus cycle, at a point near 
its maximum distance from 
the sun as evening star, with 
the appearance of solar or 
lunar eclipses.  Long term, 
the CNVC cycle consists of 
15 stations every 65 Venus 
cycles (about 104 solar 
years), at intervals of 3, 5, or 
8 Venus cycles (≈ 10, 17, or 
27 eclipse cycles).  On the 
mask text and on the La 
Mojarra stela, the Venus 
components of these cycles 
are implemented at multiples 
of a canonical Venus cycle of 
584 days. 
     (2) The mask text nar-
rates a ritual sequence that 
begins in the first Venus cy-
cle in a CNVC with a de-
tailed account of prepara-
tions for rituals whose focus 
is a captive.  This ritual is 
followed on the first Venus 

anniversary of the base with 
a more elaborate discussion 
of the drawing of blood from 
a (or the) captive, and later, 
on the next Venus anniver-
sary, with the sacrifice of a/
the captive.  The text ad-
dresses a prominent person 
who is a principal participant, 
plausibly a speaker, and plau-
sibly not the sacrificial victim. 
     (3) The three texts agree 
in elements of ritual acts 
involving blood sacrifice, and 
their sequencing, and in dif-
ferences between acts in-
volved in autosacrifice and 
those involved in the sacri-
fice of others’ blood.  For 
example, the blood of 
“prisoners” and “captives” 
was collected for later use in 
rituals, something not known 
for autosacrifice; conversely, 
drums are said to have been 
beaten before bloodletting in 
autosacrifice, but not when 
others’ blood is sacrificed.  
The main protagonist in sac-
rificial events spoke, at least 
sometimes narrating the 
spilling of his blood “on be-
half of others”.  

John Justeson’s 

research  

continues to  

analyze epi-

Olmec texts and 

their ritual and 

astronomical 

content.  

Walter Little 

Over the last year, Walter 
Little has pursued two prima-
ry research directions. One 
is the expansion of his re-
search on Guatemalan Maya 
weavers and textile vendors. 
What began as an explora-
tion of the transnational tex-

tile commerce of Guatema-
lan vendors selling hand-
woven items in Mexican 
tourism markets has evolved 
into a more holistic explora-
tion of the manufacture and 
consumption of textiles by 
Mayas themselves and by 

tourists and other consum-
ers, where Maya vendors in 
tourism marketplaces are 
making hard decisions about 
what to wear and sell to rep-
resent Maya identities while 
offering critiques of newer 
machine-manufactured Maya 
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clothing. It documents, the 
expansion of Maya clothing 
as expressions of ethnic and 
town-specific identity to its 
emergence of Maya fashion 
for Mayas. 
     As he wraps of the field 
research in Guatemala and 
Mexico on this project this 
coming year, Dr. Little antici-
pates completing a mono-
graph on this topic. So far 
this last year, he has present-
ed three presentations that 
map out potential directions 
this work could go: 
“Weaving a Livelihood and 
Building Social Capital” at the 
Society for Economic An-
thropology Annual Meeting 
in Orlando, FL on March 1, 
2019, “Maya Textile Identity 
Politics and Tourism Practice 
in Guatemala” at Hartwick 
College in Oneonta, NY on 
April 1, 2019, and “Fashion 
Wars: Textile Politics and 
Economy in Guatemala” at 

the Latin American Research 
Centre, University of Calgary 
on November 18, 2019. 
     Dr. Little’s other project 
relates to his now 19-year 
exploration of the spatial 
political-economy of Antigua 
Guatemala. Here, he ex-
plores the ways architectural 
and street regulations of a 
UNESCO World Heritage 
sites interplay with the eve-
ryday livelihoods of the peo-
ple who live, work, and visit 
Antigua. He published an 
article on this topic, 
     “The Practices and Poli-
tics of Heritage in Antigua 
Guatemala” in Anthropological 
Quarterly 91(4) and gave two 
presentation, “Spatial Econo-
mies and Extralegalities of 
Street Vendor Permissibility 
in Antigua Guatemala” at the 
118th American Anthropolo-
gical Association Annual 
Meeting in Vancouver, CA, 
on November 22 and 

“Extralegalities of Street Ven-
dor Permissibility in Antigua 
Guatemala” at the Informality 
and Development Workshop 
at The School of Architectu-
re, Planning, and Landscape 
at University of Calgary on 
November 19, 2019. Where 
the article in Anthropological 
Quartely focused on waterco-
lor artists who work on the 
street and two forthcoming 
articles on street vendors of 
food are anticipated to be 
published this year and the 
next, these two presentati-
ons in Canada focused on 
defining the space between 
informality and informality 
through the comparison of 
the work of Maya handicraft 
vendors, street food sellers, 
and watercolor artists, in 
order to develop a theory of 
urban spatial permissibility. 

Marilyn Masson 

Marilyn Masson has spent the 
past year on analysis and 
publications. For three weeks 
in May/June (2019), she un-
dertook a lab season on a 
faculty research grant from 
the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, accompanied by a 
team that included co-
director Bradley Russell, 
graduate student Loretta 
Tucker, and undergraduate 
students Dan Madigan and 
Rachel Freeman (shown in 
the photo in one of the local 

cenotes). M. Masson and 
project co-director Carlos 
Peraza are shown in the pho-
to below from 2019. The 
team finished analysis and 
photography from the 2018 
“Maya Life in Early Colo-
nial Yucatan” project, 
funded by National Geo-
graphic, focusing on the six-
teenth century rural mission 
sites of Yacman and Hunacti. 
A report will be prepared for 
Mexico’s Consejo de Arque-
ología in the Spring of 2020, 

and at the same time, the 
team will finish submitting 
scholarly articles stemming 
from this work. All of these 
efforts pave the way for 
grant preparation and sub-
mission in the Summer and 
Fall of 2020. The photo of 
teeth represent those of 
horse, found in the Colonial 
church of Hunacti; a pig ulna 
in the other photo was also 
from this early Colonial Maya 
site (thanks to Jessica Vav-
rasek for assisting us with the 

Walter Little 
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id)! A Colonial Maya compo-
site flake tool from Yacman 
is also among the photos. 
     With the help of under-
graduate intern Meghan Eig-
en, Dr. Masson has also ush-
ered forward the final anal-
yses of UAlbany’s 
“Underground Railroad 
Archaeology Project” in 
historical downtown Albany, 
which involved archaeologi-
cal field school excavations in 
the summers of 2017 and 
2018. She will prepare a re-
port on this research, also, in 
the Spring of 2020 for the 
Underground Railroad Histo-
ry Project of the Capital Re-
gion (Stephen and Harriet 
Myers site) and the Albany 
County Historical Society 
(Ten Broeck Mansion).  
     Dr. Masson spent much 
of the past year bringing two 
edited books into press and 
several articles and chapters 
submitted. The first book is 
titled The Real Business of 
Ancient Maya Exchange: 
From Farmers’ Fields to 
Rulers’ Realms, a 27 chap-
ter volume on the current 
frontiers of research into 
Prehispanic Maya political 
economies edited by M. Mas-
son, David Freidel, and Ar-
thur Demarest (University of 

Florida Press, expected in 
2020). The second book is 
titled Settlement, Econo-
my, and Society at Maya-
pan, Yucatan, Mexico, with 
18 chapters authored by 
international team members 
of the “Economic Founda-
tions of Mayapan Pro-
ject,” edited by M. Masson, 
Timothy Hare, Carlos Pera-
za, and Bradley Russell. This 
book will be published in 
English and Spanish by the 
Center for Comparative 
Archaeology at the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh and is ex-
pected in 2020. M. Masson 
and colleagues also submit-
ted book chapters on Maya-
pan’s urban life, foodways 
and its role as a resilient 
Maya state (and its after-
math) to three forthcoming 
books, Maya Worlds (S. 
Hutson & T. Ardren, eds., 
with T. Hare, C. Peraza), 
Her Cup for Sweet Cacao 
(T. Ardren, ed., with T. 
Hare, B. Russell), and Meso-
american Archaeology (L. 
Overholtzer, R. Joyce, J. 
Hendon, eds.). Two new 
journal articles were submit-
ted by Masson and col-
leagues in the Fall of 2019, 
including “Appropriation of 
Space and Mortuary Hybridi-

ty at a Remote Rural Chapel 
at the Early Colonial Maya 
Mission Site of Yacman, Yu-
catan, Mexico” (World Ar-
chaeology, with B. Russell, S. 
Serafin, C. Peraza) and 
“Social Identity and Dental 
Modification at the Postclas-
sic Maya Urban Center of 
Mayapan” (Cambridge Archae-
ological Journal, with S. Seraf-
in, C. Peraza), and “Burying 
the Dead during the Maya 
Postclassic…” (Journal of 
Anthropological Archaeology, 
with R. Rosenswig, M. 
Briggs). A fourth article will 
be submitted before January 
1 “Gradual Change of Colo-
nial Era Maya Pottery in the 
Context of Social Transfor-
mation (Latin American Antiq-
uity, with C. Peraza, W. Al-
varado).� 
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Verónica Pérez Ródriguez 

In August of this year I as-
sumed my current role as di-
rector of the Institute of Mes-
oamerican Studies. Through-
out the year I have continued 
to work with research collab-
orators on finalizing different 
analyses and publications from 
our Cerro Jazmín and Santo 
Domingo Tonaltepec projects. 
We have finalized the isotopic 
analyses of human remains 
recovered from burials exca-
vated at Cerro Jazmín be-
tween 2013-15. The results of 
this work, done in collabora-
tion with Corina Kellner 
(NAU’s Anthropology Paleodi-
et Stable Isotope Laboratory) 
and physical anthropologist 
Ricardo Higelín have been 
written and submitted for pub-
lication. Meanwhile, with Seth 
Brooks, a UAlbany anthropol-
ogy major, I have been work-
ing on understanding the spa-
tial distribution and context of 
figurine use and discard in pub-
lic and residential areas at 
Cerro Jazmín.  
     Work on the National Ge-
ographic funded project on the 
ethnoarchaeology of pottery-
making in Santo Domingo To-
naltepec also continues. In 
collaboration with Leah Minc 
from Oregon State Universi-
ty’s archaeometry laboratory, 
we got INAA results that 
characterize the clays current-
ly used by Tonaltepec potters. 
We haved compared these 
chemical results with previous-
ly analyzed archaeological sam-
ples. Preliminary results indi-
cate that Tonaltepec was not 
the site where Postclassic fine 
cream pottery was made, as 
previously suggested by re-
searchers like Ron Spores, but 
instead the clays more closely 

align with archaeological sam-
ples of Yucuita Tan wares and 
Orange wares. We are cur-
rently writing up these results 
as additional sand temper sam-
ples are being analyzed at 
OSU, also using Instrumental 
Neutron Activation Analysis.    
     In April I attended the an-
nual meetings of the Society 
for American Archaeology and 
stemming from a session I 
organized for this conference I 
am working with Shanti Morell
-Hart (McMaster University) 
and Stacie King (Indiana Uni-
versity) on an edited volume 
on the history and archaeology 
of Oaxacan cuisine. Also, I am 
(still) working on bringing to 
fruition the publication of our 
book titled “La Epopeya de la 
Mixteca: cómo se hicieron y re
-hicieron las sociedades com-
plejas en la Mixteca Alta.” This 
book was written in collabora-
tion with my friend and col-
league Verenice Heredia from 
the Colegio de Michoacán and 
is intended for a Spanish-
speaking audience who wishes 
to learn about the latest ar-
chaeological and ethnohistoric 
studies on this highland region 
of Oaxaca. My coauthor and I 
are currently in negotiations 
between the Colegio de Mi-
choacán and the Oaxaca-based 
publisher Ediciones 1450 to 
bring about the publication of 
this book, hopefully with some 
color illustrations, in the com-
ing year.  
     During the fall of this year 
and from October 31 to No-
vember 2 I travelled to New 
York City to collaborate, again 
this year, with the American 
Museum of Natural History in 
their Day of the Dead celebra-
tions. In the company of 

Charles Spencer, 
Curator of Mexican 
and Central Ameri-
can Archaeology, we 
ran an archaeology 
station that engaged 
the greater public, 
kids and adults, to 
teach about how 
ancient Mesoameri-
can societies buried 
their dead and en-
gaged with the idea 
of death. They also 
got to learn about 
atlatls. During my 
stay at the American 
Museum I also got 
to preview and vet 
the content of the 
altares and ofrendas 
that the Museum 
created, with the 
help of some very 
talented Mexican 
artists for some ex-
tinct animals being 
honored by the Mu-
seum. Among the 
extinct animals being 
honored this year 
was my kids’ favorite 
dinosaur, the T. Rex. 
On personal note, I 
loved engaging with 
kids and the greater 
public to share infor-
mation about how 
Mesoamerican soci-
eties engaged with 
their dead in ways 
that are very different from 
ours. Many people were sur-
prised about the idea of bury-
ing your dead relatives at 
home, but once I explained a 
bit more the benefits of this 
practice and its cultural con-
text may expressed surprise 
about not thinking about the 
issue differently before.  

Altar to extinct species at the American 
Museum of Natural History Day of the 

Dead Celebration 

Dr. Pérez Rodríguez during the Day of 
the Dead celebration at the american 

Museum of Natural History  
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Robert Rosenswig had another 
busy year that included begin-
ning fieldwork for the National 
Science Foundations (NSF) 
Archaeology Division grant 
that he announced getting in 
last year’s IMS Newsletter. 
This 3-year project is docu-
menting mobile foragers in 
Mesoamerica before perma-
nent villages were established, 
ceramic containers were used 
or people based their diet on 
agriculture in the Maya region. 
The Belize Archaic Project 
(BAP) was undertaken from 
June to August of 2019. Dr. 
Rosenswig was accompanied 
by current UAlbany graduate 
students Yahaira Nuñez, Anto-
nio Martínez and Morgan 
Marx, former graduate student 
Sean Higgins and former 
undegrad Ana Cerquera as 

well as Uni-
versity of 
Michigan 
graduate stu-
dent Laura 
Bossio. Dur-
ing this 7-
week field 
season ~4500 
augur holes 
were dug, 
documenting 
distinctive 
orange soils 
associated 
with Archaic-
period occu-
pation in 91 of 
them. Then, 
we excavated 
at four of the 
newly docu-
mented sites, 
collecting 

stone tools and botanical re-
mains to reconstruct forager 
adaptation. The field season 
was a resounding success! 
�����Then, while still in the field 
in early August, Dr. Rosenswig 
received word that he had 
been awarded a second NSF 
grant for this project. This is a 
five-year, $1.6M interdiscipli-
nary award from NSF’s Dynam-
ics of Integrated Socio-
Environmental Systems (CNH2) 
program. The grant, titled 
“Climate Change and the Cou-
pled Dynamics of Tropical 
Forest Ecology and Human 
Food Production,” builds on 
the Archaeology Division pro-
ject to examine how drying 
environmental conditions af-
fect human subsistence prac-
tices and how intensified food 
production, in turn, affect local 
vegetation patterns. Food pro-
duction is long-acknowledged 
as setting the stage for virtual-
ly all subsequent cultural de-
velopments by increasing the 
carrying capacity of land, the 
degree of sedentism that is 
possible as well as greater 
population density. Climate 
modeling, environmental re-
construction and archaeologi-
cal inference of human adapta-
tion will be used to evaluate 
the long-term relationships 
among these factors and 
changing socio-environmental 
dynamics. This study will pro-
vide insights to the experience 
of thousands of generations of 
human responses to environ-
mental change and potential 
guidance so that future gener-
ations can be more resilient to 
major environmental changes. 

This research advances basic 
understanding of interactions 
between how human popula-
tions feed themselves and 
tropical forest ecology in re-
sponse to profound environ-
mental change. 
�����Upon returning to Albany, 
the CNH2 grant garnered 
local media attention, making 
the front page of the Albany 
Times Union newspaper on 
September 4th and being an-
nounce by Congressman Paul 
Tonko in the context of local 
research studying climate 
change. Dr. Rosenswig is al-
ready busy organizing collabo-
rations with UAlbany co-
Investigators Mathias Vuille in 
the Department of Atmos-
pheric Sciences and Karin 
Reinhold in the Department of 
Mathematics as well as col-
leagues at Arizona State Uni-
versity, University of Califor-
nia, Santa Barbara and Central 
Washington University for the 
years of research that lie 
ahead. 
������As work on the Belize pro-
ject gears up, Rosenswig is 
publishing on the Izapa project. 
A paper came out in Latin 
American Antiquity early in 2019 
and he delivered a lecture to 
the DC Prehispanic Society in 
September. Further, with a 
sabbatical during Spring 2020 
semester, he plans to write 
three more journal articles 
and film a episode for the Dis-
covery Chanel on the Izapa 
lidar project. Then back to 
Belize in June for the BAP 
2020… 

Robert Rosenswig 

Belize Archaic Project 2019 with excavations 
underway and an example of a distinctive con-
stricted uniface tool used by Archaic-period 

Rosenswig at an augur hole 
with a handful of the orange 
soil that contains Archaic-
period remains. 
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Oklahoma. 

John Schwaller 

The highlight of 2019 for 
John F. Schwaller was the 
publication of The Fifteenth 
Month: Aztec History in the 
Rituals of Panquetzaliztli by 
the University of Oklahoma 
Press.  This work reevaluates 
material that has been used 
by countless other authors, 
namely works by Diego Du-
ran and Bernardino de Saha-
gun regarding the rituals of 
the Mexica (Aztec) solar 
calendar.  Yet in focusing on 
one of the eighteenth 
months of the Mexica year,   
Schwaller has begun to ex-
pand the content to look not 
just at the details of the cele-
brations of the month, but 
what those celebrations can 
tell modern scholars about 
other aspects of Mexica his-
tory.  Just as Christmas or 
Passover ritually recreate 
moments in Christian and 
Jewish history, so the cere-
monies of Panquetzaliztli 
recreate milestones in Mexi-
ca history.  In particular, 
Schwaller sees the celebra-
tions of the month as firmly 
proclaiming Mexica domi-
nance in the culture of cen-
tral Mexico.   
     For the eleventh consecu-
tive year, Schwaller, along 
with Prof. Louise Burkhart, 
organized the Northeastern 
Group of Nahuatl Scholars 
conference.  This annual con-
ference was once again held 
on the University at Albany 
campus.  It attracted some 
fifty scholars from all over 
the world, including special-
ists from Mexico, Poland, and 
Germany.  The meeting was 
clearly one of the best at-
tended thus far.  Papers cov-
ered the whole range of top-
ics of interest to specialists in 

Nahuatl and Aztec studies. 
Over the summer, Schwaller 
conducted research in Mexi-
co City thanks to support 
from the University at Alba-
ny.  In a successful proposal 
to the faculty research 
awards program, Schwaller 
received a FRAP-A seed 
grant to spend just over a 
month in research.  In partic-
ular he is planning a book 
that will present the most 
recent developments in Mex-
ica History.  While hardly a 
year goes by without a new 
monograph or other profes-
sional study of the Mexica, 
most of these works are 
ahistorical: that is, they take 
a snapshot of the Mexica at a 
point in time and analyze 
some particular aspect of the 
civilization, such as the mer-
chants, funerary objects, or 
lithic traditions.  Very few 
books have presented the 
historical development of the 
Mexica from the time they 
were nomadic hunters and 
gatherers, up to the founda-
tion of the Aztec Empire, and 
then the Spanish conquest 
and its aftermath.  Indeed, 
only one book takes a full 
historic approach, by Nigel 
Davies.  Unfortunately, it was 
published in the 1970s and 
based on earlier research.  In 
the last five decades, hun-
dreds of titles have appeared 
using new and innovative 
methodologies to reevaluate 
Mexica history.  In a work of 
synthesis of this long re-
search tradition, Schwaller 
plans a comprehensive histo-
ry of the Mexica.  The re-
search conducted included 
work at the library of the 
National Museum of Anthro-
pology and in the Archivo 

General de la Nación.  
Additional work includ-
ed private visits to the 
two main archeological 
sites in Mexico City: the 
Templo Mayor, under 
the direction of Leonar-
do López Luján, and 
Tlatelolco, under the 
direction of Salvador Guil-
liem Arroyo. 
     Schwaller’s on-going re-
search project is a major 
study of the Catholic devo-
tion of the Stations of the 
Cross.  The book has been 
tentatively accepted by the 
University of Oklahoma 
Press.  It will trace the devel-
opment of the Stations of the 
Cross from Medieval Europe 
to its importation to Mexico.  
The devotion is a relatively 
recent addition to the Cath-
olic Church, having received 
papal approval as late as 
1731.  The devotion fell on 
fertile soil in Mexico where it 
was strongly embraced by 
both colonists and natives 
alike.  In the late seventeenth
-century a Franciscan friar, 
Agustín de Vetancurt, pub-
lished a Nahuatl version of 
the prayers and meditations 
for the devotion.  In his 
book, Schwaller looks at the 
cultural environment of the 
seventeenth century in Mexi-
co and how the Stations of 
the Cross played an im-
portant role.  He also pre-
sents a translation and analy-
sis of the Nahuatl text.  The 
work under study is unique 
because it is a manuscript 
copy of a printed book.  Un-
like the original, the copy had 
small drawings to illustrate 
the work.  Schwaller also studies 
the content and implications of 
the drawings. 
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Lauren Clemens 

 

/Ŷ�:ƵŶĞ͕�ϮϬϭϵ͕��ƌ͘��ůĞŵĞŶƐ͕�
ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĨŽƌŵĞƌ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ�
ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ͕��ƌ͘�'ĞŽƌŐĞ��ĂƌŽŶ�
�ƌŽĂĚǁĞůů͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�/D^-
ĂĸůŝĂƚĞĚ�WŚ��^ƚƵĚĞŶƚ�:ĂͲ
ŵŝůůćŚ�ZŽĚƌŝŐƵĞǌ͕�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ�
Ă�ƐǇŵƉŽƐŝƵŵ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƚŽƉŝĐ�ŽĨ�
ůŝŶŐƵŝƐƟĐ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝĂƐƉŽƌĂ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�>ŝŶŐƵŝƐͲ
ƟĐƐ�^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ͛Ɛ�
^ƵŵŵĞƌ�/ŶƐƟƚƵƚĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝͲ
ǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ͕��ĂǀŝƐ͘�
dŚĞ�ƐǇŵƉŽƐŝƵŵ�ǁĂƐ�ƐƉŽŶͲ
ƐŽƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƚ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�E^&�ŐƌĂŶƚ�
ĂǁĂƌĚĞĚ�ƚŽ��ƌ͘��ůĞŵĞŶƐ�ƚŽ�
ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ŵƵůƟĚŝƐĐŝƉůŝŶĂƌǇ�
ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƟǀĞƐ�ŽŶ�ŵŝŶŽƌŝƚǇ�
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĚŝĂƐƉŽƌĂ͘���
ƚĞĂŵ�ĨƌŽŵ��ůďĂŶǇ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�
ŽŶ�ŵƵůƟůŝŶŐƵĂů�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƉĂůĂ�
dƌŝƋƵŝ�ĚŝĂƐƉŽƌĂ͘ 
�����>ŝŶŐƵŝƐƟĐ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝĂƐͲ
ƉŽƌĂ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƌĞƉƌĞͲ
ƐĞŶƚƐ�Ă�ŶĞǁ�ĂƌĞĂ�ŽĨ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�
ĨŽƌ��ƌ͘��ůĞŵĞŶƐ͕�ǁŚŽ�ŝƐ�ĐŽŵͲ
ƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ĮĞůĚ�ĞǆƉĞͲ

ƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�;dĂŚŝƟĂŶ�ŝŶ�dĂŚŝƟ͕�
<ĂƋĐŚŝŬĞů�ĂŶĚ�YΖĂŶũŽďΖĂů�ŝŶ�
'ƵĂƚĞŵĂůĂ͕�ĂŶĚ��ŚΖŽů�ŝŶ�
DĞǆŝĐŽͿ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�
ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝĂƐƉŽƌĂ�ĂŶĚ�
ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂůůǇ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞĚ�ĐŽŵŵƵͲ
ŶŝƟĞƐ�;EŝƵĞĂŶ�ŝŶ�EĞǁ��ĞĂͲ
ůĂŶĚ͕�ĂŶĚ��ŽƉĂůĂ�dƌŝƋƵŝ�ŝŶ�
KĂǆĂĐĂ��ŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬͿ�ŝŶ�
ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƌĞ-ĞǆĂŵŝŶĞ�ĐŽŶͲ
ĐĞƉƚƐ�ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�͚ĮĞůĚǁŽƌŬ͕͛�
͚ƚŚĞ�ĮĞůĚ͕͛�ĂŶĚ�͚ƚŚĞ�ĮĞůĚ�
ǁŽƌŬĞƌ͛�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚ�ŽĨ�
ůŝŶŐƵŝƐƟĐ�ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝĂƐƉŽƌĂ�
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘��ƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĂŶ�ŝŶͲ
ĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ŝŶ�ŝŶǀŽůƵŶƚĂƌŝůǇ�ĚŝƐͲ
ƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ǁŽƌůĚǁŝĚĞ͕�ůŝŶͲ
ŐƵŝƐƚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐŝŶŐůǇ�ǁŽƌŬͲ
ŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�Ăƚ-ƌŝƐŬ�
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĚŝĂƐƉŽƌĂ�ĐŽŵͲ
ŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ďĞƐƚ�
ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ůŝŶŐƵŝƐƟĐ�ĮĞůĚ�
ǁŽƌŬ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŵĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�
Ă�ŚŽŵŽŐĞŶŽƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĞŶƚƌĂůͲ
ŝǌĞĚ�ƐƉĞĞĐŚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŝƐ�ƵŶůŝŬĞůǇ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŇĞĐƚ�
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƉŽŬĞŶ�ŝŶ�ĚŝĂƐƉŽƌĂ�

ĐŽŶƚĞǆƚƐ͘�/Ŷ�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ͕��ƌ͘�
�ůĞŵĞŶƐ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǁŽƌŬ�
ĂƐ�Ă�ŐƵĞƐƚ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
,ƵŵĂŶŝƟĞƐ��ŽƌƌŝĚŽƌ�tŽƌŬͲ
ƐŚŽƉ͗��ĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ZĞĨƵŐĞĞ�>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ��ŽŵͲ
ŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�^ƚĂƚĞ�
Ăƚ��ŽƌŶĞůů�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͘ 
������ƌ͘��ůĞŵĞŶƐ�ŚĂƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞĞŶ�
ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŶŐ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞůǇ�
ǁŝƚŚ�WŚ��ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�:ĂŵŝůůćŚ�
ZŽĚƌŝŐƵĞǌ�ŽŶ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƟŶŐ�
ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇǌŝŶŐ�ŐƌĂŵŵĂƟĐĂů�
ƚŽŶĞ�ŝŶ��ŽƉĂůĂ�dƌŝƋƵŝ�
;KƚŽŵĂŶŐƵĞĂŶͿ͘�dŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ƚƌĂǀĞůůĞĚ�ƚŽ�KĂǆĂĐĂ��ŝƚǇ͕�
DĞǆŝĐŽ�ƚŽ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�
ĚĂƚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶ�ƟĞƐ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�dƌŝƋƵŝ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�
ƚŚĞƌĞ͘�/Ŷ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ͕�ZŽĚƌŝŐƵĞǌ�
ĂŶĚ��ůĞŵĞŶƐ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�
͞dŽŶĞ�ŽǀĞƌůĂǇ�ŝŶ��ŽƉĂůĂ�
dƌŝƋƵŝ͗�EŽŵŝŶĂů�ĐŽŵƉŽƵŶĚƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐǇŶƚĂĐƟĐ�ĚŽŵĂŝŶƐ͟�
Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŶŶƵĂů�DĞĞƟŶŐ�ŽŶ�
WŚŽŶŽůŽŐǇ�Ăƚ�^ƚŽŶǇ��ƌŽŽŬ�
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�

Dr. Clemens  

continues her 

linguistic work 

on Mesoameri-

can languages 

(Kaqchikel, 

Q’anjob’al and 

Triqui) as well 

as Tahitian, 

while engaging 

students in  

linguistic  

research with 

diaspora  

communities in 

the Albany  

area. 

Field methods students present to members of the Copala Triqui community 
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ĂƐ�͞�ĞƐĐĞŶƐŽ�ƚŽŶĂů�Ǉ�ůĂ�ĨŽƌͲ
ŵĂĐŝſŶ�ĚĞ�ĐŽŵƉƵĞƐƚŽƐ�ŶŽŵŝͲ
ŶĂůĞƐ�ĞŶ�Ğů�ƚƌŝƋƵŝ�ďĂũŽ͟�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�
�ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ŽŶ�/ŶĚŝŐĞŶŽƵƐ�
>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ�ŽĨ�>ĂƟŶ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂ�
;�/>>��/yͿ͕�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�dĞǆĂƐ�
Ăƚ��ƵƐƟŶ͘ 
�����dƵƌŶŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�DĂͲ
ǇĂŶ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ͕��ƌ͘��ůĞŵĞŶƐ�
ĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ�ŽŶ�DĂǇĂŶ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ZŽƵƚůĞĚŐĞ�,ĂŶĚďŽŽŬ�ŽĨ�
EŽƌƚŚ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�>ĂŶŐƵĂŐĞƐ�
ǁĂƐ�ƉƵďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘�^ŚĞ�
ĂůƐŽ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞĚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ĚĞƌŝǀĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǀĞƌď-ŝŶŝƟĂů�ǁŽƌĚ�
ŽƌĚĞƌ�ŝŶ��Ś͛Žů�;DĂǇĂŶͿ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�

ŝŶǀŝƚĞĚ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�Ă�Ăƚ�
dŽŬǇŽ͛Ɛ�/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů��ŚƌŝƐƟĂŶ�
hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŝŶ�DĂǇ͘ 
 &ŝŶĂůůǇ͕�ƚŚŝƐ�&Ăůů͕��ŽƉĂůĂ�
dƌŝƋƵŝ�ǁĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�
ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ��ƌ͘��ůĞŵĞŶƐ͛�
ĮĞůĚ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ�ĐůĂƐƐ͘�dŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�
ŽďũĞĐƟǀĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉͲ
ƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĐŽůůĞĐƚ�ƉƌŝŵĂƌǇ�
ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚ�
ǁŽƌŬ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŶĂƟǀĞ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌ�ŽĨ�
Ă�ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĚŽ�ŶŽƚ�
ƐƉĞĂŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽďĂďůǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŶĞǀͲ
Ğƌ�ĞǀĞŶ�ĞŶĐŽƵŶƚĞƌĞĚ͘�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�
ĂƌĞ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ůŝŶŐƵŝƐͲ

ƟĐ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐůĂƐƐ͕�ďƵƚ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚŝŶŬ�ĐƌŝƟĐĂůůǇ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ĞƚŚŝĐĂů�
ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŵŝŶŽƌŝƚǇ�
ƐƉĞĞĐŚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕��ƚ�ƚŚĞ�
ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵƌƐĞ�ǁĞ�ŝŶǀŝƚĞ�
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƉĂůĂ�dƌŝƋƵŝ�
ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĐĂŵͲ
ƉƵƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ͕�ƚŚĂŶŬ�
ƚŚĞŵ�ĨŽƌ�ƐŚĂƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ůĂŶͲ
ŐƵĂŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŝŶǀĂůƵĂďůĞ�
ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĐƵƌƌŝĐƵůƵŵ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�Ă�
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀĞ�ƐĞŵĞƐƚĞƌ͘�  

IMS affiliates Dr. Clemens and Jamilläh Rodriguez in Oaxaca 
City, Mexico. 

Undergraduate linguistics major Jenna Terrelle giving a Copala 
Triqui language-maintenance game to children of the Copala 
Triqui community 

IMS Student Associates 

Rebecca Dinkel 

Becky is a doctoral candidate 
in linguistics. Her dissertation 
entitled The Materiality of 
Metaphor in Mayan Hiero-
glyphic Texts examines how 
metaphors in pre-Columbian 
Mayan texts materialize differ-
ently in the modalities of writ-
ing and art. The project uses a 
mixed-methodology corpus 

approach that integrates dis-
course analysis with corpus 
linguistics. The project is di-
vergent from other interpre-
tative approaches of pre-
Columbian Mayan texts be-
cause it actively engages such 
linguistic methodologies. Spe-
cifically, the project examines 
how a metaphor that de-

scribes and depicts Mayan 
rulers as trees materializes 
differently in the different 
modalities of writing and art. 
In writing, she has found the 
metaphor correlates with 
distinct grammatical forms 
whereas in art, the metaphor 
materializes with the superim-
position or fusion of human 
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Antonio after 

excavating a 

test pit in 

northern  

Belize. 

Becky  

... 

body parts and 
plant parts. The 
metaphor also 
expresses distinct 
semantic structure 
when expressed in 
the different mo-
dalities. The pro-
ject also examines 
how the metaphor 

varies across space and time, 
and what this can tell us about 
the history of pre-Columbian 
Mayan society. Her disserta-
tion work has implications for 
a reinterpretation of writing 
on Mayan vases, and for meta-
phor theory broadly, situating 
metaphor use in its social 
context. 
     She presented her disser-
tation results at several con-
ferences this year. She pre-
sented some of her results on 

how metaphor materializes in 
images in Mayan hieroglyphic 
texts at the 2019 Visual Re-
search Conference. She also 
presented her results on the 
shifting meanings of meta-
phors in Mayan hieroglyphic 
texts at the 2019 American 
Anthropological Annual Meet-
ing on a panel about the glob-
al dynamics of indigenous art 
and expressive culture. She 
also presented the results on 
the grammar of metaphors in 
Mayan hieroglyphic texts at 
the 2019 Society for the Study 
of Indigenous Languages of 
the Americas Conference. She 
will present more of her visu-
al analysis at the 2020 Society 
for the Study of Indigenous 
Languages of the Americas 
Conference this January. 

     As part of the Albany Co-
pala Triqui Working Group, 
Becky has received the Presi-
dent’s Award for Exemplary 
Public Engagement awarded 
by the University at Albany, 
SUNY for the group’s work 
with the Triqui community in 
the Capital Region. She has 
also received a grant to con-
tinue to examine clause link-
age types in Copala Triqui. 
Currently, she has expanded 
her research on Copala 
Triqui’s syntactic causative to 
examine other clause linkage 
types that also do not show 
all of the normal properties of 
subordination or coordina-
tion. 

Antonio Martínez Tuñón 
This year Antonio finished his 
first year as doctoral student. 
He worked as a Teacher As-
sistant for an Introduction to 
Archaeology course teaching 
independent sections. This 
was Antonio’s first experience 
teaching at a US institution 
and it was really rewarding.  
     In April, Antonio attended 
the 84th Annual Meeting of the 
Society for American Archae-
ology in Albuquerque, NM. 
There, Antonio presented 
results of an archaeological 
survey performed in the sum-
mer of 2018 as part of the 
Tonaltepec Ethnoarchaeologi-
cal Project, which relates the 
settlement history of this pe-
ripheral area in the Mixteca 
Alta with craft production and 
the politics of the broader 
region. 
     During the summer, Anto-
nio traveled to Belize along 

with other students to work 
with Dr. Rob Rosenswig in 
the Belize Archaic Project. He 
conducted pedestrian surveys 
and excavated test pits in 
search of Archaic sites  
     In the Fall, Antonio was 
appointed as the Graduate 
Assistant for the Institute for 
Mesoamerican Studies. He has 
learned a lot of the great 
work this Institute does to 
further the knowledge of his 
home region.   
     Antonio also continues to 
analyze data. His love for 
maps has led him to learn 
different spatial analyses that 
he is applying for different 
research purposes. One of 
these analyses compares dif-
ferent methodologies to cal-
culate Least Cost Paths to 
identify communication routes 
between the Gulf of Mexico 
and the Soconusco region 

during the Formative period. 
This work explores the cul-
tural implications of not fol-
lowing the “optimal route.”  
     Another analysis Antonio 
is undertaking is focused on 
exploring the spatial correla-
tion between archaeological 
sites and severe erosion in 
the Mixteca Alta of Oaxaca. 
This analysis is still in pro-
gress, but preliminary results 
are very promising in support 
the idea that today’s erosion 
is, at least in part, result of 
the collapse of the extensive 
terrace systems built by the 
preHispanic Mixtecs due to 
the lack of maintenance that 
resulted from the population 
decrease in the region after 
the Spanish conquest.  

Becky is a doc-

toral candidate 

working on 

how pre-

Columbian 

Mayan texts 

materialize  

differently in 

the modalities 

of writing and 

art. 
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The DeCormier 

Scholarship 

Fund continues 

to make  

important  

contributions to 

the study of 

Mesoamerican 

societies and 

the training of 

the next  

generation of 

Mesoamerican 

scholars. 

IMS is grateful for the numerous small donations that we 
regularly receive from current and former IMS faculty 
and students, and from friends of Mesoamerican studies 
generally. This kindness and generosity are what sup-
ports IMS-sponsored activities. 
 
The Christopher DeCormier Fellowship Fund was creat-
ed in 1978 to honor the memory of Chris DeCormier—
a dedicated anthropology student—by providing field 
research assistance to other young scholars. For almost 
40 years now, this fund has supported dissertation field 
work by graduate students in Mesoamerican studies, 
often a basis for pilot studies that have led to successful 
applications for larger external grants (and sometimes 
enough to complete dissertation work). By enabling out-
standing graduate students to complete their research, 
the fund compliments the Institute’s mission to promote the development of new genera-
tions of Mesoamerican scholars. 
 
For those who are able, your tax-deductible contributions can help to support this im-
portant part of the infrastructure for Mesoamerican research at UAlbany. Donations to the 
Institute for Mesoamerican Studies, the Christopher DeCormier Fellowship Fund, or to the 
Mesoamerica Endowment Fund can be sent by check to the Institute for Mesoamerican 
Studies at the address on the left.  

Giving to IMS: Support the DeCormier  Scholarship Fund  

IMS has three publication series.  
 
The IMS Monograph Series (http://www.albany.edu/ims/monographs.html) is intended primar-
ily for the dissemination of descriptive studies requiring large-format images.  
 
 
IMS Studies on Culture and Society (http://www.albany.edu/ims/culture&soc.html ) tends to be 
more interpretive works. Volumes in these series are distributed by the University Press of 
Colorado, alongside its respected Mesoamerican Worlds series.  
 
 
The IMS Occasional Publications Series (http://www.albany.edu/ims/occ_pubs.html) are tech-
nical reports, published on demand or available for download on the IMS website; For more 
information please contact us at ims@albany.edu, or by telephone at (518) 442-4722.  
 
 
To order books from the IMS Monograph Series or the IMS Studies on Culture and Society, 
please visit http://www.upcolorado.com/  

IMS Publications 
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If you would like to share 
projects with the IMS com-
munity or update your cur-
rent profiles, please contact 
us at ims@albany.edu . 
 
 
We are also looking for 
pictures for the new 
webpages and our Facebook 
page, so please share your 
best shot from the field with 
us! You can email your pic-
tures or post them on our 
Facebook page: 
(www.facebook.com/
IMSUAlbany) 

Recent publications 
 
ON BEING MAYA AND GETTING BY: HERITAGE POLITICS AND COMMUNITY DE-
VELOPMENT IN YUCATAN by Sarah Taylor, to be published in July 2018, Institute for 
Mesoamerican Studies and the University of Colorado Press. 
 
 
BASIC K’ICHEE’ GRAMMAR (Revised Edition) by James L. Mondloch, published in 2017, 
Institute for BASIC K’ICHEE’ GRAMMAR (Revised Edition) by James L. Mondloch, pub-
lished in 2017, Institute for Mesoamerican Studies and the University of Colorado Press. 
 
 
INDIGENOUS BODIES/MAYA MINDS: RELIGION AND MODERNITY IN A TRANSNA-
TIONAL K’ICHE’ COMMUNITY by C. James MacKenzie, published in 2016, Institute for 
Mesoamerican Studies and the University of Colorado Press. 

 
The Institute for Mesoamerican Studies (IMS) is a nonprofit scholarly research center ded-
icated to the study and dissemination of knowledge about the ancient and modern peoples 
and cultures of Mesoamerica (Mexico and Central America).  
 
Since 1975, IMS helps coordinate the work of the Mesoamerican faculty at the University 
at Albany – SUNY. We have the largest number of full-time Mesoamericanists of any insti-
tution north of Mexico, and our members are among the most active and prominent 
scholars in the field of Mesoamerican anthropology. The primary activities of IMS are re-
search and publication. 


