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Mark your calendar for Monday, 

November 28th as there will be 

a special presentation given by 

Dr. Helen Caldicott, a world   

renowned environmental and 

anti-nuclear activist. She is the 

founder of Physicians for Social 

Responsibility, as well as the  

author of numerous books       

including If You Love This   

Planet.  She will be discussing 

her views on human threats to 

the Earth, with a focus on       

nuclear energy and climate 

change.  

There will also be a response 

panel featuring Peter M. Iwanowicz, Assistant Vice President of 

the American Lung Association (and former director of the NYS 

Office of Climate Change, and John  

Silvernail, MD, Director of the       

Emergency Epidemiology Program at 

the NYS Department of Health.  

The event is being co-sponsored by the 

School of Public Health and Office of 

International Education with funding        

assistance provided by UAS. 

The program, which is free and open to 

the public, will be held at 7:00 PM in 

the Recital Hall at the Performing Arts 

Center on November 28.  After the 

event, there will be a book sale and 

signing along with light refreshments.  



Did you know that UAlbany recycles over 
500 tons of  material a year??? 
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Wrap Up of  Sustainability Week  
The week of November 14 to 19 was Sustainability Week at UAlbany. Events took place each 

day on various themes which illustrated sustainable practices and information on how the 

campus community can become more environmentally friendly.  

Monday, the 14th, was Destination Green, our day devoted to alterna-

tive transportation. Representatives from CDTA, UAlbany Shuttle, 

Hertz on Demand, and Albany Bike Rescue gathered in the Campus 

Center lobby from 10 am to 2 pm. At 12 pm, in the Assembly Hall, there 

was an information session on carpooling and car sharing, entitled “Don’t 

Drive Alone.”  This program demonstrated how to register and use our free 

carpooling service.  There was also a question and answer session about 

car sharing.  If you missed this program, you can still sign up for either 

program.  Go to www.IPool2.org and register using your UAlbany email to 

get put in our carpool matching service.  It is also free to sign up to be a car 

share member.  Go to www.hertzondemand.com to join. The fee to rent a 

car under this program is $8 per hour 

which includes gas.  You must be 18 

with a valid license to participate.   

 

At 7 pm, in the SEFCU lobby, members of the Albany 

Bike Rescue, Albany Bike Coalition and the UPD Bike 

Patrol answered questions about winter biking and 

demonstrated some maintenance techniques (see picture 

at right).  

 

Tuesday was America Recycles Day, a nationwide event 

and UAlbany took part as well. The Green Scene Team 

was in the Campus Center asking recycling trivia       

questions and handing out prizes (see picture at left).   

Also that day, the University sponsored an electronics    

recycling collection in the State Quad student parking lot, 

which was also open to the public.  This was so popular 

that the recycling company had to call in for extra pallets 

based on the amount of items we collected.  See pictures of 

our haul on the next page.   



 

Wednesday was Energy Awareness Day and we had   

information in the Campus Center on the forms of  

renewable energy that the University uses. That     

evening, on Indian Quad, our energy team member, 

Stephen Ellis, held a demonstration on the energy 

use of average household appliances. 

Thursday was Know Your Food Day, which 

featured information on sustainable        

agriculture practices and sought to raise 

awareness about where our food comes 

from. Fresh produce and baked goods were 

available for sale at the Farmer's Market. 

At 6:30 pm that evening, there was a screening of the documentary "The Greenhorns" in the 

Life Sciences building, followed by a panel discussion from young people who have gotten into 

farming for careers. 

On Friday, the final numbers from the Energy Campaign were revealed.  Awards were given 

out to academic buildings and residence halls who went above and beyond the call of duty to 

help advance sustainability efforts (see related story on page 4).       

Finally on Saturday, to wrap up the week, members of the Green Scene Team were present at 

our last home football game, collecting returnables during tailgating and encouraging good   

recycling behavior.  All in all, Sustainability Week was a great success, as was the Energy  

Campaign.  We thank everyone who volunteered during these events and who came out to    

support the programs and a special thank you to UAS for providing some financial assistance.  

See you next year! 
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Above from left: signs for the event, Chris from Elot takes a computer, 

the box of video tapes and computer paraphernalia and stacks of    

computer towers collected.        



The fifth annual Energy Campaign wrapped up on November 

13.  This year we achieved a 9% reduction in electricity use 

over our baseline.  This represented a 1,095,724 reduction in 

kilowatt hours and 409 tons of carbon.  While we fell a little 

short of our goal of a 10% reduction, we did improve over last 

year realizing an additional 20,000 kilowatt hour and 8 ton 

carbon reduction over last year.  The academic buildings 

garnered a 7% reduction (1% more than last year) and the 

living residences an 11% reduction (3% less than last year).   

A recognition ceremony was added to the campaign to honor those that demonstrated extra effort and 

commitment to energy conservation.  The Best Performer awards, for the largest percent reduction in 

electricity use from the baseline, went to Freedom Apartments and the Fine Arts building. Empire 

Commons won the Biggest Impact award for its reduction in kilowatt hours of electricity and carbon 

emissions. This honor went to the Lecture Centers for the Podium and Arts & Sciences for the Academic 

Buildings.  The Best Quad award went to Colonial Quad, for the largest percent of electricity reduction 

among the quads. The Most Improved awards went to Earth Science, Physics and Business 

Administration by successfully increasing their electricity reduction over the course of the campaign. The 

Green Scene award for the academic building most dedicated to creating a culture of sustainability went 

to the Education building. Lastly, the Honor Roll featured all buildings that had achieved a 10% energy 

reduction or greater over the campaign. Among the residence areas, this included Empire Commons, 

Freedom Apartments, and Colonial Quad. Among the academic buildings, the honor went to Arts & 

Sciences, Business Administration, Earth Science, Education, Fine Arts, the Lecture Centers, the PAC, 

Physics, the Science Library, and the Social Science building. 

Congratulations to all our award winners.  For more details on the Energy Campaign results go to:  http://

www.albany.edu/gogreen/4.energycampaign.shtml.  A recap of our honorees will be available soon at the 

recognition page on our website: http://www.albany.edu/gogreen/index.shtml 
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Energy Campaign Recap 

It’s time once again to begin preparing for intersession.  This year’s dates are: December 17 to 

January 12.  The intersession has two phases: limited operations and energy conservation. The 

energy conservation phase runs from December 17 to December 22 and again from January 3 to 

January 12th.  During this time, the building temperatures will be at 63 to 65 during the day 

and 55 at night, there will be limited dining services, the pool will be closed and hot water 

available only during the day.  The limited operations phase occurs between December 23 to 

January 2.  During this time, temperatures will be lowered to 55 degrees at all times, dining, 

pool and workout facilities will be closed and buildings will require card access for entrance.  

The library will open as a climate haven between 8 am and 6 pm with regular temperatures.    

We have successfully come together as a community to save a significant amount of energy and 

money during this short time period.  This is our fourth intersession initiative and thanks to all 

who make the sacrifices and help out to monitor buildings during the time period.   

You can find more information at: http://www.albany.edu/facilities/intersessionenergy/ 

Intersession Dates 



Many offices on UAlbany's campus have had problems with cigarette smoke permeating the indoor air. 

While some assumed the culprit to be cigarette smoke that wafted inside as doors opened and shut, 

faculty and staff in History departmental offices have realized that more than a doorway draft is in play.  

 

The air inputs for the ventilation system to the offices between the Social Sciences and Humanities 

buildings is located underneath an outdoor staircase. Above the vents, an overhang keeps the area out of 

the elements, making this spot an ideal place for a cigarette break. Individuals light up a smoke, and 

the air is sucked into the ventilation vents. It passes through the vents and winds up circulating 

cigarette smoke through the basement offices of the History department.  

 

The History offices are not the only ones to experience this deluge of indoor cigarette smoke. Faculty and 

staff with offices in the Humanities building, including the English and the Languages, Literatures, and 

Cultures departments, have also experienced similar problems. Smoking is legal on campus, but it is 

restricted to certain areas, specifically smoking within ten feet of a building is a violation of New York 

State Law.  

 

While we often focus on carbon emissions resulting from industrial and automotive air pollution often, 

localized air pollution concerns are important in different ways and deserve a separate focus. Indoor 

cigarette smoke causes public health concerns that are similar to other forms of air pollution. Cigarette 

smoke that is ventilated through buildings creates a problem of second hand smoke in a workplace 

environment thus the need for the New York State Law. Through following and enforcing already 

established smoking guidelines, we can improve the indoor air quality at UAlbany and the health of our 

faculty, staff, students, and visitors.  

 

There will be some open forums related to this topic.  The University Life Council of the Faculty Senate 

is sponsoring some opportunities to give input on creating a Tobacco Free campus.  These will take place 

on: 

Tuesday, November 29, 3:00pm – 4:30pm 

Wednesday, November 30, 3:00pm – 4:30pm 

Campus Center Terrace Lounge (first floor of Campus Center) 

 

In a message from this past weekend, the council has provided some reasons to go tobacco free which 

include:   

According to the CDC, exposure to secondhand smoke is a significant health risk to non-smokers, 

causing an estimated 46,000 heart disease deaths annually and 3,400 lung cancer deaths annually 

among adult nonsmokers in the United States 

Prepares students for tobacco free workplace environments 

11 SUNY campuses have gone tobacco free since 2005, including the University at Buffalo.  All 23 

CUNY campuses are tobacco free 

Part of SUNY’s Strategic Plan is a “Healthier New York” with plans to create a tobacco free 

environment system wide 

 

Consider taking part in these discussions and help to shape the future policy with regards to smoking on 

campus.  
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 Indoor Air Pollution? 
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TopTen USA 

Another interesting website is toptenusa.org, a 

non-profit organization that offers consumers 

information on what it judges to be the best 

environmental choices in terms of appliances, 

electronics, and other home goods. The aspects 

considered are environmental impact, health 

and safety, and quality. The judgment is       

unbiased, as no funds 

from manufacturers 

are accepted, and it 

provides a good way 

for consumers to be 

aware of their environ-

mental impact, and 

choose to buy goods 

that will minimize 

their footprint.  

Page 6 Sustainability Bulletin 

Interesting Websites/Resources 

There is a new way for students to buy, sell, and trade their 

books at better prices.  The website Albanyswap.com, started by 

student Scott Kessler, provides an online market for UAlbany 

students to post what they are looking to buy and sell. The site 

functions essentially like Craigslist. All contact takes place    

between the buyer and seller, and usually an agreement is 

made to meet in person to make the exchange. The site is     

convenient, students are able to save money when buying 

books, and make more when selling them. The site has been 

running since last semester, Spring 2011, and was borne out of an idea Kessler had for a place 

where students could trade books with each other, and avoid paying the high prices at the 

bookstore.  In addition to books, many students exchange electronics, furniture, appliances, 

and clothing. The website receives no profit or commission from the activity, and is completely 

free to use. To start, all you need is to be a UAlbany student and register on the site.            

Reuse—it’s cheaper and better for the environment.  

Swap Your Stuff 

Top ways to reduce your carbon footprint: 

1. Conserve energy, turn off all lights  and 

appliances when not in  use, unplug 

chargers. 

2. Take shorter showers, don’t run water 

while shaving or brushing teeth. 

3. Use alternative transportation or car-

pool. 

4. Reduce your consumption of meat and 

choose organic where possible. 

5. Adjust your heat to 68 degrees in win-

ter, cooling to 76 in the summer. 

6. Only do full loads of laundry and dishes. 

7. Air dry clothes when possible. 

8. Switch to CFL bulbs.  

9. Use reusable bags and mugs, have an 

extra set of dishes at the office. 

10. Shop locally. 
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On November 13, CDTA made some changes to their bus service.   

Specific improvements to benefit the UAlbany community include:  

Route 12 – Washington Avenue  

Increased frequency as buses will come every 15 minutes  

Access to SuperWalmart at Crossgates Commons on every trip  

Increased number of late night trips into Downtown Albany  

Faster service because trips no longer enter Harriman Campus  

 

Route 114 – Madison / Washington  

Connection between Uptown Campus and Madison Avenue corridor  

Additional service to Crossgates Mall  

Direct connection to CDTA’s Rensselaer Rail Station for Amtrak service  

 

Route 712 – Harriman Campus / Patroon Creek  

Connection between Uptown Campus and Central Avenue corridor  

Another travel option Monday-Friday during peak commuting hours  

 

Try the new routes as a cheaper alternative to driving to campus and helping to reduce our  

carbon footprint.  For more information please visit CDTA online at 

www.cdta.org/albanyservice or call their customer information center at 482-8822.  

CDTA Changes Service 
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Sustainability Houses Team Up to 
Help Those in Need 

From now until December 12th, students residing in the    

sustainability houses in Hamilton Hall in Colonial Quad and 

Tuscarora in Indian Quad will be collecting their recyclables 

and donating the proceeds. Each week the sustainability 

house RA’s, Patricia and Sheliza, will stop by the residents’ 

rooms to get these recyclables and turn “go green” into green. 

The monies collected will be donated as part of the Res Life 

Holiday Heroes program and used to fund a holiday gift for a 

child in need.  

News Around Campus 



News on Internships Available 
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 Internship Opportunity With the New York Product Stewardship Council  

& The Product Stewardship Institute  
Hosted by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (Spring 2012) 

 

Description 

The New York Product Stewardship Council (NYPSC) and the Product Stewardship Institute (PSI), 

seek an intern to support product stewardship and extended producer responsibility initiatives in the 

State of New York. The internship position will be hosted by the New York State Department of Envi-

ronmental Conservation (NYS DEC) and will work with all three organizations to advance product stew-

ardship in New York. 

 

Location: NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, 625 Broadway, Albany, NY, 12233.   

Time Commitment: Approximately 15 - 20 hours/week for a minimum of 12 weeks. 

Compensation: Unpaid. PSI and the NYS DEC are able to provide supporting information for a stu-

dent who can work with their institution to receive academic credit for this internship. 

 

Qualifications 

Interns should be passionate about moving toward a more sustainable future. Ideal candidates will have 

an undergraduate or graduate degree in policy, political science, natural science, environmental science, 

law, business administration, or a related field.  Alternatively, interns may be a degree candidate in one 

of these areas. The intern’s thoughts and ideas will be considered seriously as a contribution to forward-

ing product stewardship initiatives. 

 

Desired skills: 

Strong computer skills: demonstrated experience in MS Office, Word, and Excel.  

Excellent organization and communication skills, both written and oral 

Academic or professional experience or knowledge related to environmental advocacy and/or a suffi-

cient background in environmental and public health issues. 

  

Please address all of the following within your cover letter: 

Are you able to meet the minimum time requirement?  

Why are you interested in working with the NYPSC, PSI and NYS DEC? 

What in your academic or professional experience makes you uniquely qualified for this position? 

What do you hope to gain from this experience? 

 

To apply for this position, please send a resume, cover letter, and two writing samples 

(preferably one short and one long) electronically to: Erin@productstewardship.us.              

Admissions are accepted on a rolling basis but for best consideration for the Spring 2012     

internship, submit material by the END OF NOVEMBER. 
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Get Involved in 
Sustainability 
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There are three main ways people can be-

come actively involved in the efforts here:  

Students can join the Sustainability 

Council. This meets every Friday at 3 pm, 

usually in University Hall room 306.  

Faculty and staff can join the Sustaina-

bility Coordinators program. This meets 

on the first Tuesday of each month during 

the academic year, in University Hall 

room 306.  

Faculty can take part in our special fo-

rums and join the THINKGREEN 

listserv.  

If you are interested in any of these, 

email our office at gogreen@albany.edu  

Office of  Environmental  Sustainability 

Contact info:     E-mail: 
University  Hall 212    gogreen@albany.edu  

University at Albany    Web Site: 
1400 Washington Ave    www.albany.edu/gogreen  
Albany, NY 12222 

Phone:    Fax:   Director: Mary Ellen Mallia 

(518) 956-8120 (518) 956-8121  mmallia@albany.edu 

UAlbany Green  

Scene  

UAGreenScene 

Upcoming Events in Spring 

Spring brings a flurry of activities to the office.  

We turn out efforts from energy conservation 

and alternative transportation to recycling and 

waste reduction. 

Here is a listing of our programs during the 

spring semester: 

Recyclemania—National Recycling Contest 

Green Grams 

Earth Day Celebration 

Clothing Exchange 

Clean Up Day 

Shredding Day 

Pine Bush Hike 

Give and Go—move out donation program 

 

If you would like to help with any of these, email 

us at gogreen@albany.edu, contact us on face-

book or come to either a council (students) or co-

ordinator’s (faculty/staff) meeting. 

Newsletter Contributors: 

Jackie Mirandola Mullen 

Andrew Monnone 

mailto:mmallia@uamail.albany.edu
http://www.facebook.com/uagreenscene
http://twitter.com/uagreenscene

