Research Seminar: Computer Assisted Language Learning

Syllabus

Professor Carla Meskill

ED115

(518) 442-5007

cmeskill@uamail.albany.edu
Office hours: Weds 2-4 & appt.

This seminar explores theory, design, and research in Computer Assisted Language Learning (CALL). Technologies as they are used in the learning and teaching of language and literacy (native, second, and foreign) will be explored through readings, discussions, and pilot research projects. Themes, activities, and projects will be guided by students’ interests in this broad, fascinating topic.

Grading:

MERLOT assignment – 25%

Group participation – 25%

(includes website development, online discussion forum,  attendance and presentation at Oswego Conference)

Final paper – 25%

Presentation – 25%

(to be presented twice – once for class, once for TALL Seminar)

Readings: 

Suggested books and articles are listed at the course website: http://www.albany.edu/faculty/meskill/TALL/home/home.htm

Sources and materials that you wish to share with class members can also be posted on the course website. Some of the suggested paper-based material is available in ED115.

In addition, the following texts are available at the University Bookstore.

Egbert, J.and Hanson-Smith, E. (Eds)  (1999) CALL Environments: Research, Practice, and Critical Issues. Washington, DC: TESOL International Publications.

Meskill, C. (2002) Teaching and learning in real time: Media, technologies, and second language acquisition. Houston, TX: Athelstan.

Warcshauer, M. and Kern, R. (Eds) (2000) Network-Based Language Teaching: Concepts & Practice. New York: Cambridge University Press

SCHEDULE

1-28

Overview & Assignments

Assignments:

        MERLOT assignment

        Discus assignment

Meskill, Chapters 1-4

CALL Environments, Introduction

2-4

Introductions, History, and Concerns 

        Meskill, 5-7  

2-11

SLA-grounded CALL 

2-18

No Class

2-25

No Class

3-4 

CALL and the 5 skills

        MERLOT assignment presentations


3-11   
Research traditions  - Overview

3-18  
IN FRONT OF THE SCREEN

3-25   
IN FRONT OF THE SCREEN

4-1     THE MACHINE AND ITS SOFTWARE

4-8     TALL Seminar Planning Meeting

4-12– 4/13 Present & Attend: Enhancing Student Learning in High Education Conference, SUNY Oswego

4-15    THE MACHINE AND ITS SOFTWARE

4-22  
BEYOND THE COMPUTER

4-29   
BEYOND THE COMPUTER

5-6  
TALL Institute Planning Session

As an individual researcher you will place your research interest under one of the three categories (In Front of the Screen, The Machine and Its Software, or Beyond the Computer), develop an outline for your class research paper, and compose and present your work when scheduled. The paper is to be 20-30 pages, with a minimum of 15 references. The presentation should last no longer than 20 minutes, discussion time included. Provide two assigned readings for the class one week prior to your scheduled presentation.

Paper Assignment:

A comprehensive review of research in your area of CALL. Paper prospectus is due for review and approval midterm. 20-30 pages, fully referenced review.

Presentation:
In conjunction with your review of research, you will design an interactive presentation for the group that demonstrates the theory, research, and practices discussed in your paper. The presentation is to be 20 minutes, 15 plus discussion time.

Participation:

Your full, active participation in this seminar and all of its activities constitutes 25% of your grade. 

MERLOT Review

THE ASSIGNMENT:
1) Go to MERLOT.org and become a member.

2) Go to the World Languages discipline group and review materials and reviews submitted by others.

3) Decide on a site you will submit to MERLOT and peer review.

4) Submit your material to MERLOT (nb, be sure the site you choose has not already been submitted!).

5) Complete the form below for the material you submitted. For each category - Description, Quality of Content, Effectiveness as a Teaching/Learning Tool, and Ease of Use - please limit the amount of text to one or two paragraphs.

[image: image1.png]



PEER REVIEW FORM

Name of Module:



Type of Material:



Web Site URL:




Reviewed by:


1) DESCRIPTION

Provide a general description of the learning material.  

Provide the following information where applicable:

Learning Goal: 

Target Student Population: 

Prerequisite Knowledge or Skills: 

Type of Material: 

Technical  Requirements:

2) QUALITY OF CONTENT (rate 1-5)

The following can be used as guidelines in discussing ratings with your partner and in writing the prose commentary:


Clear purpose? 


Adequate amount/depth of material? 


Adheres to a clear organizing principle? 


Productive media-to-content correspondences? 


Language is represented in context? 


External links relevant? 

Please divide your comments into the following two categories:


FEATURES OF EXCELLENCE


FEATURES OF CONCERN/RECOMMENDATIONS

3) POTENTIAL EFFECTIVENESS AS A TEACHING-LEARNING TOOL (rate 1-5)

The following can be used as guidelines in discussing ratings with your partner and in writing the prose commentary:


Useful as a teaching resource? 


Useful for student independent study? 


Engaging? 


Can be readily integrated? 


Is it complete? 


Easy to make use of? 

Please divide your comments into the following two categories:


FEATURES OF EXCELLENCE


FEATURES OF CONCERN/RECOMMENDATIONS

Here are the MERLOT general questions you can use to guide your prose commentary:

1.
Does the presentation of materials improve faculty and students’ abilities to teach and learn the materials?

2.
Can the materials be readily integrated into language/culture learning activities?

3.
Can the materials be used in a variety of ways to achieve teaching and learning goals?

4.
Are the teaching-learning goals easy to identify?

5.
Is it easy for the instructor to write good learning assignments for/based on the materials?

4) EASE OF USE (TECHNICAL) (rate 1-5)

The following can be used as guidelines in discussing ratings with your partner and in writing the prose commentary:


Quality of audio. 


Quality of video. 


Are screens easy to read? 


Can learners understand and navigate easily? 


Good use of color? 

Please divide your comments into the following two categories:


FEATURES OF EXCELLENCE


FEATURES OF CONCERN/RECOMMENDATIONS

Here are MERLOT suggested questions that can guide your evaluation of Ease of Use.

1.
Are the labels, buttons, menus, text, other user interface elements and general layout consistent and visually distinct?

2.
Does the user get trapped in the module/site?

3.
Can the user get lost easily in the module/site?

4.
Does the module/site provide feedback about the system’s status and the user’s responses?

5.
Does the module/site provide appropriate flexibility in its use?

6.
Does the module/site require a lot of documentation, technical support, and/or instruction for most students to successfully use it?

7.
Does the module/site present information in ways that are familiar to students?

8.
Does the module/site present information in ways that would be attractive to students?
