Samples of Email Activities

Activity 1: Introducing yourself
Hello class,

Please introduce yourself to the class. Tell us who you are, why you are here, what your goals/dreams are, and how you plan to achieve your goals. Use your best grammar and spelling. I'll give you a grade for completing this assignment correctly and also a grade for your English! You should write 150 -200 words. We will publish your introduction along with your photo and Email address on our Class Web Page, so do a good job!

Use the reply command. Don't include the original. Do reply to all recipients. 
Please spellcheck your message before you send it. (Check the menu at the bottom of the screen to see how to spellcheck).

By the way, you should always send a cc: to me, so that I can give you credits towards your grade for writing Email!

Questions?? Just ask another student (in English!) or me.

Thanks,
Michael
Activity 2: Survey on Americans 
Hello,

Survey on Americans- Write a paragraph to complete each statement below:

1. The thing I like most about Americans is . . .

2. The thing I like least about Americans is . . .

You will be graded on content, grammar, and mechanics (spelling, punctuation). Be sure to spellcheck. Send this message To: esl-382; cc: krauss

******************************

Follow-up Activity: 
Survey on Americans - Disagree With a Classmate's Answer
Choose one survey answer with which you disagree strongly. Write a reply of at least 100 words. Use at least one of these phrases: "You have a point, but I disagree strongly." "I understand what you are saying, but I have a different opinion." "We are coming from different places on this question." "I respect your opinion, but I disagree completely."

Send your reply to two students (not all recipients). Send a cc to me. Include the original message in your reply.

Again, your grade will depend on content, grammar, and mechanics (spelling, punctuation). Be sure to spellcheck. Be sure to save this message and all other assignments in a folder.

Thanks for your hard work! :-)

Michael
Activity 3: Chain Story 
This activity teaches several basic Email skills while giving students the opportunity for creative writing. This activity also requires that students be able to integrate their writing into a cohesive whole.

Hi students,

We’re going to make a chain story. The story starts like this:


It was a dark and stormy night. . .


There will be four teams with 3 people on each team. Person #1 continues the first sentence, writing a complete paragraph. Then s/he will send the story to Person #2. Person #2 will add a paragraph to the story and send to Person #3. That person will finish writing the story and send to me and her/his team members.

Your grade will be based on the creativity of the story as well as your grammar and mechanics (spelling, punctuation, etc.). Everyone on the team will receive the same grade.

Team #1 = saif, yoneyama, and song

Team #2 = alkhalaf, yamasaki, and kjkim

Team #3 = msuh, ahmed, and kaoruko

Team #4 = khalifaa, kakiya, and mohamedk
Have fun. 
Michael
Activity 4: Problem Solving
The following problem solving assignment was taken from Problem Solving Across the Curriculum, John Beaver, 1994 and is available from ISTE.

Hello everyone,

NOTE: Do NOT send this answer to esl-382. Send it ONLY to ME. 

Here's an extra credit question. Send your answer via Email by the end of class on Tue. 1/27. Your answer must be in correct English with, at the most, a couple of spelling/grammar errors! NOTE: You *can* work with one or two partners, but *each* person must be from a different language group! Please do not talk about this question outside of your group. *Good Luck!*

The Narrow Bridge: What's a Farmer to Do?

A Farmer owned a Duck, a Wolf, and a container filled with Corn. He was taking the three possessions to sell them at market. However, on the way to market, he came to a wide river spanned by a very narrow bridge. The bridge was so narrow that he could only take one possession at a time across the bridge. Here is the problem: if he leaves the Wolf and Duck alone, the Wolf will eat the Duck. Similarly, if he leaves the Duck and Corn together, the Duck will eat the corn. What should the Farmer do to solve his problem. Explain. 

P.S. This is not a trick question. There are a couple of different ways to solve the problem.

Good Luck!

Michael
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